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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 19 – 25 June 2012, with 

hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on the 

topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of the Afghanistan 

Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

  
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

lobal Witness, an advocacy group, and former senior British diplomats are raising con-

cerns about the awarding of an oil contract to a consortium which includes Watan Oil 

and Gas, according to The Telegraph. Watan is a private firm owned by Rashid and 

Rateb Popal, who are cousins of President Hamid Karzai. Watan won the contract in partner-

ship with the China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC), and international observers indi-

cate that the involvement of the Popal brothers is a source of concern for a number of reasons. 

Firstly, the involvement of the Afghan president’s relatives in the lucrative deal is seen as a po-

tential sign of corruption. Secondly, the Popal brothers have previously been accused by the 

US government of using a private security company which they own to pay protection money 

to the Taliban. Payments from Watan Risk Management to the Taliban were allegedly one of 

the largest sources of revenue for the insurgent group in parts of the country. A former British 

diplomat previously based in Kabul told The Telegraph the following about CNPC’s and Wa-

tan’s oil deal: “I think we all desperately hoped that British soldiers were dying for something 

more noble than helping Karzai’s drug dealing cousin to sell gas from northern Afghanistan to 

the Chinese.” The diplomat is referring to the fact that the Popal brothers had served nine years 

in American jails for drug-related offences. 

In related news, CNPC started its first oil extraction project in Sar-e Pul province on 24 June, 

reports Khaama Press. CNPC will extract 5,000 barrels of oil per day from Sar-e Pul during 

this initial exploration phase but intends to increase production to 45,000 barrels per day in the 

coming years. Pajhwok Afghan News says that, at peak production several years from now, 

CNPC’s drilling operations in northern Afghanistan could provide the Afghan government 

with USD 400 million annually. Afghan Vice President Mohammad Qasim Fahim, who at-

tended the inauguration of the extraction process, said that “[t]he extraction of first Afghan oil 

deposit in northern Sar-e-Pul province is a great step and a milestone forward for Afghani-

stan’s economy.” Local officials hope that the start of oil extraction will produce jobs for near-

by communities. However, the project has faced some difficulties. Abdul Rashid Dostum, a 

member of the political opposition and powerful former mujahideen commander, has allegedly 

attempted to prevent oil extraction in Sar-

e Pul from moving forward by intimidat-

ing Chinese engineers, according to a sep-

arate Khaama Press report. Afghanistan’s 

Attorney General has formed a commis-

sion to investigate Dostum and his alleged 

attempts to interfere with CNPC’s work. 

In eastern Afghanistan, the Pakistani ru-

pee is the dominant means of exchange, 

just as the Iranian rial is widely used in 

parts of western Afghanistan, says Reu-

ters. These foreign currencies are com-

monly used given Afghans’ limited faith 

in the Afghan currency, the afghani, 
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Visit the CFC’s New 
Tokyo Conference Page 
The CFC has established a page dedicated to 
the July 2012 Tokyo Conference on Afghani-

stan. At that page you will be able to read news 
pertaining to conference preparations and the 

on-going transition process in Afghanistan 
along with relevant research reports and previ-
ous international agreements on Afghanistan. 

This page builds upon the success of the CFC’s 
page on the December 2011 Bonn Conference. 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/9344450/Hamid-Karzai-government-under-fire-for-oil-deal-with-company-run-by-cousin.html
http://www.khaama.com/afghanistan-start-first-oil-extraction-project-in-sar-e-pul-province-630/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/SarePul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Exploration%20work%20on%20oil.pdf
http://www.khaama.com/afghan-attorney-to-probe-allegations-against-gen-dostum-936/
http://www.khaama.com/afghan-attorney-to-probe-allegations-against-gen-dostum-936/
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/06/20/us-afghanistan-currency-idINBRE85J0BZ20120620
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/06/20/us-afghanistan-currency-idINBRE85J0BZ20120620
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Pages/Tokyo_Conference.aspx
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which was introduced 10 years ago and which has, despite concerns among some in Afghanistan, remained largely stable against the 

US dollar. However, experts fear that the value of the afghani may tumble in the years up to and after 2014, as international forces 

depart and the security situation becomes less certain. Afghans may prefer to use what they consider to be more stable currencies from 

neighbouring countries, thus leading to the devaluation of the afghani. For instance, Pajhwok reported that the afghani lost 2.1% of its 

value against the US dollar over the course of the past week and that the price of imported food items spiked as a result. According to 

Reuters, the devaluation of the afghani would reportedly have widespread economic effects and would severely hit Afghan civil serv-

ants and members of the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF), who are paid in the local currency. Noorullah Delawari, the gov-

ernor of Afghanistan’s Central Bank, says the afghani is stable, and Reuters notes that it has retained its value while the value of the 

Pakistani rupee, known as the kaldar in Afghanistan, has fallen by half in recent years. Still, Reuters notes that Afghans have previous-

ly seen their country’s currency change quickly as regimes rise and fall, thus raising concern among some that the afghani may not be 

a safe in the long-term. 

The US government’s office of the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) will be auditing the fees that 

the Afghan government has charged contractors working on US-funded reconstruction projects in Afghanistan, according to the Asso-

ciated Press (AP). Under American law and bilateral agreements between the US and Afghan governments, tariffs, customs duties and 

other taxes cannot be charged on American-funded reconstruction and development activities, including on private contractors in-

volved in such activities and in the training of the ANSF. However, private contractors increasingly report that they are being provided 

overdue tax bills and told that they would have their licenses to operate in Afghanistan revoked if they did not pay back taxes. It is not 

yet known when the audit will be completed. 

Reuters reports that Delawari, the Central Bank governor, says that Afghanistan will need approximately USD 6-7 billion annually 

between 2014 and 2024 in addition to financing for its security services. He said: “I have heard from Afghan government ministers, 

somewhere from 6 to 9 billion assistance is required. I think, I see it at about $6-7 billion a year without military, it’s just economic 

assistance, that should help us to go over, and continue our economic growth.” These comments come as international donors, several 

of which are facing domestic cuts in government spending, determine how much assistance they will pledge to Afghanistan at the July 

Tokyo Conference. Earlier in the week, President Hamid Karzai told Reuters that foreign donors were likely to pledge approximately 

USD 4 billion per year for Afghanistan. Delawari also reiterated the Afghan government’s long-standing desire to see a greater pro-

portion of international assistance channelled through Afghan government institutions. The international community has previously 

agreed to do so insofar as corruption and misuse of foreign aid are brought under control. 

The chairman of Coal India Ltd, an Indian state-owned firm which is the world’s largest miner of coal, is visiting Afghanistan with 

other industry leaders to discuss extracting coal from Afghan soil in the future, says LiveMint, a news source affiliated with The Wall 

Street Journal. This visit follows the awarding of rights to a massive iron ore deposit to a consortium of Indian companies last year; 

Indian firms are also awaiting the outcome of bids place on gold and copper deposits. The Indian government has reportedly pushed 

Coal India Ltd to look to Afghanistan as a source of raw materials in order to help India meet energy shortfalls. 

In agricultural news, an initiative involving 10 staff members from Samangan province’s agriculture department and 500 volunteers 

protected 40,000 hectares of land from a locust infestation, according to Pajhwok. However, locusts from neighbouring Kunduz and 

Balkh provinces are reportedly moving into the cleared areas and have laid eggs that could lead to an infestation – and the widespread 

destruction of crops – next year if support for another campaign to protect the crops is not available. 

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

fghan women’s rights activists this week strongly refuted Justice Minister Habibullah Ghalib’s accusation that women’s shel-

ters are the site of prostitution, according to Voice of America News. Ghalib, who reportedly sits on Afghanistan’s High Com-

mission for Elimination of Violence Against Women, said the safe houses run by non-governmental organisations have be-

come brothels. Asila Wordak, a member of the Afghan Women’s Network, said that the 14 women’s shelters in Afghanistan house 

victims of domestic violence. Women’s groups have demanded the justice minister apologise. The comments also sparked widespread 

concern within the international community. According to The Financial, the European Union’s High Representative of the Union for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Catherine Ashton said that “[Ghalib’s] comments set back efforts to fight violence against women 

in Afghanistan, including the need to provide victims with safe places to take shelter”. The Afghan Independent Human Rights Com-

mission, a governmental body, has recorded more than 3,100 incidents of violence 

against women thus far this year. 

Other reports of attacks against women in Afghanistan also appeared in the media this 

past week. Kabir Ranjbar, the president of the Afghan Lawyers’ Union and a former 

member of Afghanistan’s parliament, was arrested on charges of abducting and raping a 

now 20-year old woman, according to prosecutors interviewed by Agence France-Presse 

(AFP). Ranjbar is a prominent figure and often appears on television programmes in 

Afghanistan. Deputy Attorney General Rahmatullah Nazari said the woman was kid-

napped around two and a half years ago and has since been held at the home of 

A 

Do You Have Too 
Much to Read? 

 

Listen to the CFC Afghanistan 
Review Podcast on your computer, 
smartphone, tablet or other device. 
Click here to access the podcasts. 

 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Food%20prices%20up.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Food%20prices%20up.pdf
http://www.wset.com/story/18839638/us-probes-afghan-tax-on-companies-doing-rebuilding
http://www.wset.com/story/18839638/us-probes-afghan-tax-on-companies-doing-rebuilding
http://tribune.com.pk/story/396077/exit-plan-afghanistan-needs-upto-7-billion-sustenance-for-a-decade/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Pages/Tokyo_Conference.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/node/505265
http://videos.livemint.com/2012/06/20220513/India-eyes-Afghan-coal-after-i.html?atype=tp
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Samangan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Samangan%20farmers%20fear%20locust%20threats.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunduz.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
http://blogs.voanews.com/breaking-news/2012/06/18/afghan-activists-reject-ministers-claims-of-prostitution-at-womens-shelters/
http://blogs.voanews.com/breaking-news/2012/06/18/afghan-activists-reject-ministers-claims-of-prostitution-at-womens-shelters/
http://finchannel.com/Main_News/Politics/111471_EU_denounces_Afghan_minister's_prostitution_comments_/
http://english.al-akhbar.com/content/leading-afghan-lawyer-arrested-rape-charge
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/pages/afghanistan_podcasts.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/pages/afghanistan_podcasts.aspx
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Ranjbar’s niece, where she recently gave birth to his child. 

In addition, an eight-year-old girl is reported to be in critical condition after having been raped in Kang district of Nimroz province, 

local authorities tell Khaama Press. Provincial women’s affairs chief Amina Hakimi said the 40-year-old male suspect managed to 

escape the area after committing the crime and has not yet been arrested. This attack follows the kidnapping and rape of a seven-year-

old girl while she was on her way home from school in Zaranj, the capital of Nimroz.  

President Hamid Karzai appealed to Afghan lawmakers and to the international community on 21 June to do more to help combat cor-

ruption, reports the Associated Press (AP). President Karzai stated the following: “You should cooperate with me on these reforms. 

You have accused me of making deals. Yes, I have done so, but I had reasons. And now I am changing this. I am bringing reform 

from the inside.” In the past, President Karzai has been accused of helping family members and close associates obtain and retain 

powerful positions in the government despite allegations of corruption. The article notes that President Karzai may be trying to dispel 

concerns about corruption within the Afghan government ahead of an international donor conference in Tokyo in July. Donors are 

expected to pledge billions of US dollars in assistance for Afghanistan, much of it intended for the Afghan government. President 

Karzai told lawmakers that he needs their cooperation in cutting through tribal alliances, political factions and personal relationships 

to establish good governance. He said: “Anything destructive that comes to Afghanistan after 2014 ... it is our sin. We have a respon-

sibility to the Afghan nation”. 

Meanwhile, the head of the Afghan government’s High Office of Oversight and Anti-Corruption (HOOAC), Azizullah Lodin, 

acknowledged his organisation is unable to register the assets of powerful figures, says Pajhwok Afghan News. According to Afghan 

law, the HOOAC is responsible for registering the assets of all government officials. Lodin remarked that cases against seven high-

ranking officials, all of whom had been fired from their jobs for alleged corruption, were under investigation. He said: “A case against 

the water and energy minister was referred to the Attorney General Office (AGO), which says it has yet to be receive proper docu-

ments and evidence”. The HOOAC chief said the current system “doesn’t work for people’s welfare” and suggested administrative 

reforms and enhanced coordination among government departments in order to strengthen anti-corruption efforts. In related news, the 

Chief Justice of Afghanistan’s Supreme Court, Abdul Salam Azimi, called for the eradication of corruption from the judicial branch, 

reports Pajhwok. 

The Afghan government accused Pakistan of involvement in an attack last year on minority Shia Muslims, reports Reuters. Afghan 

Attorney General Mohammad Esaaq Alako said the Afghan government has detained two Afghan men for allegedly helping transport 

militants involved in the attack from the Pakistani city of Peshawar into Afghanistan. Alako said the two men were each paid PKR 

10,000 (USD 110). “Let me be clear, it was started from Peshawar and this (attack) was administrated by our neighbor’s intelligence 

organs,” Alako said. The Afghan government has repeatedly accused Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence of backing militant attacks, 

a charge the Pakistani government denies. 

Sixteen delegates, including religious scholars from Tajikistan, Pakistan, India and Egypt, participated in the “Islamic Cooperation for 

Peaceful Afghanistan” conference on 19 June. Participants urged all parties to resolve the conflict through negotiations; they also 

agreed on the crucial role of the Ulema Council in such negotiations, states Pajhwok. In related news, Pakistan’s ambassador to Af-

ghanistan, Mohammad Sadiq, tells Reuters that a negotiated settlement to the Afghan insurgency will require that both the United 

States and the Taliban put more consistent offers on the table. “We don’t think all these issues can be solved by fighting,” Sadiq said. 

“There must be a political process, but the parties need to be serious about it. There is a lack of clarity on both sides.”  

The Wall Street Journal reports that the US Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) has imposed sanctions 

on Shah Mohammed Barakzai for leading a drug trafficking network based in Gereshk in Helmand province. Barakzai was convicted 

in Afghanistan for drug trafficking in 2011 and was sentenced to five years in prison. OFAC also imposed sanctions on Abdul “Doc-

tor” Hadi, who used his pharmaceutical background to process opium for Barakzai’s network, and a number of others responsible for 

overseeing poppy cultivation, the transportation of narcotics and the management of illicit finances.
1
 

The Japanese government has announced that it will donate USD 8.6 million for building capacities within Afghanistan’s Independent 

Electoral Commission (IEC), reports Tolo News. The IEC has pledged to ensure Afghanistan’s upcoming presidential election will be 

transparent and democratic. IEC Chairman Fazal Ahmad Manawi said the following: “The election is a political process; anyone will 

try to interfere in order to win the election. We provide the opportunity for candidates to compete in a legal and democratic manner, 

and we will not allow anyone – neither the candidates nor the government – to interfere in this process.” 

The US and Australian governments have signed a memorandum of cooperation under which advisors belonging to the Australian 

Civilian Corps will deploy to the Justice Centre in Parwan province, US Embassy officials tell Pajhwok.
2
 The Parwan Justice Centre 

provides a mechanism for the Afghan government to prosecute national security threats, including detainees previously held at the 

Detention Facility in Parwan. 

                                                           
1 The Kingpin Act denies significant foreign narcotics traffickers, their related businesses, and their operatives access to the US financial system and 

prohibits all trade and transactions between the traffickers and US companies and individuals.   
2
 The Australian Civilian Corps is a select group of civilian specialists who can be deployed to countries experiencing or emerging from natural dis-

aster or conflict. The Corps is managed by AusAID in cooperation with other Australian Government agencies. 

http://www.khaama.com/eight-year-old-afghan-girl-raped-in-nimroz-province-924/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nimroz.aspx
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/afghan-leader-corruption-fight-include-16617170#.T-L_dLU7XpU
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20HOOACUnableToRegisterAssets.pdf
http://anti-corruption.gov.af/en/page/1750
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20AntiGraftDriveChiefJustice.pdf
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-pakistanbre85i0mi-20120619,0,5217656.story
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20NegotiatedEndToWarUnderlined.pdf
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/06/25/pakistan-afghanistan-usa-idINDEE85O08N20120625
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/WSJ%20-%20TreasurySanctionsDrugTraffNetwork.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=4703
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20AusAdvisorsAssistAfghanJudOff.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Parwan.aspx
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Fact-Sheet-Overview-of-the-Foreign-Narcotics-Kingpin-Designation-Act
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Khaama Press reports that President Karzai has dismissed the chief of the Afghanistan Academy of Science along with his deputy 

after the Academy published a book which included offensive statements about the Hazara people. Mohammad Mohaqiq, an Afghan 

parliament member, said the Hazara people were reportedly described as “stubborn, pitiless and lier”[sic] and as having deep enmity 

among themselves. 

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                                Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org   

 
ore than 20 people died in an 11-hour siege of a resort near Kabul on 22 June, The Los Angeles Times reports. Seventeen 

hotel guests and staff members, one police officer and the four attackers were killed, according to a Ministry of Interior 

statement. General John Allen, Commander of the International Stability Assistance Force (ISAF), said the attack “bears the 

signature” of the Haqqani Network. However, the Taliban claimed responsibility for the siege, calling the resort a “hub of obscenity 

and vulgarity”. Several hundred people were in the hotel when the attack started. The Los Angeles Times reported that NATO special-

operations forces aided Afghan police in the quelling the siege, but ISAF officials reiterated the rescue operation was Afghan-led. 

Insurgents struck Afghan and NATO bases in Kandahar province on 19 June, Agence France-Press reports. Jawed Faisal, a spokes-

man for the provincial governor, said seven suicide attackers stormed a joint Afghan-ISAF base in the Shah Wali Kot district in the 

early morning of 19 June, setting off a 30-minute gun battle that left all the insurgents dead. An ISAF spokesman said the attackers 

breached the base’s outer perimeter but no coalition soldiers were killed. Later that morning, four men wearing police uniforms struck 

a base used by ISAF and the Afghan National Police (ANP) in Kandahar city. Three officers and all of the attackers were killed in the 

ensuing fire fight. On 18 June, attackers wearing Afghan police uniforms had fired on ISAF soldiers in Kandahar, killing one and 

wounding several others before fleeing, CBS News reports. It is not clear whether the attackers were members of the ANP or were 

simply wearing Afghan police uniforms. Seventeen “green-on-blue” incidents, in which Afghan security forces attack ISAF soldiers, 

have caused the deaths of 23 foreign troops in Afghanistan thus far this year.  

A suicide bomber attacked a checkpoint on 20 June in eastern Afghanistan, killing 21 people, including three US soldiers, the Associ-

ated Press reports. The 18 other fatalities included two Afghan police officers, 15 civilians and the bomber. Another 32 civilians were 

wounded in the bombing. ISAF spokesman Major Martyn Crighton said the attacker hit a checkpoint manned by Afghan and coalition 

forces in the city of Khost. US officials indicated the bomber was likely wearing a suicide vest.  

More Afghan schoolgirls have been poisoned, this time in Sar-e Pul province, Tolo News reports. As many as 100 girls between the 

ages of seven and 18 fell sick in the 25 June incident at a school in the provincial capital, ANP spokesman Lal Mohammad Ahmadzai 

said. Officials report that nearly 300 girls at three schools have been poisoned in Sar-e Pul in recent days. No group has yet claimed 

responsibility for the incident, which is being investigated by the ANP. The Taliban were recently suspected in a spate of poisonings 

at girls’ schools in Takhar province, but the Taliban denied responsibility and threatened to punish anyone involved in the poisonings. 

In related news, more than 40 police officers were poisoned in a police academy in Helmand province on 25 June, Radio Free Eu-

rope/Radio Liberty reports. Provincial government spokesman Dawood Ahmadi said the officers felt headaches and began vomiting 

after having breakfast in the Lashkar Gah-based academy on June 25. Ahmadi said those affected were taken to a military hospital; 

one officer was in critical condition, while the others were recovering. 

US military investigators probing February’s accidental Quran-burning at Bagram Air Field are recommending low-level disciplinary 

action against one sailor and as many as six soldiers, but none is facing court-martial, reports The Los Angeles Times. US Defense 

Department officials said the recommended punishments, which could include a letter of reprimand and loss of pay, must be approved 

by senior officers. 

In related news, officials say the Taliban set fire to the home of a religious leader in Ghazni province on 21 June, torching 20 copies of 

the Quran in the process, Pajhwok Afghan News reports. Insurgents set Mullah Abdul Salam’s house on fire after one of his sons led a 

protested against the Taliban. Sher Khan Yousafzai, the administrative head of Andar district in Ghazni, said Salam is a religious 

scholar who opposed the killing of innocent people. “One of Salam’s sons, who led a group in the public uprising, was seized by the 

insurgents few days ago. The captive’s fate remains unknown,” Yousafzai stated. A nearby resident asserted “[t]he Taliban […] set 

fire to some books, including copies of the Holy Quran, after sprinkling them with kerosene oil”.  

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                           Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org  

    

he chief of the Department of Economy in Nangarhar province, Syed Wayas Saeedi, warned that non-governmental organisa-

tions (NGOs) will be forced to suspend activities if they carry out projects without government’s permission, reports Pajhwok 

Afghan News. Saeedi, who also chairs the Provincial Development Committee, assembled 50 representatives of the 200 active 

NGOs in the province and issued a warning about the need to seek government approval for their activities. According to Saeedi, 

many NGOs do not obtain permission from the Economy Department before launching their projects. Faizullah Omar, a tribal elder, 

M 
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26 June 2012  Page 5 
 

responded to the warning by highlighting the key role of NGOs in delivering development projects focusing on people’s needs; he 

expressed concern that added restrictions and admonitions could lead to reduced NGO activities in the province.  

The growing number of older Afghans is challenging the country’s social services, says the United Nations Assistance Mission in Af-

ghanistan (UNAMA). The elder population doubled during the past decade and continues to increase sharply according to the recent 

Afghan Mortality Survey (AMS). The AMS found that the average life expectancy rose from 45 to 61 for Afghan women and from 47 

to 62 for Afghan men. Minister of Public Health Suraya Dalil said that disabilities linked with old age such as weak eyesight and 

memory loss have become more common. These health factors pose new challenges for policy makers and the country’s health sys-

tem. Recently, the Ministry of Public Health has created a new department to focus on diseases such as diabetes, cancer and cardiac 

illness, which are more common amongst the elderly. Moreover, health officials are concerned about the economic challenge that old-

er individuals may pose for poorer families and about the perception of older family members as a financial burden. Officials are at-

tempting to discourage such perceptions through awareness-raising campaigns focused on the important social role played by older 

family members. 

Afghanistan is facing a “brain drain”, the departure of the best educated members of society, according to analysts cited by Agence 

France-Presse. With foreign forces set to leave Afghanistan by the end of 2014, the country reportedly needs highly-skilled graduates 

to foster governance and growth. President Hamid Karzai has invited foreign institutions to deliver courses in topics such as medicine 

and engineering. However, there are also concerns that Afghans educated according to Western standards in Afghanistan may be 

tempted to migrate abroad. Analyst Mostafa Assir warned that “once Afghans are educated here to an international level, they will not 

stay — the country is simply not ready to accept them”. 

The Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT) issued a second 3G licence, this one to the telecommunica-

tions company MTN, says Pajhwok. MTN will pay USD 25 million, the same as Etisalat paid for the first 3G license issued by MCIT. 

Amirzai Sangin, the Minister of Communications and Information Technology, said that his ministry is trying to provide the latest 

technologies to the Afghan people in accordance with its strategic plan. Currently, only 8% of Afghans have access to internet ser-

vices, a figure that MCIT aims to increase to 50% in two years. Sangin added that improved internet access would facilitate education 

and web-based support for governance and government services. The Minister of Finance, Omar Zakhilwal, said that the Afghan tele-

communications sector had experienced rapid growth during the last decade, attracting nearly USD 2 billion in investments and bring-

ing the Afghan government USD 200 million in revenues in 2011 alone.  

President Karzai, and Minster of Energy and Water Ismail Khan inaugurated the construction of the Shah Aros dam in Shakar Dara 

district of Kabul, reports Pajhwok. The dam is scheduled to be built by the Iranian firm Tablieh & Parhoon in three and a half years at 

an estimated cost of USD 48 million. Shah Aros will have a total height of 77 meters; when complete it will irrigate 2,700 hectares of 

land and provide potable water for residents of Kabul. During the ceremony, President Karzai highlighted that the dam will be fully 

funded by the Afghan government and accused the international community of not being committed to “long-term development for 

Afghanistan”. He added: “So it’s our responsibility to build dams for ourselves and arrange funds for the projects. The international 

community doesn’t focus on areas they don’t want to work in. However, we won’t complain and are duty-bound, like other nations, to 

do what we need to do.”  

The new Keshim-Faizabad road was formally inaugurated by US Ambassador Ryan C. Crocker, Afghan Minister of Public Works 

Nahibullah Aoudgan and Badakhshan Governor Shah Waliullah Adeeb, says a United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID) press release. USAID began reconstructing the road in 2009 with the support of the Ministry of Public Works. The road, 

which was completed in late 2010, has a total length of 103 km and includes nine bridges, more than 600 culverts and 260,000 tonnes 

of asphalt. Currently, the road handles around 1,600 vehicles per day and has reduced the travel time between Kashim and Faizabad 

from 7.5 hours to 1 to 1.5 hours. The road has significantly reduced transport costs, allowing goods to be in markets more quickly and 

cost effectively, boosting trade opportunities in the process. In addition, medical services and education are now more accessible. 

A power extension project in Sorkhord district in Nangarhar province will benefit 5,000 residents, according to Pajhwok. The project, 

which will cost USD 1.5 million, will be funded by the Ministry of Energy and Water and the Sherzai Foundation. The new scheme 

will provide 3.2 MW of electricity for residents and for cold storage facilities in the area which enable value-added, export-oriented 

agriculture. 

http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1741&ctl=Details&mid=1882&ItemID=17152
http://news.yahoo.com/afghan-brain-drain-fears-over-education-reforms-112257978.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/3G%20licence%20awarded%20to%20MTN%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Work%20on%20power%20$48m%20dam%20launched%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kabul.aspx
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov/en/USAID/Article/2739/New_KeshimFaizabad_Road_Brings_Business_and_Prosperity
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Power%20project%20kicks%20off%20in%20Nangarhar%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is planning to help repatriate 150,000 Afghan refugees from Pa-

kistan during this year, Khaama Press reports. Pakistan continues to host about 1.7 million refugees, most of whom are from Af-

ghanistan. Since March 2002, UNHCR has facilitated the return of approximately 3.7 million Afghans from Pakistan. UNHCR has 

four Voluntary Repatriation Centres (VRCs) in Pakistan which will remain operational throughout the year. All Afghan refugees 

in Pakistan will reportedly be repatriated after 2012 given that their Proof of Registration Cards will expire by the end of this year. 

Floods in Afghanistan have killed more than 30, and dozens of people remain missing, reports Agence-France Press (AFP). The 

floods have affected several provinces in the North, including Takhar, Ghor, Faryab and Badakhshan. The floods destroyed and 

damaged hundreds of houses and harmed hundreds of hectares of farmland. The United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has released Incident Reports for the most affected districts: Takhar (Farkhar, Kalfagan and Namak 

Ab), Ghor (Chaghcharan), Faryab (Almar) and Badakhshan (Yaftal Sulfa). Similarly, the Humanitarian Information Unit from the 

US Department of State has recently released a Spring Floods Map.  

A number of humanitarian maps and updates were released this past week. OCHA has published an Earthquake Hazards map, 

showing historical seismic events and their magnitudes measured on both the Richter and the Modified Mercalli scales. The Af-

ghanistan National Disaster Management Authority (ANDMA) released updates on 13 June and 20 June pertaining to the earth-

quake that occurred in Baghlan province earlier this month. The Information Management and Mine Action Program published 

three Emergency Response Mechanism maps for Samangan, Bamian and Dai Kundi provinces. Finally, the OCHA’s Health Clus-

ter has released a map that shows the beneficiaries Cluster members reached from January to April 2012.  

          

Humanitarian Update 

  

 “Afghanistan from 2012-2014: Is A Successful Transition Possible?”, Center for Strategic and International Studies, 19 June 

2012, by Anthony Cordesman. 

 “Afghanistan Market Price Bulletin, June 2012 (Reporting May 2012)”, World Food Programme, June 2012. 

 “The Impact of Microfinance Programmes on Women’s Lives: A Case Study in Balkh Province”, Afghanistan Research and 

Evaluation Unit, June 2012, by Chona R. Echavez with Sogol Zand and Jennefer Lyn L. Bagaporo.  

 “Flash Food Incident Reports” for Ghor, Takhar, Faryab and Badakhshan provinces, United Nations Office for the Coordina-

tion of Humanitarian Affairs, 23-25 June 2012. 

 “Mind the Gap? Local Practices and Institutional Reforms for Water Allocation in Afghanistan’s Panj-Amu River Basin”, Af-

ghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, June 2012. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like a publication or event notice to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The 

CFC is not obliged to print information regarding publications or events it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. 

Any notices submitted for publication in the “Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge manage-

ment and information sharing institution. 
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