
million loan to Morocco’s new renewable 

energy projects. The AfDB’s board of direc-

tors is expected to make a final decision on the 

loan by the end of the year. Magharebia re-

ports that the AfDB has approved a EUR 224 

million loan to support Morocco’s banking 

sector. The loan will help diversify financial 

services. Finance company Mauritania Leas-

ing and the AfDB signed an agreement for a 

grant of USD 365,000 provided by the Fund 

for African Private Sector Assistance (FAPA) 

to help finance small and medium-sized enter-

prises. Mining and private sector operations 

represent the bulk of AfDB interventions in 

Mauritania. 

 

The AfDB has released a paper, Tackling 

Youth Unemployment in the Maghreb, which 

focuses on Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia. The 

paper states that jobs have not been created 

quickly enough to absorb a growing youth 

population in the region. It also states that 

tackling youth unemployment is crucial to 

restore political and social stability. The paper 

advances a number of policy recommenda-

tions.  

 

Algeria 

Algerian state energy company Sonatrach has 

appointed a new CEO, reports Magharebia. 

Oil revenues account for over 90% of the 

country’s exports. Economist Aymen Mokhta-

ri believes that the current instability at the 

company will cause damage to the image of 

the company and the country. 

 

Libya 

Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports that Ital-

ian energy major ENI plans to double produc-

tion from pre-conflict levels in Libya to 

600,000 barrels per day (bpd) within a decade. 

ENI is the biggest foreign energy producer in 

Libya but suspended nearly all production 

Economic Partnerships 

T 
he Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) 

and the Association of Chambers of 

Commerce of the Mediterranean 

(Ascame) signed a cooperation agreement 

during the 5th Mediterranean Economic Lead-

ers Week, which took place from 21 to 25 

November. The key objective of the agree-

ment is to “strengthen private sector involve-

ment in the economic and social development 

of the region.”   

 

The signing of a Memorandum of Understand-

ing (MoU) between the Desertec Industry Ini-

tiative (Dii) and Medgrid was welcomed by 

European Union Energy Commissioner Gun-

ther Oettinger, reports Europa. The MoU es-

tablishes closer cooperation between the two 

private industry initiatives, which are both key 

components of a renewable energy partnership 

between the EU, Middle East and North Afri-

ca. 

 

Algerian and Moroccan agriculture ministers 

met in Algiers on 22 November to sign several 

new partnership agreements, reports Maghare-

bia.  Algerian Minister of Agriculture and 

Rural Development Rachid Benaissa called 

the agreements a “new step in consolidating 

bilateral relations in agriculture.” 

 

The European Voice reports that the European 

Parliament’s fisheries committee endorsed a 

EUR 36 million deal with Morocco that would 

allow Spanish fisherman to access Moroccan 

waters and the waters off the coast of Western 

Sahara until February 2012. The deal is con-

troversial due to the financial, environmental 

and legal problems it raises. 

 

African Development Bank  

The African Development Bank (AfDB) an-

nounced its intentions to provide a USD 498 
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North 
Africa generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters.  Please send 
your recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

Egypt 

A 
ccording to France 24, the two main forces competing 

for power in Egypt are the Muslim Brotherhood and 

the Egyptian military, which acts as the interim 

government called the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces 

(SCAF). Egyptians have been protesting against the interim 

military rulers since 18 November (see CFC Mediterranean 

Review, 22 November 2011). The Egyptian army controls 30% 

of the Egyptian economy, according to the article. In addition, 

the article reports that the SCAF want the military budget to be 

exempt from civilian oversight. 

 

The first round of parliamentary elections for the People’s 

Assembly occurred on 28 November (see CFC report 

“Egypt’s Parliamentary Elections”). The election timetable 

lasts until March 2012. According to BBC, polls opened at 

08.00 local Egyptian time. Closing was extended in some 

constituencies where voting was delayed due to administrative 

problems. Results are expected to be announced on 30 

November. The Guardian provides a detailed guide to 

Egyptian political parties and their platforms. In addition, Jon 

Alterman of the Center for Strategic and International Studies 

(CSIS) discusses the relationship between religion and politics 

in Egypt and North Africa in the article titled “Politics of 

Piety”. 

 

Meanwhile, the BBC reports that protests in Tahrir Square 

continue. At least 41 protesters have been killed and more than 

2,000 people have been wounded. In a separate article, BBC 

reports that more than 3,000 have been injured in protests 

across Egypt. The Guardian also reports smaller protests 

taking place in Alexandria, Damanhour, Mahalla Al-Kubra, 

Mansoura, Suez, Sohag and Tanta. There was also a small pro-

military demonstration in Cairo on 25 November. According 

to Bloomberg, protesters calling themselves the “Legitimacy of 

the Revolution” oppose SCAF’s appointment of Kamal el-

Ganzouri as prime minister because he served under former 

President Hosni Mubarak. The protesters also demanded that 

elections be delayed for two weeks to allow for the formation 

of a new cabinet to ensure better voting conditions, the article 

reports. According to BBC, on 23 November, SCAF 

apologised for the deaths of protesters and two spokespersons 

offered condolences to victims’ families and the Egyptian 

people. According to Debka, no serious political faction is 

backing the protesters. Al Masry al Youm provides live updates 

on the status of the protests throughout Egypt and SCAF’s 

reactions. 

Libya 
Abdelhakim Belhaj, commander of one of Libya’s most 

powerful militias, the Tripoli Military Council, said he will 

support the interim national government, according to al 

Masry al Youm. The endorsement comes despite the fact that 

Belhaj’s supporters did not receive any top governmental 

posts. In addition, Belhaj’s militia has not yet given a date for 

the handover of weapons. Relinquishing weapons is seen as an 

important test of the ability of the Libyan regime to unify 

forces in the post-Gaddafi Libya, the article reports. Belhaj is a 

former leader of the Libyan Fighting Group (LIFG) and fought 

with Islamists in Afghanistan. 

 

Chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) 

Luis Moreno-Ocampo visited Tripoli to negotiate the trials of 

Moammar Gaddafi’s son Seif al Islam and former chief of 

security Abdullah al-Senoussi, according to the Economist. On 

23 November, the ICC agreed to allow the Libyan courts to try 

Seif al Islam. 

 

The former Minister of Oil Ali Tarhouni criticised the National 

Transitional Council (NTC) as elite and unrepresentative, 

according to Associated Press (AP). He also said the 

leadership is being supported from the outside, and that an 

outside power is interfering in internal affairs.  The article 

alleges that the outside power referred to is Qatar. In addition, 

Tarhouni said the transitional leadership only represents about 

10% of Libyans. Meanwhile, according to Reuters, the 

Amazigh minority (known errantly as Berbers) did not receive 

a single seat in the interim cabinet. Under Gaddafi, the 

Amazigh language was forbidden, and some Amazigh have 

voiced concerns about continued exclusion under the interim 

leadership. 

 

Mauritania 

On 28 November, Mauritania celebrates its 1960 independence 

from France, reports Embassy Magazine. Meanwhile, 

according to the Panafrican News Agency (PANA), this week 

Mauritania officially recognised the National Transitional 

Council (NTC), the interim ruling authority of Libya.  

 

On 15 and 16 November, a meeting of the “5 + 5” 

Mediterranean Dialogue convened in Nouakchott, Mauritania, 

according to Magharebia. Security officials from several 

countries attended to discuss terrorism, illegal migration and 

air security. 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law             Melodee M. Baines ► Melodee.Baines@cimicweb.org 

during the conflict. ENI’s head of exploration and production, 

Claudio Descalzi, stated that the company, which has resumed 

operations, will reach pre-conflict oil and gas production of 

280,000 bpd by June 2012. A report by Reuters details the 

main government players in Libya’s oil industry. 

According to the Associated Press, Chinese Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Liu Weimin said that China will encourage Chi-

nese companies to engage in Libya’s post-war reconstruction. 

China reports that Libya has agreed to compensate Chinese 

companies who lost assets during Libya’s recent unrest.  
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Morocco 
The moderate Islamist party called the Justice and 

Development Party (PJD) won most of the votes in the 

parliamentary elections on 25 November, according to France 

24, reporting on an article by le Figaro. Like Tunisia’s 

Ennahda party, the PJD is considered moderate, though the 

party itself identifies not as Islamist but as having an Islamic 

orientation, according to the AP. The PJD’s victory is a sign 

that religiously-based organisations such as Islamist political 

parties are benefiting from the success of the Arab Spring 

more than other groups. The article says that PJD’s success in 

the elections can be attributed to good organisation, its outsider 

status in Moroccan politics, and its non-threatening 

relationship with King Mohammed VI. Because the PJD won 

107 out of 395 seats (27%), the king must choose the next 

prime minister from the party’s parliamentary ranks. The 

movement to boycott the elections appears to have been 

successful, as voter turnout was just 45%, the article reports. 

US-based National Democratic Institute (NDI) estimated that 

as many as 20% of ballots were turned in blank or had every 

party crossed out. The EU issued a statement in support of 

Moroccan elections, calling them “an important step in the on-

going process of democratic reform” in the country, according 

to ENPI Info Centre. The Washington Post provides an at-a-

glance summary of Morocco’s parliamentary election. 

Humanitarian Affairs                                                       Angelia Sanders ► Angelia.Sanders@cimicweb.org 

Women 

T 
unisia launched the Campaign for Accelerated 

Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa 

(CARMMA) on 24 November in Tunis during a 

regional conference held by the Public Health Ministry and the 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). Tunisia has seen 

improvements in maternal health in recent years as a result of 

political commitment to gender-related concerns, reports 

Tunisia Live. The British Council organised a conference 

focused on improving women’s rights in the Middle East and 

North Africa (MENA), reports Business Intelligence Middle 

East. The event was held from 24-27 November and included 

influencers and decision-makers from across the MENA 

region. 

 

Protests and Boycotts 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR), Ms. Navi Pilay, called on Egyptian authorities to 

end the “clearly excessive use of force against protestors, 

including the apparent improper use of tear gas, rubber bullets 

and live ammunition.” She has renewed her call for the lifting 

of the state of emergency and the adoption of a comprehensive 

approach to transitional justice. Italian Foreign Minister Giulio 

Terzi said that Egypt should respect human rights and the 

democratic aspirations of the people, reports Youm 7. Amnesty 

International has sent a fact-finding team to Egypt to 

investigate human rights violations committed against 

protestors across Egypt. Al Masry al Youm reports that since 

19 November, more than 12 makeshift hospitals have been 

established in Tahrir Square to provide emergency medical 

assistance to victims of violence.   

 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called on Moroccan 

authorities to “stop harassing people campaigning to boycott 

the 25 November 2011 parliamentary elections.” Allegedly, 

authorities have summoned activists promoting the boycott for 

questioning and have confiscated pro-boycott leaflets. 

 

Libya 

Dozens of women protested outside of the office of Libyan 

Prime Minister Abdurrahim el-Keeb on 26 November in an 

effort to pressure the new government to do more to help 

women raped during the Libyan conflict, reports the 

Washington Post. The International Criminal Court (ICC) has 

said there is evidence indicating hundreds of cases of rape 

during the eight-month conflict. 

 

Times of Malta reports that the European Commission (EC) 

said it is not rushing direct talks with the new Libyan 

authorities about the issue of illegal migration. The European 

Union (EU) is working to reach wide-ranging agreements with 

North African countries and has already begun negotiations 

with Egypt and Tunisia. More than 840 African migrants, 

mostly Chadians and some Nigerians, have been transported 

from Libya into Chad by the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM). This is the second land evacuation from the 

Libyan town of Sebha which has been funded by the EC’s 

Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection office (ECHO) and 

Germany. Since the beginning of November 2011, nearly 

1,030 Nigeriens, Malians and Nigerians have been transported 

home by IOM-chartered flights from Tripoli. 

 

A new UN report states that 7,000 people, many of them 

foreigners, are being held in Libyan detention centres 

controlled by “revolutionary brigade” militias, reports Agence 

France-Presse (AFP). Women and children are among those 

detained, in addition to sub-Saharan Africans accused of being 

Gaddafi mercenaries. 

 

There is growing concern in Libya of children becoming 

seriously injured by weapons which have been discarded and 

are mistaken as toys, reports the Independent. Currently there 

are no national figures for the number of children injured since 

the conflict ended, yet many towns have reported deaths and 

injuries. 

 

Security in the Sahel 

T 
he Joint Military Staff Committee of the Sahel Region 

(Comité d'état-major opérationnel conjoint (CEMOC)) 

meeting occurred from 16 to 17 November, according 

to Agence France-Presse (AFP). The CEMOC was created in 

response to extremism in the region, including acts carried out 

by al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). The article 

reports that AQIM operates mostly within Algeria, Mali, 

Security                                                                        Melodee M. Baines ►  melodee.baines@cimicweb.org 
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Algeria 

M 
agharebia reports that Algerian legislators are 

reviewing a number of amendments to the draft law 

governing political parties. The Assemblée 

Populaire Nationale (APN) is considering one law that would 

ban politicians from “using foreign languages in their official 

duties. 

 

Egypt 

According to an al Masry al Youm article, the current 

parliamentary election process creates many obstacles for 

women who wish to be politically active and may result in a 

government devoid of female representation. Egyptian activist 

Nehad Aboul Qomsan, head of the Egyptian Centre for 

Women’s Rights, told al Masry al Youm that in the past 

Mauritania and Niger. CEMOC is headquartered at 

Tamanrasset, Algeria. The organisation is working to unify 

security forces in order to combat kidnapping, trafficking and 

attacks in the Sahel, according to the article. CEMOC is also 

working to confront the migration of thousands of Gaddafi 

loyalists who fled Libya for Mali in the aftermath of the 

conflict. Meanwhile unknown assailants, thought to be AQIM 

according to France 24, are holding at least nine European 

hostages in the Sahel region. One tourist was killed on 25 

November as he resisted kidnappers in the city of Timbuktu, 

according to the Washington Post. 

 

Although CEMOC meets twice per year, there have not been 

any organised joint patrols since the group was founded 18 

months ago, reports AFP. There is also internal disagreement 

among members, which has negatively affected the group’s 

productivity. According to the article, the internal 

disagreement includes accusations that Algeria is not 

participating enough compared to other members. In addition, 

Algeria is reluctant to admit Morocco to the organisation and 

resistant to intervention from France. Gulf Today also reports 

that Algeria’s lack of support for intraregional military 

cooperation is impairing joint efforts. France 24 reports that 

military cooperation in the Sahel needs to be strengthened in 

order to cope with recent kidnappings and murders. According 

to Reuters traditional smuggle routes across the Sahara are 

now being infiltrated by Latin American cocaine smugglers. 

 

Magharebia reports that the first session of the Global Counter

-Terrorism Form (GCTF) convened from 16 to 17 November. 

The meeting saw the adoption of a Sahel security roadmap 

which calls for greater information sharing, including 

increased access to the Interpol database and additional 

equipment, training, and security checks for international 

travellers. The GCTF meeting in Algiers coincided with the 

CEMOC meeting in Bamako, Mali. 

 

According to Magharebia, young people who enter into 

terrorist activity in the Maghreb (North Africa) are interested 

in immediate payoff and not necessarily spiritual gains. The 

article attributes the tendency of youth to push for rapid 

political and social reform to a mind-set called “the Facebook 

generation”, which according to the article, stands in contrast 

to the “slow pace of the old generation”. 

 

Algerian national and known extremist Khaled Abou El Abass 

(also known as Mokhtar Belmokhtar or Laaouar) is the leader 

of AQIM’s El Moulethemine Brigade, according to 

Magharebia. El Abass revealed that he and his regional group 

have global ambitions. The article reports that some terror 

leaders are engaging in dialogue with national governments, 

including Mauritania. 

 

Egypt 
According to BBC, on 28 November saboteurs attacked an oil 

pipeline near Arish in Sinai that supplies natural gas to Israel 

and Jordan. This marks the ninth attack in 2011. 

 

The low wages paid to Egyptian policemen drive them to 

accept bribes and engage in torture, according to the Los 

Angeles Times. The commander of the police during the earlier 

protests in 2011 is on trial for the murder of protesters, and 

hundreds of high ranking police officers have been dismissed 

from their positions. Some police have not returned to their 

posts out of fear of retribution for violence during protests and 

out of frustration with the low wages. As a result, according to 

the article, lawlessness and vigilantism threaten many 

neighbourhoods across the country. In the face of growing 

insecurity, some Egyptian citizens are buying guns to protect 

themselves, reports the United Nations Integrated Regional 

Information Network (IRIN). IRIN reports that it is not 

uncommon to see long lines outside of gun shops. People have 

also begun to form vigilante groups in order to protect 

themselves and their property.  

 

Violent crackdowns on protesters, civilians receiving military 

trials, and the extension of military law are major concerns for 

Egyptians, according to the Telegraph. The article reports that 

Amnesty International found the military council to be 

responsible for worsening the human security situation in some 

areas. 

 

Libya 
According to Global Voices Online, a gathering place of 

international bloggers and citizen media, concerns about a 

Tuareg rebellion are based on rumours, and the threat remains 

“as yet non-existent”. 

 

During his first official visit to Sudan, Mustafa Abdel Jalil, 

head of the National Transitional Council (NTC), thanked the 

government of Sudan for providing weapons via Egypt during 

the revolution resulting in the ouster of Moammar Gaddafi, 

according to Reuters. During Gaddafi’s rule, diplomatic 

relations between Libya and Sudan suffered because of 

Gaddafi’s support for rebels in Sudan. Now that Gaddafi is no 

longer in power, rebels from Darfur no longer have a safe 

haven in Libya, the article reports. 

 

Mauritania 
Security forces in Mauritania arrested almost 20 suspected 

terrorists on 22 November, according to Magharebia.  
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3rd International Renewable Energy Congress (IREC) 
 

Who?   International Journal of Electrical Engineering and Transportation (IJEET), Scientific Research Publishing, Energy Conversion 

  and Management Journal 

 

What?  A forum for discussion, plenary sessions, oral sessions and poster presentations 

 

For whom? Academics, industry professionals, researchers & practitioners around the world interested in renewable energy 

 

When & Where? 20-22 December 2011, Diar Lemdina Hotel, Yasmine Hammamet, Hammamet, Tunisia 

 

Contact Details: irec.coordination@cmerp.net and www.irec.cmerp.net 

MEDITERRANEAN BASIN NOTICE BOARD 

women’s quotas guaranteed female candidates to secure a 

minimum of 64 parliament seats. Without quotas, women are 

expected to win 0%-2% of parliament seats in the upcoming 

elections.  

 

Recent rumours that the Coptic Church is directing Copts to 

vote for specific candidates are untrue, reports al Masry al 

Youm. During his weekly sermon, Coptic Pope Shenouda III 

encouraged all Copts to vote in the elections.  He did not 

advance a list of candidates to support. 

 

A religious decree (fatwa) was issued on 28 November, at the 

start of Egyptian parliamentary elections, which prohibits vote 

buying, reports al Masry al Youm. The fatwa stated that vote-

buying is “a sort of bribery prohibited by Islam”. 

 

Libya 

The International Herald Tribune reports that art is re-

emerging within a country where creativity was once 

discouraged. Inside the gutted shell of the building that was 

once housed Gaddafi’s intelligence unit now stands “Freedom 

House”, a museum devoted to memorialising Libya’s civil 

war.  

 

Mauritania 

According to Magharebia, the Ministry of Equipment and 

Transport launched a week-long road safety campaign under 

the tag line “Changing Behaviors to Reduce Traffic Accidents 

and Ensure Smoother Traffic”. The programme hopes to 

promote better driving behaviour in order to reduce driving-

related incidents.  

 

Mauritania’s Moorish epic T’heydinn poems are now included 

on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation’s (UNESCO) “intangible heritage” list, reports 

Agence France-Presse (AFP). Similar to the other 215 

traditions on the UNESCO list, the poems met the criteria that 

they faced “grave threats as a result of which it cannot be 

expected to survive without immediate safeguarding”. 

 

 

Morocco 

New York Times reports that as the country holds its first 

parliamentary elections since the passage of a new 

Constitution last year, many youth refuse to vote and remain 

pessimistic about change within their country. According to 

the article many youth feel that corruption is too rampant for 

real change to occur. 

 

South Sudan 

The Sudan Tribune reports that the youth sector of South 

Sudan’s ruling party in Greater Bahr el Ghazal is urging the 

government to resolve the dispute over Abyei between Sudan 

and South Sudan. The call came at the four day Bahr el Ghazal 

Youth Conference being held in Aweil, the capital city of 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal state.  

 

Tunisia 

The controversial film documentary, “Hymen National” is one 

of several Tunisian movies being hailed at the MedFilm 

Festival in Rome, reports Magharebia. The film documents 

the taboo topic of virginity restoration surgery that is practiced 

within the country. The practice is common across North 

Africa. 
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