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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 24 – 30 July 2012, with 

hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on the 

topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of the Afghanistan 

Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org.  

  
 

Economic Development                     Steven A. Zyck ► steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

ew mining laws intended to bring Afghanistan’s regulatory framework in line with 

global standards have been delayed after cabinet ministers and senior government offi-

cials expressed concern that the legislation would allow foreign companies to plunder 

the country’s natural resources, according to The New York Times. The laws, which had been 

strongly supported by many within the international community, were considered crucial in 

drawing major mining firms’ interest in Afghanistan. Yet some Afghan officials’ concerns 

about the laws could perhaps delay their adoption by several months at a time when the Af-

ghan government is inviting bids from foreign companies for key mineral and energy depos-

its. Summarising concerns about the law, Ashraf Ghani, who heads the transition process for 

the Afghan government, stated: “A balance has to be struck so we can make sure that our pat-

rimony does not become a pot of porridge for others.” However, Afghan mining officials re-

portedly do not agree with concerns expressed by others in the government, saying that Af-

ghanistan must encourage foreign companies to invest given that the country lacks the finan-

cial resources and technical resources to exploit its natural resources on its own. Mining reve-

nues are considered particularly crucial in helping Afghanistan to reduce its dependence on  

foreign aid. 

Hayatullah Dayani, former head of the Afghan state-owned Pashtany Bank, was sentenced to 

20 years in prison for reportedly embezzling USD 26 million between 2006 and 2008, reports 

Khaama Press. Another 15 bank employees were sentenced to terms ranging from five to 

eight years for their roles in corruption and bank theft.. These prosecutions come as the inter-

national community considers whether the Afghan government is sufficiently free from cor-

ruption to continue receiving large-scale aid disbursements potentially worth up to USD 16 

billion over the coming 14 years.  

In agricultural news, farmers in Ghazni province tell Pajhwok Afghan News that wheat yields 

are particularly low due to a lack of water. One farmer indicated that his current yield is only 

a third to half as great as in previous years. Another farmer said that he had purchased fuel to 

power pumps with which to irrigate wheat fields; yet low yields mean that the income from 

the wheat harvested is not sufficient to cover the fuel costs. 

Meanwhile, grape production in Kandahar province is thriving, orchard owners and fruit mer-

chants tell Pajhwok. Strong yields and high market prices are benefiting those growing and 

selling the grapes. In the past 15 days alone, 140 trucks loaded with grapes have been export-

ed to Pakistan. Provincial Director of Agricul-

ture, Irrigation and Livestock Ahmad Shah 

Roshan says that grapes have thrived thanks to 

good weather this year and technical advice pro-

vided to orchard owners. Merchants note that 

this season’s high output and strong exports 

have been achieved despite obstacles and limited 

support from both the Afghan and Pakistani 

governments. A representative of Kandahar’s 

business community said: “When we export  
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fruits to Pakistan, trucks are thrice loaded and unloaded and this affects the [quantity] and quality of fruits. Hot weather damages fruits 

and sometimes five or six cartons are stolen by local soldiers or workers.” He also noted that Pakistan continued to prevent Afghans 

from exporting produce to India as authorised by the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA). If that agreement is 

implemented fully, Afghan farmers will have access to far greater opportunities to sell their produce.  

The APTTA was also taken up in a separate Pajhwok article. Khan Jan Alokozay, the deputy head of the Afghanistan Chamber of 

Commerce and Industries (ACCI), told the Meshrano Jirga (upper house of the Afghan parliament) that Afghan traders were paying 

neighbouring countries USD 500-700 million annually in fines. He identified Pakistan as the primary culprit, accusing the country of 

failing to fully implement the APTTA and delaying the clearance of goods bound to Afghanistan. Alokozay indicated that Pakistan 

receives 200 containers bound for the Afghan private sector in Karachi each day but clears only 60 of them, thus creating a backlog. 

Containers which are not cleared in 10 days are charged a fine of USD 100 per day.  

Dawn says that the Peshawar High Court (PHC) has suspended the export of Pakistani cattle to Afghanistan until at least 02 August, 

when another hearing will be held to consider whether the suspension should be extended. PHC judges also ordered the “confiscation” 

of all cattle en route to Afghanistan. The Business Recorder says that 95 Afghanistan-bound animals have been seized and sold off by 

the Pakistani authorities. This move, which could limit meat supplies in Afghanistan, was motivated by concerns that shortages of 

meat in parts of Pakistan during Ramadan were being exacerbated by legal and illegal exports of cattle to Afghanistan. The PHC 

commissioned a report which suggested a link between cattle smuggling and shortages of poultry, beef and mutton in parts of Paki-

stan, writes Dawn. News reports indicate that meat prices are currently strong in Pakistan but did not explain why smugglers would 

bring livestock to Afghanistan rather than taking advantage of high domestic prices. Despite such trade-related challenges, the Afghan 

government agreed to allow Pakistani businesspeople to obtain multiple-entry visas for Afghanistan, reports Dawn. 

Herat Ice Cream, an Afghan firm which has not benefited from foreign aid or investment, is a thriving enterprise in a country which 

otherwise faces challenging economic circumstances, says Reuters. The company was founded nearly a decade ago with an invest-

ment of USD 500,000 but is now reportedly worth USD 15 million. Herat Ice Cream is one example of the broader economic 

achievements in Herat province which local officials would like to capitalise upon. They view Herat as a potential future economic 

hub for Afghanistan. The US government’s Task Force for Business and Stability Operations (TFBSO) says Herat’s economy could 

increase from USD 1 billion at present to USD 2.4 billion by 2020 thanks in part to the potential of its food, cashmere and marble in-

dustries. Further demonstrating Herat’s economic strength, Pajhwok reports that government revenue collection at the Torghondi bor-

der crossing, along the Afghan-Turkmen border in Herat, had increased by 56.9% in the first four months of 2012, relative to the same 

period a year earlier. 
 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

 

resident Hamid Karzai issued a sweeping directive for reform on 26 July after admitting that his government is heavily affected 

by corruption, states Agence France-Presse (AFP). President Karzai’s directive comes just weeks after donor nations pledged 

USD 16 billion for Afghanistan, a portion of which is contingent on increased Afghan government efforts to eliminate corrup-

tion. The reforms will impact all branches of the Afghan government and reportedly include a provision ordering high-ranking offi-

cials to refrain from nepotism in the recruitment of staff. The following items are reportedly included in the directive: 

 The Supreme Court is to finalise all cases of administrative corruption and land-grabbing within six months; 

 Parliament has been asked to focus on topics of national interest and accord priority to urgent demands from the executive; 

 Security agencies are instructed to collect unlicensed weapons and probe all “parallel” security organisations; 

 A report on the issuance of computerised identity cards will be presented to the Council of Ministers within three months; 

 The Justice Ministry was given six months to submit draft laws on elections, municipalities and the role of the Attorney General’s 

Office (AGO); 

 The AGO has one month to investigate the cases of inmates being held in detention centres; 

 The AGO must constitute an oversight body and functional district attorneys’ offices within two months; 

 Cases against the individuals detained by police or the AGO must be dealt with in a timely manner; and 

 The Women’s Ministry is to undertake a public relations campaign about violence against women. 

The Telegraph reports that the directive noted above is similar to an executive order and, hence, requires compliance from all govern-

ment bodies. A presidential aide has told Pajhwok Afghan News that anyone within the Afghan government who fails to comply with 

the directive will be charged with dereliction of duty and prosecuted. The Wolesi Jirga will monitor enforcement of the directive, but 

the Cabinet Secretariat will be officially responsible for reporting on implementation of the reforms.  

Doubts about the directive exist. According to Pajhwok, Ahmad Zia Rifat, a teacher at the Faculty of Journalism, said reforms were 

unlikely to be implemented for months. In addition, doubts exist regarding enforcement of anti-corruption measures. Azizullah Lodin, 

chief of the Afghan government’s High Office of Oversight and Anti-Corruption (HOOAC), told Tolo News that his office has sent 

119 cases to the AGO for prosecution during the past 18 months. However, Reuters reports that the Afghan government has yet to 

prosecute a single high-level corruption case.  

P 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Trader%20problems.pdf
http://dawn.com/2012/07/24/phc-suspends-cattle-export-to-stem-smuggling-2/
http://www.brecorder.com/agriculture-a-allied/183:pakistan/1221129:cattle-poultry-smuggling-to-afghanistan-strategy-devised-to-carry-out-crackdown/?date=2012-07-27
http://dawn.com/2012/07/22/kabul-offers-multiple-visas-for-businessmen/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/27/us-afghanistan-business-herat-idUSBRE86Q19220120727
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
https://ww.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Dry%20port%20revenue%20sees%20major%20boost.pdf
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5heDGa5kGrPXYGXg9iNATjsYP0E6Q?docId=CNG.f14afb390e7dda24acd026cad5111c4b.701
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/27/world/asia/afghan-president-karzai-proposes-corruption-reforms.html?_r=1
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20OfficialIgnoreDecreeFaceMusic.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20ReformAgendaCynicism.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20ReformAgendaCynicism.pdf
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7013-afghan-anti-graft-watchdog-compiled-119-cases-in-18-months
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/24/us-afghanistan-graft-idUSBRE86N0S220120724
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/24/us-afghanistan-graft-idUSBRE86N0S220120724


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 July 2012  Page 3 
 

Der Spiegel has learned that President Karzai asked German Foreign Minister Guido Westerwelle for help in bringing the Taliban 

back to the negotiating table at the Tokyo Conference in July. Germany played a similar role in 2010 and 2011, operating as a discreet 

intermediary between the US government and the Taliban. In early 2012, the Taliban broke off all contact after talks became public. 

This spring, Michael Steiner, Germany’s former envoy for Afghanistan and Pakistan, reportedly signalled to President Karzai that he 

thought a second secret mediation effort by Germany would be possible, thought it would have to take place after the US presidential 

elections in November and require President Karzai’s full support. This comes as the German Government announced that it will open 

a consulate in Mazar-e-Sharif, reports Ariana News.  

Seventeen Afghan organisations have issued a joint statement calling for President Karzai to repeal the National Reconciliation and 

General Forgiveness Law, states Ariana News. The organisations, which include the Afghan Civil Society Forum, the Afghan Wom-

en’s Network and the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission, demand that the Afghan government prosecute those 

deemed responsible for atrocities and large-scale human rights abuses over the past three decades. The National Reconciliation and 

General Forgiveness Law, which was approved by the Afghan parliament in 2006, offers blanket amnesty for all those involved in 

past and present Afghan conflicts, says the Afghan Analysts Network.  

The Chairman of Afghanistan Media and Research Center (AMRC), Hussain Yasa, was detained on 23 July by the National Direc-

torate of Security on suspicion of being a Pakistani spy, reports Outlook Afghanistan. He was released a day later. AMRC sources say 

Yasa was taken into custody for criticising government policies. Prior to being apprehended, Yasa attended a meeting at the Inter-

Continental Hotel on reforming Afghanistan’s electoral law. 

Violence against women, including murder, has increased in Farah province this year, officials tell Pajhwok. Provincial director of 

women’s affairs Lailoma Siddiqui said her department registered 60 cases of violence against women, including 13 murders and three 

suicides, during the course of the last four months alone. In comparison, she said there were 91 cases of violence against women – and 

no murders – for all of last year. At this rate, the number of reported cases of violence against women this year in Farah is set to be 

double what it was the preceding year. 

Police officials report that they have arrested a man for allegedly sexually assaulting a 12-year-old boy in the Chamtal district of 

Balkh province, states Ariana. Another suspect in the case is being pursued by police. Reports say a number of bystanders watched the 

boy being raped. The victim’s father said his son was sexually assaulted because of ethnic differences, though the nature of these dif-

ferences is not specified. Meanwhile, Afghan security officials told Reuters that cleric Mawlavi Sayed Ahmad was arrested on 21 July 

for allegedly raping a young schoolgirl in Samangan province.  

Taliban insurgents are threatening the local residents of Kandahar province’s Panjwayi district with death if they refer to their local 

government councils to solve their problems, district governor Haji Fazel Mohammad told Tolo News. He said some of the council 

representatives have already been killed or injured.  

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                             Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org 
 

Tajikistan has closed all border crossings with Afghanistan following a military operation to capture a former warlord, though NATO 

trucks are still able to pass, a Tajik official told Reuters. More than 40 people were reportedly killed in Tajikistan on 24 July when 

Tajik government troops clashed with gunmen from a local armed group, The Los Angeles Times reports. The fighting broke out after 

the government deployed troops to find a Tajik warlord who was suspected of involvement in the recent stabbing death of a senior 

Tajik security officer. The government of Tajikistan reportedly closed the border with Afghanistan after government troops captured 

eight Afghans who were fighting for the Tajik warlord. 

The Pakistani government has suspended the transit of NATO supply trucks through the Torkham border crossing over fears of Islam-

ist attacks, according to Agence France-Presse (AFP). On 24 July, gunmen attacked a convoy of NATO supply trucks, killing a driver 

in the town of Jamrud near the city of Peshawar. This is the first such attack since Pakistan lifted a seven-month blockade which had 

prevented NATO supplies from passing through Pakistan en route to Afghanistan. Officials said a search was underway for the perpe-

trator of the 24 July attack and that the route would be re-opened “very soon”. The Chaman border crossing between Afghanistan and 

Pakistan was still open, with 17 trucks awaiting clearance to enter Afghanistan. Before Pakistan closed its borders to NATO supplies 

last November, as many as 150 trucks crossed into Afghanistan at Torkham each day. Officials say the traffic may eventually increase 

to as many as 300 trucks per day. 

The Taliban are using the latest technology to plan and publicise attacks against NATO and Afghan forces, AFP reports. The militants 

recently released a video of a 01 June attack on an ISAF base in Khost province, demonstrating far more developed techniques to plan 

the assault than previously thought. The video shows the attackers using a model and satellite images of the target to plan the attack. 

The insurgents later made a video of the attack which was carefully recorded from several vantage points to ensure a high production 

quality. When the Taliban were in control of Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001, almost all electronic products were outlawed as un-

Islamic; ownership of a video player could lead to a public lashing. 

The US Department of Defense (DoD) lowered the standards used to measure the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF), accord-

ing to Reuters. A study by the US Government Accountability Office (GAO) says that the lower standards enabled the DoD to present 

http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/afghan-president-karzai-asks-for-german-help-with-taliban-talks-a-845893.html
http://ariananews.af/regional/germany-to-open-consulate-in-mazar/
http://ariananews.af/regional/germany-to-open-consulate-in-mazar/
http://ariananews.af/regional/civil-organizations-demand-repeal-of-national-reconciliation-and-general-forgiveness-law/
http://aan-afghanistan.com/index.asp?id=665
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=4987
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https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
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https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/07/27/us-tajikistan-security-nato-idUSBRE86Q0L820120727
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http://dawn.com/2012/07/26/pakistan-suspends-nato-supply-route-over-security/
http://thehimalayantimes.com/fullNews.php?headline=Afghan+Taliban+opting+for+high-tech+attacks&NewsID=340993
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Khost.aspx
http://tribune.com.pk/story/412789/lowering-standards-helped-give-positive-image-of-asf-report/
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The Pakistani government is putting pressure on the estimat-

ed 2.8 million of Afghan refugees in Pakistan to depart by the 

end of 2012, reports the UN-affiliated International Regional 

Information Network. Pakistani officials recently agreed to 

extend Afghan refugees’ Proof of Registration (POR) cards 

from July 2012 to December 2012. Approximately 1.8 mil-

lion Afghan refugees in Pakistan have POR cards; another 

one million Afghans are thought to reside illegally in Paki-

stan. However, Pakistan has made it clear that POR cards 

will not be renewed or extended beyond that point. Habid-

ullah Khan, Pakistani Minister of States and Frontier Re-

gions, said: “The international community desires us to re-

view this policy but we are clear on this point. The refugees 

have become a threat to law and order, security, demography, 

economy and local culture. Enough is enough.”  

 

Humanitarian Update 

a more positive picture of ANSF capabilities. The GAO report says the DoD changed the highest-possible rating for Afghan forces 

from “independent” to “independent with advisors” in 2011, making it easier for more Afghan units to be included in the top category. 

The DoD says the change was intended to better reflect the evolving nature of foreign troops’ relationship with the ANSF and Afghan 

units’ differing skill levels. “Standards have been made more realistic, but not less rigorous,” a DoD official said. 

President Hamid Karzai and Afghan lawmakers are calling on the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) this week to stop 

dismantling foreign military facilities, according to The Washington Post. Afghan officials say they would like to convert the facilities 

into schools, clinics and government offices. As NATO troops continue their withdrawal from Afghanistan, international officials 

have begun to identify and dismantle bases that the Afghan army lacks the capacity to manage or that are no longer operationally sig-

nificant. Afghan officials said they have been shut out of the process and have been forced to watch the dismantling of certain ISAF 

facilities. However, NATO officials say that Afghan government officials have an opportunity to claim bases before they are demol-

ished but that they often do not act in time. International forces reportedly engage “directly and regularly with the Afghan Ministry of 

Finance-led Base Closure Commission, who ultimately determines the disposition of bases,” according to NATO Spokeswoman Lieu-

tenant Colonel Sarah Goodson. 

A Haqqani Network explosives expert was detained during an operation by Afghan and ISAF troops in Khost province on 26 July, 

Khaama Press reports. An ISAF statement says that an Afghan special operations unit, supported by foreign troops, arrested the 

Haqqani bomb-maker while he was in the process of building several improvised explosive devices (IED). 

Other notable security incidents also took place this past week in Afghanistan: 

 At least two NATO service members were killed in an attack by militants in western Afghanistan on 29 July, according to the AP. 

 Seven children were killed by an insurgent bomb at a fresh water spring where Afghan police often replenish their drinking sup-

ply in the Taywara district of Ghor province, the AP noted.  

 On 28 July, unidentified gunmen killed Essa Khan, the organiser of the public uprising against the Taliban in Faryab province, 

officials tell Ariana News. Local officials say the government failed to provide Khan with sufficient security. The public uprising 

against the Taliban began about a month ago in the Andar district of Ghazni and has since expanded to other parts of the country. 

 At least five people, including an Afghan judge, were killed on 30 July following the detonation of an explosive device inside a 

mosque in the Tarin Kot district of Uruzgan province, local officials tell Khaama Press.To date no one has claimed responsibility.  

 On 29 July, insurgents shot and killed Mohammad Ismail Wafa, the head of Chak district in Wardak province, says the AP.  

 Afghan legislator Abdul Rahim Ayoubi from Kandahar survived an attack when armed men took aim at him in the Kolola Pushta 

area of Kabul on 29 July, writes Khaama Press. To date no one has claimed responsibility. 
 

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                           Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

he completion of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline is vital to enabling India and Pakistan to 

meet their growing energy needs as fuel sources are relatively limited, reports NewEurope Post. Energy shortfalls reportedly 

limit economic growth in India and Pakistan by 3-4% annually. 

Nasiri Hakimi, chief of Ariana Afghan Airlines, says the state-

owned air carrier has been facing financial constraints in recent 

years, particularly since the Afghan government ceased providing 

it with financial support. The airline downsized but is having dif-

ficulty staying afloat. Hakimi indicated that the airline was owed 

money by three Afghan government ministries and suggested that 

its financial position would be stronger if more government offi-

cials opted to fly Ariana rather than its competitors.  

Pakistan and Afghanistan have launched an initiative to make the 

road from North Waziristan to Khost passable, reports The Trib-

une. This road offers the shortest route for Afghan imports arriv-

ing in Karachi. Until 2002, it was heavily used for cross-border 

commerce, however, insecurity impelled traders to opt for lengthi-

er alternatives. Pakistani Army Chief Ashfaq Parvez Kayani and 

Khost Governor Abdul Jabbar Naeemi recently agreed to make the 

road operational once again. Meanwhile, another road from South 

Waziristan, in Pakistan, to Afghanistan has recently been complet-

ed. It is estimated that these new roads will positively impact more 

than two million people and will help reduce smuggling and the black market in goods along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border. How-

ever, some businessmen are reportedly sceptical of this new initiative. In addition, locals say the Taliban has issued warnings o steer 

clear of the road and not participate in its construction.      

T  

http://www.irinnews.org/report/95937/PAKISTAN-Pressure-mounts-on-Afghan-refugees
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Several major construction projects in Afghanistan are behind schedule and will not be complete by the time foreign troops transition 

security responsibility to the Afghan forces in 2014, reports The New York Times. In 2010, American officials identified infrastructure 

projects intended to build popular support for the Afghan government in the Taliban heartland. The US Departments of Defense and 

State allocated USD 400 million and designed plans for seven projects, the majority of which focused upon electricity supply. The 

projects were slated for completion in mid-2013. However, according to a report from the US government’s Special Inspector General 

for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR), significant work has yet to begin on five of these projects. SIGAR says that “if goals are set 

and not achieved, both the US and the Afghan governments can lose the populace’s support”. An American official in Kabul, who 

spoke with The New York Times on the condition of anonymity, urged patience, arguing that the Afghan government was learning how 

to maintain and operate all of the infrastructure built during the past decade. The SIGAR report says that, given past experience with 

difficult projects, contingencies should have been factored into the design of the initiative. 

A Pakistani government delegation travelled to Afghanistan to meet with Minister of Public Health Soraya Dalil regarding the Polio 

Eradication Initiative, according to a press release from the Afghan Ministry of Public Health. Afghanistan, Pakistan and Nigeria are 

the only three countries in the world where polio remains endemic. The bilateral meetings focused upon a common strategy to enable 

Afghanistan and Pakistan to become polio-free. Ala Awan says that “the successes we have seen in the neighbouring countries, most 

recently in India, show us that the goal is achievable and that we must make the best use of opportunities and resources to achieve this 

critical goal”. Meanwhile, the United Nations announced a new campaign to vaccinate eight million children against polio and mea-

sles. More than 27,000 health workers, volunteers and community mobilisers in Afghanistan have been involved in the two-week old 

campaign.   
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