
lawsuits over stoppages of natural gas through 

the Sinai pipeline are now being considered by 

international arbitrators. The Sinai pipeline, 

which transfers gas to Israel and Jordan, has 

been under attack in recent months by 

unknown perpetrators. An anonymous source 

told al Masry al Youm that the plaintiffs seek 

compensation for the halt of exports, which 

they claim has been occurring since April 

2011. Another article from al Masry al Youm 

reports that natural gas supplies to Israel 

resumed  last week gradually to ensure the 

system was working properly. The intermittent 

flow of natural gas, according to al Masry al 

Youm,  forced Israel to rely solely on its own 

gas resources, which has resulted in a rise in 

utility rates. 
 

Approximately USD 19 billion in assets, 

controlled by Gaddafi or his associates, have 

been located and frozen by the United Nations 

(UN) and member states, reports Reuters. 

However, estimates suggest that Gaddafi’s 

financial holdings in the United States alone 

could be as large as USD 30 billion. Large 

holdings in Europe and South Africa could 

push estimates higher. Experts say that the 

new authorities in Tripoli will be well advised 

to establish government procedures and 

mechanisms to handle the assets properly 

before reclaiming the wealth for Libyans.  

U 
nited Arab Emirates (UAE) plans to 

provide Egypt with USD 3 billion in 

aid, reports Reuters. The appropriate 

mechanism with which to deliver the aid is 

still to be determined, according to a senior 

UAE official. The financial assistance is 

meant to help address Egypt’s economic 

troubles since the ousting of Mubarak in 

February 2011. According to the report, Saudi 

Arabia is also providing USD 3.9 billion in 

budgetary assistance, loans and Treasury bills 

(T-bills) to Egypt, and Qatar has given a USD 

500 million grant to assist Egypt during its 

transition. 
 

A Middle East “Marshall Plan” is being 

proposed by Arab politicians and financiers at 

the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Jordan, 

reports Reuters. The highly successful 

Marshall Plan helped to rebuild and stabilise 

Europe after World War II. According to the 

report, senior figures saw the need for a 

“home-grown” version of the plan to address 

civilian expectations for swift economic 

improvements in the wake of recent revolts. 

Egypt’s labour minister, Hassan al-Boraei, 

told Reuters “I am afraid that the Arab Spring 

could turn into an autumn if the issue of social 

justice is not achieved. A Marshall Plan is 

needed.” 
 

According to al Masry al Youm, seven 
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Algeria 

T 
he National Liberation Front (FLN), 

Algeria’s ruling party, is facing an 

internal crisis over a number of issues, 

reports Magharebia. The main division comes 

between the FLN Secretary General Abdelaziz 

Belkhadem and some reformists within the 

party. The condition of the ruling party, 

political reforms initiated by the government 

and an evaluation of the party reform 

movement were topics debated by the 

reformists. 
 

A Libyan National Transitional Council 

(NTC) delegation scheduled to travel to 

Algeria on 20 October was postponed due to 
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
 

In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North Afri-
ca generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters.  Please send your 
recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

the death of Moammar Gaddafi. The Algerian Foreign 

Minister, Mourad Medelci, said that relations with 

neighbouring Libya are heading in the “right direction”. The 

trip was originally planned to discuss the state of bilateral 

relations between the two countries, in addition to border 

security. British Foreign Secretary William Hague told 

reporters at a joint press conference with his Algerian 

counterpart on 19 October that Algeria should cooperate with 

the NTC and the International Criminal Court (ICC) over 

issues surrounding members of Gaddafi’s family taking refuge 

in Algeria, reports the Agence France Presse (AFP).   
 

Egypt  
For the second time, Egypt pushed back the closing date for 

political parties to register for the upcoming parliamentary 

elections, which are scheduled to begin on 28 November 2011. 

According to Reuters, registration has been slow for a number 

of reasons, some of which include the collapse of coalitions 

and difficulties raising funds. Political parties have grown 

since the uprising against Mubarak; however, they have 

struggled to build and maintain coalitions, reports Reuters. 

According to Egyptian news agency al Masry al Youm, 

confrontations between the Islamist group Muslim 

Brotherhood and the ultra-conservative Salafis have escalated 

following the recent division of these groups into two separate 

major coalitions.   
 

Libya 

The reactions to the confirmed death of former President 

Moammar Gaddafi have been mixed. Al Jazeera reports that 

reactions from UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, the 

European Union (EU), and a select number of heads of state 

share the sentiment that the death of Gaddafi has brought an 

end to an era of oppression, and it is now up to Libya to move 

forward in a process of reconciliation and democracy.  Chinese 

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Jiang Yu stated China believes 

that an inclusive political transitional process for Libya should 

begin as soon as possible, reports Voice of America.  The 

International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) called on 

Libya to “resist pressures to adopt ad hoc solutions” and focus 

rather on “building a new, just society.”  The African Union 

(AU) stated that it will work with new Libyan authorities 

towards “national reconciliation, respect for human rights and 

an inclusive transition.” Uganda has now recognized the NTC 

as the official government of Libya after Gaddafi was 

confirmed to be killed, according to the Ugandan Daily 

Monitor.   
 

Malta 

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton praised Malta for what 

the secretary called Malta’s ‘extraordinary’ response to events 

in North Africa and efforts to stop the trafficking of persons 

across the Mediterranean, reports Times of Malta. Her meeting 

was used as an opportunity to reaffirm the partnership between 

Malta and the United States and was the first time a US 

Secretary of State has met with a Maltese Prime Minister for a 

one-on-one policy meeting. 

Mauritania 

Magharebia reports that the Mauritanian Party of Democratic 

Youth participated with ruling and opposition political parties 

in a comprehensive national dialogue. The Democratic Youth 

party president, Jeddou Ould Ahmad, stated that youth make 

up 70% of the population of the country and they “demand the 

involvement of youth in national issues.” He went on to say 

that a marginalisation of youth could lead to “undesirable 

results.” At the completion of the national dialogue, an accord 

was signed, which focused on the goals of social cohesion, 

national unity and support of ethnic and cultural diversity, 

according to Magharebia. 
 

Morocco   

A law to “protect witnesses in cases of corruption, 

embezzlement, influence peddling and misappropriation of 

public funds” was passed in the Moroccan parliament, reports 

Magharebia. Morocco will also be revising its penal code with 

a special focus on safeguarding witnesses, experts and whistle-

blowers, in an effort to bring the penal code in line with the 

UN Convention against Corruption. Reuters reports that on 23 

October, thousands of protestors in various cities across 

Morocco called for a boycott of early parliamentary polls 

scheduled for next month. A Reuters’ reporter observed 

protestors being kicked and beaten by riot police. The United 

Nations (UN) reported that Morocco was approved to serve as 

one of the UN Security Council’s five new non-permanent 

members for 2012-2013. 
 

Sudan 

The International Crisis Group released a statement that “civil 

war is spreading in Sudan” as growing conflicts in multiple 

areas of the country continue; most notably in Blue Nile State, 

Southern Kordofan and Abeyi. Blue Nile State and Southern 

Kordofan sided with South Sudan during the civil war, yet 

remained part of Sudan after South Sudan gained 

independence in July 2011. Abeyi is still a contested area 

along the Sudan and South Sudan border.  The Sudan Tribune 

reports that the Sudanese parliament experienced an extensive 

debate over the proposed amendments to Sudan’s press law. 

Newspapers and media outlets are continually censored by 

state security authorities. 
 

Tunisia 

On 23 October, Tunisia held free elections for the first time in 

the country’s history. According to Reuters, 217 seats were 

contested by 11,000 candidates; representing 110 parties. 

Voter turnout exceeded 90% of the 4.1 million Tunisians who 

registered, as some who were unable to register in advance 

were still allowed to vote. Those elected to the assembly “will 

sit for one year, re-write the constitution, choose a new interim 

government and set dates for parliamentary and presidential 

elections,” reports Reuters. Al Jazeera states that it is unclear 

when election officials will announce the results, given the 

large voter turnout. 

 

However, leading up to the elections, the Islamist party, 
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Ennahda, has seen growing support, with opinion polls 

showing that the party could receive 20% of the vote, 

according to the Economist. Under Ben Ali, the party was 

severely repressed, with supporters risking imprisonment and 

torture. Reuters reports that the rise of some Islamist political 

parties such as Ennahda worries secularists within the country 

who wish to keep Tunisia a secular state.  
 

The African Union (AU) established an election observation 

mission for the Tunisian elections, according to Nigerian news 

source Next. The mission comprised officials of national 

electoral bodies, members of the “African Civil Society” and 

personalities from various AU Member States. The Guardian 

reports that the UN was not invited to monitor the elections; 

however, there were plans to have 10,167 observers from 

Tunisia, the EU, the US and parts of the Arab and Muslim 

world.  
 

The Washington Post reports that, for the first time, Tunisia 

will include expatriate representatives in its 217-seat 

constituent assembly. Eighteen seats were set aside for 

Tunisians living abroad, with ten of those seats going to 

Tunisian residents within France. Under former president Ben 

Ali, expatriates where only allowed to vote in presidential 

elections. The Washington Post reports that Tunisian state 

laws mandate that women must make up half of all electoral 

lists; however, women are at the top of only 6% of the current 

1,000 lists. This is significant because often only the first 

person on each list obtains a seat in parliament. Women in 

Tunisia have long been allowed to be a part of the judiciary 

and are prominent in the government, civil society and trade 

unions. Magharebia reports that the Tunisian government 

implemented the “I Need to Go” initiative in order to promote 

women’s presence in the elections, expand their grassroots 

participation and encourage women to be more involved in 

political life. Youth under-involvement in elections is also a 

concern, reports the Christian Science Monitor. 

Humanitarian Affairs                                                       Linda Lavender ► Linda.Lavender@cimicweb.org 

A 
ccording to a report by Amnesty International, the 

United States, Russia and other European countries 

supplied large quantities of weapons to repressive 

regimes within North Africa and the Middle East. The 

weapons have been subsequently used on civilian populations. 

The report examines arms transfers to Bahrain, Egypt, Libya, 

Syria and Yemen since 2005. Amnesty International asserts 

that these weapon sales were made despite evidence that there 

was significant risk that the weapons could potentially be used 

to commit human rights violations. The report underscores the 

need for the international community to consider a more 

effective Arms Trade Treaty that takes into account civilian 

human rights. 
 

According to Reuters, the former Algerian defence minister, 

retired army General Khaled Nezzar, was arrested in Geneva 

on 20 October and questioned by a public sector prosecutor of 

the Swiss confederation regarding his involvement in the 

Algerian civil war. Swiss law allows those accused of violating 

international humanitarian law to be prosecuted once they are 

on Swiss territory. Reuters reports that Nezzar, an influential 

person in the Algerian military since the early 1990s, incited 

torture, committed murder and allowed other acts of inhumane 

treatment to occur during the Algerian civil war. A 

spokeswoman for the Swiss public prosecutor’s office told 

Reuters that Nezzar was released on 21 October pending 

further legal procedures. 
 

Al Jazeera reports that three aid workers have been kidnapped 

from a western Algeria refugee camp. The Algeria-based 

Polisario Front movement, which seeks independence from 

Western Sahara, operates the Rabuni camp where the workers 

were abducted. In Nouakchott, the capital city of Mauritania, a 

security source told Agence France Press (AFP) reporters that 

al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) was behind the 

kidnapping. The Italian and Spanish foreign ministries told al 

Jazeera that they were working all channels to secure the safe 

release of the two Spanish and one Italian aid worker. 
 

Interpol arrested Moez Trabelsi, a relative of ousted Tunisian 

president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, on 06 October in Rome. 

Trabelsi is facing charges in Tunisia for corruption and money 

laundering, reports Magharebia. Tunisia seeks Italy’s 

cooperation in extraditing Moez Trabelsi who was the subject 

of a Tunisian arrest warrant and Interpol “Red Notice”. 
 

Newstimes Africa reports that evidence exists of Moroccan 

authorities torturing detained Saharawis, the indigenous people 

of Western Sahara. Morocco continues to ban media and 

independent observers in the territory and also banned the 

Spanish International Association for the Observation of 

Human Rights (AIODH) from prisoner visitations. 
 

Libya 

Al Jazeera reports that the National Transitional Council 

(NTC) has ordered an investigation into Gaddafi’s death. The 

probe comes after calls by the international community, 

including the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner 

for Human Rights (OHCHR), to investigate the circumstances 

surrounding his death. Humanitarian News opines that United 

Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and human rights 

commissioner Navi Pillay should acknowledge the UN’s 

wrongdoing in supporting Gaddafi’s appointment to key posts 

in its most influential bodies. 
 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) reports that it will cease resettling operations of 

people fleeing Libya via the Egyptian border as of 23 October. 

The announcement on Alert Net comes one day after the death 

of Gaddafi, prompting expectations that the country would 

declare its liberation. UNHCR indicates that the decision, 

however, has been in process for some time, as it comes from a 

marked improvement of the situation in eastern Libya where 

most irregular migrants originate from Sudan’s Darfur region. 

According to UNHCR, many of the irregular migrants believe 

Saloum offices in Egypt, provide them a better chance of being 

granted refugee status and being resettled in another country.  
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M 
agharebia reports that British Foreign Secretary 

William Hague visited Mauritania, Algeria and 

Morocco on 18 October out of concern for regional 

security amid the Libyan revolution and terrorism in the Sahel. 

Secretary Hague said, “I call on the Arab countries to support 

the Libyan people in their struggle for freedom”, in response to 

European concerns about the spread of weapons across borders 

and terrorism in the region. According to Reuters, Secretary 

Hague’s trip to Mauritania signals a new British approach to 

security in the Maghreb. 
 

A member of an unnamed extremist group, led by Algerian 

Mokhtar Belmokhtar, issued a statement that Belmokhtar 

received offers from France, Libya and Morocco to finance the 

purchase of weapons, reports Ennahar. Other alleged 

members, currently in custody, stated during questioning that 

Mokhtar Belmokhtar’s group includes Tunisians, Mauritanians 

and Malian Tuaregs. According to Ennahar, Belmokhtar’s 

group is involved with kidnapping of foreigners and smuggling 

and may be connected to what Ennahar calls “the terrorist 

organization Abdelmalek Droukdel”. 
 

According to the South African Institute for Security Studies 

(ISS), nearly one-third of countries affected by cluster 

munitions are in Africa, including Western Sahara. The ISS 

reports, “The damage caused by cluster munitions used in past 

conflicts further contributes to human insecurity and hinders 

development on the continent.”  
 

Amnesty International reports that western countries, including 

the United States, Russia and some European countries, 

supplied weapons to some North African countries before the 

outbreak of the Arab Spring in January 2011 (see 

‘Humanitarian Affairs’ above). According to Amnesty 

International, the governments of at least ten countries licensed 

the provision of weapons, munitions and related equipment to 

the Gaddafi regime. At least 20 countries provided weapons to 

Egypt, which included small arms, ammunition and riot 

control agents, according to Amnesty International. 
 

Algeria 

According to Algerian news Ennahar, Abu Yahia Elliby, 

leader of al Qaeda in Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), encouraged 

Algerians to rise up against their government as Tunisians, 

Egyptians and Libyans have done. This is the second call to 

revolt by the AQIM leader in recent weeks, reports the article. 
 

Elsewhere in Algeria, nine drug traffickers, one of whom is 

Libyan, were sentenced to between 15 and 20 years in prison 

on 21 October in the eastern coastal city of Oran, according to 

an article by Ennahar. The drugs originated in Morocco and 

were thought to be destined for Algeria, Libya and Egypt. 
 

Libya 

Anders Fogh Rasmussen, Secretary-General of the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), stated that alliance 

partners made a preliminary decision to end Operation Unified 

Protector on 31 October, according to Reuters. The article 

reports that a formal decision will be taken after 25 October, 

following NATO consultations with the United Nations (UN) 

and the National Transitional Council (NTC). 

Bani Walid and Sirte were the last two remaining pro-Gaddafi 

holdouts in Libya. According to Reuters, NTC fighters 

captured Bani Walid on 18 October and, according to Al 

Arabiya, NTC fighters captured Sirte on 20 October. An article 

by BBC reports that Sirte has been reduced to “an urban 

wasteland” and that much of the city has been destroyed by the 

indiscriminate firing of mortars, rockets and tank shells.  
 

The Washington Post reports that the United States considered 

initiating a cyber-attack when planning to launch air strikes 

over Libya. The plan for a cyber-attack was abandoned when 

officials realised there was not enough time for such an attack 

to work. The Washington Post article says the US government 

has been generally cautious when considering the use of cyber 

weapons, because using such weapons might show US 

capabilities and establish precedents. 
 

Several articles by Al Arabiya discuss the airstrike that resulted 

in the capture of Moammar Gaddafi. One article reports that a 

French Mirage-2000 fighter jet fired two miles west of Sirte, 

hitting the Gaddafi convoy and leaving at least 50 dead. A US 

defence official stated that a United States Predator drone also 

hit the Gaddafi convoy. A separate article reports that Gaddafi 

was shot in the head and stomach, and the exact details of his 

death are currently under investigation. In response to 

Gaddafi’s capture and death, Stanford political scientist James 

Fearon told Foreign Policy magazine that a key question in 

post-Gaddafi Libya is how to incorporate the men who control 

the guns into the new political structure. 
 

Mauritania 

According to the Mauritanian defence minister, Mauritania’s 

army conducted a 20 October air raid on Wagadou Forest; an 

area twice the size of Los Angeles just across the border in 

Mali, as reported in the Washington Post (see CFC 

Mediterranean Review 18 October 2011). Military sources told 

Middle East Online that the armies of Mali and Mauritania 

have been watching the area closely since an earlier raid in 

June 2011 which resulted in the destruction of an AQIM base 

where weapons were stored.  The Associated Press (AP) 

reports that an AQIM leader, Tiyib Ould Sidi Ali, was killed 

during the raid. In other AQIM news, earlier last week a 

Nouakchott criminal court imposed sentencing upon four 

terrorists linked to al Qaeda, according to Magharebia.  
 

Tunisia 

Leading up to the elections scheduled for 23 October in 

Tunisia (see ‘Governance & Rule of Law’ above), authorities 

have established roadblocks and installed patrols at some of 

the 7,000 polling stations, according to Magharebia.  

Security                                                                     Melodee M. Baines ►  melodee.baines@cimicweb.org 

T 
he mother of Mohamed Bouazizi, the Tunisian man 

credited with inspiring the Arab Spring, describes the 

elections held in Tunisia on 24 October as a “moment 

Socio-cultural Development                                             Linda Lavender ► Linda.Lavender@cimicweb.org 

of victory for her son”. In a Reuters interview, Bouazizi’s 

mother, Manoubia Bouazizi, shared that “nothing would have 

happened if my son had not reacted against voicelessness and a 

http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2011/10/19/feature-03
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2011/10/19/feature-03
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFL5E7LI46F20111018?sp=true
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=34964
http://www.ennaharonline.com/en/news/7538.html
http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1267/NSQI23207E.shtml
http://www.iss.co.za/
http://www.iss.co.za/iss_today.php?ID=1375
http://www.stopclustermunitions.org/the-problem/
http://www.stopclustermunitions.org/the-problem/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/arms-trade-middle-east-and-north-africa-shows-failure-export-controls-2011-1
http://www.cfr.org/north-africa/al-qaeda-islamic-maghreb-aqim/p12717
http://www.ennaharonline.com/en/news/7507.html
http://www.ennaharonline.com/en/news/7510.html
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/index.htm
http://af.reuters.com/article/egyptNews/idAFB5E7LJ00V20111021
http://www.un.org/en/
http://www.ntclibya.com/Default.aspx?SID=1&ParentID=0&LangID=1
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/18/us-libya-bani-walid-fighters-idUSTRE79H63C20111018
http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/10/20/172763.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-15356893
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-15356893
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/us-cyber-weapons-had-been-considered-to-disrupt-gaddafis-air-defenses/2011/10/17/gIQAETpssL_story.html
http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/10/20/172837.html
http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/10/21/172920.html
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/10/20/mogadishu_on_the_mediterranean?page=full
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/mauritanian-official-says-the-army-has-raided-an-al-qaida-affiliate-position-in-mali/2011/10/20/gIQAFkFl0L_story.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Holder/Pages/Reviewarchives.aspx
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=48627
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/mauritania-official-says-army-air-raid-on-al-qaida-affiliate-position-in-mali-killed-leader/2011/10/22/gIQAvZ905L_story.html
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2011/10/20/feature-03
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/newsbriefs/general/2011/10/20/newsbrief-02
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/22/us-tunisia-vote-bouazizi-idUSTRE79L28K20111022


Page 5 25 October 2011 

lack of respect.” According to the article, Mohamed Bouazizi’s 

death by self-immolation prompted a wave of anger about 

poverty, unemployment and repression in Tunisia, which 

culminated in national protests that eventually overturned the 

Tunisian government. His mother said, “My son was able to 

give all that for Tunisia. He is no longer the son of Tunisia, he 

is the son of the whole world.”  
 

Reporters from the Guardian took to the streets of Tunisia 

days before scheduled elections, interviewing numerous 

individuals to understand what the citizens of the country were 

thinking about in the lead up to the country’s first free 

elections. Comments ranged from a desire to wear the veil 

freely, to electing officials that will put people to work, while 

others voiced their concerns that none of the political parties 

were trustworthy.  
 

The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) 

reports that it sent a delegation to Cairo in order to investigate 

the right to peaceful assembly within the country. According to 

EMHRN, the mission was organised in response to the reports 

of a campaign against numerous independent human rights and 

development organisations within Egypt. 
 

Libya 
In the aftermath of Gaddafi’s death, his Gaddadfa tribe called 

upon the United Nations (UN), the Organisation of Islamic 

Conference (OIC) and Amnesty International to encourage the 

National Transitional Council (NTC), to allow a burial 

ceremony respecting Islamic customs, reports the Times of 

South Africa. According to the report, the tribe’s statement 

was broadcast by the Syrian-based, pro-Gaddafi television 

station, al-Rai. The family wishes to bury Gaddafi and his son, 

Mutassim, in Sirte.  
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6th Annual Regional Corporate Governance in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Conference 
 

Who?   OECD and the Hawkamah Institute of Corporate Governance (http://www.hawkamah.org/) 

 

What?  6th Annual Regional Corporate Governance in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Conference 

 

For whom? Key decision makers from the private and public sectors with an interest in corporate governance 

 

When & Where? From 31 October—01 November 2011, Ritz Carlton-DIFC, Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

 

Contact Details: Ms. Alissa Amico at alissa.amico@oecd.org 
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