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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 25 January—31 January 

2012, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For 

more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the 

members of the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

 
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

he head of the Asian Development Bank, Haruhiko Kuroda, told the Associated Press 

in an interview that Afghanistan’s economy has been growing by an average of 

approximately 9% per year since 2002. However, he noted that “economic aid must be 

increased so as to maintain the momentum of economic growth, of social development, and the 

momentum of democracy in Afghanistan” regardless of the on-going drawdown of 

international forces. 

Several articles emerged this past week concerning Pakistan. The Pakistani and Indian 

governments have made progress in establishing three agreements which will facilitate bilateral 

trade between the two nations, says The Express Tribune. The agreements, which concern 

customs, dispute resolution and procedural alignment, are accompanied by plans to mutually 

ease visa restrictions. Traders welcomed the agreements but also noted that other barriers 

existed, including poor infrastructure at border crossing points and restrictions regarding what 

types of trucks are allowed across the border between the two countries. As outlined in a CFC 

report on “Transit Trade in Transition”, increased economic cooperation between India and 

Pakistan could potentially facilitate the export of Afghan agricultural products, among other 

items, to India. 

In addition, a number of Pakistani cement companies are planning to increase the cost of 

cement that they export to Afghanistan, says the Associated Press of Pakistan. Pakistani 

cement will rise in price from USD 37-40 per tonne to USD 50 per tonne, an increase of 25-

35%. Afghanistan has, in 2009 and 2010, imported approximately 5 million tonnes of cement 

from Pakistan each year for the construction and rehabilitation of infrastructure. Lastly, 

Pakistanis and Afghans tell Dawn that they have been negatively affected by the closing of the 

main border crossing between Chitral, in Pakistan, and Afghanistan’s Kunar province. Afghans 

from Kunar and neighbouring Nuristan province had reportedly crossed that border frequently 

to purchase materials and in order to visit doctors in Pakistan. The border crossing was 

reportedly closed after the Taliban recently attacked a security checkpoint in Pakistan’s Khyber 

Paktunkhwa province.    

Outlook Afghanistan notes that agriculture and forestry have suffered in Afghanistan during the 

past three decades of war. Land was damaged due to heavy use of particular fertilisers and 

destroyed in previous military campaigns during the 1980s. In addition, population growth and 

the expansion of cities have resulted in urban settlements taking over prime agricultural land. 

Afghan smugglers have also de-forested land in order to smuggle wood outside of the country, 

thus leading to topsoil erosion. 

In other agricultural news, displaced families residing in Balkh province and more widely 

across Afghanistan may not be benefiting from seed distribution programmes. They may thus 

find themselves unable to plant their fields in the coming weeks, according to the UN-affiliated 

Integration Regional Information Network (IRIN). The Afghan government’s Ministry of 

Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL) as well as the UN Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) have sold 1,450 tonnes of high-quality seeds at a subsidized price across  
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Balkh province alone in recent months in order to improve per hectare yields next year. However, these schemes do not appear to have 

specifically targeted displaced families, and it is not clear whether IDPs have sufficient resources to afford even the subsidised price. 

Afghanistan’s Ministry of Commerce and Industries (MoCI) is granting additional licenses to private firms to import fuel into the 

country, according to Pajhwok Afghan News. Currently, 60,000 firms import fuel into Afghanistan, and a small number of them 

reportedly bring in substandard fuel. The MoCI also received USD 11 million from the country’s Finance Ministry to build up gas 

reserves which will help the country to deal with any interruption in supply or rise in demand. 

A delegation from the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI) spoke with President Hamid Karzai and asked for 

the Afghan government to focus more upon promoting Afghan products such as carpets on the world market. They also emphasised 

the need for Afghanistan to attract major investment in areas such as mining and hydropower and to resolve difficulties surrounding 

the Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA).  

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

former Taliban minister who now sits on the Afghan government’s High Peace Council (HPC), Maulvi Arsala Rahmani, stated 

that several key Taliban figures have already made their way to Qatar and that peace talks could begin in a matter of weeks, 

according to Reuters. The Taliban officials in question reportedly include Shahabuddin Delawar (a former Taliban envoy to 

Saudi Arabia), Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanekzai (a former Taliban deputy foreign minister) and Tayeb Agha (a close aide to Taliban 

leader Mullah Omar). Marc Grossman, the US envoy to Afghanistan and Pakistan, told The New York Times that while the Taliban has 

publicly agreed to open an office in Qatar, they have yet to clarify whether it will be used for peace talks. Other officials also weighed 

in on potential negotiations with the Taliban. Jan Kubis, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General to Afghanistan, said 

that he thinks the Afghan people are interested in steps that would bring more stability and peace to Afghanistan, informs TIME. 

Some Taliban negotiators have reportedly already met with US officials in Qatar for a series of discussions aimed at building trust, 

reports Voice of America (VoA) News. According to the NBC News, these confidence-building discussions, including a potential 

prisoner release, have encountered difficulties. Taliban representatives claim that discussions of a prisoner swap have not moved 

forward given that the Taliban leadership rejected an American pre-condition – declaration of a ceasefire – for further talks on the 

subject. According to the Press Trust of India (PTI), the United States has neither confirmed nor denied reports of talks with the 

Taliban.  

The BBC says that the Afghan government will be pursuing separate talks with the Taliban in Saudi Arabia sometime in the coming 

weeks. Although the Taliban have not yet issued a statement on the matter, Afghan officials tell the BBC that the Taliban have agreed 

to the meeting. Some experts have reportedly expressed concern that two separate, parallel peace talks are underway, one being led by 

the United States and another by the Afghan government. Afghan Analysts Network (AAN) spokeswoman Kate Clark told Agence 

France-Presse (AFP) that “[w]hen you have all these different players trying to open up talks with the Taliban it might look to the 

Taliban like a deliberate ploy, an attempt to divide and rule or to get some advantage.”  

The Taliban have shared information with Pakistan regarding talks with American officials in Qatar, according to The Express 

Tribune. An Afghan official said that “[t]he Taliban have asked Pakistan to point out if it has any objection to the issues they have 

prioritised for talks with the US.” The Taliban have also reportedly updated the Haqqani Network, an insurgent group with which it 

collaborates, on the plan for talks. In related news, senior Afghan government sources told Reuters that Afghanistan will press 

Pakistan for access to Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar and other Taliban leaders during a one-day visit by Pakistan’s foreign minister, 

Hina Rabbani Khar, on 01 February. Baradar has previously been ranked second to Taliban leader Mullah Muhammad Omar. Khar’s 

trip will mark the first high-level meetings between officials from the countries in months since the assassination of Afghanistan’s 

main peace negotiator, Burhanuddin Rabbani, last year.  

In other news, Afghanistan and Italy formalised a strategic cooperation agreement, reports Khaama Press. The agreement commits 

Italy to continued engagement beyond 2014 on issues such as security, economic development, counter-narcotics, law enforcement 

and capacity building. According to The Washington Post, France is also expected to sign a bilateral agreement which will outline the 

French commitment to Afghanistan over the next two decades. President Karzai is also set to sign strategic cooperation agreements 

with the United Kingdom and the European Union, states Outlook Afghanistan.  

The US government is considering the repatriation of non-Afghan detainees currently being held in Afghanistan, says The Washington 

Post. The United States reportedly seeks to complete the repatriation process before American detention facilities are transferred over 

to Afghan control. By beginning the repatriation process soon, officials believe they can negotiate transfers with the detainees’ home 

countries, arrange for post-transfer monitoring and secure diplomatic assurances that detainees will not be abused upon their return 

home. 

According to Reuters, top Afghan officials working for the Afghan Local Police (ALP) and the Ministry of Interior (MoI) will have to 

declare property portfolios and assets as part of a new compulsory anti-corruption scheme. MoI officials will join around 2,500 

government workers who have thus far declared their assets, the Afghan government’s High Office of Oversight and Anti-Corruption 

(HOOAC) told reporters. These declarations will enable the HOOAC to investigate any potential cases of corruption. Those believed 
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https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Security%20Archive/CFC_Afg_Monthly_Afghan_Local_Police_Jul-11.pdf
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to be involved in corrupt activities will be referred to the Attorney General’s Office (AGO) for further investigation and, potentially, 

prosecution. Since the asset-declaration scheme was launched last year, at least 15 officials have been referred to the AGO. Results of 

those investigations will be made public soon, a HOOAC official said.  

Tolo News is reporting that Gulbahar Habibi, a well-known Afghan businessman, has been arrested by Afghanistan’s AGO for using 

forgery and bribery to obtain the rights to construct building on a government land. The AGO alleges that Habibi had forged the 

signature of the country’s First Vice-President, Qasim Fahim, on documents granting him the right to begin construction of Gulbahar 

Centre and Gulbahar Tower on government land. The anti-corruption unit within the AGO said it cannot yet say whether some high-

level Afghan authorities might be involved in this situation. Habibi also reportedly owes USD 27 million to Kabul Bank, which was 

taken over by the Afghan government in 2010 following a major scandal. 

Japan has agreed to commit USD 9 million for capacity building within justice departments across Herat, Balkh and Bamian provinces 

over the next three years, officials told Pajhwok Afghan News. Ashita Mittal of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) said the funds will improve district-level access to justice by, for instance, financing training centres for judges and 

prosecutors and literacy course for prisoners. 

Lawmaker Farhad Azimi was elected as Deputy Secretary of the Wolesi Jirga, lower house, in a second round of parliamentary 

administrative board polls on 24 January, states Pajhwok. Hajji Abdul Zahir Qadir, a lawmaker from Nangarhar province, was elected 

First Deputy Speaker during the first round on 23 January. Elections for Second Deputy Speaker have gone into their fifth rounds 

since none of the candidates could gather the minimum 106 votes to secure a win. 
 

 

 

 

Humanitarian Affairs                                Matthew Hall  ► matthew.hall@cimicweb.org 
 

n article in The Guardian says that an increasing number of Afghan teenage boys undertake a long, difficult journey from 

Afghanistan to Europe to escape poverty, recruitment by the Taliban and violence. Many of the boys are orphans who travel in 

groups alongside adult migrants for several months. It is unclear how many boys attempt the journey or how many ultimately 

reach Europe safely. According to the article, shelters in Paris took in 300 Afghan boys last year. A child-protection expert from Italy 

said 635 Afghan boys passed through a day care centre in Rome last year, twice as many as the previous year. The largest group of 

foreign children seeking asylum in Europe in 2010, totalling 4,883, were from Afghanistan.  

Bakhtar News Agency reports Rotary International has donated 5,000 boxes of polio vaccines to Afghanistan. The vaccines cost USD 

50,000 and were provided to the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH). According to Afghan officials cited in the article, the vaccines 

will be used to implement inoculation campaigns in remote, difficult-to-access regions. However, these officials warned that other 

factors make the elimination of polio difficult, including unchecked illegal immigration across Afghan’s porous borders and the on-

going conflict. 

Russia has donated 3,000 tonnes of flour to Afghanistan as detailed by Bakhtar. This donation was sent by truck to the city of Mazar-e 

Sharif in northern Afghanistan, where it will be distributed to those in Balkh province who are in most need of assistance. According 

to Alexandria Gulban, the Russian consul in Mazar-e Sharif, the donation was made in response to the current dire economic 

conditions in Afghanistan. 

Pajhwok Afghan News says that more than 1,030 internally displaced families who had returned to the Kout and Khiwa districts of 

Nangarhar province were given winter assistance which was donated by the United Nations High Commission for 

Refugees (UNHCR). Also according to Bakhtar, officials in Badakhshan province have raised the casualty figures from recent snow 

avalanches to 47 after two more dead bodies were discovered. Badakhsan’s governor, Sha Walullah Addeb, warned the numbers may 

continue to rise. He further noted that 12 houses were destroyed, 65 people were injured and 1,000 livestock were killed by recent 

avalanches. The governor said that every affected family had been given USD 207.  

  

A 

DECEMBER 2011 BONN CONFERENCE PAGE ON CIMICWEB 
  

The Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC) developed a unique web page focused upon 

the Second International Bonn Conference on Afghanistan at its CimicWeb portal. 

While the conference is now complete, this page continues to feature open-source 

information from relevant organisations and think tanks alongside a chronological 

listing of documents from past events such as the July 2010 Kabul Conference on 

Afghanistan. It also includes documents which emerged during the course of the 

Second Bonn Conference itself. For further information on this page, contact the 

CFC at Afghanistan@cimicweb.org.  
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Infrastructure                                              Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org                                         

 

fghan President Hamid Karzai and Turkmen President Gurbanguly Berdimuhammadov held a meeting in Turkmenistan to 

discuss regional cooperation issues, reports Trend. Both heads of state stressed the importance of energy cooperation between 

the two countries. Turkmenistan has reportedly supported a number of projects to integrate Afghanistan within the surrounding 

region. Such projects include, most notably, the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) natural gas pipeline, which will 

bring Turkmen resources to Afghanistan and onward to South Asia. The two presidents also discussed the Atamyrat-Ymamnazar-

Aqina-Andkhoy railway, which will connect the two countries, as well as the construction of electricity lines from Turkmenistan to 

Afghanistan. 

In related news, India and Pakistan announced their interest in participating in the development of the Turkmen gas field that will feed 

the TAPI pipeline, says The Wall Street Journal. According to the same article, the Pakistani minister of petroleum and natural 

resources declared that his country has signed an agreement with Iran in order to develop the Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline. India did not 

mention whether it would seek to join the Iran-Pakistan pipeline. 

Officials at the Ministry of Transportation and Civil Aviation (MoTCA) have stated that they are unlikely to approve any Open 

Airspace treaty for foreign airlines, says Khaama Press. Officials say that Afghan airlines face unfair competition from government-

supported foreign airlines. Pajhwok Afghan News reports the Afghan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI) has established an 

Airlines Union. The union brings together the country’s main airlines – Ariana Afghan Airlines, Kam Air, Safi Airways and Khyber 

Afghan Airlines – in order to foster cooperation amongst one another and between the airlines and the government. According to the 

article, Afghan airlines will be better prepared to compete with foreign government-supported airlines if they work together. 

In addition, a number of individual infrastructure developments were reported by the media during the course of the past week:   

a. An innovation laboratory, which aims to develop innovative information technology (IT) tools, was launched in Kabul, highlights 

Pajhwok. According to Forbes, the Kabul Innovation Lab was organised by the International Synergy Group, a group that focuses 

on improving information flow in conflict-affected areas by empowering local media and supporting IT developers.  

b. Six sites have been identified for wind power generation systems to be installed in Balkh, Herat, Kabul and Parwan provinces, 

reports Pajhwok. The systems will be established through the Afghan Clean Energy Programme (ACEP) in coordination with the 

Ministry of Energy and Water (MEW). ACEP is supported by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 

c. Ten projects will be launched in Ghazni throughout this year in preparation for 2013, when Ghazni will be honoured as the Centre 

of Islamic Culture, reports Pajhwok. The projects, valued at USD 20 million, include the construction of the Islamic Civilisation 

Centre, 30 km of roads and an airport.    

d. Jarullah Mansoori, Afghanistan’s Minister of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, signed an agreement with a private company 

to execute the first phase of a water network project in Qala-e Naw in Badghis province, reports Bakhtar News Agency. The project 

will cost USD 14 million and is being funded by the Spanish government.   

  

 

Security & Force Protection                                                Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org    

                                      

resident Hamid Karzai met with French President Nicolas Sarkozy on 27 January to discuss France’s plans to withdraw its 

troops earlier than had previously been announced, according to the Associated Press. President Sarkozy has said that France 

and Afghanistan may ask NATO to hand over all combat missions to Afghan forces by 2013 rather than 2014, as currently 

planned. However, France also announced that it would resume its training mission in Afghanistan on 28 January; the mission was 

briefly suspended after an Afghan soldier killed four French troops involved in training, and wounded 16 others on 19 January. 

The total number of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) that were cleared or which exploded in Afghanistan rose to a record level of 

16,554 in 2011, an increase of 9% relative to 2010, USA Today reported. In 2009, there were a total of 9,304 IED events, significantly 

fewer than in 2011. While IEDs remain one of the primary causes of casualties for military service members, they also cause extensive 

harm to civilians. IEDs account for 60% of all civilian casualties in Afghanistan in 2011, and the number of Afghans killed or 

wounded by IEDs increased by 10% in 2011, to more than 4,000.  

In a ceremony on 26 January, NATO’s International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) formally transitioned security of the city of 

Jalalabad and four other districts in Nangarhar province to the control of Afghan forces, Tolo News reported. Ashraf Ghani, head of 

the Afghan government’s Transition Commission, said that Afghan security forces will be responsible for all districts in Nangarhar by 

2014. Afghan National Army (ANA) Chief of Staff General Shir Ahmad Karimi stated that Afghan forces are able to maintain 

security but that they will need the support of the people. This transition of security responsibility in Nangarhar is significant because 

some of the districts involved lie on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border and still include a substantial Taliban presence, according to The 

New York Times. 
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The US Department of Defense (DOD) is attempting to reduce the effectiveness of ammonium nitrate (AN), a fertiliser ingredient 

which is also a main component of IEDs in Afghanistan, according to an article in Wired. DOD’s Joint IED Defeat Organisation 

(JIEDDO), which estimates that AN is used in 80% of IEDs in Afghanistan, has explored the possibility of altering the composition of 

AN-based fertiliser. For instance, JIEDDO is looking into ways of preventing insurgents from separating AN from the fertiliser; they 

also wish to find “additives and methods to disrupt or discourage” manufacturing explosives from fertiliser by making the extraction 

process highly dangerous. Such alterations must leave the fertiliser effective for farmers while relatively useless for bomb-makers. An 

MSNBC article states that most of the fertiliser used in IEDs in Afghanistan is manufactured in Pakistan and is smuggled into 

Afghanistan, where it has been illegal since early 2010. 

Turkey will train 500 more Afghan police officers, Afghan Minister of Interior Basmallah Mohammadi announced on 21 January. He 

made this announcement while welcoming the latest group of Afghan police trainees home from Turkey, Strategy Page reported. As a 

majority Muslim nation with a capable police force, it is hoped that Turkey will be an example for the Afghan force to attain. As noted 

in a recent CFC report on “Corruption in the Afghan National Security Forces”, the Afghan National Police (ANP) force has been 

accused of bribe-seeking and ineffectiveness. 

A suicide bomber attacked a convoy transporting personnel from NATO’s Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) in Lashkar Gah, the 

capital of Helmand province, Agence France-Presse reports. The 26 January blast killed four civilians and wounded as many as 34 

others, according to the governor’s spokesman. The bomber apparently targeted an armoured vehicle in which members of the PRT 

were riding. Three PRT personnel were among the wounded, but their injuries were reportedly minor. Seventeen private vehicles were 

also destroyed in the explosion. There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack. 

The German parliament has begun to reduce the number of troops committed to Afghanistan, reports Deutche Welle. The German 

government’s current goal is to have no more than 4,400 troops in Afghanistan by January 2013. The number of German forces in 

Afghanistan will reportedly depend, however, on the security situation.  

ISAF has announced that a combined Afghan and ISAF operation captured an al Qaeda facilitator in Paktiya province on 30 January. 

ISAF says the facilitator coordinated insurgent activity in the area and reported to senior al Qaeda leaders in Pakistan. 
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onstruction work on three school buildings capable of accommodating 3,100 students has been completed in Nimroz province, 

according to Bakhtar News Agency. Two of the buildings are on the outskirts of Zaranj city, and the other is in Chakhansor 

district. Each building has eight classrooms and four administrative buildings. The construction was funded by the World 

Bank. Bakhtar also reports that the Ministry of Higher Education (MoHE) will establish five new institutes of higher learning 

beginning in the next solar year, which starts in late March, in Uruzgan, Ghor, Farah, Paktika and Sar-e Pul provinces. 

Pajhwok Afghan News reports that nearly 2,400 men and women received certifications for successfully completing a literacy course 

in Samangan province. The course was jointly sponsored by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food 

Programme (WFP). The participants, who ranged in age from 14 to 45, were also provided food. In total, 130 courses such as this have 

been organised across Afghanistan. Nationwide, participants in the UNICEF-WFP courses have received 406 tonnes of food, 

including wheat, oil, salt and pulses.  

According to Pajhwok, officials say infant mortality in Khost province has recently jumped, with 40 new-born babies dying in the last 

month. A local official cited in the article blamed the increasing infant mortality on issues such as poor nutrition and weak prenatal 

care. Local residents, however, blamed the lack of medical facilities in the province for the problem. Residents of neighbouring 

Paktiya province are urging officials to provide staff for a 20-bed maternity ward, which was constructed and equipped by the Bayat 

Foundation a year ago, also according to Pajhwok. The facility has sat idle since construction was finished due to a lack of funding to 

hire medical staff. 

In other health-related news, Pajhwok says a 50-bed hospital is to be constructed in the Shindand district of Herat province. The 

construction, which is being funded by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), is expected to take 18 months and cost USD 5.4 

million. The hospital will have state-of-the-art equipment as well as an emergency unit, a laboratory, surgical and maternity wards and 

an outpatient department.   

Afghan Attorney General Muhammad Ishaq Alako has declared, as detailed by Bakhtar, that anyone involved in forcing a women into 

marriage will be prosecuted under the 2009 Eliminate Violence Against Women (EVAW) law. The Attorney General stated that 

forcing women into marriages is against both sharia and Afghan law. 

An institute for training journalists has been opened in Kabul with funding from the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID), according to Pajhwok. Students at the institute will learn about radio and television reporting as well as 

website development. Applicants will take an entry test to qualify for the institute’s two-year training programme. 
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 “Negotiating Peace in Afghanistan Without Repeating Vietnam”, RAND Corporation, January 2012, by James Dobbins. 

 “Helpdesk Research Report: Alternative Livelihoods”, Governance and Social Development Resource Centre (GSDRC), 

January 2012, by Huma Haider. 

 “Battlefield Update: Task Force Dreadnaught in Maiwand District, Kandahar”, Institute for the Study of War (ISW), January 

2012, by Paraag Shukla. 

The readings and resources above were brought to the attention of the CFC’s Afghanistan Team during the course of the past several weeks. The CFC does not 

endorse any of these documents or their content. If you would like to recommend a report or website for this section of the “Afghanistan Review”, please send the 

file or reference to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC welcomes all recommendations but is not obliged to print them. 

 
 

 

 7th Peacekeeping, Reconstruction & Stabilization Conference. This event will be held on 6-7 February in Arlington, 

Virginia in the United States. Participants will, among other activities, discuss “how the drawdowns in Afghanistan and Iraq 

continue to remain a vital investment and important model for successful reconstruction efforts” and “assess circumstances in 

specific regions of interest” such as Libya, Africa and Pakistan. Further information is available here. 
 

 Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan. The fifth Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on 

Afghanistan (RECCA) will be held in the capital of Tajikistan, Dushanbe, on 26-27 March 2012. The conference will focus on 

strategies for enhancing commercial cooperation within Central and South Asia and beyond. President Hamid Karzai will 

reportedly be leading Afghanistan’s delegation at the RECCA conference. 
 

 Agricultural Development for Afghanistan Pre-Deployment Training. The United States Department of Agriculture 

(www.usda.gov) and a consortium of American universities deliver this training. The curriculum will meet the needs of all 

deploying United States Government personnel in support of the USG Agriculture Strategy in Afghanistan. The training is for 

United States Government personnel and will take place in Fresno, California on the following dates: 26-31 MAR, 02-07 APR 

and 18-23 JUN. Participants will be enrolled on a first come first serve basis. Contact Ryan Brewster, US Department of 

Agriculture, at ryan.brewster@fas.usda.gov for further information. 
 

 Field Security Management Course. The Centre for Safety and Development (CSD) will be holding its “Field Security 

Management” course in Afghanistan from 13-15 May 2012. The course reportedly addresses topics such as the following: 

Security Management, Context Analysis, risk assessment, security strategies and procedures, contingency planning, incident 

reporting and the development of action plans. Further information is available here. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like your notice to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org.  The CFC is not obliged 

to print any notice that it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted for publication in the 

“Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 
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