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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 22 – 27 February 2012, 

with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information 

on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of 

the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

 
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

he Afghan Central Bank, known as Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), is taking steps to stem 

the mass exodus of cash from the country, reports The Wall Street Journal. Concerned 

about future security, Afghans are believed to have shipped at least USD 4.6 billion – 

more than the entire government’s budget – out of the 

country in 2011. This amount is more than twice as much 

as was sent abroad in 2010. The article suggests that much 

of the money, which is commonly carried in suitcases filled 

with cash, comes from narcotics trafficking and from cor-

ruption. However, The Wall Street Journal notes that a sig-

nificant portion of the USD 4.6 billion also originates in 

Pakistan and is smuggled into Afghanistan en route to Du-

bai in order to hide its origins as part of a multinational 

money laundering network. DAB officials are currently in-

stituting a new policy in which an individual is only permit-

ted to carry USD 20,000 out of the country at a time; previ-

ously, there had been a reporting requirement but no limit. 

Afghanistan’s hawala dealers, who facilitate the transfer of 

large volumes of money from Afghanistan to Dubai and 

other international destinations, are concerned that the limit 

will negatively affect their business. Hawala dealers told 

The Wall Street Journal that their business is crucial in 

enabling Afghan businesses to pay oversees suppliers quickly and reliably; the dealers indi-

cated that many Afghans still have little faith in their country’s nascent formal banking system. 

Pajhwok Afghan News says that the European Union Chamber of Commerce in Afghanistan 

(EUCCA) was inaugurated this past week at a ceremony in Kabul attended by Afghanistan’s 

ministers of finance and commerce and industries. The EUCCA will help to link Afghanistan’s 

private sector with chambers of commerce and other business-support organisations across 

Europe in hopes of increasing the export of Afghan goods. Currently, Afghanistan imports 

EUR 800 million in goods from EU member countries each year but exports more modest 

amounts of goods to Europe. The EUCCA will be partnering with the Afghanistan Investment 

Support Agency (AISA), the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI) and 

other private-sector associations. Tolo News reports that the Chamber of Commerce will also 

be providing some loans and offering trainings on how to package goods for export in line with 

European standards. 

Officials of the Nangarhar Valley Development Authority (NVDA) say that 25,000 hectares of 

government-owned and private land in Nangarhar province may soon lose access to irrigation 

water if rehabilitation works are not undertaken on a key canal, according to Pajhwok. The ca-

nal has reportedly not been maintained since the early 1990s and has become clogged with silt; 

in addition, 28 gates, which control the flow of irrigation water, are also broken. An NVDA of-

ficial says that “the canal has a vital role in the development of agriculture in Nangarhar” and 

that “there is an urgent need for $500,000 to clean and repair it.” The NVDA blames the  

T 

Source: Wall Street Journal 

 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://www.centralbank.gov.af/
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-20-Afghanistan-Targets-Flight-of-Cash.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-21-EUCCA-Inaugurated-PAN.pdf
http://www.aisa.org.af/
http://www.acci.org.af/
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/5430-european-chamber-of-commerce-opens-office-in-kabul
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-19-Nangarhar-Canal-Destruction-PAN.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-19-Nangarhar-Canal-Destruction-PAN.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-20-Afghanistan-Targets-Flight-of-Cash.pdf
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Afghan Ministry for Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL) for 

their failure to maintain the canal over the past decade. In addition, the 

NVDA’s director told Pajhwok that powerful “mafia” groups are illegally 

seizing prime orchard lands and building homes on them. Provincial Gov-

ernor Gul Agha Sherzai has previously raised concern over the issue of 

land seizures. In this case, the groups and individuals seizing the land are 

reportedly destroying the crops on the land, thus reducing the province’s 

output of olive oil, citrus fruits and pickles. 

An article in South Africa’s Financial Mail indicates that South African 

firms are becoming more aware of potential opportunities within Afghani-

stan. South African firms are reportedly experienced in extracting minerals 

such as gold, coal, iron ore and chromite, which are found in Afghanistan. 

The Afghan government is currently tendering an additional four mineral 

deposits, with expressions of interest due in early March 2012. The Af-

ghan government reportedly provides benefits for foreign mining companies; for instance, Afghanistan offers tax breaks for mining 

firms and does not require that such companies establish Afghan-owned subsidiaries in order to become involved in mineral extrac-

tion. 

 Pajhwok finds that the price of food and fuel declined slightly in Kabul this past week. The price of a litre of diesel fell from AFN 64 

(USD 1.33) to AFN 62 (USD 1.28). The value of the Afghani against the US dollar also fell slightly. 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

ccording to Pajhwok Afghan News, religious scholars have condemned the death and destruction that has occurred as a result 

of demonstrations against the burning of copies of the Islamic holy book, the Quran, by international forces. Abdul Nasir Nus-

rat, a teacher at Kabul University, told Pajhwok that every Muslim reserved the right to protest such an outrage but that Af-

ghanistan’s Constitution allowed only peaceful demonstrations. Political scientist Tufan Waziri from Kabul, told Deutsche Welle that 

a lack of political education can often lead to a misinterpretation or exaggeration of events such as those in Bagram. Meanwhile, the 

Associated Press (AP) reports that US President Barack Obama and the top commander of US and NATO forces in Afghanistan, Gen-

eral John Allen, have both publicly apologised for the incident, which they claim was unintended. Abdul Qayoum Sajadi, a member of 

a parliamentary delegation that was sent to Bagram air base to assess the incident, recounted discussions with US military command-

ers who claimed personnel who burned the books were unaware that the Quran texts were included in the boxes marked for disposal, 

Khaama Press stated. 

According to the AP, the killing of two American military advisers inside a heavily guarded ministry building has led General Allen to 

recall all international military personnel embedded within Afghan ministries. These advisers were helping to develop the ministries 

so that Afghans can take the lead by the end of 2014. The United States, the United Kingdom, France and Germany are also pulling 

their civilian advisers out of Afghan ministries, Khaama Press reported. A French foreign ministry spokesman told Reuters that 

France’s preparations to withdraw non-military personnel should concern only a couple of dozen people. Meanwhile, US Ambassador 

to Afghanistan Ryan Crocker said that US advisers have been withdrawn from the governmental organisations and ministries of Af-

ghanistan only on a temporary basis, another Khaama Press article stated. Ambassador Crocker said the US would remain committed 

to cooperation with the Afghan government and in assisting Afghanistan to prevent it from becoming a safe haven for terrorists. 

The United Nations says it is moving its international staff from their Kunduz city office which was attacked on 25 February by dem-

onstrators, the AP mentioned. The UN said the evacuation will be temporary and that staffers will be relocated elsewhere in Afghani-

stan until the organisation is sure the office can operate in safety. International staffs (both military and civilian) working at the US 

Embassy and international organisations, have been restricted to their compounds. 

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani has appealed to the Taliban leadership as well as all other Afghan insurgent groups, 

including Hezb-e-Islami, to participate in an Afghan-led process for national reconciliation and peace, Pakistani officials told The Na-

tion. Gilani made the remarks in response to Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s request for help in the peace process on 21 February. 

Dawn reported that Pakistan’s foreign minister, Hina Rabbani Khar, said Pakistan “will support any [peace efforts] that are Afghan-

led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-driven. This is our first and last pre-requisite”. Rabbani added Pakistan should not be seen as interfer-

ing too closely—“We will only follow what our Afghan brothers and sisters decide is the course of action they will adopt”.  

The head of Kandahar’s provincial peace council, Ata Mohammad Ahmadi, told Reuters that Afghan government officials have been 

meeting for “some time” with mid-level Taliban commanders in the Pakistani city of Quetta, where the leadership of the militant 

group is said to be based. “In the last 10 days, our peace council delegation has gone to Quetta three times in twos and threes,” he said. 

US Department of State (DoS) officials stated that President Karzai’s invitation to the Taliban to engage in direct talks was not a sign 

of Kabul distancing itself from Washington, Tolo News reported. 

A 

 

 

The Ministry for Agriculture, Irrigation and Live-

stock (MAIL) has begun distributing agricultural 

inputs such as seeds and fertiliser to 1,000 poor fami-

lies in Samangan province in northern Afghanistan, 

according to Pajhwok. Samangan along with much of 

northern Afghanistan has been hard hit by food inse-

curity this past year. In addition, MAIL and the In-

ternational Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has 

also begun distributing emergency food aid as well as 

blankets, clothing and other items to families in 

Nuristan and Nangarhar provinces.  

 

Humanitarian Update 

https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-19-Strongmen-Grab-Orchards-PAN.pdf
http://www.fm.co.za/Article.aspx?id=165702
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-23-Fuel-Down-PAN.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_ScholarsUrgeRestraintProtestors.pdf
http://www.dw.de/dw/article/0,,15767031,00.html?maca=en-rss-en-all-1573-xml-atom
http://articles.philly.com/2012-02-24/news/31095896_1_afghan-police-afghan-soldier-afghan-security-forces
http://www.khaama.com/afghan-delegation-visits-bagram-to-inspect-quran-burning-723
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/Afghanistan/Two-US-troops-shot-in-Kabul-NATO-pulls-workers/Article1-817846.aspx
http://www.khaama.com/france-germany-pulls-advisers-from-afghan-ministries-750
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-koran-francetre81q12i-20120227,0,5218641.story
http://www.khaama.com/united-states-remains-committed-to-support-afghanistan-756
http://www.statesman.com/news/nation/un-evacuates-northern-afghan-office-2202088.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41372&Cr=Afghanistan&Cr1
http://www.usatoday.com/USCP/PNI/Front%20Page/2012-02-26-BCASAfghanistan19th-LdWritethru_ST_U.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/USCP/PNI/Front%20Page/2012-02-26-BCASAfghanistan19th-LdWritethru_ST_U.htm
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/national/24-Feb-2012/pm-appeals-afghan-groups-to-join-peace-process
http://www.newsleader.com/article/20120217/NEWS01/202170329/Afghanistan-s-Karzai-asks-Pakistani-help-peace-effort
http://www.dawn.com/2012/02/23/afghanistan-endgame-pak-vows-to-support-not-lead-peace-move.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/21/us-afghanistan-taliban-quetta-idUSTRE81K1G020120221
http://www.state.gov/
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5443-no-talks-with-taliban-who-killed-american-troops-us-says
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-21-Distro-of-Agri-Inputs-PAN.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-02-21-Distro-of-Agri-Inputs-PAN.pdf
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In related news, the US DoS has said that the Pakistani Taliban who were involved in attacks on US citizens and Afghans were not 

welcome to join peace talks, Tolo News reported. The statement was made a day ahead of US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s 

meeting with Pakistan’s foreign minister.  

The US and Afghan governments are considering pushing through a 

long-delayed strategic partnership agreement by deferring the conten-

tious issues of night raids and control over prisons to separate negotia-

tions, officials from both countries told the AP. But Afghanistan’s deputy 

national security adviser told the AP that he does not foresee an accept-

able way of separating the issues since President Karzai had already set a 

deadline of 09 March for the transfer of prisons. Captain Kevin Aandahl, 

a spokesman for the task force overseeing US detention operations, how-

ever, said that the US will hand over the Parwan prison once it has de-

cided that the Afghan government has the “capacity to effectively handle 

the operations conducted at the facility”. Meanwhile, the Americans have 

said night raid operations are one of its most effective tools for finding 

and capturing insurgents, while President Karzai has said that too many 

of these night raids have resulted in civilian deaths. 

The Afghanistan Tribal Solidarity Council has called for a decentralised 

form of government, according to Pajhwok. Mohammad Aman Khairi, 

the council head, told a gathering of hundreds of tribal representatives 

that government offices were rife with corruption. Khairi said the prob-

lems they are facing would not be resolved until all tribes stood united 

for their rights, “We reject federalism, but want a decentralised system 

because we see it in the interest of our people.” 

Outlook Afghanistan reports that the upper house of parliament, the 

Meshrano Jirga, has approved the government’s draft budget for the 

current fiscal year. Budgetary and Finance Commission head, Maulvi 

Abdul Wahab Irfan, said the budget was approved with a recommenda-

tion for 12.514 billion afghanis (USD 240 million) in cuts. The draft budget is currently pending review and approval from the Wolesi 

Jirga, the lower house of parliament. 

The Kandahar provincial governor has decided to cancel the collection of municipal taxes, which were collected from the local mer-

chants, after the local merchants complained of losing the majority of their income, Khaama Press reported. The provincial governor 

vowed to cancel the collection of municipal taxes if approved by the cabinet meeting. This comes as the food items prices have in-

creased due to various types of taxes payable to the Afghan government, local merchants said. 

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                               Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org    

                                      
n Afghan Ministry of Interior Affairs (MoI) spokesman confirmed on Sunday, 26 February that a ministry worker is the main 

suspect in the 25 February shootings of two American advisors in the MoI command centre, reports Los Angeles Times. An 

MoI statement said the suspect remains at large as of 27 February, and that 

“serious efforts by Afghan security forces are underway to capture him.” The vio-

lence resulted from the burning of Qurans, the Muslim holy book, at Bagram air-

field. The protests have spanned six days and have resulted in at least 30 people 

killed and 200 wounded; protesters were killed in the city of Kabul, as well as sev-

eral of the provinces. Two other American soldiers were killed on 23 February and 

four others wounded by a man in an Afghan National Army (ANA) uniform. Gen-

eral Allen, who visited the base where the shootings occurred, has urged troops to be 

calm and avoid actions based on revenge, says the Associated Press. ANA Chief of 

Staff General Sher Mohammad Karimi travelled with General Allen and told troops 

that their sacrifice was not wasted and that together they are “fighting an enemy of 

humanity.” President Barack Obama and other US officials have issued formal 

apologies; Afghan President Hamid Karzai has blamed a US soldier for “ignorantly” 

burning Qurans, and has urged his people to remain peaceful. United Press International says the Taliban urged Afghan security 

forces on 23 February to ‘turn their guns on the foreign infidel invaders” and repeatedly urged Afghans to kill, beat and capture 

NATO soldiers. 

 

A 

 

 

About half a million Afghans have fled their homes 

because of violence and are living in desperate condi-

tions with little help from the government, Amnesty 

International (AI) says in a new report. The govern-

ment often stops aid groups from making long-term 

improvements to conditions in most camps on the 

grounds that it encourages migrants to settle perma-

nently away from their homes. The future of children 

living in the camps is also being compromised the 

report warned, with many barred or unable to attend 

local schools. Often, the reason given for the ban is 

lack of national identity cards, which the Afghans 

remain in the home districts they fled. The report was 

based on three years of research and interviews with 

more than 100 internally displaced people and return-

ing refugees in 12 slum communities in and around 

the cities of Kabul, Herat and Mazar-i-Sharif. Am-

nesty also met with government officials and interna-

tional agencies. 

 

 

Humanitarian Update 

http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5443-no-talks-with-taliban-who-killed-american-troops-us-says
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5443-no-talks-with-taliban-who-killed-american-troops-us-says
http://www.statesman.com/news/nation/afghans-us-may-defer-issues-in-strategic-deal-2192007.html
http://www.statesman.com/news/nation/afghans-us-may-defer-issues-in-strategic-deal-2192007.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Parwan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_TribalRepsCallforDecentralisation.pdf
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=3463
http://www.khaama.com/merchants-in-kandahar-complain-over-state-taxes-744
http://moi.gov.af/en
http://www.latimes.com/news/la-afghan-intelligence-officer-is-suspect-in-shooting-of-us-soldiers-20120226-m,0,2376729.story?track=rss&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+latimes%2Fnews%2Fprintedition%2Fopinion+%28Los+Angeles+Times+-+Editorials%2C+Op-Ed%29
http://www.latimes.com/news/la-afghan-intelligence-officer-is-suspect-in-shooting-of-us-soldiers-20120226-m,0,2376729.story?track=rss&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+latimes%2Fnews%2Fprintedition%2Fopinion+%28Los+Angeles+Times+-+Editorials%2C+Op-Ed%29
http://www.bagram.afcent.af.mil/
http://www.bagram.afcent.af.mil/
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Security%20Archive/Troops%20killed%20by%20Afghan%20soldier%20were%20Americans.pdf
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2011/05/afghan_national_army_4.php
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Security%20Archive/7%20Afghans%20killed%20in%20protests%20over%20Quran%20burnings.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Security%20Archive/7%20Afghans%20killed%20in%20protests%20over%20Quran%20burnings.pdf
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2012/02/23/Afghan-soldier-kills-2-US-soldiers/UPI-66781330001572/?
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2012/02/23/Afghan-soldier-kills-2-US-soldiers/UPI-66781330001572/?
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/afghans-fleeing-war-find-misery-urban-slums-2012-02-23
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/afghans-fleeing-war-find-misery-urban-slums-2012-02-23
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ASA11/001/2012/en/16509ae3-8407-4f1a-95e8-029f1e08397d/asa110012012en.pdf
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A suicide bomber detonated his explosive-packed vehicle outside the gates of Jalalabad airfield on 27 February, according to Tolo 

News. Local officials report at least 9 dead and 21 wounded in the attack on the joint Afghan-ISAF airfield; no ISAF casualties were 

reported, according to the Associated Press. The Taliban claimed the bombing was revenge for the burning of copies of the Quran at 

Bagram airfield, McClatchy has reported. 

 

A protester was killed and seven US special forces trainers were wounded 26 February in a grenade attack on their base in the sixth 

day of anti-American protests, Agence France-Presse reports. A police spokesman said one person was killed in the anti-US demon-

stration as some 2,000 anti-US protesters tried to march on the provincial capital. “The demonstrators hurled a hand grenade at US 

special forces based in Imam Sahib town in Kunduz province. As a result, seven US special forces were wounded,” Kunduz police 

spokesman Sayed Sarwar Hussaini said. 

Afghan police have intercepted as many as 41 more children who were in-

tended to be used as suicide bombers, the Ministry of Interior Affairs (MoI) 

announced on 21 February. CNN is reporting that four suspects were attempt-

ing to smuggle the children across the mountainous border between Pakistan 

and Afghanistan’s Kunar province. “We strongly believe that the children 

were being taken to Pakistan to be trained, brainwashed and sent back as Af-

ghan enemies,” MoI spokesman Sediq Seddiqi announced. The children range 

from 6 to 11 years old and were returned by police to their families, Seddiqi 

said. Earlier this month, police had intercepted 2 intended child-bombers, one 

of whom had been pardoned by President Hamid Karzai once already in 2011 

(see CFC Weekly Review of 22 February). 

Four Afghan government workers have been arrested on charges of spying for 

other governments, Tolo News has reported. A spokesman for National Direc-

torate of Security (NDS) said those arrested had spied for intelligence organi-

sations of some countries in the region, but offered no further information. 

One of those arrested is said to be an employee of the Afghan Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs (MoFA), but an MFA spokesman said only that one of its 

employees was called to the NDS for questioning. The MFA did not elaborate 

on who the employee was or what post he held. 

General Carsten Jacobson, spokesman for ISAF, points out the successes seen 

in the ISAF training programme for Afghan police and other security forces, 

notes Voice of America. To leave on schedule, foreign troops have focused on 

training Afghan security forces to take over. Although many outside observers 

have criticised the training efforts, saying they remain hindered by multiple 

problems, Gen Jacobson says Afghan police have handled the thousands of 

protesters this past week in a professional manner, attributing the success to 

their assimilation of continued ISAF training. “This is a different police than 

what we have seen two or three years ago. It executed its duties with great 

skill, with great calm and with great patience. And, it managed to diffuse many situations that could have turned very critically other-

wise,” he said.  

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                           Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org                                         

 

n investigation by the Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) uncovered the hidden death toll caused by contaminated 

water in rural Afghanistan. The investigation, which focused in the Aybak district in Samangan province, found that the num-

ber of deaths resulting from diarrhoea, dehydration, typhus fever and kidney disease as a consequence of using contaminated 

water sources was vastly un-reported by local authorities. According to IWPR, there have been numerous accusations made against 

the provincial government to hide the real magnitude of the water crisis in the district to avoid criticism from the central government. 

Yusef Faez, the head of the Samangan provincial hospital, told Ariana TV that only 2% of Aybak’s residents had access to clean 

drinking water and accused provincial offices of negligence in not addressing the problem. Provincial offices disputed the figures pre-

sented by Faez, who was dismissed two days after the interview, according to IWPR. The IWPR reporter travelled across the villages 

of Hasan Khil, Quch Nehal-e Bala, Quch Nehal-e Payin, Dalkhahi and Larghan documenting the deaths of 219 men, 225 women and 

300 children, and concluded that a large number of deaths were linked to drinking water. Furthermore, hospital administrators ac-

knowledge that 250-300 visits per month on average are related to poor drinking water. An official from the Ministry of Public Health 

(MoPH) in Kabul denied that the deaths in Aybak could be attributed to drinking contaminated water. Other officials in the provincial 

government, such as the mayor of Aybak, the head of reconstructions programmes in Ayabak and the head of the water department, 

A 

 

 

ISAF units rescued 14 Afghan National Police 

(ANP) officers on 22 February in a remote area of 

Ghor province after extreme weather stranded the 

police unit. One member of the group died before 

the rescue could take place. Battling record-low 

temperatures for five days with little food, water 

and no shelter, the trapped ANP were finally able 

to contact ISAF for support. ISAF units immedi-

ately responded by helicopter with supplies. A 

group of local Afghan families in a nearby village 

assisted the stranded police by providing them 

food, water and shelter. After rendering medical 

aid to the policemen, coalition forces replenished 

the families’ dwindling stocks of food and water 

resulting from their supporting the stranded ANP.  

General Allen said “We are grateful to those com-

passionate and dutiful Afghan citizens who self-

lessly provided assistance to their countrymen in 

their time of need,” Allen added. “These are the 

reasons why — after having been shoulder to 

shoulder with the Afghans for such a long time — 

that we believe in their people, in their spirit and in 

this country; and it’s events like this that energize 

us all to seize every opportunity to help the Af-

ghans reach a positive future.”  

Humanitarian Update 

http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5480-9-killed-in-jalalabad-suicide-attack-official-says
http://www.motca.gov.af/?id=76
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20120227/NEWS04/120227003/9-Afghans-killed-blast-outside-NATO-base-?odyssey=nav%7Chead
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20120227/NEWS04/120227003/9-Afghans-killed-blast-outside-NATO-base-?odyssey=nav%7Chead
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2012/02/27/140074/taliban-claims-responsibility.html?
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/international/seven_calls_troops_wounded_for_grenade_BWyVVlwx7yrxxPdIBMncDL#ixzz1nbsHkwlm,
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunduz.aspx
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/02/21/world/asia/afghanistan-child-bombers/index.html?hpt=wo_c2
http://moi.gov.af/en
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Security%20Archive/2%20Boys%20With%20Suicide%20Vests%20Are%20Arrested%20in%20Afghanistan-NYT.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Newsletters%20Archive/CFC_Afghanistan-Review-22Feb12.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5487-nds-arrests-four-govt-employees-on-espionage-accusations?
http://mfa.gov.af/en
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/Suicide-Bomber-Strikes-in-Afghanistan-Amid-Quran-Burning-Protests-140538303.html
http://iwpr.net/
http://iwpr.net/report-news/water-pollution-silent-killer-north-afghan-district
http://iwpr.net/report-news/water-pollution-silent-killer-north-afghan-district
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Samangan.aspx
http://moph.gov.af/en
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/news/isaf-assist-mission-rescues-stranded-anp-resupplies-local-village.html
http://www.understandingwar.org/afghan-national-police-anp
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghor.aspx
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claimed they knew nothing about deaths from contaminated drinking water. However, Sediq Azizi, spokesman of the Samangan gov-

ernor, Khairullah Anush, told IWPR that “every year we present our problems to the ministries in Kabul, but they have not taken any 

action yet.” He concluded, “these deaths are the will of Allah. They are not the media’s business at all… It isn’t the governor fault that 

wells cannot be dug in Aybak.”        

In similar news, the NGO Global Hope Network International (GHNI) has provided water access to the Hazara minority through a 

Transformational Community Development approach, reports a GHNI’s press release. The Hazara minority group traditionally have 

suffered discrimination within Afghanistan, from the time of Genghis Khan and more recently by the Taliban. Previously, members of 

the Hazara community, located in the village of Sherdosh in Bamian province, had to walk two hours on a daily basis to collect water 

from a spring, which is used by animals. Within the village, the only water source available was a seasonal small ditch that held water 

only after the snow meltdown. The construction works, such as digging trenches and laying the pipes, were completed by the commu-

nity, while GHNI provided the basic materials. A hydrant has been installed in the village providing water for the inhabitants and the 

animals from different sources. 

Dawoon Ali Najafi, Afghan Minister of Transport and Aviation, told Tolo News the ministry has developed a strategy to improve the 

safety of Afghan roads. The comprehensive new plan will make an annual technical check for all vehicles mandatory. The lack of 

proper maintenance systems, excessive speeding, overloading, the use of narcotics and the presence of unlicensed drivers are the main 

causes of road accidents. The minister told Tolo they are seeking coordination with the MoPH to identify drug addicts, as 80% of Af-

ghan truck drivers are allegedly addicted to narcotics. 

In addition, a number of individual social and infrastructure developments were reported by the media during the course of the past 

week (see the map, below): 

a. USD 20 million has been earmarked for development projects in 

Ghazni province, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. The construction 

works for some projects will be launched in a month. USD 17 million 

will be spent for the construction of the Islamic Cultural Centre.  

b. The MoPH confirmed that doctors delivering tonnes of medicines have 

arrived in Badakhshan province to deal with pneumonia cases, informs 

Pajhwok. The drugs and the doctors have been sent to Yawan, Kohis-

tan and Raghistan districts, in which the majority of deaths from 

pneumonia are concentrated.  

c. A new 200-bed rehabilitation centre for drug addicts has been inaugu-

rated in Janglak area in Kabul, reports Pajhwok. The centre, which was 

built in three months, cost USD 290,000 and was funded by the 

MoPH. With this new facility, Kabul accounts for 11 rehabilitation 

centres with an overall capacity of 500 beds.  

d. Ninety schools will be built during the next solar year in Ghazni prov-

ince, highlights Pajhwok. The schools, which will have an estimated 

cost of USD 2.5 million, will be built by the Ministry of Education (MoE) and the Polish and US Provincial Reconstruction Teams. 

 

 

http://globalhopenetwork.org/
http://globalhopenetwork.org/clean-water-for-remote-afghan-village
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Bamian.aspx
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/5439-afghan-ministry-makes-transport-safety-strategy
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/5439-afghan-ministry-makes-transport-safety-strategy
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/$20m%20earmarked%20for%20Ghazni%20projects%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Doctors%20in%20Badakhshan%20as%20pneumonia%20toll%20mounts%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Kabul%20drug%20rehabilitation%20centre%20inaugurated%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/90%20schools%20to%20be%20built%20in%20Ghazni%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://english.moe.gov.af/
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 “Fleeing War, Finding Misery: the Plight of Internally Displaced in Afghanistan”, Amnesty International, February 2012. 

  “Humanitarian Bulletin: Afghanistan 01-31January 2012”, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA), February 2012. 

 The readings and resources above were brought to the attention of the CFC’s Afghanistan Team during the course of the past several weeks. The CFC does not 
endorse any of these documents or their content. If you would like to recommend a report or website for this section of the “Afghanistan Review”, please send the 

file or reference to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC welcomes all recommendations but is not obliged to print them. 

 
 

 Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan. The fifth Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Af-

ghanistan (RECCA) will be held in the capital of Tajikistan, Dushanbe, on 26-27 March 2012. The conference will focus on 

strategies for enhancing commercial cooperation within Central and South Asia and beyond. President Hamid Karzai will re-

portedly be leading Afghanistan’s delegation at the RECCA conference. 
 

 Agricultural Development for Afghanistan Pre-Deployment Training. The United States Department of Agriculture 

(www.usda.gov) and a consortium of American universities deliver this training. The curriculum will meet the needs of all de-

ploying United States Government personnel in support of the USG Agriculture Strategy in Afghanistan. The training is for 

United States Government personnel and will take place in Fresno, California on the following dates: 26-31 March, 02-07 April 

and 18-23 June. Participants will be enrolled on a first come first serve basis. Contact Ryan Brewster, US Department of Agri-

culture, at ryan.brewster@fas.usda.gov for further information. 
 

 Field Security Management Course. The Centre for Safety and Development (CSD) will be holding its “Field Security Man-

agement” course in Afghanistan from 13-15 May 2012. The course reportedly addresses topics such as the following: security 

management, context analysis, risk assessment, security strategies and procedures, contingency planning, incident reporting and 

the development of action plans. Further information is available here. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like your notice to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org.  The CFC is not obliged 

to print any notice that it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted for publication in the “Af-

ghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 

Recent Readings & Resources  

Afghanistan Events Calendar 

 
www.cimicweb.org afghanistan@cimicweb.org Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC) 
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PDF_103.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20January%202012.pdf
mailto:Afghanistan@cimicweb.org
http://centralasiaonline.com/en_GB/articles/caii/newsbriefs/2012/01/20/newsbrief-11
http://centralasiaonline.com/en_GB/articles/caii/newsbriefs/2012/01/20/newsbrief-11
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http://www.centreforsafety.org/
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