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This document provides an overview of developments in Afghanistan from 02 – 15 October 2012, with 

hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on the 

topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of the Afghanistan 

Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg.   

 

 
 
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck ► steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 

 

fghan Commerce Minister Anwar ul-Haq Ahadi says that investment in Afghanistan is 

up twenty percent during the first nine months of 2012 compared to the same period a 

year earlier. Ahadi stated: “Foreign investment has accounted for some 60 million dol-

lars, while 400 million dollars were invested by Afghans.” The Minister claims that Afghani-

stan can be independent of donor support within a decade if the country sees strong investment 

in infrastructure and the mining sector. 

In a long-anticipated move, the Afghan government published 210 previously agreed mining 

and energy contracts in an effort to prove to the international community that it is managing its 

resources transparently, according to Reuters. Foreign donors had considered holding up aid to 

Afghanistan due to corruption, and concerns over a lack of transparency in the mining sector 

had reportedly discouraged some major companies from investing in Afghanistan. The con-

tracts released by the Afghan government, which have been posted on the Ministry of Mines 

(MoM) website, include one covering a portion of the Amu Darya basin in northern Afghani-

stan. The China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) obtained the rights to that deposit, 

which reportedly contains approximately 80 million barrels of oil. The contract shows that 

CNPC will provide the first fifteen percent of extracted hydrocarbons (oil, gas, etc.) each 

month to the Afghan government as royalties. The company has also agreed to pay an income 

tax of thirty percent and stated that it will give priority to Afghans in hiring. While such details 

may allay some concerns that the Afghan government has been overly lenient in its negotia-

tions with foreign mining, metals and energy firms, Minister of Mines Wahidullah Shahrani 

stated that some contracts may also prove controversial. For instance, some past contracts were 

reportedly awarded to firms with little or no experience in the mining sector. 

Several regional trade-related challenges have recently emerged during the past week. Afghan-

istan accused Pakistan of restricting its exports during a two-day meeting of the Afghanistan- 

 

A 

Highlighted Topics          ►Clicking the links in this list will take you to the appropriate section. 

 The Afghan government has published 210 previously agreed mining contracts.  

 Approximately 1,000 Afghanistan-bound trucks are being held up in Iran. 

 The EU blocks USD 26 million in foreign aid after absence of Afghan justice reform. 

 Biometric identification project may hamper instead of help the 2014 elections.  

 Several nations pledged to continue training the Afghan security forces beyond 2014. 

 A car bomb killed 16 people and wounded many more in north-western Pakistan. 

 Several options under review to expand the water supply for Kabul population. 

 A restaurant in Kabul provides job opportunities and rehabilitation to drug addicts. 
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Pakistan Transit Trade Coordination Authority (APTTCA), according to The Express Tribune. Afghan officials say that Pakistan’s 

refusal to allow Afghan produce and other goods to be trucked across Pakistan to the Indo-Pakistani border crossing at Wagah com-

prises a direct violation of the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA). In addition, Afghan traders say they have 

faced obstacles in exporting goods via the Pakistani ports of Karachi and bin Qasim. Under the APTTA, Afghanistan and Pakistan are 

permitted to import and export goods across one another’s terrain free from undue interference or obstacles. Afghan officials say they 

have done their utmost to implement the agreement and are frustrated that Afghan fruits and vegetables spoil en route to India after 

being repeatedly held up and delayed by Pakistani authorities. Pakistan, for its part, says it has failed to implement the APTTA in its 

entirety because it has yet to put in place regulatory mechanisms to manage the Afghan transit trade. This news comes as Pakistan 

Observer reports that bilateral trade between Afghanistan and Pakistan has reached USD 1.5 billion per year. 

In closely related news, Pajhwok Afghan News reports that approximately 1,000 Afghanistan-bound trucks are stranded in Iran after 

Iranian officials claimed their fuel tanks do not meet minimum standards. The number of trucks passing from Iran into Afghanistan’s 

Nimroz province – most of them carrying goods imported via the Iranian port at Bandar Abbas – has dropped by 80-85% in recent 

weeks. The reduced cross-border commerce is costing the Nimroz customs department as much as AFN 18 million (USD 352,389) per 

day in lost revenues. Afghan traders also say the loss of imports via Iran is hurting their businesses, leaving several unable to pay back 

loans for goods imported on credit. Nimroz Customs Director Ilhamuddin Mazhar says that the Afghan government will be sending a 

delegation to Iran to sort out the issue. 

Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty (RL) reports that Afghan traders are increasingly wary about doing business using the Iranian cur-

rency, the rial, which has severely declined in value since the start of the year. This has in turn affected Iranian businesses and indi-

viduals, which had previously been able to count on Afghanistan’s loosely regulated currency markets to exchange their rials for more 

stable currencies. However, the rial’s recent downward spiral has greatly reduced Afghan traders’ willingness to accept rials. 

The Afghan Central Bank, in cooperation with the Ministry of Finance, began the sale of New Kabul Bank, according to Pajhwok. 

The sale and privatisation of the currently government-controlled bank was recently approved by the Afghan cabinet. New Kabul 

Bank was established to take on some of the remaining operations of Kabul Bank, which was hit by a scandal and taken over by the 

Afghan government in late 2010. The sale of New Kabul Bank is intended to be highly transparent, and bidders will be thoroughly 

assessed. The qualified bidder offering the highest price for the bank – which owns AFN 1.8 billion (USD 35.2 million) in properties 

and investments valued at AFN 29 billion (USD 567.7 million) – will be selected. New Kabul Bank has approximately 100 branches 

across Afghanistan, two-thirds of which are currently operational. 

The number of Afghan households growing cannabis leapt by more than a third last year, according to The Guardian. The United Na-

tions Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) said in a statement that the increase exacerbates the drug-control problem in Afghanistan, 

which already leads the world in producing opium. Prices for the best quality cannabis resin have nearly tripled since 2009, to USD 95 

per kg, making it a viable alternative for opium poppies. Afghan authorities involved in counter-narcotics efforts also tend to be more 

lenient in the case of cannabis, with opium remaining their top priority. Hence, Afghanistan is rapidly becoming a key source of can-

nabis resin on world markets. 

A number of other economic development stories, which are summarised below, emerged these past two weeks. 

 Afghan Minister of Commerce and Industries Anwar ul-Haq Ahadi told Wadsam that the government will soon begin distributing 

plots of land to traders over the next few months in the Hesar-e-Shahi industrial park in Nangarhar province. 

 Yury Fedotov, Executive Director of the UNODC, told RFE/RL that poppy eradication efforts in Afghanistan deserve to continue 

but should be paired with alternative crop initiatives which provide farmers with a source of licit income. 

 Brigadier General John Bullard, the deputy commander of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Regional Com-

mand North, told reporters, civil society representatives, female provincial council members, Afghan government personnel and 

some businesswomen that ISAF had established a women’s council that would receive their concerns and enable ISAF to support 

women’s living conditions, according to Pajhwok. 
 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

 

he European Union told the Afghan government that it is withholding millions of euros in aid because of a failure to reform the 

judiciary, reports The Wall Street Journal. At the donor conference held this past July in Tokyo, the international community 

affirmed that billions of dollars in foreign aid for Afghanistan were conditional on the completion of several benchmarks relat-

ed to good governance, corruption and human rights. For instance, donors asked the Afghan government to develop a National Priority 

Programme (NPP) focused on ensuring the rule of law and depoliticising the judiciary. No agreement on this NPP has been reached so 

far; hence, the European Union is delaying the disbursement of USD 26 million for the judicial sector. Given the billions of dollars 

spent in Afghanistan, the sum itself is relatively insignificant, according to the article. However, an unnamed Western official said the 

move was meant as a warning of larger future aid cuts should the Afghan government keep stalling reforms. Other donors, such as the 

United States, have not yet held back funding, officials say. The move by the EU comes as the officials with the Afghanistan Inde-

pendent Human Rights Commission say they are concerned about the increase of groups exacting justice outside of formal govern-

ment channels. Tolo News reports that Taliban leaders in Herat have executed two alleged kidnappers by firing squad. Officials said 

T 

http://pakobserver.net/detailnews.asp?id=177412
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Iran%20bans%20Nimroz.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nimroz.aspx
http://www.rferl.org/content/iran-afghanistan-rial-currency-crisis/24729954.html?
http://www.rferl.org/content/iran-afghanistan-rial-currency-crisis/24729954.html?
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Bidding%20process%20for%20New%20Kabul%20Bank%20set%20in%20motion.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/oct/08/afghan-families-cannabis-cultivation-opium?
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-traders-to-get-lands-in-industrial-park-930/
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-traders-to-get-lands-in-industrial-park-930/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
http://www.rferl.org/content/interview-trade-can-cure-afghan-opium-addiction/24732702.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Women%20assured%20of%20economic%20empowerment.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/WSJ%20-%20EUWitholdsSomeAid.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7819-alleged-herat-kidnappers-executed-by-taliban
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that the alleged kidnappers had been under investigation by the police, but the provincial police had not yet arrested them. In a sepa-

rate instance, a 16-year-old boy was lashed in public after being accused of abusing another child in Tawhed Abad in Ghazni City, 

reports Ariana News. 

The Afghan government’s plan to issue biometric identification cards known, as e-tazkira, prior to the presidential election in 2014 

may increase tensions with the international community, states The Wall Street Journal. International donors are concerned that the 

ambitious USD 115 million plan may not be realised and therefore could tarnish instead of enhance the legitimacy of the elections. 

Zmarialai Wafa, acting director for information security at Afghanistan’s Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, 

said time and logistics will allow for only between five and eight million voters to receive the cards out of 15 million eligible voters. 

Also unclear is whether the new e-tazkiras will become the only acceptable voter ID and whether the technology will work in a largely 

illiterate country like Afghanistan, where most of the population has no access to electricity. The chip in the ID card would need to be 

charged, or the information would have to be accessed by a computer. Additionally, President Hamid Karzai said that presidential 

elections would be held on time in 2014 and he would step aside as mandated, according to Reuters. President Karzai told a press con-

ference that “The election will definitely happen. Go on and choose your own favorite candidate. My term, if prolonged by even a day, 

will be seen as illegitimate”.  

Meanwhile, President Karzai said that he will not sign a strategic pact with Pakistan unless it accepts all of Afghanistan’s conditions, 

including the end of the cross-border shelling in eastern Afghan provinces, Tolo News reports. President Karzai said: “If these condi-

tions are met – terrorism is stopped, extremism is dismantled, anti-Afghan activities are stopped, the destruction of Afghanistan is 

stopped – then a friendship will start between the two countries which hasn’t happened so far. Then the strategic pact will be signed 

between Afghanistan and Pakistan”.  

Unnamed diplomats and officials reportedly told The Express Tribune that no Afghan Taliban leader has so far approached a joint 

Afghan-Pakistani-US team for the “safe passage” so they may join the reconciliation process, raising doubts about the success of the 

new initiative. A Taliban spokesman said even if someone approached the trilateral forum, it should be understood that they were not 

representing the Taliban. This comes as senior Afghan government negotiator Mohammad Masoom Stanekzai told Reuters that the 

Afghan government’s efforts to encourage Taliban insurgents to enter peace talks are making progress despite an apparent impasse. 

The Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission, meanwhile, criticised the peace negotiations for lacking the necessary 

transparency and has demanded that the High Peace Council provide accurate information to the public, states Ariana.  

In related news, an article by The New York Times suggests that the United States may pursue a more modest approach to political 

reconciliation with Afghan insurgents in the future. Unnamed US officials reportedly stated that the US government is shifting focus 

so that, after the security transition in 2014, it will support Afghans in working out a deal amongst themselves while ensuring Pakistan 

is on board with any subsequent settlement. However, the United States has not given up on talks. The US government agreed last 

month to set up a committee with Pakistan that would vet potential new Taliban interlocutors, and is reportedly considering whether to 

restart a proposed prisoner swap with the insurgents. The details of the new vetting committee have yet to be worked out, and “if we 

are depending on Pakistan, it comes with an asterisk [...] We never know whether they will see it through.”  

According to Deutsche Presse-Agentur, NATO officials have insisted their plan for a 2014 withdrawal of foreign combat troops from 

Afghanistan has not changed. The Guardian reported NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen had suggested the date could 

be moved forward in an interview. The Telegraph notes that UK defence chiefs are reportedly considering a faster military withdrawal 

from Afghanistan. The British ambassador to Afghanistan, Sir Richard Staff, hinted that he believed a faster drawdown was not only 

possible but preferable, reports a separate article by The Guardian. Staff stated: “The more the people of Afghanistan see their own 

government stand on its own two feet, the better for everybody. This is not a matter of us cutting and running and disappearing, it is a 

matter of shifting the nature of our engagement from hand-holding to one which is offering support as needed and required.” 

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared this past week, including those summarised below. 

 Security forces in Kandahar province are detaining mullahs who preach anti-government messages, local officials tell Tolo News. 

The arrests of such Mullahs on Afghanistan’s side of the border began two months ago and are on-going, he added. This comes as 

a significant number of clerics and scholars openly sympathise with the Taliban, reports Global Post.  

 According to Agence France-Presse, seven members of the British Royal Marines were arrested on suspicion of murder in Af-

ghanistan in 2011. A UK Ministry of Defence spokesperson said “The incident followed an engagement with an insurgent –  

there were no civilians involved”. The UK’s Service Justice System said it would not be releasing any more information about the 

arrests, but vowed to conduct an internal review. The Afghan Ministry of Defence has welcomed the arrest. 

 Afghanistan’s top prison officials have told Afghan lawmakers that the country is struggling to control its prisons due to insuffi-

cient space and staff capacity, reports Tolo News. The Head of the Central Prison Directorate, Amir Mohammad Jamshidi, said 

that Taliban prisoners are trying to plan suicide attacks from within the detention centres and noted that prison guards were in-

volved in helping smuggle drugs and other illegal materials inside. 

 Pajhwok notes that from now on, parliamentarians will be invited to National Security Council meetings to ensure better coordi-

nation on security issues. National security and political issues, the regional situation and possible threats in border areas came up 

for discussion, a statement from President Karzai’s office said. 

http://ariananews.af/regional/16-year-old-boy-was-lashed-in-public/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/WSJ%20-%20AfghanVoteRaisesTensions.pdf
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-electionbre8930b4-20121003,0,226462.story
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7828-incomplete-election-better-than-illegal-government-karzai
http://tribune.com.pk/story/451690/afghan-reconciliation-safe-passage-offer-fails-to-lure-taliban/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/10/14/us-afghanistan-stanekzai-idUSBRE89D0I620121014
http://ariananews.af/regional/no-transparency-exists-in-peace-process-aihrc/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/NYT%20-%20USScalesBackNegotiation.pdf
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=5574
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/oct/01/nato-forces-afghanistan-early-retreat?newsfeed=true
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/defence/9605922/Defence-chiefs-draw-up-plans-for-faster-withdrawal-from-Afghanistan.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/oct/02/afghanistan-british-ambassador-richard-stagg
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7938-kandahar-police-detain-mullahs
http://www.alaskadispatch.com/article/taliban-openly-supported-clerics-afghanistan
http://www.nation.co.ke/News/world/-/1068/1531298/-/29k1hyz/-/index.html?
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7813-top-afghan-officials-admit-fears-for-prison-control
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20KarzaiWantsMPsAttendNSCMtg.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/PAJHWOK%20-%20KarzaiWantsMPsAttendNSCMtg.pdf
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 A Reuters report describes how detectives in Kabul are being taught how to solve a crime using physical evidence and witness 

statements. The article states crimes are generally dealt with by extracting a confession through excessive force. More than 800 

students have passed through Kabul’s Crime Scene Management College which is supervised by members of EUPOL, the Euro-

pean Union’s 350-strong police mission in Afghanistan.  
 

 

Security & Force Protection                                               Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org 
 

 suicide attack and bomb blast in Kandahar province’s Maruf district killed two troops with the International Security Assis-

tance Force (ISAF) and four members of the Afghan intelligence service, according to Agence France-Presse (AFP). The at-

tacker approached a checkpoint being manned by Afghan personnel and ISAF forces and detonated his suicide vest. These are 

the latest in what has been a mounting string of attacks in southern Afghanistan. A roadside bomb killed two Afghan policemen and 

wounded three others in Qalat, the capital of Zabul province. On 12 October, one child was killed and another was injured by a bomb 

in Helmand province. 

However, United Press International notes that ISAF and the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) have also recently captured or 

killed several insurgent leaders. Afghan and international forces confirmed on 13 October that they had captured Taliban leader Qari 

Nasratullah, who is believed to have led a bomb-making unit, in Kandahar province. Several other insurgents were also reportedly 

killed or captured this past week. Two insurgents were in killed in fighting in Helmand province, and Taliban leader Sher Ali, also 

known as Haji Ustad, was killed in Kandahar province while in the process of gathering and delivering explosives for an attack. 

Members of the ANSF also arrested insurgent leader Abdul Zahir in Nimroz province. 

Insider attacks, in which members of the ANSF turn their guns on international forces, have killed more than 50 foreign troops so far 

this year, according to the Associated Press (AP). In addition, green-on-green attacks, in which Afghan soldiers and police target their 

fellow ANSF members, have also been on the rise. “It’s not only foreigners. They are targeting Afghan security forces too”, said Af-

ghan Army Sergeant Habibullah Hayar. A soldier in Hayar’s barracks was arrested for plotting an insider attack against their unit, 

which serves in Paktiya province. Although the Afghan government has not released the number of ANSF members killed in insider 

attacks, the AP says, by its count, the number was at least 53 as of late August. 

Several nations contributing to the ISAF mission are still committed to training Afghan forces beyond 2014 in spite of growing con-

cerns over the increase of “insider attacks” on NATO forces, Tolo News reports. NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 

addressing a two-day meeting of NATO defence ministers, acknowledged that the attacks by Afghan security troops on the NATO 

forces have harmed relations but highlighted several NATO members and ISAF partners continuing willingness to support the ANSF 

for several years to come. 

At that same meeting, US Marine Corps General Joseph Dunford was nominated as the new ISAF commander, The Christian Science 

Monitor reported. US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who made the announcement, also noted that the current ISAF commander, US 

Marine Corps General John Allen, will move to NATO where he will serve as Supreme Allied Commander Europe, replacing US Na-

vy Admiral James Stavridis. The US Senate must still reportedly confirm these nominations. 

In regional news, a car bomb killed at least 16 people and wounded more than 30 others in a market in Darra Adam Khel, which is 

located in Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, reports AFP. The province’s information chief, Mian Iftikhar Hussain, said: “It 

was a suicide attack and the target was the local peace committee.” The peace committee was reportedly comprised of former militia 

fighters who had agreed to demobilise and support efforts to reign in militancy; its office is located nearby the market in Darra Adam 

Khel. 

Also in Pakistan, a 14-year-old girl, heralded for championing girls’ education and publicising atrocities committed by the Pakistani 

Taliban, was shot by a gunman in Pakistan’s volatile Swat Valley, according to the AP. Malala Yousufzai was severely wounded and 

is being transported to the United Kingdom for further treatment, says the BBC. Yousufzai was nominated last year for the Interna-

tional Children’s Peace Prize. Taliban spokesman Ahsanullah Ahsan confirmed that “[w]e have carried out this attack”. 

In other security-related news from Afghanistan and its region: 

 Khaama Press is reporting that two foreign nationals, one Canadian and one American, were abducted by unknown gunmen in 

Wardak province of Afghanistan. The Canadian and American governments are reportedly looking into the matter to confirm 

whether the reports are accurate. 

 Taliban insurgents reportedly targeted women in a residential neighbourhood of Ghazni province this past week, writes The Ex-

aminer. The attack was condemned by ISAF. “This targeting of a heavily populated area shows the insurgency will do anything to 

achieve its unjust aims,” said deputy ISAF spokesman Brigadier General John Madower. 

 The leader of a Taliban group in eastern Laghman province, Rohullah Kahoon, was killed by an airstrike on 3 October along with 

three other insurgents, in a joint ANSF-ISAF military operation, according to Tolo News.  

 As many as 21 insurgents died when their stockpiled explosives blew up in Kandahar province near the Afghanistan-Pakistan 

border, Wakht News Agency reported. 
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 NATO and Afghan forces have seized an average 60 tonnes of ammonium nitrate fertiliser per month so far in 2012, twice as 

much as last year, says Strategy Page. The fertiliser seized so far this year can be refined to make about 5,000 roadside bombs or 

improvised explosive devices per month. 

 As many as fifteen rebels were killed as insurgents assembled to attack a local police checkpoint in Kandahar province, Wakht 

News Agency reported. A spokesman for the provincial authorities said the action took place in the Shah Wali Kot district. 
 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                    Rainer Gonzalez ► rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

hree different options are being studied to provide water to Kabul residents Yousuf Pashtoon, Presidential advisor on construc-

tion, water, power and minerals, told Wadsam. The three options considered consist either in pumping or transferring by gravi-

ty water from the Panjshir River. The Council of Ministers appointed a senior staff team to assist the Ministry of Urban Devel-

opment Affairs (MoUDA) to put together a comprehensive plan to develop this project. The project would not only supply water to 

the current city of Kabul but also the planned New Kabul City, which will be located in Deh Sabz and Barik Aab areas. Initial esti-

mates say that the project could cost USD 400 million and could take at least eight years to be completed. So far, only Japan has 

pledged USD 250 million. Existing water supply networks in Kabul are designed to provide water for two million people, but the cur-

rent population in Kabul is approximately five million. Because of the inability of current basic infrastructure to cope with Kabul’s 

population needs, Afghan officials advocate for the construction of the New Kabul City project, which will provide housing and better 

infrastructure to three million people. However, some experts warn that the new city must be built following different patterns from 

the ‘old’ Kabul city. Saifuddin Saihoon, professor of political economy at the University of Kabul says: “Kabul city’s current popula-

tion density is already too high, and there is no way to send some of the people to a different city. The New Kabul must be built with 

standard facilities. We are hopeful that the region will have a proper water supply system, green locations and recreation centres. If it 

is built on the basis of the old Kabul features, then pollution and chaos will spread further.” 

The US Army has warned that the lack of proper railway infrastructure could be an obstacle to transforming Afghanistan’s USD 1 

trillion in mineral deposits into an economic engine, reports Wadsam. According to the US military, Afghanistan must develop a new 

railway network that would cost more than USD 54 billion. To export iron ore alone would require up to 3,000 miles of railways 

through Pakistan. Tens of tunnels and bridges to overcome the 600 miles in rough terrain separating Bamian and Kabul at a cost of 

USD 7.5 million would be needed. Nonetheless, Afghan officials say that the railway network proposed by the US Army is unfeasible 

and overambitious. Some Western officials support the idea that Afghanistan can rely on large trucks rather than rail to transport min-

ing products. In this regard, the Chinese consortium CNPC, who was awarded with the exploitation of Aynak copper mine, is conduct-

ing an exhaustive analysis to determine whether there is a need to build the USD 3.5 billion railway as per the terms of agreement. In 

fact, Western officials do not think China will build the railway as it is not necessary to export the copper. A Western official based in 

Afghanistan told Wadsam: “A general-purpose railway is never going to be economic in Afghanistan. If the Afghan authorities are 

keen on that they are essentially saddling themselves with a liability.”  

Laila Haidari, an Afghan entrepreneur, is running a restaurant in Kabul as a revolutionary idea to help drug addicts rehabilitate and 

fight against the heavy stigma attached to drug addiction, reviews AlertNet. Haidari borrowed USD 26,000 to start up the Taj Begum 

(“Woman’s Crown”) and now she spends her days visiting shelters to seek for opiate addicts. Haidari expects that drug addicts will 

have a chance to rebuild their lives and learn new skills while they help her to run the business. The restaurant, which also provides 

shelter, is already helping seventeen former addicts. Masoma Jan, one of the waitress in rehabilitation, says “Now I hope to live with-

out drugs. I am thinking of my sons. They are innocent. I don’t want my background have a destructive and dark effect on my sons’ 

lives.” The restaurant meant the ending of Hadari’s marriage, as many Afghan males object to females working if it brings them into 

contact with men outside their family. Her husband filed for divorce when she announced her plans, refusing to negotiate even when 

she suggested he take a second wife as compensation.  

The Afghan government and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) have launched the first ever climate change initi-

ative in Afghanistan, says a UNEP press release. The project, which will cost USD 6 million, will be funded mainly by the Global 

Environment Facility and aims to help communities that are vulnerable to the effects of climate change, such as drought, and to build 

the capacity of Afghan institutions to address climate change risk. UNEP identified Afghanistan as one of the countries most vulnera-

ble to climate change. The project will be implemented in Badakhshan, Balkh, Bamian and Dai Kundi. 

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues emerged this past week, including those summarised below. 

 Three years after its inauguration, the Jumhoriat hospital has yet to receive a patient, as the state of the building and its facilities 

makes it too dangerous, highlights Al Jazeera. The hospital, which was built by the Chinese government, was closed one day after 

the inauguration and has since remained closed. The facility was built by a Chinese contractor and the workmanship is reportedly 

so poor that the hospital would need USD 44 million to operate safely. The total annual health development budget for Afghani-

stan is USD 135 million.  

 The Pakistani government has promised to resume construction works on the dualistaion of the Torkham-Jalalabad highway, re-

ports Pajhwok Afghan News. The works started in 2007, but the project was shelved after seventy percent of the works had been 

completed in the first two years.  

T 

http://www.strategypage.com/htmw/htweap/articles/20121004.aspx?
http://www.wakht.af/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6400%3A15-armed-taliban-killed-in-kandahar&catid=6%3Asecurity-a-crime&Itemid=17&lang=en
mailto:rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org
http://www.wadsam.com/plan-for-water-supply-project-in-kabul-is-completed-321/
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-government-to-solve-kabuls-drinking-water-safety-issue-through-panjshir-5364/
http://www.wadsam.com/railroads-a-must-for-afghanistan-mining-987/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Bamian.aspx
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/afghan-addicts-help-run-daring-new-restaurant-in-kabul/
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/default.aspx?DocumentID=2697&ArticleID=9300
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/default.aspx?DocumentID=2697&ArticleID=9300
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/DaiKundi.aspx
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/10/201210210243520232.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Pakistan%20to%20resume%20work%20on%20highway%20dualisation.pdf
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 The construction works for a new township to provide shelter for 50,000 people in Bamian province have been launched, reports 

Wadsam. The township, which will have a variety of facilities, will be developed by the MoUDA and it will be completed in fif-

teen years. 

 The foundation stone-laying ceremony for the new academy for the Afghan National Army was held in Kabul, says Wadsam. The 

new building will cost USD 42 million and will be funded by the UK.  

 The asphalting works of a 98 km-long stretch of road in Bamian province has been completed, says Pajhwok. The project, funded 

by the Asian Development Bank at a cost of USD 70 million, has reduced the travel time between the capital and Yakawlang dis-

trict from four hours to eighty minutes. 

 The construction works for the expansion of Bamian airport has also been launched, informs Wadsam. The expansion project, 

which will be funded by the Japanese International Cooperation Agency with USD 150 million, will include the construction of a 

2 km runway and a boundary wall.  

 The Afghan Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, Daud Ali Naijfi, said that Afghanistan might become a member of the In-

ternational Road and Transport Union, says Wadsam.  

 Logar residents will soon meet their electricity needs through a USD 62 million project funded by the Ministry of Water and En-

ergy which will take twenty months to complete, according to Wadsam.  
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