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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 18 – 24 September 

2012, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For 

more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the 

members of the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg.   

 

 
 
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck ► steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 

 

A Kabul-based factory employing 230 Afghan women may be forced to lay off its employees  

and close its doors, according to The Telegraph. The Sarco Abad factory was previously 

awarded a five-year contract by the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to provide 

uniforms to the Afghan security services. However, as security responsibility is increasingly 

transferred to the Afghan government, Afghan officials will be reviewing and deciding whether 

to honour existing contracts. Afghan government personnel have suggested they can procure 

the uniforms at a lower cost from either Pakistan or China, a fact which does not bode well for 

Sarco Abad and its all-female staff, most of whom are the sole breadwinners for their hous e-

holds. “We have told the workers we are trying to do everything we can to keep the factory g o-

ing, but I am afraid the women will slowly lose hope,” Angela Sidiqi, the factory’s deputy 

managing director, told The Telegraph. This situation is similar to that of the Milli Boot Facto-

ry, which Reuters brought to light in May. The Afghan government cancelled an ISAF contract 

with Milli to provide boots to Afghan soldiers, opting instead for lower-quality Chinese and 

Pakistani boots. Reuters then noted that the Afghan government’s increased role in procure-

ment was undermining the international coalition’s “Afghan First” policy which required that a 

number of materials for the Afghan forces – including uniforms, boots, textiles, furniture and 

tents – be purchased from Afghan businesses whenever possible. That policy had been credited 

with helping to create approximately 15,000 new jobs in Afghanistan. 

The Afghan government will be submitting a series of re-drafted mining laws within the com-

ing two weeks, according to Reuters. The Afghan cabinet was expected to approve the new 

laws in July but held them up due to concerns that the laws did not demand sufficient conces-

sions from foreign mining companies. Other Afghan officials were reportedly worried that the 

laws did not reflect adequate social and environmental safeguards. In July, Ashraf Ghani, who 

heads up the transition process for the Afghan government, told The New York Times: “A bal-

ance has to be struck so we can make sure that our patrimony does not become a pot of por-

ridge for others.” The re-drafted laws will be submitted to the government’s Council of  

 

Highlighted Topics          ►Clicking the links in this list will take you to the appropriate section. 

 Afghan government procures uniforms for ANSF in China and Pakistan. 

 Afghan mining laws re-drafted to meet social and environmental safeguards. 

 Afghan government bans all Pakistani newspapers. 

 Chinese and Afghan governments sign a range of bilateral agreements. 

 The Taliban release a video showing the preparations for the attack on Camp Bastion. 

 ISAF sets new limits on direct cooperation with Afghan forces . 

 The ADB organised three TAPI road shows in London, News York and Singapore.  

 The MoTCA is planning to build several small airports in remote districts . 

 

http://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/9561018/Afghan-female-factory-workers-facing-the-sack.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/03/us-afghanistan-procurement-idUSBRE8420B820120503
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/03/us-afghanistan-procurement-idUSBRE8420B820120503
http://www.cnbc.com/id/49100828
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/24/world/asia/afghan-cabinet-blocks-new-mining-laws.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/24/world/asia/afghan-cabinet-blocks-new-mining-laws.html?pagewanted=all
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Ministers – the formal title of the country’s cabinet – before progressing to the Afghan parliament. While changes to the law since 

July have not been formally disclosed, advisers working on the legislation say that it includes new regulations related to employment, 

infrastructure and environmental protection. It also includes a stipulation that all unskilled labourers working on mining projects in 

Afghanistan – as well as a portion of semi-skilled workers – must be from Afghanistan. Afghan officials and analysts have previously 

expressed concern that foreign mining companies from, most notably, China may staff large-scale mining projects with their own citi-

zens rather than hiring Afghans, said Reuters. For instance, James Yeager, a former adviser to the Afghan Ministry of Mines, noted 

that a Chinese firm operating Afghanistan’s Aynak copper mine “said they would be hiring Afghans locally and had a timetable for 

when Afghans would be in technical and management positions ”. However, he says the China Metallurgical Group Corporation has 

since “brought in their own people” and purchased goods from China rather than within Afghanistan.  

In other mining-related news, Afghanistan’s Ministry of Mines (MoM) announced that it has opened bids for the Badakhshan deposit 

in the north-eastern part of the country, according to MiningWeekly. This is the fourth in a string of gold and copper deposits that the 

MoM has put out for tender. The others include the Balkhab copper project in Sar-e Pul and Balkh provinces, the Shaida copper pro-

ject in Herat province and the Zarkashan copper/gold project in Ghazni province. “The bid openings for the four current mineral ten-

ders have now been completed and we look forward to selecting and announcing a preferred bidder for Badakhshan in the near term,” 

stated Afghan Mining Minister Wahidullah Shahrani. He further noted that the government was hoping to announce prefer red bidders 

for all four mining projects by the end of this year. 

More than 30 Afghan government officials assembled in Qalat, the capital of Zabul province, in mid-September to develop a compre-

hensive economic development strategy for the region, reported the Zabul Provincial Reconstruction Team. An official from the Unit-

ed States Agency for International Development who participated in the event said their top priority is to increas e crop quality and 

yields in order to facilitate the growth of agricultural businesses. The strategy will also seek to further develop  those products which 

are currently being exported from Afghanistan to ensure that their full potential is realised. Participants discussed proposals such as 

the establishment of a bank for agricultural lending, the creation of a trade association and init iatives to expand agricultural training. 

Pakistan’s  Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa provincial government has denied the federal government’s request to lift the  ban on exporting cattle 

to Afghanistan, which was imposed in July by the Peshawar High Court, according to The Express Tribune. The impact of the ban is 

not yet clear, as media reports and international organisations have not yet noted any change in meat prices in Afghanistan. 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

 

he Afghan government has banned all Pakistani newspapers from circulation over concerns that the newspapers are spreading 

pro-Taliban propaganda aimed at discrediting the Afghan government , Interior Ministry spokesman Ihsanuddin Taheri told 

Reuters. According to Taheri, Pakistani newspapers frequently say the Afghan government is not representative and that its 

NATO-led allies are “occupying” the country, rather than offering security support. Some papers have also published speeches by 

insurgency leaders, Taheri says. Afghan border police have reportedly been ordered to sweep shops in provinces bordering Pakistan, 

such as Nuristan, Kunar and Nangarhar, to seize copies of Pakistani papers. 

The Chinese and Afghan governments signed a range of bilateral agreements on 23 September during an unannounced visit to Kabul 

by Zhou Yongkang, China’s domestic security chief, states BBC. Zhou is the senior-most Chinese official to visit Afghanistan in the 

last 50 years. One of the bilateral agreements allows Afghanistan to send 300 Afghan police officers  – out of approximately 150,000 – 

to China for training over the coming four years. In addition to the security sector, China is also keenly interested in Afgh anistan’s 

mineral and energy resources. Some analysts believe that Chinese officials are hoping to bolster relations with Afghanistan a s the in-

ternational community’s footprint in the country wanes under the transition process. 

Government officials announced on 19 September that President 

Hamid Karzai has reshuffled the governors  of 10 provinces and 

sacked a number of others, according to Khaama Press. A spokes-

man for the Independent Directorate of Local Governance (IDLG) 

said they had been conducting investigations against a number of 

governors and sent the findings to President Karzai last week. Pajh-

wok Afghan News reports that there are varying interpretations of the 

decision. Political analyst Mohammad Hassan Haqyar, for instance, 

said the move was aimed at addressing the increasing insecurity in 

certain provinces and residents’ dissatisfaction with their previous 

governors. A separate Pajhwok article, however, states that other 

political experts believe the reshuffle is part of an effort by President 

Karzai to find a candidate of his choice for the presidential election 

in 2014. This comes as Tolo News reported that President Karzai 

supposedly prevented US Special Envoy to Afghanistan and Pakistan 

Marc Grossman from meeting a number of provincial governors out 

of concern for the dignitaries’ safety, an IDLG spokesman said. 

T 

*Munshi Abdul Majid has been named advisor to President Karzai.  

http://in.reuters.com/article/2011/11/22/idINIndia-60658320111122
http://in.reuters.com/article/2011/11/22/idINIndia-60658320111122
http://www.miningweekly.com/article/afghanistan-to-announce-bidders-for-mineral-tenders-by-year-end-2012-09-18
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Sarepul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/95025/zabul-province-hosts-economic-development-strategy-conference
http://tribune.com.pk/story/440069/meat-import-k-p-refuses-to-lift-cattle-transport-ban/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/22/us-afghanistan-newspapers-idUSBRE88L05X20120922
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nuristan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-19693005
http://www.khaama.com/karzai-appoint-new-governors-for-10-provinces-of-afghanistan-250/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20KarzaiSeeksSuccessor.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20KarzaiSeeksSuccessor.pdf
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7630-karzai-halts-meeting-of-us-envoy-with-provincial-governors
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According to Ariana News, the Head of the Independent Election Commission (IEC), Fazel Ahmad Manawi, said that excessive go v-

ernment involvement could harm the legitimacy of the IEC and the electoral process. This comes as the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) in-

troduced a draft of the election law to civil society and Wolesi Jirga representatives earlier this week for review. The IEC had report-

edly submitted the draft law to the MoJ on 19 June. But Manawi states that the MoJ’s recommended changes threaten the IEC’s ind e-

pendence that was called for in the original draft. Meanwhile, Tolo News reports that a newly established coalition of political parties 

released a document, entitled the Charter of Democracy, on 23 September warning that any delay in the presidential election in 2014 

will cause an “unaffordable crisis”. The Cooperation Council of Political Parties and Coalitions, consisting of 20 political parties, was 

formed three months ago and includes parties such as Abdullah Abdullah’s National Coalition, the National Front and the Junbish -e 

Milli of Afghanistan party. The council’s Charter has focused not only upon election reforms  but also stressed women’s rights and 

human rights, a unified peace approach, anti-corruption and the strengthening of political parties. 

Interior Ministry officials tell Khaama Press that the distribution of electronic identity cards will be implemented by the Afghan gov-

ernment within the next month. In the past, IEC officials expressed concerns about possible delays saying the distribution of  the new 

cards was vital for the 2014 election. Deputy Interior Ministry spokesman, Najeeb Danish, said the distribution process will require 

nearly 400 employees. Currently, Afghan identity cards are issued on a piece of paper which can easily be forged.  

According to Tolo News, the Human Rights Research and Advocacy Consortium of Afghanistan has urged the Afghan government to 

immediately cease peace negotiations  with the Taliban claiming that the role of women in the Afghan High Peace Council thus far has 

been purely symbolic. Based on research from five provinces – Kabul, Badakhshan, Nangarhar, Balkh, Herat – the group found that 

talks were not transparent and that women have not been involved in the decision -making processes of the High Peace Council at the 

provincial level. In related news, the Ministry of Women Affairs (MoWA) held a two day seminar for provincial officials called “How 

to reduce women violence,” according to Ariana News. Though strong efforts to reduce violence against women have been made, 

government statistics show an increase, with 3,000 different cases of violence against women registered with the MoWA so far this 

year. The officials claim this is an increase in the number of violent attacks from last year and therefore warrants more attention. 

Meanwhile, Afghanistan’s parliament will investigate the lashing of a girl in Ghazni province amid concerns that religious leaders are 

exacting justice outside of national laws, states Tolo News. 

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared this past week, including those summarised below. 

 One year after former High Peace Council Head Burhanuddin Rabbani’s death, the Afghan government still has not completed the 

investigation of his assassination, writes Ariana News. Honour ceremonies were held in the memory of the former Afghan Pres i-

dent and were attended by government officials, mujahideen leaders, political leaders and members of his family. 

 At least 20 Taliban militants and four members of a public uprising were killed during clashes in the Andar district of Ghazni prov-

ince, reports Ariana News. Faizanullah Faizan, who claims to have led the uprising, said most of the Taliban were Pakistani na-

tionals. This comes as government officials recently voiced concern at the growing number of foreign militants amongst the Tali-

ban of Ghazni, states Pajhwok . A Taliban spokesman denied that there were foreigners among their ranks.  

 Hundreds of disabled persons gathered in a peaceful rally on 22 September in Nangarhar province to demand timely payment of 

the amounts owed to them and to demand the restoration of their land from usurpers, Ariana News reports. A provincial council 

member, Amir Mohammad, also confirmed the claims of the disabled and accused the local officials of corruption. 

 A number of lawmakers within the Afghan parliament have criticised the Interior Ministry for granting certain members of parl ia-

ment more than four standard security guards, states Pajhwok. Speaker of the lower house, the Wolesi Jirga, Abdul Rauf Ibrahim 

has tasked the house security commission with launching an investigation into the matter. 

 

Security & Force Protection                                              Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org 
 

he Taliban have released a video showing insurgents preparing for the attack on Camp Bastion which occurred earlier this 

month, reports the Associated Press (AP). The video reportedly shows men wearing US Army uniforms as they practice cutting 

through a chain-link fence and charging through the opening. Another part of the footage shows a man pointing to drawn ta r-

gets on a whiteboard. The authenticity of the video has not yet been verified. This comes as NATO’s International Security Assistance 

Force (ISAF) said that insurgent attacks decreased by 9% in August, compared with the same month in 2011. The same AP article 

says the release portrays the escalating battle for public opinion between insurgent and coalition forces as foreign troop withdrawal 

continues. Meanwhile, US Secretary of Defense, Leon Panetta, announced that all 33,000 troops who went to Afghanistan as part of a 

surge have now left, according to Voice of America News. The surge was initiated by the US government in 2009 with the goal to 

break the momentum of Taliban insurgents by enabling Afghan forces to hold territory. 

A suicide car bomber rammed into a van carrying foreign workers near Kabul’s airport on 18 September, killing 10 people and the 

suicide bomber, The Washington Post reports. Mohammad Zahir, head of the Kabul police force’s criminal investigations department, 

said nine of the victims were foreigners, including several South Africans. He added that the blast also killed the Afghan driver and 

injured 10 people on the road. Although the bomber was reported be a Kabul woman, the Afghan government has not yet verified this 

as fact. Hizb-e Islami claimed responsibility, saying the attack was in response to  a recent controversial anti-Islamic film. Many of the 

victims worked for the British-based Air Charter Service company. 

T 

http://ariananews.af/regional/elections-law-plan-not-specifying-legal-hearing-commissions-spot/
http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/index.asp?id=2835
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7686-election-delay-will-be-catastrophic
http://www.khaama.com/afghanistan-to-implement-120m-electronic-identities-project-249/
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7661-human-rights-group-calls-for-end-to-taliban-deals
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
http://ariananews.af/regional/mowa-acknowledges-increasing-of-violence-against-women/
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7642-parliament-to-investigate-mullah-lashing-of-ghazni-girl
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
http://ariananews.af/regional/ustad-burhan-uddin-rabany-1st-martyr-anniversary/
http://ariananews.af/regional/uprising-members-kill-20-taliban-in-ghazni/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20NumberForeignRebelsGhazniGrowing.pdf
http://ariananews.af/regional/hundreds-of-disabled-persons-protest-in-nangarhar/
https://km.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20SomeMPsExtraGuards.pdf
mailto:mark.checchia@cimicweb.org
http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/2012/09/24/taliban-release-video-afghan-base-attackers/xw8fTsk8xDRB8XQ3ML0W6H/story.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/last-of-us-surge-troops-out-afghanistan/1512168.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/suicide-blast-kills-12-near-kabuls-airport-in-afghanistan/2012/09/18/14f05668-014d-11e2-b257-e1c2b3548a4a_story.html
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General John Allen, ISAF commander, set new limits on direct cooperation with Afghan forces , according to Foreign Policy. Allen 

says ISAF’s training and advisory mission remains the same, but the new guidelines curtail operations at the small-unit (below battal-

ion) level, suggesting the “shoulder to shoulder” strategy for training 350,000 Afghans to take over after the United States withdraws 

has been substantially altered. Fifty-one international troops have been killed in green-on-blue attacks this year alone, but coalition 

statements indicate that riots and protests across much of the Middle East and Asia in response to a recent inflammatory anti-Muslim 

film also factored in the decision. “Recent events outside of and inside Afghanistan related to the ‘Innocence of Muslims’ video, plus 

the conduct of recent insider attacks, have given cause for ISAF troops to exercise increased vigilance and carefully review all act ivi-

ties and interactions with the local population,” the coalition said in a statement. 

The US Army is field-testing its first body armour especially designed to fit women, the AP reports. Women from the 101
st

 Airborne 

Division will wear the vests when they next deploy to Afghanistan. The new vests take into account the problems female soldiers have 

been cataloguing for years, allowing greater mobility when using weapons, getting in and out of vehicles, or even just bending over. 

The new vests accommodate a shorter torso so the protective plates don ’t cut into the hips or thighs. They fit closer to women’s chests, 

eliminate gaps in coverage and accommodate smaller ballistic plates. Specialist Gilliann Campbell said, “I feel safer in my own abili-

ties because it lets me do what I need to do as a soldier”.  

A suicide bomber in Kandahar province took the lives of three people and injured five others on 19 September, according to Khaama 

Press. Provincial governor spokesman Jawed Faisal said the attacker detonated his explosives -laden bicycle next to a police vehicle, 

killing two policemen and a civilian and injuring five others. Khaama also reports an explosion in Herat province near a police train-

ing academy killed two Afghan security forces and injured five. 

A number of other articles related to security and force protection appeared this past week, including those summarised below. 

 The Taliban abducted four tribal elders  kidnapped from the Qala-i-Wali area of Ghormach district in Faryab province, officials tell 

Pajhwok . The four men were all members of the Community Development Council. Provincial police chief Brig. Gen. Abdul Kh a-

liq Aqsai said police had launched efforts to secure the release of the tribal elders. 

 Qari Yahya, an Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) leader, was killed in a joint operation of Afghan forces and ISAF in 

Kunduz province on 18 September, ISAF announced. The security force approached Qari Yahya’s position; he and another IMU 

leader left the compound and “displayed hostile intent” toward the Afghan and coalition troops. Qari Yahya was involved in ma k-

ing and implanting improvised explosive devices (IED).  

 An Afghan and coalition security force arrested a senior Taliban weapons dealer in the Talah wa Barfak district of Baghlan prov-

ince on 24 September, states an ISAF press release. The detained weapons dealer was a senior Taliban leader in the district and 

managed the purchase and distribution of rocket-propelled grenades, heavy machine guns and explosive materials.  

 ISAF reports that the Afghan Special Operations Unit, supported by coalition troops, arrested a Taliban IED expert in Panjwai dis-

trict of Kandahar province. The IED expert is suspected of being directly involved the construction of roadside bombs throughout 

Kandahar province. 

 According to Russian news sources cited by Bloomberg, Russia has opened an airbase in Ulyanovsk to act as a transit point for 

NATO supplies as they are moved out of Afghanistan. 
 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                    Rainer Gonzalez ► rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

he Asian Development Bank (ADB) organised three road shows this September in Singapore, New York and London to pre-

sent the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline project, reports the Business Recorder. The goal of the 

road shows was to gauge market response and, given the size and complexity of the project, identify a potential consortium 

with the capacity to attract financing, manage construction and operate the pipeline. The shows were presented by representatives of 

the ADB and officials from Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. The road shows were attended by several International Oil 

Corporations (IOC) such as Chevron, Exxon Mobile, Shell and British Petroleum as well as financial institutions such as Citi Gro up, 

Morgan Stanley and Deutsche Bank. During the meeting, attendees were given a comprehensive presentation on the overall structure 

of the project, supply source and the market demand in Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. The Pakistani Minister of Petroleum and Nat-

ural Resources, Asim Hussain, said that the Singapore road show was very well received by prestigious IOCs and financial in stitutions 

such as Petronas, Temasek and State Bank of India.  

In similar news, Trend writes that the Russian IOC Gazprom has said it is ready to participate in financing the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas 

pipeline project. Gazprom’s interest was announced to the Pakistani government during a meeting of the joint intergovernmental 

commission between Russia and Pakistan. Nonetheless, some experts doubt if Russia will eventually cede to US pressures to withdraw 

from the project as China did a few months ago. The implementation of the IP gas pipeline aims to alleviate the Pakistani energy crisis 

in the short term, which is seriously hindering the country’s economic development. Experts claim that the country has an energy defi-

cit of approximately 10 billion cubic metres (bcm) per year, and could reach the 36 bcm per year in 2017. Pakistan sees the IP project 

as a short term solution while the TAPI project is not operative and as a long term diversification source to mitigate potent ial security 

and financial risks of the TAPI gas pipeline. Pakistan has a lack of funding to undertake the construction of the Pakistani section of the 

T 

http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/node/1370336?
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-202_162-57515592/body-armor-for-females-to-be-tried-by-g.i.s-in-afghanistan/?
http://www.khaama.com/suicide-bomber-target-afghan-police-vehicle-in-kandahar-245/?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
http://www.khaama.com/suicide-blast-hit-police-academy-in-heart-2-killed-242/
http://www.khaama.com/suicide-blast-hit-police-academy-in-heart-2-killed-242/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20TalibanAbductTribalElders.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Faryab.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7654-imu-leader-killed-by-afghan-and-coalition-forces?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunduz.aspx
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/isaf-joint-command-morning-operational-update-sept.-23-2012.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Baghlan.aspx
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/isaf-joint-command-morning-operational-update-sept.-23-2012.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-09-24/russia-opens-transit-base-for-nato-afghan-supply-interfax-says.html
http://www.brecorder.com/top-news/1-front-top-news/81193-tapi-gas-pipeline-project-singapore-ny-london-road-shows-well-received-ministry-.html
http://en.trend.az/capital/analytical/2067300.html
http://articles.latimes.com/2012/mar/14/world/la-fg-pakistan-china-pipeline-20120315
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project, which has an estimated cost of USD 1.5 billion. Under the agreement, Pakistan will have to pay considerable fines to Iran if 

the Pakistani side of the IP gas pipeline is not operative by 2014. According to Trend, the strategic value of the IP project for Iran is 

significant too, as it would serve to demonstrate the failure of international sanctions; Pakistan has received pressure from the United 

States to call off the project. However, Trend questions Iran’s capacity to supply the agreed 10 bcm to Pakistan. Reportedly, produc-

tion of gas in Iran in 2011 was 151.8 bcm, while consumption in the same period reached 153.3 bcm. Iran still has to import gas from 

Turkmenistan in order to meet gas demands in the northern provinces.     

The Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation (MoTCA) is planning to build small airports in remote districts  of the country to over-

come the problems of road blockages and facilitate the provision of emergency relief, reports Wadsam. The Minister of Transport and 

Civil Aviation, Daoud Aki Najafi, said that the first districts receiving the new airports will be Arghestan in Badakhshan province, 

Jaghori in Ghazni and Lahl wa Sarjangal in Ghor. Roads in these remote districts are in poor condition and mos tly impassable during 

winters. The new airports will help emergency relief to reach remote districts during cold winters  or when landslides and flash floods 

make roads impassable.   

Amanullah Eman, the spokesman of the Ministry of Education, announced that four million text books held up in neighbouring Paki-

stan for a year have arrived in Kabul, informs Pajhwok Afghan News. The 77 containers, which were part of a NATO cargo shipment, 

were stopped at the Karachi port by Pakistani authorit ies after 

the airstrike that killed 25 Pakistani troops. Although Eman did 

not give any specific date, he said the books will be distributed 

to schools in the near future.  

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues 

emerged this past week, including those summarised below. 

 According to the Ministry of Hajj and Religious Affairs, 

starting on 19 September, 30,000 Afghans will travel to Sau-

di Arabia for the Hajj, reports Wadsam. In order to avoid the 

problems experienced last year with some travel companies, 

the MoTCA has authorised only one local airline to provide 

the transport for the Hajj.  

 Herat officials report that 90% of the construction works  for 

the Herat-Iran railways are completed, says Wadsam. The 

railway, which connects the city of Herat with the Iranian re-

gion of Khwaf, has a length of 191 km, 124 km of which lay 

on Afghanistan soil.  

 The recent USD 10 million grant signed between Japan and 

the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development will 

be spent on 120 projects in the provinces of Balkh, Saman-

gan, Baghlan and Ghor, highlights Wadsam. The projects 

will focus on enhancing the irrigation infrastructure of these 

provinces. 

 A new source of raw materials for cement production has 

been discovered in Parwan province, according to Wadsam. 

This new discovery could facilitate the installation of a new 

cement factory which hopes to satisfy the increasing demand 

for cement in Afghanistan, which the Ministry of Mines and 

Industry estimates to be 5 million tonnes annually.  
 

 

  

According to the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), 

the governments of Pakistan and Afghanistan are working to 

establish a voluntary repatriation mechanism, reports a United 

Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) press 

release. Through this mechanism, Afghan refugees will be 

granted a “breathing space” to properly reintegrate back home. 

The chair of the Tripartite Commission warned: “We are at a 

critical and challenging juncture. Never before, in the past 30 

years, has UNHCR – and the international community – faced 

such a serious challenge in safeguarding the well-being of these 

Afghan refugees.” The UNHCR Representative in Afghanistan, 

Peter Nicolaus, added: “The most pressing need is increased 

support from key donor countries to invest in long term nation-

al development programs where needs are greatest […] to make 

a difference to improving return and reintegration prospects in 

Afghanistan.” 

UNHCR Commissioner António Guterres welcomed the assur-

ance by the Islamic Republic of Iran to continue providing pro-

tection for the approximately 800,000 Afghan refugees, reports 

a UNHCR press release. During a visit to Tehran, Guterres held 

meetings with the Iranian Foreign Affairs and Interior Ministers 

as well as representatives of the refugees. Guterres recognised 

Iran’s generous policy towards Afghan refugees and called “on 

the international community to engage more actively in support 

of the Afghan refugees in Iran and to increase the resettlement 

programme.” 

  

Humanitarian Update 

http://www.brecorder.com/top-stories/0:/1160749:pakistan-vows-to-complete-ip-gas-project-us-pressure-rejected/?date=2012-03-02
http://www.brecorder.com/top-stories/0:/1160749:pakistan-vows-to-complete-ip-gas-project-us-pressure-rejected/?date=2012-03-02
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-government-to-build-small-airports-in-remote-districts34481/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghor.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Remaining%204m%20textbooks%20reach%20Kabul%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/11/26/179219.html
http://ariananews.af/regional/30000-afghans-hajjis-to-be-sent-to-saudi-arabia-ministry-of-hajj-and-religious-affairs/
http://www.wadsam.com/herat-iran-railway-track-90-completed-herat-officials4853/
http://www.wadsam.com/japans-fresh-aid-money-to-be-spent-in-balkh-samangan-baghlan-and-ghor-4353/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Samangan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Samangan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Baghlan.aspx
http://www.wadsam.com/discovery-of-a-new-source-of-raw-cement-in-afghanistan406/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Parwan.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/afghanistan-pakistan-and-unhcr-discuss-voluntary-repatriation-afghan-refugees
http://reliefweb.int/report/iran-islamic-republic/unhcr-chief-welcomes-iran-commitment-maintain-asylum-space
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