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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 10 – 16 July 2012, with 

hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on the 

topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of the Afghanistan 

Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

  
 

Economic Development       Katerina Oskarsson ► katerina.oskarsson@cimicweb.org 
                                    

conomic assistance to Afghanistan continued to be an important topic in the week after 

the Tokyo Conference on Afghanistan, where the international community pledged 

USD 4 billion annually through 2016 in economic assistance. Furthermore, the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) has announced its pledge of USD 200 million to Afghanistan for 

the same period, reports Tolo News. The funds will be disbursed through the budget of the Af-

ghan government and will be allocated to specific areas including road building projects, rail-

way networks, the energy sector, administrative reforms and government’s prioritised projects. 

Since 2002, the ADB has allocated more that USD 2.8 billion in grants, loans, equity invest-

ments, and technical assistance to Afghanistan for infrastructure projects related primarily to 

the transportation, energy, water and irrigation sectors. In addition to these commitments, the 

ADB also manages the multi-donor Afghanistan Infrastructure Trust Fund (AITF) which pools 

additional resources from donors.  

Furthermore, in an interview with Tolo News, President of the ADB, Haruhiko Kuroda, empha-

sised that the Afghan government needs to demonstrate accountability in spending the funds 

committed by the international community. Kuroda stated that “It has to be clear how the mon-

ey is being used, what is the purpose. They have to be accountable, and again, by working to-

gether closely, that is the way we can keep an eye on each other, because we also have respon-

sibilities, [such as] to monitor adequately how and when the funds are being spent.” He further 

noted that growth of the Afghan economy is critical to attract investors and to ensure the trust 

of the donors. In this regard, Afghan President Hamid Karzai has promised to spend the USD 

16 billion aid pledged by international donors at the Tokyo Conference in a transparent man-

ner, reports Pak Tribune. According to President Karzai, 50% of the aid will be spent through 

the Afghan government and 80% of the aid will go towards projects chosen by the government.  

In other news, the Afghan Ministry of Finance (MoF) announced it intends to provide insur-

ance services throughout Afghanistan, 

where insurance is new and most of the 

population and companies currently do 

not have any coverage, reports Ariana 

News. According to the head of the MoF 

insurance department, Muhammad Jawad 

Jafari, measures have been taken to ex-

pand insurance services and visibility in 

different parts of the country. He further 

noted that insecurity and lack of aware-

ness about the purpose of insurance were 

the main obstacles to nationwide expan-

sion. Jafari said the draft law meets inter-

national standards and has been sent for 

review to the Ministry of Justice.  

 

E 

Visit the CFC’s New 
Tokyo Conference Page 
The CFC has established a page dedicated to 
the July 2012 Tokyo Conference on Afghani-

stan. At that page you will be able to read news 
pertaining to conference preparations and the 

on-going transition process in Afghanistan 
along with relevant research reports and previ-
ous international agreements on Afghanistan. 

This page builds upon the success of the CFC’s 
page on the December 2011 Bonn Conference. 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6854-adb-grants-200m-to-afghanistan
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/6879-adb-president-stresses-accountability-in-spending-donor-funds?
http://paktribune.com/news/Karzai-vows-to-spend-aid-money-transparently-251441.html
http://ariananews.af/regional/efforts-underway-for-extending-insurance-services-finance-ministry/
http://ariananews.af/regional/efforts-underway-for-extending-insurance-services-finance-ministry/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Pages/Tokyo_Conference.aspx
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The Afghan government has decided that municipalities will not be able to charge local 

taxes, so-called octroi, on goods, states Pahjwok Afghan News. Instead of paying the 

municipal tax, local taxes would be collected directly by the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industries, according to Muzamil Shinwari, Deputy Minister of Commerce and Indus-

tries. Specifically, traders would deposit 0.25% of the value of their merchandise with 

the customs department, according to Rahmuddin Haji Agha, the chairman of Afghani-

stan National Advisory Entrepreneurs’ Board of Directors. The decision was made with 

the goal of driving down prices of essential commodities. Haji Agha noted that once the 

decision is enforced, a tax on each container is expected to fall from the current price 

ranging from AFG 12,000 to 18,000 (USD 250 to 370), collected currently by the mu-

nicipality, to AFG 7,000 (USD 145). Agha called for urgent implementation: “We call on all relevant departments to implement the 

Cabinet decision with immediate effect”. In the past, the collection of local taxes by municipalities not only increased prices but also 

encouraged administrative graft and impeded collection of revenues from governmental department, writes Pahjwok.  

According to Pajhwok, the Afghan government’s decision to disassemble and sell parts of vehicles awaiting legal documents has led 

to a second hunger strike by a number of car dealers in eastern Nangarhar province. Haji Malang, a leader of the strike, told Pajhwok 

that the Afghan Council of Ministers had allowed issuance of registration documents for vehicles with unauthorised right-hand steer-

ing wheels several months ago. He further noted that nearly 2,700 vehicles have been kept at the Nangarhar customs office for several 

months. The Cabinet’s decision to disassemble the vehicles and sell their parts could reportedly cause a USD 30 million loss to deal-

ers, according to Malang. Malang has warned that if the Cabinet does not reverse its decision, the hunger strike could turn into a mas-

sive protest movement. He further noted that President Karzai assured protesters that the issue would be addressed after the Tokyo 

Conference. 

Under the auspices of the International Finance Corporation (IFC), an Afghan delegation has visited Georgia to learn about the coun-

try’s experience in reforming its construction sector, writes Azerbaijani newspaper Trend. The head of Kabul Municipality Planning 

Department, Mohammed Yasin, pointed out that “meetings with representatives of the Georgian government will help us to more 

clearly imagine the measures that we should take for reforms in [Afghanistan]”. This has been the second IFC-organised visit of the 

Afghan delegation to Georgia. During the first visit, Georgian representatives shared with their Afghan counterparts their experience 

in conducting business registration and licensing.  

Lastly, the Afghan government has selected National Aluminum Company, in consortium with steel major SAIL and Hindustan Cop-

per, to bid for developing Afghan gold and copper deposits in July, reports The Hindu. These include deposits in Ghazni, Badakhshan 

and Herat provinces. The amount of the proposed investments has not been revealed. In addition, two private Indian firms, Monnet 

Ispat & Energy and Jindal Steel & Power have also been shortlisted by the Afghan government for the development of copper and 

gold mines. 

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

fghan President Hamid Karzai has called on Taliban supreme leader Mullah Omar to renounce violence and accept peaceful 

reintegration in return for the chance to run for president of Afghanistan, states Agence France-Presse (AFP). President Kar-

zai said: “Mullah Mohammad Omar can come inside Afghanistan anywhere he wants to. He can open political office for him-

self but he should leave the gun. […] He along with his friends can come and create his political party, do politics, become a candidate 

himself for the elections. If people voted for him, good for him, he can take the leadership in his hand”. The Taliban have repeatedly 

turned down the Afghan government’s peace offers and earlier this year withdrew from exploratory talks with the United States in 

Qatar. Meanwhile, departing US ambassador to Afghanistan Ryan Crocker told the Associated Press (AP) that moderate Taliban fig-

ures have expressed interest in the fragile peace process. Crocker said moderate Taliban figures like Agha Jan Motasim were “sending 

out feelers”. Motasim, a member of the Taliban leadership council, told the AP in May that a majority of the Taliban want a peace 

settlement and that the movement has only a few hard-liners. Crocker also said he thinks it’s unlikely that the departure of most for-

eign troops by 2014 will plunge the country into another civil war, saying that the major increase in political activity indicates that 

minority ethnic political leaders have more attention for the upcoming elections than a civil war.  

The Danish government has initiated a major project to strengthen the role of Afghan women and civil society in the peace and recon-

ciliation process, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. Danish Minister for Development Cooperation Christian Friis Bach stated: “To date 

the voice of the Afghan women in the peace and reconciliation process has, unfortunately, been difficult to hear. With this new initia-

tive, we are working to incorporate the views and advice of women much more systematically into the process.” Through a consulta-

tive process, women’s rights activists, human rights experts, religious leaders and civil society bodies from all 34 provinces will meet 

for a string of regional conferences which will result in recommendations for a national action plan for the inclusion of women in the 

peace process. 

The head of the political party Hezb-e Islami, Abdul Hadi Arghandiwal, is demanding that next year’s presidential and provincial 

council elections will be free and fair from foreign interference, states Pajhwok. Addressing thousands of party workers in Kabul, Ar-

A 

Do You Have Too 
Much to Read? 

 

Listen to the CFC Afghanistan 
Review Podcast on your computer, 
smartphone, tablet or other device. 
Click here to access the podcasts. 

 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Traders%20welcome%20Cabinet%20decision%20on%20octroi%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Traders%20welcome%20Cabinet%20decision%20on%20octroi%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Car%20dealers%20resume%20hunger%20strike%20in%20Jalalabad%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
http://en.trend.az/regions/scaucasus/georgia/2046639.html#popupInfo
http://www.thehindu.com/business/companies/article3628355.ece
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/9394512/Hamid-Karzai-says-Taliban-chief-Mullah-Omar-can-run-for-Afghan-presidency.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/WP%20-%20CrockerCivilWarUnlikely.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20DenmarkBoostsWomenRolePeaceProcess.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20HIBContestPolls.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/pages/afghanistan_podcasts.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/pages/afghanistan_podcasts.aspx
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More than a million Afghan refugees living with 

their families in neighbouring Iran have been is-

sued passports as part of the first phase of an iden-

tification and registration process, Pajhwok reports. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Janan Mu-

sazai told a press conference in Kabul that the refu-

gees’ passports include three-month visas which 

can be extended for another nine months. The se-

cond phase of registration will begin after the holy 

month of Ramadan, when another 35,000 Afghan 

refugees will be registered and given passports. 

With the completion of the registration process, he 

explained, not a single Afghan would remain in 

Iran without legal documents. Another 90,000 Af-

ghans have already been provided with legal doc-

uments by the government of Iran. 

Humanitarian Update 

ghandiwal further noted that fair elections were possible only when the opinions of all political groups were incorporated in changes to 

the electoral law. Arghandiwal expressed concern that the country could undergo a deep political crisis after foreign troops’ withdraw-

al in 2014 but noted that “we have faith in our security forces that they will be able to defend the homeland without foreign assis-

tance.” Hezb-e Islami split into two groups in 2008, with Arghandiwal heading the political group and former Prime Minister Gulbud-

din Hekmatyar leading the insurgent faction.  

The Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit (AREU), has released a report entitled “Fixing Afghanistan’s Electoral System”, in 

which it argues that the Single Non-Transferable Vote (SNTV) used in Afghanistan’s 34 provinces stifles democracy by undermining 

the development of viable parties in the Wolesi Jirga, the lower house of parliament. Under the SNTV method, each voter gets a sin-

gle vote to cast for a single candidate; seats are filled by the candidates with the most votes. The report makes several recommenda-

tions one of which reduces the number of lawmakers within each provincial constituency, which will lead to fewer candidates, a less 

fragmented vote, and more manageable ballots. The AREU acknowledges that, while Afghanistan’s electoral system needs to be re-

vamped, it should be done carefully “to avoid wholesale overhauls and as far as possible to build on existing institutions and experi-

ence.” In related news, Afghanistan Independent Election Commission’s (IEC) Chief Electoral Officer Abdullah Ahmadzai has re-

signed from his post for personal reasons, IEC spokesman Noor Mohammad Noor tells Tolo News. Ahmadzai was appointed by Af-

ghan President Karzai on May 2010. However, his resignation, therefore, comes almost a year before the end of his three year term. 

Noor dismissed rumours that Ahmadzai had resigned because of political pressures.  

Dozens of rights activists took to the streets on 11 July to protest the recent public execution of a woman for alleged adultery, reports 

the AFP. The protesters, almost all women, chanted: “The execution of the woman by the Taliban was a crime...the government must 

do everything to bring the culprits to justice,” parliamentarian Shinkai Karokhail said. Meanwhile, Islamic scholars, ordinary Afghan 

citizens, and even some members of the Taliban have said that the recent trial and execution of the 22-year-old woman was not carried 

out according to the rules of Islamic jurisprudence, says Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). Reports have widely attributed 

the trial and execution to the Taliban, but a spokesman for the Islamist group denies Taliban involvement. Zabihulla Mujahid said in a 

statement on 10 July that Afghans in provincial regions “sometimes make such decisions without being members” of groups or proper 

Islamic courts. The Taliban spokesman said villagers issued the guilty verdict and execution order “according to their tribal tradi-

tions,” rather than Sharia law.  

Sources quoted by The Times say all non-Afghan inmates at Bagram De-

tention Facility will be kept in a US-run section of the compound with no 

access to legal assistance or prospect of release, despite an agreement to 

hand over all prisons to Afghan control in the next two months. Major-

General Farouk Barakzai, the Afghan governor of the Detention Facility in 

Parwan, said about 50 foreign prisoners would remain under US control. 

An ISAF spokesman said: “The (agreement) does not cover foreign nation-

als. Discussions regarding the status of non-Afghan detainees will be ad-

dressed in future negotiations. Until that time, they will remain under US 

control”. Afghan MP Shukria Barakzai said the following: “[W]e have a 

constitution and a legal system that forbids this sort of detention. To keep 

prisoners for five, 10 or 20 years without evidence or a trial is ridiculous.” 

Politicians, lawyers and human rights activists have condemned the deal, 

which they say contravenes local and international laws. 

Six high ranking officials at the Afghanistan Investment Support Agency 

(AISA) have resigned citing corruption in the organisation, writes Tolo 

News. The officials claimed that since the appointment of the new general 

director, corruption has increased and previously-dismissed personnel were 

appointed. Officials who resigned include the Investment Promotion Director and the Research and Policymaking Director, amongst 

others. AISA provides investors with up-to-date information on Afghanistan’s investment opportunities and has programmes specifi-

cally designed to assist incoming foreign businesses. 

The United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan (UNAMA) says Afghan civil society has demanded an active role in decision 

making, policy development and monitoring of the policy implementations within the framework of mutual accountability endorsed in 

the Tokyo Conference on Afghanistan. Hayatullah Hayat, the Afghan civil society spokesman, said that while the international com-

munity has made funding commitments up to 2024, the annual amount of funding or which sectors will receive priority remain un-

clear. The civil society representatives also demanded the Afghan government share the Financial Management Policy reports which 

have been endorsed for up to December 2012.  

The spokesperson of opposition party the National Front has told Tolo News that the Afghan government has failed to develop a prop-

er plan to protect lands within Kabul city from land-grabbers. A Kabul municipality official, in coordination with Kabul police de-

partment, reportedly tried to destroy illegally-built houses in the Padola area where residents claimed to have paid more than 100 

thousand Afghanis for each piece of land. As a result Afghan police clashed with residents, resulting in three civilian deaths.  

http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=4915
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=4915
http://www.areu.org.af/Uploads/EditionPdfs/1211E-Fixing%20Afghanistans%20Electoral%20System%20BP%202012.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6826-afghanistans-electoral-commission-chief-resigns-
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6826-afghanistans-electoral-commission-chief-resigns-
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/Afghans-protest-womans-public-execution/articleshow/14819515.cms?
http://www.rferl.org/content/afghans-say-extrajudicial-execution-was-unislamic/24640831.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/afghans-say-extrajudicial-execution-was-unislamic/24640831.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/afghan-uproar-over-the-other-guantanamo/story-fnb64oi6-1226422025638
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/afghan-uproar-over-the-other-guantanamo/story-fnb64oi6-1226422025638
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/PublishingImages/20101109-Map-with-Names.jpg
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6857-aisa-officials-resign-over-corruption
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1741&ctl=Details&mid=1882&ItemID=17250
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1741&ctl=Details&mid=1882&ItemID=17250
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/6844-national-front-blames-kabul-clash-on-poor-town-planning-
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Security officials in Helmand province have rejected accusations that they have issued identification cards to Pakistani and Iranian 

nationals, Ariana News reports. Helmand Police Chief Abdul Nabi Elham admitted some Pakistani nationals in Helmand with legal 

visas and work permits. Helmand residents suspect Afghan ID cards had been issued to foreigners due government corruption. 

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                                Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org   

 
lthough six soldiers were killed in Wardak province on 08 July, when their Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehi-

cle encountered a larger-than-average roadside bomb, the total number of deaths from improvised explosive devices (IEDs) in 

Afghanistan is going down, CBS News reports. The bomb that destroyed the MRAP was estimated to be more than 200 

pounds (100 kg) of explosives, which is unusually large. IEDs were the leading killer of troops in Afghanistan, but advances in 

equipment such as the MRAP, which has a V-shaped hull to deflect some of the blast effects, better troop training, and information 

about the enemy has reduced IEDs’ effectiveness. Two years ago, 368 soldiers were killed by IEDs whereas in the first six months of 

2012, 77 have been killed. USA Today notes other advances include drones which relay images to the ground and sensors that detect 

triggers for IEDs, helping to mitigate the deadliness of the explosives. The importance of these measures is evident as for the first time 

in five years IEDs caused less than half of troop deaths. 

A Taliban commander blames al Qaeda founder Osama bin Laden for Afghanistan’s destruction, and says the Taliban have little hope 

of regaining national power, Tolo News reports. The commander spoke under conditions of anonymity to allow him to express 

thoughts at odds with the Taliban line. “To tell the truth, I was relieved at the death of Osama. Through his policies, he destroyed Af-

ghanistan. If he really believed in jihad he should have gone to Saudi Arabia and done jihad there, rather than wrecking our country,” 

the unidentified leader said, according to a report by Michael Semple in the UK magazine New Statesman. The commander told Sem-

ple that the prospects for the Taliban regaining national control of Afghanistan are dim, but the leadership will never admit this for the 

sake of morale. “If they fall short of achieving national power, they have to settle for functioning as an organised party within the 

country,” the commander said. 

The Wall Street Journal notes relations between the United Nations and the Afghan government have been challenged over a UN offi-

cial’s suggestion that Afghanistan’s intelligence agency, the National Directorate of Security (NDS), used torture in investigating the 

mysterious affliction striking schoolgirls. Afghan authorities assert the poisonings are the work of insurgents opposed to girls’ educa-

tion, but the Taliban have denied any responsibility. In June, the NDS arrested several suspects, including two young girls alleged to 

be involved in the poisoning in Takhar. James Rodehaver, head of the UNAMA human-rights unit, noted his concerns about possible 

coercion used on suspects in the Takhar case. US officials said the tests seeking a reason for the illnesses in girls’ schools were caused 

by naturally occurring pathogens. The World Health Organization, meanwhile, concluded the outbreak of illnesses was a case of 

“mass hysteria”. Some government officials reportedly agree that there have been instances of hysteria, but other local officials dis-

pute recent reports dismissing the poisoning allegations. 

The mayor of a district in Herat province was killed by Taliban militants on 13 July, according to Khaama Press. A local government 

official speaking on condition of anonymity said Abdul Salam, mayor of Shindand district, was shot dead in front of his house by Tal-

iban militants, who escaped the area. A Taliban statement claimed responsibility for Salam’s murder. On Saturday, the Pak Tribune 

reports Afghan lawmaker Ahmad Khan Samangani died in a suicide attack at his daughter’s wedding party in Samangan province. At 

least 23 people died in the attack. The suicide bomber approached Samangani in the reception line and, while greeting him, detonated 

his explosives. On Sunday, 15 July, Afghanistan’s Minister of Higher Education survived a bomb attack on his motorcade in northern 

Afghanistan, The News reports. Education Minister Obadiullah Obaid and Baghlan governor Munshi Majid were on the road from 

Baghlan to Kunduz province when a remotely detonated bomb exploded near their car, Majid said. No group has claimed responsibil-

ity for that attack. On 16 July, Nizamulldin Nasher, a district governor in Afghanistan’s eastern Kunduz province, was injured when a 

magnetic bomb attached to his car detonated, injuring Nasher and five others, according to Tolo News. Officials said three of those 

injured were Nasher’s bodyguards.   

Militants from Afghanistan attacked a village in Pakistan on 12 July and took scores of hostages. The militants were forced to flee by 

the Pakistani army, and locals reported they were carrying the bodies of 15 fighters. Two anti-Taliban militiamen from the village 

were killed in the fighting, Associated Press reports. Officials said that the raiders from Afghanistan’s Kunar province appeared to be 

targeting members of an anti-Taliban militia in Kitkot village in Pakistan’s northwest. Pakistan has protested that Afghan and ISAF 

are not doing enough to prevent the increasingly frequent cross-border attacks, which have reportedly killed dozens of Pakistan’s se-

curity forces. In turn, ISAF and the Afghan government have long complained that Pakistan turns a blind eye to militants using Paki-

stan as a base to conduct attacks into Afghanistan.  

A group of insurgents attacked a police post in Kandahar province’s Shah Walikot district late on Sunday night, 15 July, according to 

Pajhwok Afghan News. The governor’s spokesman, Javed Faisal, said a dozen attackers were killed in the ensuing two-hour firefight. 

In other events, six civilians were killed and five others wounded in two separate roadside bomb blasts in Kandahar province on 16 

July. An incident in Spin Boldak happened when a passenger vehicle struck a landmine, killing a family of five and injuring two oth-

ers. Police chief Gen. Abdul Raziq blamed the incident on the Taliban. The second bomb, in Khakrez, blew up a tractor-trolley killing 

a woman and injuring three others. The Khakrez police chief accused the Taliban of planting mines on roads used by civilians. There 

A 
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was no immediate claim of responsibility. 

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                           Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

he World Bank recently published a policy research working paper entitled “Winning Hearts and Minds through Development? 

Evidence from a Field Experiment in Afghanistan”, which researches the impact of the National Security Programme (NSP) on 

counterinsurgency outcomes. In order to test out the “winning hearts and minds” objectives of the NSP, the field experiment 

randomly selects 500 villages where the programme has been implemented. The study looks for causal relations between the imple-

mentation of the NSP and economic welfare, attitudes towards government and security. The World Bank presents two different sce-

narios: areas where there are moderate levels of violence and areas with heightened levels of violence. For the former, the report con-

cludes that the NSP approach has a positive effect on economic well-being and attitudes toward all levels of government, non-

governmental organisations, and possibly also to foreign forces. The provision of projects make non-combatants more inclined to view 

government actors as working in their best interest, which eventually results in less support to the insurgency. This decrease in sup-

porting the insurgency is shown primarily through the reduction in the number of Afghans willing to join the insurgency. This does 

not mean the local population is necessarily more willing to cooperate and share information with the government. On the other hand, 

in regions with heightened levels of violence, attitudes towards government and security do not improve despite positive effects on 

economic welfare. Although, the study does not find evidence of NSP reducing levels of violence in areas experiencing significant 

security problems, the overall conclusion is that the benefits of the NSP “are not only limited to the provision of direct economic and 

social benefits, but can also contribute to preventing the spread of violent civil conflicts”. 

India has reaffirmed its commitment to continue working on the Salam dam in Herat province reports Pajhwok Afghan News. The 

project, which reportedly would irrigate 75,000 hectares of land and produce 42MW of power, was scheduled to be completed in 2010 

but because of the constant clashes between Afghan National Security Forces and the insurgency, the Indian government decided to 

delay the project. India’s Consul General to Herat, Rakesh Lal, told Pajhwok that the dam has also been delayed because extra funds 

have not been approved. According to Lal, the costs of the dam, which employs 700 workers, 250 of them Indian, have escalated from 

USD 85 million to USD 200 million, not only because of security issues but also climatic conditions and logistic problems. Lal added 

that once the funds have been approved, the project could be finished within two years.  

Mazar-e Sharif is the third city, after Kabul and Jalalabad, where 3G services have been introduced by Etisalat, reports Pajhwok. Users 

will be provided with internet services offering data transmission services ranging from 20MB to 4GB. The prices of the new services 

will vary between AFG 29 (USD 0.6) per day to AFG 499 (USD 10) per month.  

The Ministry of Public Works will spend USD 31.6 million on asphalting 100 km of roads in Herat, informs Pajhwok. The roads will 

link the city of Herat with the Pakhtun Zarghoon and Ghorian districts. The asphalt works, which will take approximately 540 labour 

days, will be funded from the government’s budget and will be carried out in partnership between an Afghan and a Chinese company. 

The Independent Directorate of Local Governance (IDLG) and the General Directorate of the Afghan Geodesy and Cartography Head 

Office (AGCHO) have formally redefined the internal borders of each district in Afghanistan, according to a press release from 

NATO’s Training Mission in Afghanistan (NTM-A). The declaration aims to overcome the common jurisdictional confusion among 

government institutions as well as security forces. According to Abdul Gheyas Wardak, provincial director of IDLG, the 2007 version 

had some mistakes and gaps in information. Hence, IDLG and AGCHO analysts went back and reportedly completed a more thorough 

canvassing of the districts and provinces. This decree can now assist government officials in their economic development projects, in 

rebuilding existing, and building new, rural roads and in defining property ownership. Roger Greenland, senior mentor for AGCHO 

also said the declaration can help show “What’s government land, what’s private land, and what districts they’re in and who’s respon-

sible for them.” This decree also reportedly allows Afghans to know which local government they belong to for government services 

and voting.  
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The World Health Organization (WHO) has released the “Health Cluster Report: January – June 2012” which reviews the activi-

ties and coverage that the Health Cluster has dealt with during the first six month of the year. The Health Cluster activated 18 

mobile and seven temporary static health teams run by different NGOs with the support of the WHO. During the period of report-

ing, the Health Cluster has covered 300,000 communities affected by the harsh winter, floods and large-scale disease outbreaks. 

Teams have carried out more than 160,000 curative consultations, 32% of which have been with children under five and 58% with 

women. The Health Cluster has provided measles vaccination for 5,300 children. The report highlights that the main challenges 

facing the activities were physical access due to insecurity or difficult terrain, requiring the use of animal transport or access by 

foot or helicopter. The main causes of the large scale outbreaks were measles (76%), pertussis (8%) and other acute respiratory 

infections (8%).  

Humanitarian Update 

mailto:rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WB_WinningHeartsandMindsThroughDevelopment_EvidencefromaFieldExperimentinAfghanistan.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WB_WinningHeartsandMindsThroughDevelopment_EvidencefromaFieldExperimentinAfghanistan.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Work%20on%20Salma%20dam%20to%20continue,%20promises%20India%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/3G%20technology%20services%20launched%20in%20Balkh%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/$31.pdf
http://ntm-a.com/archives/11179
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Health%20clusterReport%20Jan%20to%20May%202012.comp_.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 July 2012  Page 6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 “Winning Hearts and Minds through Development? Evidence from a Field Experiment in Afghanistan”, Policy Research Work-

ing Paper 6129, World Bank, July 2012 by Andrew Bath, Fotini Christia and Ruben Enikolopov. 

 “Afghanistan Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2010-2011”, UNCIEF and Central Statistic Organization, July 2012. 

 “Health Cluster Report: January – June 2012”, World Health Organization, July 2012. 

 “Humanitarian Bulletin: June 2012”, OCHA, July 2012. 

 “Religious Movements, Militancy and Conflict in South Asia: Cases from India, Pakistan and Afghanistan”, Centre for Strate-

gic and International Studies, July 2012. 

 “Fixing Afghanistan’s Electoral Systems: Arguments and Options for Reform”, Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, 

July 2012 by Andrew Reynolds and John Carey.  

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like a publication or event notice to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The 
CFC is not obliged to print information regarding publications or events it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. 

Any notices submitted for publication in the “Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge manage-

ment and information sharing institution. 

Recent Readings & Resources  

 
www.cimicweb.org afghanistan@cimicweb.org Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC) ENGAGE WITH US 

 

 
 
 

Similarly, the United Nations Office for Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) released the Humanitarian Bulletin for covering the 

month of June. The report reviews a range of issues in Afghanistan such as the Global Acute Malnutrition index, reported security 

incidents, displacements flows, natural disasters, the cluster highlights and the humanitarian funding update.    

Finally, several agencies have released a variety of maps concerning different sectors in Afghanistan. The United Nations Chil-

dren’s Fund has published a map showing the results of the Multi Indicator Cluster Survey for 2010 and 2011. A joint map by the 

United Nations Agency for International Development, the European Union and iMMAP shows the coordinated response to the 

drought in northern Afghanistan. The Nutrition Cluster released a new update of the maps “Who, What and Where”.  
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