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This document provides an overview of developments in Afghanistan from 29 January – 11 February 

2013, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For 

more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the 

members of the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg.   

 

 
 

Economic Development               Rainer Gonzalez ► rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 

 

he Pakistani authorities have announced the release of 100 containers that have been 

held up at the Karachi port for three months, reports Wadsam. Nevertheless, the Afghan 

Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI) did not show optimism regarding this 

move and expects the Pakistani government to create further problems for Afghan traders. 

Khan Jan Alokozay, ACCI’s deputy director said: “Our transit issue with Pakistan will contin-

ue. The Pakistani government allowed 100 containers yesterday, which included eggs and 

meat. Eighty five more are starting to transit.” However, the Pakistani authorities still have 

more than 3,500 trucks detained at the Karachi port. Last week, the Pakistani government im-

posed a demurrage of USD 185,000 on each Afghan transport company whose goods are being 

held on the port premises. Afghan traders claimed they cannot afford to pay these fees and 

urged the Afghan and Pakistani governments to discuss the issue. In retaliation for Pakistan’s 

demands, the Afghan government halted more than 600 Pakistani vehicles at the Afghan-

Pakistani Torkham border. According to Khaama Press, the slow release of containers by the 

Pakistani authorities could be a response to the recent retaliation of the Afghan government 

and the trilateral talks, recently hosted by the British Prime Minister David Cameron, between 

the UK, Afghanistan and Pakistan. The ACCI threatened Pakistan, arguing they would appeal 

to the United Nations and the United States for intervention or even divert imports through Iran 

in case the Pakistani authorities do not fulfil the transit agreements and release the containers, 

says The Express Tribune. “Afghan traders are seriously thinking of diverting their imports via 

Iranian ports and the Afghan government is also in the process of starting talks with Central 

Asian states for alternate routes,” said Alokozay. As problems at the Karachi port persist, Af-

ghanistan and Pakistan have opened talks to establish a new third trade corridor through the 

Pakistani Waziristan, reports Dawn, a Pakistani news source. This new corridor would not only 

reduce the distance between Kabul and Karachi by 400 km but also boost development on both 

sides of the border.  
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Highlighted Topics          ►Clicking the links in this list will take you to the appropriate section. 

 Pakistani authorities release one hundred containers from Karachi port.  

 India will assist Afghanistan in developing the stone and marble industry. 

 Peace talks between Afghanistan and Pakistan held in London. 

 Afghanistan’s rank in the World Press Freedom Index has improved by 22 points. 

 UN Committee accuses ISAF’s bombings of causing the death of many children. 

 Military equipment to be left behind may end up in the hands of the Taliban.  

 The TAPI member countries set up a Special Purpose Vehicle to attract investors. 

 ANSA calls on the government to implement standards for pollution reduction. 
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http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-traders-unable-to-pay-karachi-port-demurrage-9879/
http://www.khaama.com/pakistan-ends-blockage-for-3700-afghan-containers-2165
http://tribune.com.pk/story/501968/containers-held-up-at-karachi-port-afghan-traders-threaten-to-seek-un-intervention/
http://dawn.com/2013/02/01/pak-afghan-talks-for-new-trade-corridor-get-boost/
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After two years, an Afghan special tribunal announced it has completed the investigation of Kabul Bank, highlights Wadsam. “Our 

investigation is completed. We are working on the collected documents and evidences for the trial, the date of which will be an-

nounced in the coming week,” said the head of the tribunal, Shamus-ul Rahman. At least 24 people will face prosecution including 

Sher Khan and Khalilullah Ferozi, former chief and deputy of the bank, respectively, accused of embezzling USD 900 million. A re-

cent report by the Independent Joint Anti-Corruption Monitoring and Evaluation Committee concluded that the bankruptcy of the Ka-

bul Bank is one of the greatest failures of banking operations in the world and holds senior officials of Kabul Bank and politicians 

responsible for its demise. In addition, the report points out that those directly responsible for the failure were granted immunity from 

prosecution.  

India will provide technical support to Afghanistan to develop its stone and marble industry, according to the Daily News. The chief 

executive officer of the Centre for Development of Stones, R. K. Gupta, stated there is a huge potential for development of the stone 

industry in Afghanistan. The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)’s International Center for Advancement 

of Manufacturing Technology (ICAMT) will soon implement a rehabilitation programme worth USD 2 million to develop the stone 

industry in Afghanistan. The ICAMT programme will involve technology transfer, capacity building and completion of a geological 

survey on the actual amount of reserves. Gupta told the Afghan delegation they would like to see strong participation from Afghan 

manufacturers in the next Stonemart in 2015. India Stonemart is the largest stone industry exposition, which would showcase the 

world of natural dimensional stones, ancillary products and services.    

Afghan Minister of Commerce and Industries Anwarul Haq Ahadi has warned about the consequences of the widening gap between 

exports and imports on the Afghan economy once the international community starts reducing aid, says Wadsam. The head of the Ex-

porters Association Haji Hassan said exporters have to face many problems such as lack of laws to protect domestic production, elec-

tricity and land for industrial areas. The Afghan exports have been in a decline for the last four years. Pakistan is a final destination for 

60 per cent of the exports, with their overall value amounting to USD 5 billion.  

A number of other economic development issues, which emerged during the past two weeks, are summarised below. 

 Sugar and firewood prices in Kabul fell during the last week while the price of rice increased from AFG 3,300 to AFG 3,360 

per bag, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. The price of a 50 kg bag of sugar dropped from AFG 1,780 to AFG 1,700. The price of 

560 kg of cedar also dropped from AFG 7,000 to AFG 6,800.  

 Markings such as “For export to Afghanistan” or “Not for sale in Pakistan. Export to Afghanistan only” have led many con-

sumers in Afghanistan to question the quality of some products, highlights Wadsam. These products belong to multinational 

and local companies based in Pakistan. According to Ahmad Faird, a business development manager based in Kabul “The mes-

sages may serve two purposes. First, it might be an effort by the Pakistan side to prevent re-sale of these products back in Paki-

stan for taxation reasons. And the second reason, which reflects the view of the majority of the Afghans, is that these products 

may be of low quality and not suitable for sale in Pakistan.” Consumer organisations are calling the Afghan government and 

other international organisations to ensure the quality of basic products sold in Afghanistan, in particular those that directly af-

fect the health and safety of children.  

 The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), meeting recently in Cairo, approved the establishment of an Islamic Interna-

tional University of Afghanistan, says an Afghan government press release. The participants of the summit called on the Islam-

ic Development Bank to support the project.  
 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                    Katerina Oskarsson  ►  katerina.oskarson@cimicweb.org 

 

ritish Prime Minister David Cameron, hosted peace talks in London between Afghan President Hamid Karzai and Pakistani 

President Asif Ali Zardari, reports The Guardian. The three leaders urged the Taliban to join the Afghan peace process. Ac-

cording to Cameron, Karzai and Zardari had acceded to “an unprecedented level of co-operation,” while also agreeing to a 

strategic partnership between Afghanistan and Pakistan in fall 2013. During the talks, Karzai expressed a hope that future relations 

with Pakistan could become “very close, brotherly and good neighbourly”. Similarly, appealing to the Taliban to engage in dialogue, 

Zardari said that “peace in Afghanistan is peace in Pakistan. We feel that we can only survive together”. Nevertheless, a week after the 

talks, Afghan Foreign Minister Zalmai Rassoul cautioned that “as long as Pakistan shows no sign of honest cooperation to provide 

peace and sustainability, there will be no such agreement signed,” writes Tolo News. The parties also agreed to open an office in Doha, 

Qatar’s capital, to host negotiations between the Taliban and the Afghan High Peace Council, says The Guardian. In an interview with 

The Guardian prior to the trilateral summit, President Karzai provided an evaluation of security in southern Helmand province, saying 

it is currently worse than before the arrival of British troops. Karzai also expressed uncertainty about the real reason behind interna-

tional forces’ withdrawal. Specifically, he said that the international forces are pulling out of Afghanistan either because “they feel 

fulfilled with regard to the objective of fighting terrorism and weakening [A]l-Qaeda, or they feel that they were fighting in the wrong 

place in the first place, so they should discontinue doing that and leave”. While opposing the presence of the international forces in 

Afghan towns and villages, he sees their presence as critical in large military bases, warning that the complete withdrawal of all for-

eign troops – the so-called “zero option” – would be catastrophic for Afghanistan. 

A survey released by the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) reveals that Afghan citizens paid nearly USD 4 billion 

in bribes to officials in 2012, indicating that corruption remains a major problem “plaguing the government services and the way the 

B 

http://www.wadsam.com/kabul-bank-defendants-final-trial-to-begin-soon-9879/
http://india.nydailynews.com/business/5365be36b1069b12442822cbfb9b2c04/india-to-help-afghanistan-develop-stone-industry
http://www.wadsam.com/afghanistans-negative-balance-of-trade-a-threat-to-its-economy-323/
http://www.wadsam.com/afghanistans-negative-balance-of-trade-a-threat-to-its-economy-323/
http://www.wadsam.com/trade-with-pakistan-has-reached-usd-5bn-9879/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Sugar.pdf
http://www.wadsam.com/for-export-to-afghanistan-only-3123/
http://president.gov.af/en/news/17257
http://president.gov.af/en/news/17257
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/04/david-cameron-taliban-talks-afghanistan
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9386-no-pakistan-strategic-pact-unless-conditions-met-rassoul
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/04/david-cameron-taliban-talks-afghanistan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/03/hamid-karzai-security-helmand-british-troops
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://www.unodc.org/documents/frontpage/Corruption_in_Afghanistan_FINAL.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9360-afghans-paid-almost-4bn-in-bribes-last-year-un
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9360-afghans-paid-almost-4bn-in-bribes-last-year-un
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government is being perceived”, highlights Tolo News. The amount constitutes a substantial increase from 2009, when the UNODC 

estimated the bribes totalled USD 2.4 billion. According to the survey, bribes account for roughly double the Afghan government’s 

revenue earned in the years 2010 and 2011 and about 25 per cent of the amount pledged by the international community at the Tokyo 

conference in July 2012. The survey, based on a sample of 6,700 Afghan citizens over the age of 18, reveals that 68 per cent of those 

interviewed deemed it acceptable for a civil servant to accept small bribes from service users to augment a low salary. Moreover, 67 

per cent of residents view it “sometimes acceptable” for a civil servant to be hired based on family ties and personal networks. The 

bribes were paid mostly to the police officials, local government, as well as judiciary and education sectors. According to Mohammed 

Rafi Amini, Director General of Strategy and Policy at Afghanistan’s High Office of Oversight and Anti-Corruption, Afghans have to 

pay between USD 400 and USD 2000 in bribes to obtain a visa at consulates. The UNODC regional representative Jean-Luc Lema-

hieu pointed out to Tolo News that ‘The Afghan population considers corruption as the number two most important issue after the in-

security problems.”  

According to a media watchdog, Reporters Without Borders, Afghanistan’s rank in the World Press Freedom Index has improved by 

22 points compared to the previous year, reaching 128
th

 on the index, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. By comparison, India ranks 140
th
 

and Pakistan 159
th

, thereby indicating that perceptions of press freedom are better in Afghanistan than in these two countries. The sig-

nificant improvement is attributed to the fact that no journalists were killed in 2012 or are currently imprisoned, although violence 

against journalists still does occur. 

Members of a 34-member parliamentary group called Resalat spoke out against the Afghan government’s decision to use the old vot-

ing cards, saying they are paving the way for fraud in the 2014 presidential and provincial council elections, reports Tolo News. More-

over, the lack of the accurate statistics on the Afghan population is expected to compromise the transparency of the elections, accord-

ing to a Resalat member Zahir Saadat. The group urged the government to respect the decision of the Independent Election Commis-

sion (IEC), which had recommended electronic voting cards and new registration. Sadat pointed out that “the international community 

should know that the Afghan government is following a policy that is weakening the electoral system”. In related news, Sadat also 

warned that the timing of the presidential ballot scheduled for the month of March in 2014 may prevent Afghan residents in snow-

bound areas from casting their vote due to blocked roads, reports Pajhwok.  

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared over the past two weeks, including those below.  

 The US envoy to Afghanistan, Ambassador James Cunningham, emphasised that, while the US will support the Afghan presi-

dential elections in 2014, it will not endorse a specific candidate, writes Tolo News. Cunningham concluded that “an outcome 

which is broadly accepted by Afghans no matter who they vote for is essential for Afghanistan’s future”. 

 According to the 2013 World Report released by Human Rights Watch on 31 January, human rights conditions in Afghanistan 

remain dim, with the rights of Afghan women worsening in 2012 as a result of deteriorating security in several parts of the 

country, writes Pajhwok. Moreover, reductions in international aid are reportedly already impacting the ability of schools and 

health clinics to remain open. Assessing the likely trajectory, Asia director at Human Rights Watch, Brad Adams, concluded 

that “The future of human rights protections in Afghanistan is in grave doubt”. 

 Afghan Foreign Affairs Minister Dr. Zalmai Rassoul expressed concern about the Taliban prisoners released from the Pakistani 

jails, seeing them as a threat to Afghanistan, reports Khaama Press. Over a past few months, Pakistan has released around 20 

Taliban insurgents; however, there are no reports specifying their whereabouts since the release. The Afghan Foreign Ministry 

stressed that Pakistan should free only those Taliban prisoners who are vetted by the Afghan High Peace Council. 

 After dismissing the allegations of extensive prisoner abuse revealed by a United Nations report, an Afghan government panel 

for the first time formally acknowledged torture of detainees, however, claiming that evidence of “systematic torture” is lack-

ing, reports The New York Times. 
 

 

Security & Force Protection                                    Katerina Oskarsson  ►  katerina.oskarson@cimicweb.org 
 

he International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) refuted the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child’s concerns that bomb-

ing campaigns conducted by the US-led international coalition have caused the deaths of hundreds of Afghan children in recent 

years, highlights Pajhwok Afghan News. Specifically, the Committee attributed the death of children to “lack of precautionary 

measures and indiscriminate use of force” on the part of ISAF. In response, ISAF issued a statement that the findings of the report are 

unsubstantiated and “In fact, ISAF reduced civilian casualties by 49 per cent in 2012 compared with 2011, demonstrating that protect-

ing Afghan people is the cornerstone of the ISAF mission.” The statement further adds that “the number of children who have died or 

been wounded as a result of our air operations has dropped by nearly 40 per cent in 2012 compared to 2011.” ISAF also estimates that 

84 per cent of all Afghan civilians killed and wounded in 2012 were victims of insurgent attacks, including the use of IEDs and sui-

cide bombers. In 2012 alone, the insurgents reportedly killed or wounded nearly 3,500 Afghan civilians, writes Pajhwok.  

According to the British Ministry of Defence, the UK’s exit strategy plans may include leaving more than 40 per cent of its military 

equipment, approximately 4,500 containers, in Afghanistan following the withdrawal of troops, reports Huffington Post. While this is 

not unusual after an overseas conflict, the plans have evoked concerns that the equipment, which includes high-tech material, could 

end up in the hands of the Taliban, according to Dr. John Louth from the defence think tank Royal United Services Institute (RUSI). 

T 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44091&Cr=corruption&Cr1=#.URkWlaU1n_N
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/freedom.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9404-mps-condemn-govt-pressure-on-election-commission
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9404-mps-condemn-govt-pressure-on-election-commission
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/ID%20cards.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9361-us-will-not-endorse-an-afghan-presidential-candidate-envoy
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/wr2013_web.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/HRW.pdf
http://www.khaama.com/afghan-fm-warns-on-reckless-freedom-of-taliban-prisoners-2180
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/12/world/asia/afghan-panel-confirms-torture-of-detainees.html?ref=world
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Child%20deaths.pdf
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/response-to-committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2013/02/07/millions-of-pounds-worth-_n_2639913.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2013/02/07/millions-of-pounds-worth-_n_2639913.html
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However, British shadow Defence Secretary, Jim Murphy, defended the plans, stating that “in an uncertain world it is essential that the 

UK retains much of the equipment deployed in Afghanistan.” The British Ministry of Defence is reportedly conducting an analysis to 

precisely determine how much material would be moved back to Britain and whether the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) 

have capacity to sustain the equipment to be eventually gifted to Afghanistan. In related news, Uzbek officials reportedly contacted 

American, German and British officials with an offer to provide the rail lines and roads for the international forces’ military with-

drawal, in exchange for some of the equipment, including armoured vehicles, mine detectors, helicopters, navigation equipment and 

night-vision goggles, reports The New York Times. The US government is reportedly contemplating the offer, seeing the Uzbek pro-

posal as an important alternative to Pakistani ports, which are considered the most efficient for the transport of cargo. This is despite 

the fact that Uzbekistan has been barred from most arms purchased in Europe and the United States due to the poor human rights rec-

ord of the Uzbek government. Over the next two years, an estimated 70,000 vehicles and 120,000 shipping containers will be with-

drawn from Afghanistan.  

In other security news, according to ISAF spokesman Günter Katz, insurgents are not strong enough to threaten the security situation 

in central provinces, adding that insurgency’s ability for direct, face-to-face, engagement has weakened and consequently has led to 

more suicide attacks and roadside blasts, writes Pajhwok. “Fifty per cent of the war is focused on seventeen districts most of them 

located in the west, south and southwest of Afghanistan,” stated Katz. Regarding the actual Taliban strength, Shafiqullah Tahiri, a 

spokesman of the Afghan National Directorate of Security (NDS), believes that two recent assaults on government entities in Kabul, 

including an attack on the NDS followed by another one on an unarmed Afghan traffic police, were orchestrated by “professional ter-

rorists and intelligence men,” further assessing that “the attacks were beyond of the ability of the Taliban”, reports Pajhwok.  

In other security-related news from Afghanistan and its region: 

 The chief of Afghanistan’s local police (ALP), Alisha Ahmadzai, claims that regional spy agencies that are believed to benefit 

from insecurity in Afghanistan have been trying to hinder the police efforts to form local police units in some of the remote vil-

lages of Afghanistan, reports Tolo News. In an interview, Ahmadzai said he believes one of the several threatening phone calls 

he has received came from Iran. He further noted that these acts will not discourage the Afghan government from continuing 

the creation of ALP units at a local level.  

 An Afghan man from western Herat province was sentenced to eighty lashes for drinking alcohol, which is prohibited by Islam. 

He is the seventh man handed such a sentence since March 2012, writes Pajhwok. Ainuddin Jalal Jalali, an Afghani spiritual 

leader, approved the act by stating that “the whipping help[s] keep the society in order.” 

 Despite the US sanctions against Iran, a senior Afghan Foreign Ministry official noted that Afghanistan will maintain its rela-

tions and cooperation with Iran, writes Wadsam. Iran’s beneficial role in Afghanistan’s economy is considered to be one the 

main factors of the Afghan-Iranian relations. 

 US Marine General Joseph Dunford assumed command of coalition forces in Afghanistan on 10 February, reports The Wall 

Street Journal. Taking over from Marine General John Allen, he is tasked with concluding the military engagement of the coa-

lition forces in Afghanistan.   
 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                    Rainer Gonzalez ► rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

he four promoter nations of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline have decided to establish a spe-

cial purpose vehicle (SPV), TAPI Ltd, as a first step to attract investors for the USD 9 billion project, reports the Business 

Standard. Each country has contributed USD 5 million in equity to the SPV, which will be located in Dubai. Nonetheless, there 

are still discrepancies on how the project should be structured, with Afghanistan, Pakistan and Turkmenistan saying that it should be 

constructed and operated by the four member countries and India insisting that it should be taken up only if a multinational company 

leads it. The reason behind the India’s stance, according to Business Standard, is “New Delhi does not want to be at the mercy of Af-

ghanistan and Pakistan for its gas needs and also feels that none of the nominee companies of the four countries has the financial and 

managerial capability to execute the project.” According to the Business Standard, Exxon Mobil and Chevron are willing to lead the 

construction of the project although they have not presented any offer yet. International energy corporations have expressed the pro-

ject is unattractive because Turkmen national legislation would not allow foreign companies to take equity on the gas fields in Turk-

menistan. A recent Trend article claimed that the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas pipeline is more feasible than the US-backed TAPI project. To 

justify lower operational risks, Trend highlights different factors such as Iran’s gas overproduction, construction costs and a layout 

that transits areas with improved security conditions. Also, the government of Bangladesh recently backtracked from its interest to join 

the TAPI gas pipeline project due to commercial unfeasibility, highlights The Financial Express. The managing director of the Bang-

ladeshi state-owned Gas Transmission Company Ltd (GTCL), Aminur Rahman, said the main obstacle to the project’s feasibility is 

the distance between Bangladesh and the gas fields in Turkmenistan, which would abruptly increase the price of the gas due to the 

transit fees to Afghanistan, Pakistan and India.       

An article in The Telegraph criticises the decision taken by British and American officers to conduct the Operation Eagle’s Nest to 

install the third turbine at the Kajaki Dam. The five-day costly operation to deliver the turbine needed a convoy of 100 vehicles and 

resulted in the deaths of 200 insurgents. British and American officials hoped the turbine would provide electricity for thousands in 

southern Afghanistan. However, the turbine remains uninstalled five years later due to the lack of the security along the road heading 

T 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/01/world/asia/uzbekistan-wants-natos-leftovers-from-afghanistan.html?_r=0
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Rebels.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Kabul.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Kabul.pdf
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9363-ahmadzai-claims-spy-agencies-oppose-afghan-local-police
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Herat.pdf
http://www.wadsam.com/afghanistan-to-further-strengthen-cooperation-with-iran-despite-the-us-sanctions-978/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323696404578296432283012950.html
mailto:rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cabinet-to-consider-spv-for-tapi-project-on-thursday-113020500175_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cabinet-to-consider-spv-for-tapi-project-on-thursday-113020500175_1.html
http://en.trend.az/regions/iran/2114228.html
http://www.thefinancialexpress-bd.com/index.php?ref=MjBfMDJfMDNfMTNfMV8yXzE1ODkzNg==
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/9836873/Failed-Afghan-dam-project-offered-British-military-redemption-after-Iraq-debacle.html


 

 

 

12 February 2013  Page 5 
 

to Kajaki for the provision of cement and other construction supplies. The article, 

which says that officials did ignore warnings that the mission was flawed, claims that 

the Operation Eagle’s Nest is a metaphor for the Afghan war, providing another ex-

ample of how attempts to rebuild the country have failed. The Afghan Analysts Net-

work concluded that the operation was conducted for the benefit of the British mili-

tary and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) “to show 

their mettle to a dominant US Department of Defense.” For the British troops, the 

operation offered “redemption” after being forced out of Basra, Iraq. In similar news, 

the third turbine of the Naghlu hydroelectric dam has been inaugurated, reports Pa-

jhwok Afghan News. The dam was equipped with four turbines that were in a serious 

state of disrepair. Funded by the World Bank, a Russian company is repairing the 

four turbines to bring the capacity of the power station back to 100 MW.     

In related news, President Hamid Karazai highlighted during the Third National 

Conference on Water Resources Development Management in Afghanistan held in 

Kabul the importance of resolving water management challenges, reports Wadsam. “We are endowed with various resources of water, 

and only we can manage these resources by taking the initiative. With proper use of these resources, we can handle the dangers of 

global climate changes,” said Karzai. In order to improve water management, Karzai pointed out the government of Afghanistan is 

constructing several dams. The Afghan Minister of Energy and Water, Ismail Khan, said that minimal rainfall this year is the main 

reasons for water shortage in the country. Both Khan and Karzai said that necessary measures must be taken, otherwise the population 

might face water and food shortages. An example of these new water management projects is the reconstruction of eighteen irrigation 

networks in Kabul, Laghman, Nangarhar and Balkh provinces. In addition, in the next two years, another 28 irrigation networks will 

be rehabilitated at a cost of USD 50 million. Asif Rahimi, Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, said that “The purpose of 

these projects is to prevent water wastage and to modernize the irrigation system in the country.”   

The Afghanistan National Standards Authority (ANSA) called government agencies to implement the standards produced by the AN-

SA for pollution reduction amid concerns about the rising levels of air pollution in Afghanistan’s major cities, says Wadsam. “ANSA 

has drafted 240 standards for various sectors through 9 technical committees and has presented them to the Standard High Council. 

The Council has approved 183 of the standards. […] ANSA requires cooperation from the private sector and the government agencies 

in order to handle the pollution issue successfully,” requested Popalzai Popal, Head of ANSA. Officials from ANSA also urged the 

government to protect and develop more green areas while working on other infrastructure projects.  

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues emerged over the past two weeks, including those summarised below. 

 The Asian Development Bank will allocate USD 300 million to infrastructure projects in Afghanistan, informs Wadsam. The 

projects include the construction of electricity networks connecting Turkmenistan with western Afghanistan, the construction of 

dams in Bamian and Badakhshan, the reconstruction of irrigation systems and the use of the country’s national resources.  

 Food poisoning placed more than 100 employees from the private construction company Onyx into the hospital, reports 

Khaama Press. A spokesperson from Onyx denied the accusations of food poisoning saying the employees fell sick after ignor-

ing health and safety regulations. 

 The US military has lifted a ban on Kam Air, reports The New York Times. The decision to blacklist the Afghan airline came af-

ter accusations of drug smuggling; however, there were concerns with the prudence of the ban between the military and the 

American Embassy as it would have forbidden any American military contracts with Kam Air.  

 Afghanistan signed an agreement for electricity supply from Iran to the three western provinces of Nimroz, Herat and Farah, 

reports a United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan press release. Under this agreement Iran will provide 24 MW to 

Nimroz, 140 MW to Herat and 100 MW to Farah.  

 

Interested in the 2013 
Kenya Elections? 

The CFC’s Mediterranean Team is pleased 
to announce the launch of its 2013 Kenya 

Elections webpage providing detailed cover-
age of the upcoming Kenya Elections in 

March 2013. At that page you will be able to 
read news pertaining to the preparation and 
the results of the elections along with rele-

vant research reports and reviews of the 
Kenyan political system. 

 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/3rd%20turbine%20of%20Naghlu%20power%20dam%20reactivated.pdf
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-governments-efforts-to-manage-water-resources-897/
http://www.wadsam.com/18-irrigation-networks-to-be-reconstructed-in-various-provinces-of-afghanistan-1341/
http://www.wadsam.com/18-irrigation-networks-to-be-reconstructed-in-various-provinces-of-afghanistan-1341/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Laghman.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
http://www.wadsam.com/provided-standards-must-be-implemented-to-prevent-air-pollution-in-kabul-ansa-2342/
http://www.wadsam.com/provided-standards-must-be-implemented-to-prevent-air-pollution-in-kabul-ansa-2342/
http://www.wadsam.com/adb-allocates-usd-300mn-to-infrastructure-projects-in-afghanistan-2342/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Bamian.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/05/world/asia/afghan-airline-kam-air-no-longer-under-us-ban.html?_r=0
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=12254&ctl=Details&mid=15756&ItemID=36333&language=en-US
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nimroz.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Farah.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Pages/Kenya_Election.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Pages/Kenya_Election.aspx
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 “Afghanistan NGO Safety Office Quarterly Date Report Q. 4 2012”, Afghanistan NGO Safety Office, January 2013. 

 “Situation of Human Rights in Afghanistan”, United Nations Human Rights Council, January 2013. 
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 “When disasters and conflicts collide: improving links between disaster resilience and conflict preventions”, Overseas Devel-

opment Institute, February 2013 by Katie Harries, David Keen and Tom Mitchell.  

 “Challenges of IDP Protection in Afghanistan”, Norwegian Refugee Council, January 2013.  

 “Corruption in Afghanistan: Recent patterns and trends”, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, February 2013. 

 “Accessing Justice: Models, Strategies and Best Practices on Women’s Empowerment”, International Development Law Or-

ganization, February 2013. 

 “Humanitarian Assistance Programme (HAP) – Weekly Summary Report 31 January – 6 February 2013”, International Organi-

zation Migration, February 2013.  

 

 “Ongoing USG Humanitarian Assistance to Afghanistan”, United States Agency for International Development, February 

2013. 

 “Natural Disasters-induced IDPs in 2012”, International Organization Migration, February 2013. 

 “Central Asia Hazards Outlook”, Famine Early Warning System Network, January 2013.  

 “Pakistan: Humanitarian Snapshot - Complex Emergency and Floods 2012”, United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs, January 2013. 

 “Kunar and Nuristan Provinces Emergency Preparedness and Response Community Based Participatory Hazard Mapping”, 

Information Management and Mine Action Programs, January 2013. 
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/1002.pdf
mailto:Afghanistan@cimicweb.org
http://www.cimicweb.org/
mailto:afghanistan@cimicweb.org
facebook.com/cimicweb.org
facebook.com/cimicweb.org

