
NTC officials stated that Libya would main-

tain its presence in 39 African countries where 

it has diplomatic relations; however, there are 

plans to reassess Libya’s financial commit-

ments, reported the article. 

 

Mauritania 

According to Magharebia, Mauritanian Minis-

ter of Tourism Bamba Ould Dramane criti-

cised reports from the French government 

warning potential tourists about security con-

cerns in northern Mauritania. The minister 

stated that the French warnings are hurting 

Mauritania’s economic interests.  

 

The UN Central Emergency and Response 

Fund (CERF) is providing a grant in excess of 

USD 4 million to the Mauritanian government 

to support agricultural and pastoral produc-

tion, which has been deficient as a result of 

low levels of rainfall, according to Panafrican 

News Agency (PANA). 

 

Kinross Gold’s market value has decreased, 

which will delay plans to expand its Tasiast 

gold mine in Mauritania up to nine months, 

according to the Globe and Mail. 

 

Morocco 

According to Magharebia, more than 200 in-

vestors and diplomats met in Rabat on 25 

January to discuss ways to increase economic 

ties between Morocco and other African coun-

tries. Morocco will need to support the devel-

opment of key infrastructure and logistics of-

ferings and establish free trade agreements 

with partner countries. 

 

Tunisia 

According to Agence France-Presse (AFP), 

several tourism agencies in Tunisia will be 

forced to halt operations without government 

support. Economic hardship from a decline in 

tourism is threatening approximately 8,000 

Region 

A 
ccording to Magharebia, on 17 and 

18 January, more than 400 young 

entrepreneurs from Libya, Tunisia, 

Morocco, Mauritania, Algeria and the United 

States met at the second US-Maghreb Entre-

preneurship Conference to discuss the estab-

lishment of a joint network to encourage job 

creation in North Africa. The International 

Labour Organization (ILO) stated that North 

Africa is among the worst places internation-

ally for young women to obtain employment. 

Only 10% of North African women have jobs, 

the article reports.  

 

Algeria 
According to Middle East Online, Algeria will 

not increase its oil output to compensate for a 

decrease in global oil markets in the event Iran 

decides to decrease its output. Algeria, an 

OPEC member state, is the second-largest 

supplier of gas to Europe, but only the 13th 

largest supplier of oil, states Middle East 

Online. 

 

Egypt 

Voice of America (VOA) reports that Egypt is 

a hub in the illegal trade and smuggling of 

ivory. The TRAFFIC Bulletin released a re-

port detailing Egypt’s role in the illegal indus-

try, with ivory readily available in both Cairo 

and Luxor. 

 

Libya 

According to the Guardian, the National Tran-

sitional Council (NTC) (the interim ruling 

authority of Libya) continues to evaluate in-

vestments made in African countries by the 

former regime of Moammar Gaddafi and re-

mains uncertain about the extent of Libyan 

investments on the continent. The Libyan In-

vestment Authority (LIA) manages some of 

Libya’s major investments in Africa under the 

Libyan African Investment Portfolio (LAP). 

Economic Development              Melodee Baines ► melodee.baines@cimicweb.org 
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North 
Africa generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters. Please send 
your recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

Region 

A 
ccording to ANSAmed, Lino Cardarelli will act as 

interim general secretary of the Union for the 

Mediterranean (UfM) until a new secretary is 

appointed. Cardarelli, who is Italian, served as the first deputy 

secretary of the UfM in 2010. The ENPI Info Centre reports 

that the European Union (EU) and the Council of Europe 

(COE) proposed a EUR 4.8 million programme to strengthen 

democratic reform in the Southern Mediterranean countries, 

starting in Morocco and Tunisia. 

 

According to the Associated Press (AP), Human Rights Watch 

(HRW) published its annual report on 22 January in which it 

stated that Islamist parties are popular in North Africa in the 

aftermath of the 2011 uprisings throughout the region. HRW 

warned Western governments not to shun Islamist parties, such 

as those in power in Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia. 

 

Algeria 

On 24 January, in preparation for parliamentary elections 

scheduled for May, the Algerian government authorised the 

establishment of 10 new political parties for the first time in 

more than 10 years, according to Reuters. The parties include 

several moderate Islamist groups. 

 

Egypt 
The new parliament of Egypt held its opening session on 23 

January, according to Foreign Policy magazine. By the close 

of the session, the Muslim Brotherhood had chosen Saad al-

Katatni as speaker. 

 

According to the Envoy, Sam LaHood, head of the 

International Republican Institute’s (IRI) Cairo office, was 

prevented from departing Egypt on 26 January. LaHood is 

among a dozen personnel from American non-governmental 

organisations (NGO) purportedly placed on an Egyptian “no-

fly” list. The Washington Post reports that in order to protect 

them from being detained by the Egyptian authorities, the US 

Embassy in Cairo began sheltering US citizens working for 

NGOs on 29 January. 

 

Women activists from across North Africa met at the Change 

Your World Cairo conference on 18 January to assess the use 

of digital media and technology, according to 

WOMENSNEWS. Meanwhile, several political parties in 

parliament have refused to commit officially to equal rights for 

women, as spelled out in Amnesty International’s (AI) human 

rights manifesto, according to the Daily Star. 

 

Libya 

According to Agence France-Presse (AFP), AI stated that the 

NTC, Libya’s interim ruling authority, have not been able to 

halt the torture and detention of alleged Gaddafi loyalists.  

 

According to al Arabiya, approximately 4,000 students 

protested against NTC vice president Abdel Hafiz Ghoga at 

the University of Ghar Yunis. According to the Daily Mail, 

amid the pressure, Ghoga submitted his resignation to the 

governing body. 

 

Mauritania 

According to Bloomberg, Hamadi Ould Hamadi, Mauritanian 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, criticised the 

payment of ransoms to al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM). The ransoms are paid in order to free Westerners 

allegedly kidnapped by the group. In other news, Reuters 

reports that Mauritania is among the countries in the Sahel 

region (along with Mali and Niger) working to secure 

international expertise to support state-building in the 

aftermath of the Libya conflict, which has resulted in 

destabilisation in neighbouring countries.  

 

Al Jazeera reports that on 20 January, protesters gathered in 

Place 1 Mai, a public square in the capital Nouakchott. The 

protesters, from the 25 February Movement, were demanding 

that the government address injustices in Mauritania, including 

slavery. 

 

Morocco 

According to AFP, the new foreign minister of Morocco, Saad 

Eddine Othmani, visited Algeria on 23 January in order to 

improve relations between the two countries and promote the 

Arab Maghreb Union (UMA). This visit marks the first since 

2003. In other news, HRW reports in its “World Report 2012” 

that the new government of Morocco will need to continue 

reforms in order to achieve human rights guarantees made in 

the new constitution of 2011. According to Magharebia, 

President of the Chamber of Representatives of the Morocco 

Parliament Karim Ghellab is confronting the problem of 

absenteeism in the Moroccan Parliament. The problem is long-

standing and has purportedly damaged the performance of the 

legislative body. Ghellab’s efforts include a new set of internal 

rules that target poor attendance. 

 

Landmine Action and Action on Armed Violence (AOAV), 

London-based non-profits committed to promoting 

international human rights law, are performing a mine 

clearance operation in Moroccan-administered Western 

Sahara, according to AlertNet. 

Governance & Rule of  Law                  Melodee Baines ► melodee.baines@cimicweb.org 

jobs. The Tunisian Federation of Travel and Tour Agencies 

(FTAV) has asked the government for tax cuts and an ease on 

bureaucratic procedures in order to encourage profits for travel 

agencies. 
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Tunisia 
On 28 January, more than 8,000 protestors marched against 

violence in the capital Tunis, according to the AP. The protests 

occurred in response to alleged Salafist attacks against 

unveiled women and secular intellectuals. Salafists are 

ultraconservative Islamists, the article reports. 

Humanitarian Affairs                                                       Angelia Sanders ► Angelia.Sanders@cimicweb.org 

Health 

E 
gyptian officials have said that a nationwide campaign 

to stop the spread of H5N1 avian influenza in Egypt 

will be launched in a few weeks, reports the UN’s 

Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). Since 2006, 

H5N1 has infected 159 and killed 55, with two fatalities 

occurring in January 2012. The Health Ministry announced 

that 2011 saw the highest number of H5N1 infections on 

record.  

 

In Tunisia, a partnership between the Tunisian government and 

the UK-based company Hygiene Worldwide has been 

established in order to provide a range of “world-leading” 

hygiene products throughout the Tunisian Public Health 

Service, reports the Tripoli Post. Tunisia is expected to 

become a major  production and distribution hub among North 

African countries. Tunisia News Agency reported that Tunisia 

participated in the Arab Health Fair 23-26 January in the 

United Arab Emirates. The Health Fair had 3,000 exhibitors 

from 70 countries. According to the report, there were several 

Tunisian exhibitors as well as national businesses in 

attendance. 

 

According to Sudan Vision, the Mauritanian Ministry of 

Health signed a cooperation agreement with the Federal 

Ministry of Health of Sudan on 24 January. The two countries 

will conduct programmes including the exchange of doctors, 

medical missions, and training, as well as investment in the 

field of health. 

 

Libya 

Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF, also known as Doctors 

Without Borders) is suspending operations in detention centres 

in Misrata due to detainees being tortured and denied urgent 

medical care. Since August 2011, MSF has treated 115 people 

with torture-related wounds incurred during interrogation 

sessions. MSF has met with various authorities over the issue 

and demanded for the practice to be stopped; however, MSF 

reports that the torture has continued. In response to the 

complaints, Libyan judicial police began on 29 January to take 

over control of the makeshift prisons, reports the Associated 

Press (AP). 

 

Mauritania 

Magharebia reports that the United Nations (UN) will provide 

USD 4 million in emergency drought assistance to Mauritania. 

The funds will be used by various UN agencies to provide 

relief and health services to more than 100,000 people. 

Magharebia also reports that the “West Sahel Project” was 

launched on 22 January. The EUR 2 million project aims to 

assist Mauritania with a migration policy that also ensures 

secure borders.  

 

Sudan and South Sudan 

Human Rights Watch stated that Sudan’s human rights record 

deteriorated in 2011. There has been an eruption of new armed 

conflicts in border territories and states, a crackdown on 

students, rights advocates and the media, and a denial of aid 

groups from operating in certain areas of the country. Antonio 

Guterres, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 

stated that the issues facing the two states of South Kordofan 

and Blue Nile in Sudan, and Jonglei state in South Sudan, are 

political issues involving borders, oil and citizenship, reports 

al Jazeera. He referred to the situation in the three states as a 

“massive humanitarian emergency” and asked for “massive 

support” from the international community to help those who 

have become displaced. The Sudanese Foreign Ministry said 

that UN agencies and aid groups will continue to have only 

limited access to the border states of South Kordofan and Blue 

Nile, reports Reuters. According to UN estimates, violence in 

the two states has forced more than 417,000 people to flee 

their homes. Of these, 8,000 have fled to South Sudan. 

 

Several bombs were dropped on a South Sudan refugee camp 

which contained 5,000 people and is used as a transit site for 

people moving between South Sudan and Sudan, reports 

Reuters. The South Sudanese government has blamed Sudan 

for the attack, something Khartoum denies. One boy was 

wounded and 14 people are missing. 

Security                                                                            Angelia Sanders ►  angelia.sanders@cimicweb.org 

AQIM and Boko Haram 

A 
gence France-Presse (AFP) reports that a fugitive 

leader of al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and 

three of his followers have been sentenced to death for 

attacks against the Algerian military. The sentence was handed 

down in absentia after a day long trial in Algiers. The leader, 

Mokhtar Belmokhtar, has yet to be captured. In other news, the 

kidnapping of an Algerian regional official was not connected 

to AQIM, reported Algeria’s interior minister. Also in Algeria, 

Algerian authorities broke up an AQIM plot to launch explo-

sive-laden speedboats in suicide strikes on US and European 

ships in the Mediterranean Sea, reports ABC news.  

During a Sahel security summit the week of 23 January, the 

countries of Algeria, Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Nigeria con-

firmed the link between AQIM and the Nigerian terrorist 

group Boko Haram, reports Magharebia. This is the first time 

the link has been officially confirmed by the security summit, 

and all countries pledged to work together to confront the 
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D 
rug addiction in the Maghreb is cause for concern 

among civil society leaders, reports Magharebia. A 

21-22 January conference in Morocco was attended 

by over 300 activists looking to approach the issue from a hu-

man rights perspective. Attendees from Tunisia, Libya and 

Mauritania recognise there is a growing threat of drug use 

among youth in the Maghreb.  

threat the two groups pose to the region. During the security 

summit, Niger’s Foreign Minister Mohamed Bazoum stated 

that members of the Nigerian terrorist group Boko Haram 

have received explosives training from AQIM and may have 

also received training from Somalia’s al Shabaab, reports 

Reuters. Though Boko Haram is not expected to expand its 

operations outside of Nigeria, the evidence of training links 

between AQIM and al Shabaab requires “a unified regional 

security approach to combat the threat”, says Bazoum. A 

United Nations Security Council 26 January report on security 

in the Sahel stated that there is a transnational threat posed by 

AQIM and Boko Haram. However, the report stated that there 

is “limited national and regional capacities to confront those 

threats” and a lack of adequate means to address the issues.  

 

The Telegraph reports that Boko Haram killed at least 185 

people in eight separate coordinated attacks on 20 January. 

The attacks were carried out by suicide bombers and gunmen 

in the northern city of Kano in Nigeria and predominantly 

targeted the police. In response to the attacks the Nigerian 

army’s Joint Task Force killed 11 members of Boko Haram in 

the north-eastern city of Maiduguri. Reuters reports that on 29 

January, gunmen bombed a police station outside Kano, lead-

ing to an hour-long shoot-out between police and members of 

Boko Haram. Al Jazeera reports that Boko Haram has rejected 

talks with Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan.  

 

Egypt 

Al Masry al Youm reports that Egypt’s Interior Minister Mo-

hamed Ibrahim promised on behalf of the country’s policemen 

that police services would work to maintain security, rule of 

law and human rights. New ethics rules have been established 

by the police in response to the 25 January revolution. On 30 

January, hundreds of Egyptian protesters clashed with “thugs” 

brought out to attack the protesters, reports Reuters. There was 

no sign of police or military presence to secure the area. 

 

There is an investigation into the theft of radioactive material 

from a laboratory at a construction site in Dabaa for a nuclear 

power plant, reports al Masry al Youm. The UN International 

Atomic Energy Agency has stated that the missing items are 

low-level radioactive sources. 

 

Libya 

In the Libyan town of Benghazi, hundreds of angry protestors 

stormed the National Transitional Council’s (NTC) office after 

destroying security gates using hand grenades on 20 January, 

reports the Associated Press (AP). Many Libyans have be-

come frustrated with the perceived slow pace of reforms in the 

country. On 24 January, Reuters reported that local people in 

the town of Bani Walid in Libya staged an armed uprising. 

Elders in the town announced that they were appointing their 

own local government and rejected any interference from the 

NTC. Reporters saw no evidence that the people were pro-

Gaddafi supporters and elders also denied that they were loyal 

to Gaddafi. AFP reports that Libyan leader Mustafa Abdel 

Jalil stated that Libya would fall into “civil war” if the NTC 

resigned in the face of current challenges.  

 

UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) head Ian Martin told 

the UN Security Council that security continues to be a major 

concern in Libya, reports Magharebia. According to Martin, 

the recent clashes in Tripoli and Bani Walid show that similar 

outbreaks of violence remain an “ever-present possibility” as a 

result of the threat of weapons and lack of control over militia 

brigades. Reuters reports that Libyan Prime Minister Abdurra-

him al-Keib has called for a regional security conference to 

address weapons proliferation resulting from the Libyan con-

flict (see CFC report “Unsecured Weapons in Libya: Regional 

Impact and Possible Threats”, January 2012). 

 

Mali 

According to Reuters, Mali’s defence ministry reported that a 

Tuareg rebel group called the National Movement for the Lib-

eration of Azawad (MNLA) fought alongside fighters from 

AQIM in recent attacks on the government on 17 and 18 Janu-

ary. MNLA comprises Malian Tuaregs who fought in Moam-

mar Gaddafi’s army, Tuaregs from other rebellion campaigns 

and activists. MNLA has denied these claims and states that 

they have no ideological links with al Qaeda. Magharebia 

reports that Algeria has frozen military aid to Mali intended to 

be used to combat regional terrorist threats. Algeria has called 

on Malian authorities to find a diplomatic solution with rebels 

from the MNLA. According to Magharebia, Algerian authori-

ties fear that AQIM is benefiting from the Mali-MNLA con-

flict by an increased access to weapons as well as gaining new 

recruits. 

 

Sudan and South Sudan 

Reuters reports that 29 Chinese workers were kidnapped from 

their worksite by rebels in South Kordofan on 28 January. 

Sudanese forces launched a rescue mission in coordination 

with the Chinese embassy in Khartoum; however it is uncer-

tain how many workers remain with the rebels. The Telegraph 

reports that nine members of the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) 

were also captured during the attack. 

Socio-cultural Development                                             Linda Lavender ► Linda.Lavender@cimicweb.org 

Algeria 

The “Time for Peace Foundation” awarded an Algerian novel-

ist, Mohammed Moulessehoul, their annual award which is 

typically given to professionals in music or film, reports 

Magharebia. The award was given at the headquarters of the 

European Parliament for the novelist’s contribution to human 

values. 

http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/01/26/feature-04
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/01/26/feature-04
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE80O00K20120125
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Spiking%20Arms%20Proliferation%2C%20Organized%20Crime%2C%20Terrorism%20Part%20of%20Fallout%20from%20Libyan%20Crisis%20Afflicting%20Sahel%2C%20Security%20Council%20Told.pdf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/nigeria/9047512/Nigeria-army-claims-retaliation-as-11-Boko-Haram-members-killed.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE80T00P20120130
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2012/01/201212911219905729.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2012/01/201212911219905729.html
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/615221
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE80T00T20120130?sp=true
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/610411
http://news.yahoo.com/libyans-storm-transitional-government-headquarters-135126104.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE80N04T20120124
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iGHT222Z0TAujBmaHqQKq4y8NMAA?docId=CNG.e42b67ba223fa83c310d3aeeb32ac077.a91
http://unsmil.unmissions.org/
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/newsbriefs/general/2012/01/26/newsbrief-02
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/newsbriefs/general/2012/01/26/newsbrief-02
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE80S02U20120129
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Holder/Documents/20120118_CFC__MedBasin_Thematic_Unsecured_Libya_Weapons.pdf
http://www.mnlamov.net/english/101-they-are-not-mercenaries.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE80Q0AW20120127
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/newsbriefs/general/2012/01/29/newsbrief-02
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE80T00L20120130?sp=true
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/sudan/9047527/Chinese-workers-captured-by-Sudan-South-Kordofan-rebels.html
http://www.timeforpeace.com/about/index.html
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/newsbriefs/general/2012/01/29/newsbrief-05
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/newsbriefs/general/2012/01/29/newsbrief-05
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Egypt 

As Egypt celebrated its one-year anniversary of protests that 

led to the Egyptian regime’s demise, a street art campaign 

called “Mad Graffiti Week” is spreading across Egypt, reports 

al Masry al Youm. Advertised on Facebook, Twitter and vari-

ous blogs, a growing number of Egyptian and foreign artists 

are painting their messages on walls in Egypt and other coun-

tries around the world. According to the article, most artists’ 

themes call for completing what the revolution began: power 

transferred to a civilian government. 

 

According to the Guardian, Twitter proved to be a crucial tool 

for activists in organising the Arab Spring protests that helped 

to topple Mubarak. The “hash tag” #egypt was the most 

widely used on Twitter in 2011, and a recent survey conducted 

by the Dubai School of Government indicates that Egypt has 

the most Twitter users of any Arab Spring country. The article 

reports that user response has been less than positive to Twit-

ter’s announcement that it was giving itself the ability to cen-

sor “tweets” in certain countries. 

 

Tunisia 

Activists continued their campaign over Manouba University’s 

recent banning of niqab-wearing students. A niqab is a facial 

covering that reveals only a woman’s eyes. The article reports 

that if a student wearing a niqab sits for a university exam, the 

score would not count towards her final marks.  

SUBMIT A REQUEST 

FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

CimicWeb account holders can submit RFIs to 
the CFC. These may concern the sectors ad-
dressed in this newsletter or other topics rele-
vant to the Mediterranean Basin, including 
Libya, or our other focus areas. To submit an 
RFI, fill out the request form by clicking here. 
 

Have a colleague who is interested in submitting 
an RFI? Tell him/her to request a CimicWeb 
account by clicking here. 

 

5th Annual International Conference on Mediterranean Studies 
 

 

Who?   Athens Institute for Education and Research (ATINER) 

 

What?  A forum for discussion, plenary sessions, oral sessions and poster presentations (See 2011 Agenda) 

 

For whom? Academics, industry professionals, researchers & practitioners around the world interested in the Mediterranean region 

 

When & Where? 04-07 April 2012, Metropolitan Hotel, Athens, Greece  

 

Contact Details: info@atiner.gr and www.atiner.gr/info/2012INFO-MDT.htm 
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