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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 20 – 26 March 2012, 

with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information 

on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of 

the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

  
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

n an interview with Pajhwok Afghan News, Isabel Guerrero, the World Bank’s vice-

president for South Asia, said that Afghanistan’s growth will likely decline substantially as 

aid leaves the country and that the government needs to take steps to maximise growth. She 

noted that, with estimated growth of 5.5% per year through 2018 and approximately 3% after 

that point, the country will barely keep up with its 2.8% annual population growth. To alleviate 

poverty and propel growth, Guerrero recommended that the Afghan government prioritise na-

tional programmes and eliminate those programmes which are not crucial. Guerrero also ex-

pressed concern that the Afghan security services are not financially sustainable and that the 

Afghan could be impelled to cut spending on economically beneficial activities to pay for its 

security forces. The World Bank official also targeted her comments towards foreign donor in-

stitutions, which she said need to start providing resources to Afghanistan via the country’s 

budgetary process rather than “off-budget”. 

The presidents of Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran and Tajikistan signed an agreement on 25 March 

to collaborate more closely in promoting regional trade and economic integration, according to 

The News International. This pledge was issued as the four countries’ leaders participated in 

the Fifth Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan (RECCA V) in Dushan-

be, the Tajik capital. Tolo News says the conference is being attended by more than 100 Af-

ghan businesspeople, who are using the event to present their businesses and products to inves-

tors from foreign companies. More than 80 countries are represented at RECCA V, which ends 

on 29 March. Rohullah Ahmadzai, a senior official at the Afghanistan Investment Support 

Agency (AISA), indicated that the Afghan government is taking advantage of RECCA V to 

seek financing for large-scale infrastructure projects such as railways and energy pipelines. 

After having won the rights to Afghanistan’s massive Hajigak iron ore deposit last year, India 

is working with Pakistan to ensure that it is able to transport the ore – and perhaps some pro-

cessed metals – across Pakistani soil en route to India, says Reuters. Relations between India 

and Pakistan have been tense in recent decades, and Islamabad reportedly is concerned about 

Indian engagement in Afghanistan. However, with India’s economy growing and Pakistan’s 

facing hardship, Pakistan’s private sector and others are pushing for greater economic coopera-

tion between the two South Asian neighbours. India hopes that the recently improved relations 

between India and Pakistan (discussed further below) will lead Pakistani officials to allow In-

dia to take iron ore from Hajigak to India either via road or a trans-Pakistan slurry pipeline. In-

dia’s investment in Hajigak is estimated to be worth up to USD 11 billion, more than twice as 

large as China’s USD 4.4 billion investment in an Afghan copper mine at Aynak. According to 

The Times of India, the Indian government is not only negotiating land routes with Pakistan but 

is also planning to increase its aid to Afghanistan in order to begin improving the country’s 

transport infrastructure, particularly roads, in order to facilitate export of natural resources. 

In related news, the South Asia News Agency says the petroleum secretaries from India and Pa-

kistan met on 23 March to deepen economic cooperation between the two countries. The main 

item on the agenda is the fuel trade. Pakistan technically allows Pakistani companies to import  

 

I 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Rightsize-Military-World-Bank.pdf
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-13432-Pak-Afghan-Iran-Tajik-leaders-vow-to-promote-regional-trade
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/5700-economic-conference-on-afghanistan-to-boost-private-sector
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/5700-economic-conference-on-afghanistan-to-boost-private-sector
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/21/afghanistan-india-idUSL3E8EL1PB20120321
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/India-ups-aid-for-neighbours/articleshow/12310673.cms
http://www.sananews.net/english/india-pakistan-petroproducts-trade-talks-on-23rd/
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Indian diesel, though in practice Indian fuel almost never enters 

the Pakistani marketplace. However, with Pakistan’s rising energy 

needs and India’s increasing position as an energy exporter, the 

two countries are discussing the construction of a pipeline which 

would take diesel and petrol from Indian refiners and send it to 

Pakistan. Experts indicate that improved relations and economic 

cooperation between India and Pakistan may benefit Afghan busi-

nesses, which are exporting an increasing share of their products to 

India or elsewhere via Pakistani ports. 

Afghan fuel importers tell The Times of Central Asia that ethnic 

favouritism within Central Asia has blocked free competition in 

the fuel trade. A small group of ethnically Uzbek and Turkmen 

Afghans reportedly have deals on highly beneficial terms with fuel 

suppliers in Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan which provide them 

with a near-monopoly over fuel imports via the Hairatan border 

crossing in northern Afghanistan. Approximately 70% of the coun-

try’s oil and gas is imported via Hairatan. Non-Turkmen or non-

Uzbek fuel traders who attempt to import fuel from Central Asia 

note that they are shut out or are offered significantly above-

market prices that severely undermine their profits. Imports via 

Hairatan are particularly important for the Afghan economy given 

that, according to Platts, Pakistan has yet to follow through on its 

more than two-month old pledge to resume shipping fuel to Af-

ghanistan. Pakistani officials had banned oil exports to its western 

neighbour due to domestic energy shortfalls back in October 2011. 

While Afghanistan currently produces 40% of the fish consumed 

by Afghans each year, the country’s Ministry of Agriculture, Irri-

gation and Livestock (MAIL) is pushing for complete self-

sufficiency in fish production over the course of the next decade, 

according to Pajhwok. To do so, MAIL is establishing fish farms 

in the following provinces: Balkh, Bamian, Helmand, Kunduz, 

Nangarhar and Nuristan. Afghan fishmongers said that they prefer 

Afghan fish over those from Pakistan or Iran but that there simply 

was not enough locally-raised fish. Hence, the scarce but high-

quality Afghan fish often sell for AFN 350 (USD 7.26) per kg as 

opposed to approximately AFN 180 (USD 3.73) for Pakistani fish. 

It is hoped that increased production will also make Afghan fish 

more affordable on local markets. 

Lastly, the US government will be establishing an International 

Center for Afghan Women’s Economic Development at the Amer-

ican University of Afghanistan, according to the Kuwait News 

Agency. The plans to set up the centre were announced by US Sec-

retary of State Hillary Clinton at an event marking the 10th anniversary of the US-Afghan Women’s Council. 

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has rejected the transfer of five Taliban prisoners from Guantanamo Bay to Qatar, senior Ameri-

can officials tell The Wall Street Journal. This decision was announced after Qatar expressed resistance to some US demands regard-

ing the handling and monitoring of the prisoners, according to the officials. The US Department of Defense (DoD) has now taken the 

lead from the US State Department in negotiations with Qatar, and DoD personnel expressed optimism that sticking points could be 

resolved. The Taliban says the prisoner transfer is necessary for peace talks to proceed and last week said it had withdrawn from nego-

tiations because the US government had not yet moved forward with relocating the Taliban members from Guantanamo. Syed Mo-

hammed Akbar Agha, a senior Taliban commander and cousin of the Taliban’s main negotiator, tells The Wall Street Journal that he 

is in contact with Taliban negotiators and that any that suspension of peace talks would be temporary. A senior US Defense Depart-

ment official said Qatar and the United States agree on the need to monitor Taliban prisoners once they are moved to Qatar, but the 

two countries reportedly disagree about how to do so. 

 

 

The United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID) released its March 2012 “Afghanistan Food Secu-

rity Outlook Update”. The report says that nationwide wheat 

harvests are expected to be up this year. In addition, it finds 

that, despite drought-related crop failures in northern Af-

ghanistan last year, the region benefited from a strong melon 

harvest. In addition, the report notes that north-eastern Af-

ghanistan will benefit strongly this year from increases in the 

value of daily wage labour in the agricultural sector. Agricul-

tural workers during 2012 are expected to receive up to AFN 

600 (USD 12.44) per day in that part of the country, twice 

what they would have been paid last year. Given that north-

ern Afghanistan is largely dependent on rain-fed land, better 

harvests results in a greater demand for agricultural labour 

and hence rising wages. In comparison, agricultural wage 

labourers in southern provinces receive an average of AFN 

250-300 (USD 5.18-6.22) per day. The USAID document 

also says that strong wheat yields in Pakistan this coming 

year are also expected to drive down the market price of 

wheat. However, this situation could reportedly change if 

Iran offers Pakistan oil in exchange for wheat. As a result of 

international sanctions against Iran, that country has limited 

options for obtaining basic foodstuffs and staving off a sig-

nificant spike in the cost of food. 

 

Estimated food insecurity, April-June 2012          Source: USAID 

Humanitarian Update 

http://www.timesca.com/index.php/m-news-by-category/politics-analyses-and-opinions/5939-afghan-fuel-traders-complain-of-turkish-involvement
http://www.platts.com/RSSFeedDetailedNews/RSSFeed/Oil/8093579
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Afghanistan-Fish-Demand.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Afghanistan-Fish-Demand.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Bamian.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunduz.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nuristan.aspx
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2228869&language=en
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2228869&language=en
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/WSJ%20-%20DetaineeDealStallsTalks.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan_FSOU_March__2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan_FSOU_March__2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan_FSOU_March__2012.pdf
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Peace talks were the subject of a number of other articles. US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said that the United States is 

“prepared to continue discussions” with the Taliban and that “our goal is to open the door so that Afghans can be negotiating among 

and between themselves”, according to Pajhwok Afghan News. She also noted that insurgent elements uninterested in peace would 

“continue to face military pressure”. Disagreements within the Taliban over peace talks are damaging negotiations, says Mohammad 

Ismail Qasimyar, Foreign Relations Advisor at the Afghan High Peace Council (HPC), in an interview with Tolo News. Meanwhile 

Balkh province’s governor, Atta Mohammad Noor, tells Pajhwok that peace negotiations with Taliban should not undermine the 

achievements Afghanistan has made over the past decade, including human rights and freedom of expression. 

The International Crisis Group (ICG) has cautioned that current talks with the Taliban are unlikely to bear results for a “sustainable 

peace in Afghanistan”, according to Pajhwok. ICG’s latest report, which expresses concern about the potential for a future civil war in 

Afghanistan, recommends that the United Nations establish a team to mediate between the Afghan government and the insurgency. 

The report also recommended that the Afghan government include stakeholders from every ethnic group, civil society, human rights 

bodies and the Afghan National Security Council in negotiations.  

HPC member Gulali Noor Safi says that female members of the HPC have been largely excluded from main discussions on reconcilia-

tion with the Taliban and are attempting to forge a united voice within the council, according to Reuters. Though women attend peace 

workshops and meetings, Safi say they are not a part of the core decision-making process. She said the women on the HPC had set up 

a committee to ensure issues related to women were addressed during negotiations with the Taliban. Safi, who is also a member of 

parliament from Balkh, says women were not opposed to holding negotiations with the Taliban so long as rights enshrined in the Af-

ghan constitution are protected. Reuters says that some Afghan women have concerns that the current Afghan administration may give 

up some of the gains they have achieved in recent years. According to Safi, the nine female members of the HPC are travelling around 

the country to gather women’s views on a potential peace deal with the Taliban. In related news, US Secretary of State Clinton stated 

that any peace deal in Afghanistan that excludes women or tries to roll back their rights is doomed to fail, according to Bloomberg. 

Speaking at an event marking the 10th anniversary of the US-Afghan Women’s Council, Clinton said the United States will continue 

to defend the advances Afghan women have made since the fall of the Taliban. On 24 March, President Hamid Karzai called on tribal 

and religious leaders to encourage the education of girls, Agence France-Presse reported. President Karzai also urged insurgent 

groups to refrain from attacking teachers and school children, saying that the country could only develop through the spread of educa-

tion.  

According to a press release, the UN Security Council has unanimously 

agreed to extend the authorisation of the United Nations Assistance Mission 

in Afghanistan (UNAMA) for one year, until 23 March 2013. The Security 

Council’s resolution emphasises that the renewed mandate takes full ac-

count of the transition process and commits UNAMA to continue coordinat-

ing international civilian efforts in the country in accordance with the results 

of international conferences such as the one held this past December in 

Bonn or in 2010 in Kabul and London. 

A new political alliance within Afghanistan’s lower house of parliament, the 

Wolesi Jirga, was announced on 25 March, Pajhwok states. The Coalition 

of Democratic and Progressive Parties includes the following political par-

ties as members: Paiwandi Millie, Nahzat-i-Faragir, Taraqi and Democra-

cy, Tafahom and Democracy and, lastly, Nahzat-i-Ayenda. The deputy head 

of Paiwandi Millie, Zahoor Barez, said a genuinely democratic system of 

government was needed to guarantee Afghanistan’s sovereignty; he also called for immediate justice sector reforms.  

Meanwhile, some Wolesi Jirga members have asked the government to remove the attorney general, the Supreme Court’s chief justice 

and five Supreme Court judges from their respective posts, an official told Pajhwok.
1
 In 2011, the lawmakers had given the attorney 

general and the Supreme Court members votes of no-confidence. However, the legal implications of these votes are disputed. 

According to Khaama Press, Afghan government officials announced they would start issuing electronic identification cards to Af-

ghan civilians within the next six months. The officials said Afghans would be able to participate in the voting process with the new 

electronic identity card. The identity card, which will incorporate biometric data such as fingerprints and iris scans, will allow gov-

ernment officials to access information regarding vehicle registration and driving licenses. 

Nuristan’s provincial governor, Tamim Nuristani, said AFN 4 million (USD 82,850) of the AFN 10 million (USD 202,020) in missing 

Afghan Local Police (ALP) salaries have been recovered. Nuristani tells Pajhwok he had appointed a delegation to probe the issue and 

arrest those involved in diverting the ALP salaries. Provincial police chief General Ghulamullah says he suspects that personnel in-

volved in paying salaries were responsible for the missing funds. 

                                                           
1
 This article was produced by Pajhwok Afghan News and re-printed in Outlook Afghanistan. 

 

 

Pakistan’s provincial government of Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa has cancelled the registration of more than 

2,000 Afghan refugees holding fake identity cards 

and issued orders to deport them to Afghanistan, 

Dawn reports. The provincial government there has 

also sought recommendations from different institu-

tions on whether refugees’ assets should be sealed 

or confiscated. Pakistan’s Federal Investigation 

Agency also arrested four Pakistani officials who 

were allegedly involved in issuing fake identity 

cards and passports to the illegal residents. 

Humanitarian Update 

https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_ReconciliationLongDrawnProcess.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5703-taliban-divisions-damage-peace-talks-peace-council-
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_NoorConditionallySupportsTalibanTalks.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_ICGTalksTalibanUnlikelySpurPeace.pdf
mailto:yves.manville@diplomatie.gouv.fr]http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/221-talking-about-talks-toward-a-political-settlement-in-afghanistan.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/22/us-afghanistan-women-idUSBRE82L0FP20120322
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-03-21/clinton-opposes-any-afghan-peace-that-shortchanges-women.html
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2012/03/25/story_25-3-2012_pg14_2
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1741&ctl=Details&mid=1882&ItemID=16638
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_DemocraticPartiesCoalitionFormed.pdf
http://wj.parliament.af/english.aspx
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=3730
http://www.khaama.com/afghanistan-to-distribute-electronic-identity-cards-922
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nuristan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_PartOfMissingPoliceSalariesRecovered.pdf
http://www.dawn.com/2012/03/23/kp-orders-deportation-of-over-two-thousand-afghan-refugees.html
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Afghanistan’s intelligence service, the National Directorate of Security, denies recent reports of torture at some of its prisons, the AP 

indicates. This denial follows the release of a report from the Open Society Institute and the Afghan Independent Human Rights 

Commission which alleges on-going abuse at several NDS-run prisons.  

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                              Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org    

                                      

he New York Times highlights key points from ISAF Commander General John R. Allen’s testimony before the US Congress 

this past week. In that testimony, General Allen said that he would not recommend further American troop reductions until late 

this year, after the planned withdrawal of the surge forces and the end of the summer “fighting season”. General Allen said 

that it is too early to begin shifting forces from southern to eastern Afghanistan despite progress in the South. The testimony also 

touched upon the controversial practice of night raids, which were also the subject of additional reports this past week. Afghan For-

eign Ministry spokesman Janan Mosazai has told Voice of America News that the Afghan and US governments are in “final discus-

sions” on an agreement to end night raids conducted by American forces in Afghanistan. President Hamid Karzai has continually 

called for an end to such operations, which he says result in civilian casualties and violate Afghan culture’s emphasis on privacy. US 

officials insist night raids are crucial in targeting the Taliban and other insurgent groups. 

NATO member countries and other international partners are reportedly negotiating future financial support for the Afghan National 

Security Forces (ANSF), The Telegraph reports. President Karzai, in a speech to graduates of a Kabul military academy on 22 March, 

said that Afghanistan’s international partners may cut security spending from USD 11.2 billion in 2012 to approximately USD 4 .1 

billion per year after 2014. Such a cut is expected to necessitate a reduction in the size of the ANSF from a peak of 352,000 this year 

to about 230,000 based on current spending levels.
2
 General Sher Mohammad Karimi, the Afghan army’s chief of staff, says he op-

poses any such cuts until “we have 100 per cent success and we are sure of peace and stability”, further stating “we should not sacri-

fice all the efforts we have done” by cutting the size of the ANSF prematurely. 

The US Army’s First Infantry Division, often referred to as “the Big Red One”, will make its first deployment to Afghanistan in April 

to take command in the eastern provinces, the Associated Press reports. The First Infantry Division has deployed to Iraq several times, 

but this, its first command tour in Afghanistan, has made the division revise its training programme to suit the new environment. “We 

had to wrap our heads around a different country, a different people,” said Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Proctor, the division’s chief of 

plans. Major General William Mayville, the division commander, previously served three times in Afghanistan, most recently as oper-

ations chief for then-Commander of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) General Stanley McChrystal. The division is 

relieving the First Cavalry Division in Regional Command-East. 

Three ISAF troops were reportedly killed on 26 March by attackers who are believed to be members of the Afghan security services. 

In the first incident, a man wearing an Afghan National Army uniform shot and killed two British troops inside a base in Helmand 

province, according to The Independent. The shooter was himself shot and killed as ISAF forces returned fire. The third ISAF service 

member, an American, was killed later on the same day by a man who was believed to be a member of the Afghan Local Police (ALP) 

in Paktika province in eastern Afghanistan. According to The Independent, these appear to be the latest in a series of “green on blue” 

attacks in which individual members of the ANSF have turned on international troops. The Independent says “green on blue” attacks 

have increased since the accidental burning of Qurans at an international military base in February. 

Mohammed Wazir, who lives in the Panjwayi district of Kandahar province, lost 11 family members in the shooting allegedly perpe-

trated by US Army Staff Sergeant Robert Bales earlier this month, reports The Washington Post. Although the US military has decid-

ed to charge Bales with the killing of 17 Afghans, Wazir said that he wants “him to be tried in Afghanistan, in our presence”. Wazir’s 

only surviving child, his four-year-old son, was with Wazir in Spin Boldak at the time of the shooting.  

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty tells the story of Shah Mahmood, a young Afghan from Helmand province who was killed while 

saving a school from attack. Mahmood was guarding two schools in Lashkar Gah when two men appeared with explosives. Mahmood 

reportedly resisted the two attackers but was beaten unconscious and left for dead. As the two men began planting explosives in the 

school, Mahmood regained consciousness and opened fire, killing one of the attackers and wounding the other. Mahmood and the 

wounded attacker were taken to a Lashkar Gah hospital, but Mahmood died there as a result of his injuries. 

A rocket fired into a bazaar in eastern Ghazni province on 21 March killed as many as three people and injured 13 others, Tolo News 

reports. Insurgents fired three rockets around mid-morning, the provincial police chief, Zorawar Zahid says. All the victims were civil-

ians, and police are investigating. No group has yet claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Two children were killed and eight people were injured in a suicide attack in southern Kandahar province on 22 March, according to 

Pajhwok Afghan News. Officials say the attack involved two suicide bombers, one of whom was shot by police as he headed toward a 

police station. The governor’s spokesman, Zalmai Ayubi, said the second bomber subsequently detonated his explosives. 

                                                           
2 The article notes that the final end-strength would depend on how the force is structured and equipped.  
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http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5h9igKDzS0WnakgJPLfiVXfbQly9Q?docId=cb159535d05c44e7a46ccc5de8b1fa5f
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/21/world/asia/us-general-sees-no-sudden-afghan-drawdown.html?_r=1&ref=global-home#commentsContainer
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/US-Afghanistan-in-Final-Discussions-on-Night-time-Operations-143879546.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/9160579/Nato-to-cut-funding-for-Afghan-force-by-two-thirds.html
http://www.ajc.com/news/nation-world/storied-army-unit-moving-1391353.html?
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ttp://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/afghans-kill-three-nato-personnel-7586503.html?
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https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktika.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/we-want-justice-says-man-who-lost-11-relatives-in-massacre/2012/03/23/gIQAhSGGVS_story.html?wprss=rss_world
http://www.rferl.org/content/hero_guard_gives_life_to_defend_afghan_schools/24519672.html
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5691-insurgents-fire-missiles-in-ghazni-kill-3-
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Security%20Archive/2%20children%20dead%20in%20Kandahar%20suicide%20blast%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
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Jamaat-e-Islami and Jamaatud Dawa, two Pakistani religious parties, protested the potential reopening of NATO supply routes 

through Pakistan, The Express Tribune reports. Protesters in Karachi from Jamaatud Dawa held placards proclaiming that “Pakistan 

will be defended by jihad” and “[w]e hate Nato forces”. Meanwhile, a spokesman for the Pakistani Taliban said the group will attack 

lawmakers if they decide to re-open NATO supply routes through Pakistan, Reuters reports. 

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                           Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org                                         

 

uring the Fifth Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan (RECCA V) held in Dushanbe, Pakistani Presi-

dent Asif Ali Zardari announced that his country is committed to move forward with both the Iran-Pakistan (IP) and the 

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) natural gas pipeline projects, reports The Express Tribune.
3
 US Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton warned that Pakistan could face US sanctions if it imports fuel from Iran, which is the subject of international 

sanctions. In related news, Pakistan rejected Afghanistan’s demand to receive transit fees under the TAPI pipeline in the form of natu-

ral gas rather than in cash, reports The Express Tribune. Pakistan believes that Afghanistan should receive cash payments rather than 

in-kind gas payments for allowing the TAPI pipeline to cross Afghanistan en route to Pakistan and India. Another article from The 

Express Tribune says that at least two US oil companies, whose names have not yet been disclosed, have shown an interest in invest-

ing in the TAPI natural gas pipeline project.      

The Independent Commission for Aid Impact (ICAI) has released a report, entitled “The Department for International Development: 

Programme Controls and Assurance in Afghanistan”, which examines the British government’s aid spending in Afghanistan. ICAI, 

which focused its assessment on 10 major projects funded by the Department for International Development (DfID), found that the 

overall portfolio was “not performing well” and needs “significant improvement”. Graham Ward, ICAI’s chief commissioner tells The 

Guardian that “we acknowledge that DfID has to manage this programme 

in an extremely complex and challenging environment”. He adds, however, 

that “DfID does not give sufficient importance to identifying and managing 

risks in the design and delivery of programmes in Afghanistan”.  

The Centre for International Media Assistance has released a report entitled 

“An Explosion of News: The State of Media in Afghanistan”. The report 

comprehensively reviews and analyses the growth of media during the last 

decade in Afghanistan. It notes that, under the Taliban regime, only one 

government-controlled radio station was allowed to operate. Today, howev-

er, there are more than 175 FM stations, 75 television channels, four news 

agencies, hundreds of periodicals and internet cafes across all major cities.     

In addition, a number of individual social and infrastructure developments were reported by the media during the course of the past 

week:  

a. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the United Kingdom will join forces to tackle poverty and promote growth in Afghanistan 

and elsewhere, according to a DfID press release. The collaboration between the two countries will support infrastructure devel-

opment in order to boost travel and trade. In addition, the UK and UAE have pledged to establish innovative partnerships to help 

children get to school. In addition, the two countries’ development agencies will temporarily exchange some staff members in or-

der to learn from one another’s approaches.   

b. The Egyptian Fund for Technical Cooperation will support Afghanistan by providing training to transportation specialists in Af-

ghanistan, promoting literacy and restoring monuments in Ghazni province, according to a press release from the Egyptian gov-

ernment. The Egyptian Fund is already providing training to 90 trainees at the Afghan Police Academy.   

c. The World Food Programme’s “Food-for-Assets” initiative, which is funded by United States Agency for International Develop-

ment (USAID), is building terrace and check dams as well as planting pistachio trees to prevent soil erosion in Khulm and Deh 

Dahdi districts of Balkh province, according to a USAID press release. The watershed management initiative is involving 5,800 

skilled and unskilled workers and will benefit 50,000 people across 25 villages.  

d. The implementation of three irrigation projects in Panjwayi district in Kandahar province has brought together local tribes to 

build 24 km of irrigation canals, 2 km of drainage canals, 53 culverts and infrastructure design to manage floods, says a USAID 

press release. The project has employed 3,300 labourers and will benefit 20,000 residents.  

 

 

 

                                                           
3 For further information on pipelines, see the February 2012 CFC report “The TAPI Natural Gas Pipeline: Status & Source of Potential Delays”. 
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Badakhshan province has suffered another ava-

lanche, which resulted in the death of 22 people, all 

of them members of one extended family, reports 

BBC News. The avalanche occurred in a very iso-

lated area in the Wakhan Corridor near the border 

with China, which is two days walking form Faiza-

bad, the provincial capital. Two previous ava-

lanches killed nearly 100 people in Badakhshan.  

 

Humanitarian Update 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/354033/we-hate-nato-forces-jud-ji-protest-potential-reopening-of-supply-routes/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation-world/sns-rt-us-pakistan-militants-natobre82o05y-20120325,0,6937283.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation-world/sns-rt-us-pakistan-militants-natobre82o05y-20120325,0,6937283.story
http://tribune.com.pk/story/355092/dushanbe-quadrilateral-meeting-looking-past-us-curbs-govt-pushes-ahead-with-ip-project/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/353277/transit-fee-pakistan-rejects-afghan-demand-for-in-kind-payments/
http://tribune.com.pk/story/354205/tapi-pipeline-two-major-us-oil-companies-interested/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ICAI-Afghanistan-Final-Report_P11%20%281%29_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ICAI-Afghanistan-Final-Report_P11%20%281%29_0.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/mar/22/uk-aid-afghanistan-overseen-more-effectively/print
http://cima.ned.org/sites/default/files/CIMA-Afghanistan%20-%2003-01-12.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications1/press-releases/UAE%20and%20UK%20joint%20drive%20on%20education%20and%20poverty.pdf
http://www.mfa.gov.eg/English/EgyptianFunds/EgyptianFundCommonWealth/Pages/NewsDetails.aspx?Source=6781921f-3993-444a-859e-ee26ce851de8&newsID=78b97ccc-a613-42e6-977b-e2ea1a8817d6
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov/en/article/2579
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov/en/article/2561
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Social%20Well-being%20Archive/CFC_Afghanistan_TAPI_Feb12.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-17473385
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-17473385
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 “Losing the Ability to Dream: Afghan Perceptions of UK Aid”, British & Irish Agencies Afghanistan Group, March 2012 by 

Edwina Thompson. 

 “The Department for International Development: Programme Controls and Assurance in Afghanistan”, Independent Commis-

sion for Aid Impact, March 2012. 

  “An Explosion of News: The State of Media in Afghanistan”, Center for International Media Assistance, March 2012 by Peter 

Cary. 

 “Talking about Talks: Toward a Political Settlement in Afghanistan”, International Crisis Group, March 2012. 

The readings and resources above were brought to the attention of the CFC’s Afghanistan Team during the course of the past several weeks. The CFC does not 

endorse any of these documents or their content. If you would like to recommend a report or website for this section of the “Afghanistan Review”, please send the 
file or reference to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC welcomes all recommendations but is not obliged to print them. 

 
 

 

 Agricultural Development for Afghanistan Pre-Deployment Training. The United States Department of Agriculture 

(www.usda.gov) and a consortium of American universities deliver this training. The curriculum will meet the needs of all de-

ploying United States Government personnel in support of the USG Agriculture Strategy in Afghanistan. The training is for 

United States Government personnel and will take place in Fresno, California on the following dates: 26-31 March, 02-07 April 

and 18-23 June. Participants will be enrolled on a first come first serve basis. Contact Ryan Brewster, US Department of Agri-

culture, at ryan.brewster@fas.usda.gov for further information. 
 

 Field Security Management Course. The Centre for Safety and Development (CSD) will be holding its “Field Security Man-

agement” course in Afghanistan from 13-15 May 2012. The course reportedly addresses topics such as the following: security 

management, context analysis, risk assessment, security strategies and procedures, contingency planning, incident reporting and 

the development of action plans. Further information is available here. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like your notice to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org.  The CFC is not obliged 

to print any notice that it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted for publication in the “Af-

ghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 

Recent Readings & Resources  

Afghanistan Events Calendar 

 
www.cimicweb.org afghanistan@cimicweb.org Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC) ENGAGE WITH US 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_3674.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ICAI-Afghanistan-Final-Report_P11%20%281%29_0.pdf
http://cima.ned.org/sites/default/files/CIMA-Afghanistan%20-%2003-01-12.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/221-talking-about-talks-toward-a-political-settlement-in-afghanistan.pdf
mailto:Afghanistan@cimicweb.org
mailto:ryan.brewster@fas.usda.gov
http://www.centreforsafety.org/
mailto:Afghanistan@cimicweb.org
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/Afghanistan/
mailto:afghanistan@cimicweb.org
http://www.facebook.com/cimicweb.org

