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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 31 July – 13 August 

2012, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For 

more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the 

members of the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org.  

  
 

Economic Development                     Steven A. Zyck ► steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

akistan’s Peshawar High Court (PHC) decided on 02 August to extend a ban on exports 

of cattle and chicken to Afghanistan until at least 15 August, reports Dawn. The PHC 

had first installed the ban on 23 July based on claims that Pakistani livestock was being 

smuggled into Afghanistan, thus producing meat shortages and rising food prices in Pakistan. 

Representatives of Pakistan’s livestock industry objected to the ruling, saying that authorised 

exporters using approved export routes should be exempted. A UN database shows that Af-

ghanistan imported approximately 56,000 chickens and nearly 5,000 head of cattle from Paki-

stan in 2009, the most recent year for which official records are available. 

In other agricultural news, officials at Afghanistan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and 

Livestock (MAIL) tell Tolo News that this year’s corn harvest will be 40% larger than last 

year’s. Afghanistan should produce 6.3 million tonnes of corn this year, the second-highest 

amount in the past 35 years. However, Afghanistan uses around 6.7 million tonnes of corn each 

year. Thus, the country will still need to import another 400,000 tonnes of corn. 

Tolo TV broadcast records allegedly showing that Afghan Finance Minister Omar Zakhilwal 

deposited around USD 1 million into bank accounts in Afghanistan and Canada over the course 

of the past six years. Zakhilwal, who became Afghanistan’s finance minister three years ago, 

denies the allegations. President Hamid Karzai quickly ordered Azizullah Ludin, head of the 

High Office of Oversight and Anti-Corruption, to launch an investigation into the matter, says 

The New York Times. According to The Guardian, Zakhilwal is widely admired among many 

of Afghanistan’s international partners for his efforts to actively root out corruption within the 

Afghan government and financial system. He reportedly took his case to foreign donors on 09 

August during a briefing on accountability measures. During the briefing, the Minister said that 

the money transfers shown by Tolo TV had nothing to do with corruption, as some have sug-

gested, and that the money involved was gained through real estate investments, consulting 

projects and academic work. After the accusations aired, Zakhilwal called on the Attorney 

General to investigate him and his finances. 

A consortium of Indian companies recently completed contract negotiations with Afghan au-

thorities for a 30-year lease of the Hajigak iron ore deposit in central Afghanistan, reports Out-

look Afghanistan. The contract, which must be approved by the Afghan cabinet, gives the con-

sortium three years to explore the site and another two years to set up associated infrastructure 

and processing facilities. Hence, extraction is unlikely to begin for at leave five years. Once 

mining operations are fully underway, the Afghan government will receive royalties on a slid-

ing scale ranging from 3% to 12%; this will enable the Afghan government to obtain a relative-

ly consistent level of income from Hajigak’s minerals despite fluctuations in the global prices 

of iron ore and metals. The consortium of Indian companies will be investing USD 75 million 

in Afghanistan during the first phase of the Hajigak mining project, which will last approxi-

mately two and a half years, says India Times. In the future, the Indian consortium is set to 

build a major steel plant, an 800 MW power plant and associated infrastructure at a cost of 

USD 10.8 billion. However, the consortium notes that the steel plant will only be built if the 

Afghan authorities make available coal and limestone. 
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http://www.cimicweb.org/
http://dawn.com/2012/08/03/court-extends-ban-on-cattle-chicken-export/
http://faostat.fao.org/site/604/DesktopDefault.aspx?PageID=604#ancor
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/7202-afghanistan-has-bumper-corn-harvest-
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7087-more-than-1-million-deposited-into-finance-ministers-accounts-
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/02/world/asia/afghan-finance-chief-under-scrutiny-over-bank-records.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/aug/09/afghan-minister-tears-denies-corruption?newsfeed=true
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=5078
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/news-by-industry/indl-goods/svs/steel/sail-led-consortium-to-invest-75mn-on-afghan-mines-in-phase-i/articleshow/15379479.cms
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The News reports that Pakistan’s Federal Board of Revenue announced the formation of a Directorate General of Transit Trade on 09 

August. This body is intended to both monitor Afghan transit trade through Pakistan and to oversee the shipments of supplies to and 

from the International Security Assistance Force via Pakistani territory. The directorate is described as an “enforcement” body which 

will particularly oversee transit trade involving the Port of Karachi, Port Qasim and Quaid-e-Azam International Airport in Pakistan 

and the Chaman border crossing with Afghanistan. According to Wadsam, transit trade difficulties between Afghanistan and Pakistan 

continue despite the signing of the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) two years ago. The APTTA was de-

signed in part to help land-locked Afghanistan gain access to markets in India and elsewhere. Afghan Foreign Minister Zalmai Ras-

soul told the Meshrano Jirga, the upper house of the Afghan parliament, that “Pakistan is not acting in accordance to the memoran-

dum of understanding” and has ignored agreements reached between Afghan and Pakistani officials at two previously bilateral meet-

ings intended to resolve transit trade disputes. The Afghan government is pushing for another meeting to address the transit trade dif-

ficulties, but Pakistani officials have reportedly been unwilling to set a date. Meanwhile, traders tell Wadsam that Pakistani officials 

charge standardised bribes for every truck crossing the Pakistani border, including as much as AFN 13,500 (USD 279) for trucks over 

the permissible weight limit. 

Afghan businesses which primarily provide foreign soldiers and expatriate aid workers are anticipating a steady decline in demand as 

the international community reduces its presence in Afghanistan, reports Reuters. For instance, Saju D’Cruz, owner of the Namaste 

Indian restaurant in Kabul, says that his business is already drying up and that in approximately two years he will close up shop and 

leave Afghanistan. Restaurants such as Namaste, which serve meals costing around USD 20 per entree, are out of the reach of most 

people in a country where the average monthly income is USD 300. The Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI) 

says that hotels, restaurants, guest houses, the real estate market and a number of other enterprises will fall on hard times in the com-

ing years. ACCI deputy head Khan Jan Alokozai says that many Afghan businesses have recently seen a 40% drop in profits. While 

some hope an influx of mining-related income will help bolster particular sectors of the Afghan economy, many entrepreneurs are 

beginning to question how much longer they will remain in business or in Afghanistan altogether. 

Addressing a similar theme, Outlook Afghanistan reports that sales are weak even during the pre-Eid period in which Afghans stock 

up on basic and luxury goods for the holiday. Retailers say sales are half what they were in 2011. One chocolate importer, for in-

stance, says he has been able to sell only one truck-load of chocolate this year despite having easily sold three truck-loads last year. 

The Afghan economy is reportedly facing hard times despite improvements over the past decade. The anticipated withdrawal of for-

eign troops and a portion of international aid is described as the main culprit. Alternatives to foreign aid are described as promising yet 

plagued by perennial problems. Agriculture, for instance, is strong but is reliant on unpredictable precipitation due to a lack of modern 

irrigation systems, and profits are limited by poor processing, packaging, marketing and export opportunities. With hard economic 

times ahead, one trader told Outlook Afghanistan that he fears warlords unable to skim funds from the international community will 

instead turn to “kidnapping, stealing and grasping people’s goods and properties” to make money, as they had in the past. 

Lastly, President Karzai’s administration is attempting to raise taxes on cigarettes in Afghanistan in order to reduce smoking and in-

crease revenues, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. The move has elicited opposition from the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and 

Industries (ACCI), which says that a tax hike would promote the smuggling of cigarettes, including low-quality varieties, into Afghan-

istan and would not ultimately curb smoking rates. 
 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                             Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org  

 

resident Hamid Karzai participated on 13 August in the meeting of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), where he 

pressed the 57-nation body to support peace talks between the Afghan government and the insurgency, according to Tolo News. 

A separate Tolo News article says that a delegation of Afghan officials recently met with Mullah Ghani Bradar, a top Taliban 

commander who is currently being held in a Pakistani prison. The meeting was intended to determine whether Mullah Bradar could 

help contribute to peace talks between the Afghan government and the Taliban. The meeting was arranged by the Pakistani govern-

ment. Pakistan’s Interior Minister, Rehman Malik, said: “We are fully co-operating with Afghanistan and whatever they are asking for 

the peace process, for developing peace in Afghanistan, we are giving every kind of help.” 

Tehran may be strengthening relations with the Taliban to bolster its ability to retaliate against Western targets in the event of a strike 

against its nuclear programme, reports The Diplomat. Iran has reportedly hedged its bets in Afghanistan, providing support to Presi-

dent Karzai’s government while simultaneously giving covert backing to Afghan insurgent groups, including the Taliban. Recently, 

Iran has reportedly allowed the Taliban to open an office in Zahedan, a city in eastern Iran near the Afghan border. Media sources 

cited by The Diplomat say the location was chosen to help facilitate closer relationships between Iran and the Taliban. Iran has report-

edly declined to provide more than token military aid to the Taliban but is considering supplying Afghan insurgents with surface-to-air 

missiles. 

NATO has appointed Ambassador Maurits R. Jochems as the new Senior Civilian Representative in Afghanistan, Tolo News reports. 

“Our mission in Afghanistan is in a very important phase and I look forward to helping to ensure that the transition goes smoothly,” 

said Jochems. “I will also make it a priority to continue the good work in forging a close working partnership with the Government of 

Afghanistan and other actors. The success of our mission will be vital to secure a stable and prosperous Afghanistan.” Jochems takes 

P 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-3-125648-Directorate-formed-to-monitor-NATO-ISAF-supplies-Afghan-transit-trade
http://www.wadsam.com/the-unresolved-transit-issues-between-afghanistan-and-pakistan131/
http://www.wadsam.com/truck-drivers-fleeced-in-torkham784/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/08/07/uk-afghanistan-business-idUSLNE87600L20120807
http://outlookafghanistan.net/topics?post_id=5143
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Hiking%20tax%20on%20cigarettes%20to%20spur%20smuggling.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7200-afghanistan-to-seek-islamic-countries-support-for-peace-talks
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7204-afghan-officials-met-key-taliban-prisoner
http://thediplomat.com/2012/08/07/iran-hedges-its-bets-in-afghanistan/?all=true
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7144-nato-appoints-new-envoy-to-afghanistan?
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up the post in October and will replace Ambassador Simon Gass of the United Kingdom, who has held the position since April 2011. 

Jochems previously served as the Dutch ambassador to Estonia and as NATO’s interim civilian envoy in Afghanistan in 2008. 

President Karzai last month decreed sweeping reforms and ordered ministries, prosecutors and the judiciary to fight bribery and other 

forms of corruption, according to Pajhwok Afghan News. Seeking to implement President Karzai’s 23-page directive officials from the 

Independent Administrative Reform and Civil Service Commission met on 08 August with the heads of human resources from several 

Afghan government agencies, departments and ministries. The officials reportedly discussed how best to enforce the presidential di-

rective, which includes a prohibition on nepotism and cronyism in hiring and awarding of reconstruction contracts. 

In another corruption-related story, Tolo News reports that several members of the Afghan senate, the Meshrano Jirga, accused Presi-

dent Karzai, members of his family and high-ranking government officials of corruption on 12 August. In particular, they said that 

President Karzai and those close to him have taken bribes from banks but will never be held accountable. Senators also criticised 

many officials’ dual citizenship, which they say allows them to flee Afghanistan once their wrongdoing is brought to light. 

The lower house of Afghanistan’s parliament, the Wolesi Jirga, approved a long-term cooperation agreement between Afghanistan 

and Italy, according to Pajhwok. Afghan Foreign Minister Zalmai Rassoul said the agreement highlights Afghanistan’s expanding 

relations with the world. Under the agreement, Afghanistan and Italy will continue to cooperate on political, economic and security-

related issues after 2014. The cooperation agreement was signed by President Karzai and Italian Prime Minister Mario Monti in Rome 

earlier this year. 

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                               Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org 
 

fghan President Hamid Karzai said he would honour parliament’s vote of no-confidence in Defence Minister Abdul Rahim 

Wardak and Interior Minister Bismillah Khan Mohammadi and begin seeking candidates to replace them, reports The New 

York Times. However, President Karzai suggested he would avoid leaving the two most vital security ministries in the country 

without top leaders at a time when security responsibility is increasingly being transitioned to the Afghan National Army and Afghan 

National Police, which are respectively under the defence and interior ministries. The President thus said he had requested that both 

ministers stay on until suitable replacements could be identified. However, Wardak announced his resignation from government at a 

news conference on 07 August, two days after the no-confidence vote. Wardak said he fully respected the parliament’s will and was, 

therefore, quitting his post. Inayatullah Nazari was appointed acting defence minister in compliance with a presidential decree dated 

08 August. Nazari will be in charge of ministry affairs until the appointment of a new, permanent minister. Mohammadi remains in his 

post. Some in parliament were upset that President Karzai did not immediately replace the two ministers, but others said a delay was 

understandable. “We have fighting almost every day in all of the provinces; therefore, he should find the best candidate. These minis-

tries are both extremely important,” said Hajji Obaidullah Barakzai, a lawmaker from Uruzgan province. Parliament’s motivation for 

removing the two ministers remained unclear. While many in the Afghan parliament stated that the minsters had failed to respond suf-

ficiently to Pakistan firing on parts of eastern Afghanistan in recent weeks, other observers suggested that the officials had upset key 

stakeholders in Afghanistan by not awarding them lucrative contracts.  

Civilian casualties in Afghanistan dropped 15% in the first six months of 2012 relative to the same period in 2011, Reuters reports, 

despite a surge in militant attacks since May. The United Nations announced on 08 August that civilian deaths attributed to the Inter-

national Security Assistance Forces (ISAF) and Afghan forces declined sharply. This report is the first from the United Nations in five 

years to conclude that civilian casualties have declined. A UN statement noted 1,145 civilians were killed and 1,954 were wounded 

between 01 January and 30 June 2012. Approximately one third of those killed or wounded were women or children. Since the United 

Nations began keeping track in 2007, 80% of civilian casualties have been attributed to insurgents. ISAF and Afghan forces were re-

sponsible for 165 civilian deaths and 131 wounded in the first half of 2012, down 25% from the first half of last year. However, The 

Telegraph reports that some analysts believe the decline in civilian casualties is largely attributable to the bitter winter and heavy 

snowfall that suppressed insurgent activity in parts of the country earlier in the year. In addition an assassination campaign focused 

upon people working with the Afghan government or NATO has caused the number of targeted killings to increase by more than half 

relative to 2011. A total of 255 civilians were executed from January to June 2012, up 53% from the same period last year.  

An Afghan police officer in Garmsir in Helmand province opened fire on US troops on 10 August, killing three Marines, The Wash-

ington Post reported. The attacker was part of the district police force, which shares a base with US forces in Garmsir. The attacker is 

described as a low-level administrative assistant whose duties included making tea. The day before, three other US Marines were shot 

and killed by an Afghan police officer – or others working with him – who had invited them to dinner to discuss security in Helmand, 

according to the Associated Press. Since the beginning of the year, 37 ISAF service members have been killed by members of the Af-

ghan army and police. Reuters notes that such “green-on-blue” shootings, in which Afghan police or soldiers turn their weapons on 

their Western colleagues, have had a severe impact on trust between the forces as ISAF prepares to hand over security to Afghans by 

2014. 

A number of other security incidents were reported within the last two weeks: 

 In a non-fatal green-on-blue attack, an Afghan policeman fired on ISAF and Afghan troops in Nangarhar province on 13 August, 

A 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Enforcement%20of%20Karzai’s%20decree%20discussed%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7203-senators-accuse-karzai-his-family-of-corruption
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7203-senators-accuse-karzai-his-family-of-corruption
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Wolesi%20Jirga%20OKs%20cooperation%20pact%20with%20Italy%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/06/world/asia/karzai-says-afghan-ministers-to-be-replaced.html?_r=1&ref=world
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Nazari%20named%20acting%20defence%20minister%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Uruzgan.aspx
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/nationworld/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-civiliansbre8770ld-20120808,0,1518555.story?
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/9461881/Targeted-killings-in-Afghanistan-up-53-per-cent.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/9461881/Targeted-killings-in-Afghanistan-up-53-per-cent.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/war-zones/3-marines-shot-dead-in-afghanistan/2012/08/11/1e17ab9e-e3f0-11e1-a25e-15067bb31849_story.html
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AS_AFGHANISTAN?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2012-08-10-11-28-13
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/war-zones/3-marines-shot-dead-in-afghanistan/2012/08/11/1e17ab9e-e3f0-11e1-a25e-15067bb31849_story.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/08/10/us-afghanistan-shooting-idUSBRE87907Q20120810?rpc=401
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/08/13/world/asia/afghanistan-violence/index.html?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
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wounding two ISAF soldiers and one member of the Afghan National Directorate for Security. 

 An ISAF service member was killed in the south on 10 August during an insurgent attack, according to an ISAF statement. 

 Six civilians were killed and five were wounded by an insurgent roadside bomb on 10 August in Helmand, reports Tolo News. 

 Three NATO troops and a staff member with the United States Agency for International Development worker were killed on 08 

August as they walked to a meeting in Kunar province. Two suicide bombers attacked the group. At least one Afghan civilian 

died in the blasts, which also injured a US State Department official. 

 A French soldier and around 10 Taliban fighters were killed in an 08 August ambush and subsequent firefight in Kapisa province. 

 An ISAF soldier died on 07 August and two others were wounded in a “green-on-blue” attack in Paktiya province.  

 Nine civilians were killed by a roadside bomb on the outskirts of Kabul on 07 August, notes the Australian Press. 

 A suicide bomber detonated his truck bomb in a NATO and Afghan military base in Pul-e-Alam, the provincial capital of Logar 

province on 07 August, wounding 13 labourers and two NATO soldiers, Tolo News reports.  

 ISAF announced a combined Afghan and coalition force found and killed the Haqqani leader Sher Mohammad Hakimi in Logar 

province on 05 August, according to The Associated Press. 

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                    Katerina Oskarsson ► katerina.oskarsson@cimicweb.org 
 

nited States military funding for electricity in southern Afghanistan, which has reportedly enabled businesses to thrive during 

the last couple of years, will cease at the end of 2013, writes The Wall Street Journal. For instance, only three factories oper-

ated in the eastern part of Shurandam city in 2010; today there are 66. Yet one entrepreneur told The Wall Street Journal that 

only around 10% of those businesses would be able to survive a loss of regular and cheap energy. While many in southern Afghani-

stan would like to keep the power running, local government officials say that the large generators put in place by the US military are 

too costly and complex for them to operate or finance. The anticipated costs of running the generating stations in Kandahar is equiva-

lent to two-thirds the annual, nation-wide budget of the Afghan government’s electrical utility. Other sources of electricity to replace 

the generators are intended to come on line in 2016, thus leaving a nearly three-year period in which electricity would be scarce in 

large swaths of southern Afghanistan. The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) confirms that there will like-

ly be a gap in energy supply. USAID and the US State Department raised concerns that the generators were too complex and expen-

sive for southern Afghanistan, but US military officials reportedly considered them a key part of their counterinsurgency strategy and 

had them up and running by 2011. The provincial governor of Kandahar, Tooryalai Wesa, says he raised concerns about the sustaina-

bility of the generators before they were built. He 

told The Wall Street Journal: “Nobody was think-

ing of something permanent. Everybody was talk-

ing just of short-term, quick impact projects. We 

were told we had to take it or leave it. This was 

their money and they spent it the way they wanted.” 

Some in the area are concerned that the loss of 

power will undermine not only the economy but 

also security, which has improved in the past two 

years.  

In other energy-related news, Wadsam reports that 

Ghazni province was granted five megawatts of 

thermal power as part of a project being imple-

mented by the government-owned electrical utility, 

Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS). Accord-

ing to DABS CEO Abdul Razique Samadi, the 

thermal power will help Ghazni meet its energy 

needs in 2013, at which time it will be the “City of 

Islamic Culture” for the Asian region. The project 

includes 15 transformers and will reportedly benefit 

5,000 families in addition to the Islamic Cultural 

Centre at a cost of approximately AFN 150 million 

(USD 3.1 million).  

Afghanistan is trying to unify the country through a 

new national educational curriculum, writes Voice 

of America News. However, a lack of security, 

U 

  

Pakistan faces international pressure to extend the stay of Afghan refugees, 

but its position on the matter remains unclear, writes the Inter Press Service 

(IPS). For instance, despite UN and Afghan government claims that Af-

ghans will not be forcibly repatriated from Pakistan, Pakistani officials indi-

cate otherwise. “When their refugee status expires on Dec. 31, they will 

have to leave,” Habibullah Khan, Secretary of the Ministry of States and 

Frontier Regions, recently told IPS. Approximately three million Afghans, 

including 1.7 who are legally registered and 1.3 million who are not, reside 

in Pakistan. Many have been there for more than three decades. 

In other humanitarian news, fighting has reportedly intensified between 

nomadic Kuchis, who are ethnically Pashtun, and ethnic Hazaras, reports 

Agence France-Presse. In early June, up to 2,000 Kuchis, allegedly with 

some Taliban members among them, swept into the Kajab valley West of 

Kabul and ransacked several villages and burnt down a number of build-

ings. In a neighbouring province, a Hazara police commander reportedly 

killed nine Pashtun civilians after the slaying of two Hazaras in the area. 

The Kuchi-Hazara conflict appears to be growing, and officials in the af-

fected area have been calling for the central government to send additional 

security forces to prevent further violence or escalation. At the core of the 

issue is a dispute over land. Hazaras say they bought the land legally from 

the Afghan government, though Kuchis say they were awarded the land 130 

years ago by a royal decree. The Kuchi attack in June has reportedly led 

many Hazaras to flee the Kajab valley. 

 

Humanitarian Update 

http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7212-two-foreign-one-afghan-soldier-injured-in-green-on-blue-attack
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/casualty-report/isaf-casualty-472.html
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7179-6-civilians-killed-by-roadside-bomb-in-helmand?
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/three-nato-troops-killed-in-double-suicide-attack-in-afghanistan/2012/08/08/fd8e2e44-e146-11e1-ae7f-d2a13e249eb2_story.html?wprss=rss_world
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunar.aspx
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1679412/Soldier-killed-by-men-in-Afghan-uniforms?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kapisa.aspx
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/news/Afghan+defence+minister+steps+down+after+lawmakers+pass+noconfidence/7051636/story.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktiya.aspx
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1679412/Soldier-killed-by-men-in-Afghan-uniforms?
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/7138-suicide-bomber-targets-logar-base-injuring-13-civilians-?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Logar.aspx
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/08/10/us-afghanistan-shooting-idUSBRE87907Q20120810?rpc=401
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Wall%20Street%20Journal.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Wall%20Street%20Journal.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
http://www.wadsam.com/5-mw-thermal-power-to-ghazni-province-da-afghanistan-breshna-sherkat9875/
http://www.wadsam.com/5-mw-thermal-power-to-ghazni-province-da-afghanistan-breshna-sherkat9875/
http://www.voanews.com/content/afghanistan-struggles-to-educate-its-youth/1452844.html
http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/08/pakistan-says-goodbye-to-refugees-not-leaving/
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghan-nomad-clashes-raise-fears-ethnic-strife
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books, trained teachers and schools continues to complicate the effort. According to Amanullah Iman, a spokesman for Afghanistan’s 

Education Ministry, 500 schools in southern provinces have been closed due to insecurity. Consequently, “around 300,000 students 

are not going to school because they don’t have access”. Iman says it has taken 10 years to design the new curriculum and begin the 

very initial phase of implementation, but financial constraints limit progress. For instance, the Education Ministry has been rewriting 

educational materials concerning Islam, though roughly 4.5 million books have yet to be published due to insufficient funds. 

In health-related news, an increase in HIV cases has been detected in Herat province, reports Wakht News Agency. Up to 82 new cases 

were registered recently, mostly as a result of infected needles used to inject illegal drugs. Provincial Public Health Director Ghulam 

Sayed Rashed told Wakht that many of those infected with HIV were not aware of the danger posed by the needles. He noted that 

those with HIV would be treated at a local hospital and that an information campaign focused on transmission would reduce the num-

ber of new cases in the future. According to a survey by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Afghans have limited aware-

ness of HIV/AIDS. UNICEF found that only 2% of Afghan women have “comprehensive and correct knowledge of HIV prevention 

and transmission”. Afghanistan is considered to be a country with low HIV prevalence “but [which is] at high risk for an outbreak.”  

Lastly, at least 500 residents in Nuristan province protested a Quran burning by the Taliban, Khaama Press reports. The provincial 

security chief, General Ghulamullah Nuristani, said protests began in Nuristan’s Paron district after Taliban militants burnt a local 

school which reportedly contained hundreds of books, including religious texts and 300 copies of the Quran. Nuristani said the de-

monstrators were shouting anti-Taliban slogans and demanded justice.  
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