
reports that the Canadian company 

Bombardier Inc. announced that its aerospace 

division plans to invest about CAD 200 

million to establish a new manufacturing 

facility in Morocco.   
 

Libya 

Iranian First Vice President Mohammad Reza 

Rahimi offered Iran’s assistance with Libya’s 

reconstruction projects, reports FARS News 

Agency. Reuters reports that Libya has many 

obstacles to overcome in rebuilding the 

country. Currently Libya is experiencing a 

banknote shortage, and many foreign 

businesses are waiting on the improvement of 

the security situation before resuming business 

and bringing back foreign staff.  
 

Oil, Gas and Mineral Resources 

Al Arabiya reports that residents of western 

Mauritania are angry at the Mauritanian 

Company for Copper Mines (Société des 

Mines de Cuivre de Mauritanie (SMCM)) 

after the company dug up graves without 

family approval and relocated the bodies to an 

unknown location. The company previously 

received official permission from the 

Mauritanian government. Studies reveal that 

the Inchiri region of Mauritania is rich in 

copper and gold. Members of the Gas 

Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) 

completed their 13th ministerial meeting and 

first summit in Doha, reports Gulf News. The 

meeting centred on natural gas prices which 

have been falling since 2008. Members of the 

GECF control more than 70% of the world’s 

gas reserves, yet there is a lack of a unified 

pricing mechanism for gas. Libya, Egypt and 

Algeria are amongst the organisation’s 

members. Sudan is seeking to boost its oil 

production by 50% in 2012, though the 

government has not made clear where this 

production would originate, reports Sudan 

Tribune.  

D 
ebt relief and a free trade agreement 

with the United States and Europe are 

needed for countries that are in 

transition, such as Tunisia, Libya and Egypt, 

asserts Michael Dunne, head of the Rafik 

Hariri Middle East Center at the Atlantic 

Council, in a National Public Radio (NPR) 

report. In an article published by Huffington 

Post, David Weiss, President and CEO of 

CHF International, states that now is the time 

to invest in North Africa and the Middle East. 

Weiss believes that a healthy private sector 

will accelerate more equitable economic 

growth and job creation in the area. The 

European Economic and Social Committee 

(EESC) held a summit in Istanbul, Turkey 

from 16 to 18 November with the goal of 

promoting “greater understanding of the main 

issues affecting organised civil society in the 

Euromed region and to enhance mutual 

awareness of economic and social realities.”  
 

Morocco 

Reuters reports that Morocco’s soon-to-be-

new government will face political obstacles 

in curbing the budget deficit. There is, 

however, strong consensus within the country 

to implement procedures that will attract 

greater foreign private investment. The 

Moroccan government is implementing a three

-phase strategy to expand the role of 

renewable energy in the country, reports 

Global Arab Network. The plan has attracted 

foreign investment, which will help Morocco 

meet its goals of increasing its renewable 

energy capacity. Renewable Energy Magazine 

(REM) reports that the World Bank (WB) 

approved USD 297 million in loans to 

Morocco to help finance the Ouarzazate 

Concentrated Solar Power Plant Project (see 

CFC Mediterranean Basin Review, 08 

November 2011). The project will contribute 

to Morocco’s objectives of energy security, 

job creation and energy exports. Reuters 
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North 
Africa generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters.  Please send 
your recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

Union for the Mediterranean 

T 
he Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) will work 

closely with the European Parliament (EP) and the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the UfM and place priority 

on projects focused on job creation and sustainable local 

development, according to ENPI Info Centre. In addition, 

Secretary General of the UfM Youssef Amrani stated that 

encouraging greater political and civil society is important for 

the political and economic transition in the region. 
 

Algeria 

Magharebia reports that the foreign ministers of Algeria and 

Morocco met on 16 November in Rabat to discuss the 

improvement of bilateral relations and the advancement of the 

Arab Maghreb Union (UMA). The two countries are looking 

to expand cooperation to other sectors after recent 

collaboration in the agriculture and energy sectors. According 

to News 24, Morocco wants to normalise relations with 

Algeria. Relations between the two countries have been 

strained since Morocco’s annexation of Western Sahara in 

1975, according to the article. 
 

According to Magharebia, Algerian Maghreb and African 

Affairs Minister Abdelkader Messahel visited Burkina Faso in 

early November to discuss security in the Sahel-Sahara region. 

Burkinabe Foreign Minister Djibril Bassolé stated that Burkina 

Faso “shares the same will to cooperate” with other states in 

the region, including Mali, Mauritania and Niger. 
 

Egypt 
In response to demonstrations in Tahrir Square (see ‘Security’ 

below), Egyptian authorities announced that there is no plan to 

disrupt internet and communication services, according to al 

Masry al Youm. In January 2011, the Egyptian authorities 

under former President Hosni Mubarak disrupted 

communications throughout Egypt, leading demonstrators to 

fear similar actions during this new wave of protests. On 21 

November, the Egyptian cabinet offered to resign in response 

to the massive protests, according to CNN. The cabinet is 

composed of civilians, and the military-led government is 

responsible for accepting the resignation. According to the 

Guardian, “a massive counter-revolution” is underway in 

Egypt. Meanwhile, parliamentary elections will begin on 28 

November and last four months. Some activists are boycotting 

the elections in protest against the ruling junta, the Supreme 

Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF). According to Saida 

Fayed, who is a candidate in the parliamentary elections 

representing the “Revolution Continues” party, the Egyptian 

“revolution is halfway complete, and it could go either way”. 

According to the UN Integrated Regional Information 

Networks (IRIN), Egyptian public opinion about the future of 

Egypt seems largely pessimistic. A detailed explanation of the 

electoral system is available from the Egyptian political 

organisation OREED.org. 

The Muslim Brotherhood formed a nationwide committee with 

the Salafis, according to al Masry al Youm. The Freedom and 

Justice Party (FJP) is the political arm of the Muslim 

Brotherhood. There are also political parties affiliated with the 

Salafis. The announcement of the nationwide committee, 

according to the article, indicates the possibility that affiliated 

parties could form a parliamentary coalition after elections. 
 

Libya 

According to Human Rights Watch (HRW), Libyan authorities 

have Abdullah Sanussi in custody. Sanussi was the head of 

intelligence under Moammar Gaddafi. HRW are asking that 

Sanussi be transferred to the International Criminal Court 

(ICC) for trial. Sanussi is accused of committing crimes 

against humanity during the Gaddafi regime and the Libyan 

Revolution, according to HRW. 
 

Abdurrahim el-Keeb, the incoming prime minister of Libya, 

will announce his cabinet “in coming days”, according to 

Reuters. Many of those who fought to oust Gaddafi are 

allegedly seeking political positions in the new government, 

the article reports. In a separate Reuters article, one militia 

leader threatened to stage a coup if the new government fails 

to meet demands. It is unclear whether the threat is credible, 

but according to the article, the nature of the threat is symbolic 

of the lack of unity across Libya. Disarming militias is critical 

to maintaining a stable government, the Reuters article reports.   
 

Morocco 

On 16 November, Morocco recalled its ambassador to Syria, 

according to Magharebia. Pro-Assad demonstrators attacked 

the Moroccan embassy in Damascus. 

A parliamentary election is scheduled for 25 November, 

according to the Institute for War and Peace Reporting 

(IWPR). The 20 February movement, which has been leading 

protests since that date this year, intend to boycott the 

elections. The movement has received criticism for not having 

“a coherent set of demands”, according to IWPR. Despite 

constitutional reform in July 2011, the king remains in control 

of the armed forces, foreign policy and the judiciary. Reuters 

provides a detailed timeline of Morocco’s reform process 

under the current King Mohammed VI. 
 

South Sudan 

According to Kenya’s Daily Nation, President Salva Kiir of 

South Sudan met with Kenyan President Kibaki to discuss the 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). Conflicts in in 

Abyei, South Kordofan/Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile States 

remain unresolved for the CPA. 
 

Tunisia 
Rached Ghannouchi, co-founder of Tunisian Islamist party 

Ennahda, travelled to Algeria on 19 November to discuss 

Tunisian-Algerian relations, according to Tunisia Live. 

Governance & Rule of  Law             Melodee M. Baines ► Melodee.Baines@cimicweb.org 
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Ghannouchi said his party is working to combine Islam and 

modernity and to distance Islamism from concepts like 

terrorism, extremism and anti-democracy sentiment. 

According to the article, Ghannouchi also stated that he 

opposes sovereignty for Western Sahara. Algeria supports 

Western Saharan independence. 

Humanitarian Affairs                                                       Angelia Sanders ► Angelia.Sanders@cimicweb.org 

Europe and North Africa 

T 
he German Federal Government Commissioner for 

Human Rights Policy and Humanitarian Aid visited 

Tunisia and Egypt from 13 to 18 November. The 

intention of the trip was to gain more understanding of the 

political and human rights situation in the two countries, 

reports Modern Ghana. The European Commission’s 

Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) 

added EUR 10 million to an existing EUR 45 million 

humanitarian fund established this year for the Sahel region. 

The additional funds will be used to assist those facing a food 

crisis in Niger, Chad, Mali and Mauritania.  
 

On 18 November, the European Union (EU) launched a new 

policy on migration and mobility called ‘Global Approach to 

Migration and Mobility’. The new policy will “favour a more 

migrant-centred approach, empowering migrants and 

strengthening their rights in countries of origin, transit and 

destination.” Mobility partnerships will be offered to Tunisia, 

Morocco and Egypt in an effort to create a “framework for 

dialogue and cooperation”.  
 

Egypt 

Al Masry al Youm reports that sources from the Egyptian 

Social Solidarity Ministry have reported that the ministry is 

finalizing amendments to NGO Law 48/2002. The 

amendments aim to control foreign funding and would impose 

fines of up to one year on people convicted of receiving illegal 

foreign funds. The Arabic Program for Human Rights 

Activists (APHRA) criticised a court order which allows a 

probe into the bank accounts of 36 Egyptian human rights 

activists, reports Daily News Egypt. In a resolution passed on 

17 November, the EU parliament called for the immediate 

release of Egyptian blogger Alaa Abd El-Fattah and an end to 

military trials of civilians. The New Generation Foundation for 

Human Rights said on 17 November that 600 African migrants 

who had been held captive in the Sinai by Bedouin tribesmen 

were released in response to a CNN report on the issue (see 

CFC Mediterranean Basin Review, 08 November 2011).   
 

Libya 

Magharebia reports that the European Commission (EC) will 

provide an additional EUR 500,000 to assist Libya with the 

clearance of unexploded ordnance and booby traps throughout 

the country. The new funds will bring the total amount of 

funds provided for the operation to almost EUR 2 million. The 

United Nations General Assembly voted overwhelmingly on 

18 November to reinstate Libya’s membership into the Human 

Rights Council, reports the Associated Press (AP). Ma’an 

News Agency reports that a Palestinian human rights group 

began a fact-finding mission in Libya on 17 November. The 

group, which also includes experts from Sudan, Morocco and 

Sweden, was tasked with investigating abuses perpetrated by 

Moammar Gaddafi, NATO forces and the new Libyan 

government. Libya’s prime minister promised a fair trial for 

Moammar Gaddafi’s son, Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, who was 

captured in the southern desert town of Obari, reports Al 

Jazeera. Many Libyans want Saif to be tried in Libya and 

believe he knows the location of billions of dollars of public 

money taken by the Gaddafi family. Amnesty International 

and Human Rights Watch have called on the Libyan 

government to transfer Saif to the International Criminal Court 

(ICC). 

Morocco 

Twenty-four Saharawi human rights defenders and prisoners 

of conscience have been on hunger strike since 31 October, 

reports South African Pambazuka News. They have been 

imprisoned for one year and have yet to appear before a 

Moroccan court-martial. 

Criminal Activity in the Sahel 

A 
ccording to the Nigerian Tribune, the Government of 

Algeria announced that it had acquired credible 

information that Boko Haram is linked to al Qaeda in 

the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). On 16 and 17 November, 

security experts from Sahel countries met in Algiers as a part 

of the Global Forum on Anti-terrorism (also called Global 

Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF)) to discuss the issue of 

terrorism in the Sahel region, according to the Christian 

Science Monitor. Agence France Presse (AFP) reports that 

approximately 150 experts from 30 countries attended the 

international security conference. In addition, Magharebia 

reports that the foreign ministers of Algeria, Mali, Mauritania 

and Niger will meet with the foreign ministers of Nigeria, 

Burkina Faso and Chad in Nouakchott in December to assess 

the security situation in the Sahel and West Africa region. The 
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Algeria 

A 
fter 30 years of construction, the Algiers Metro is 

finally open and operational, reports Magharebia. The 

new metro system has created over 500 jobs for 

Algerians and provides dependable transportation from the 

Grand Post Office to Hai El Badr in the capital city of Algiers, 

approximately 8.5 kilometres in length. 
 

Egypt 

In Alexandria, a beach front wall contains religiously-

conservative graffiti, saying “Would you accept this for your 

sister?” and “Be in fear of God” reports Reuters. According to 

the article, Salafists (ultra-conservative Islamists) have 

overcome their aversion to politics and seek a voice in the 

future of Egypt. The Salafists in Alexandria see a complete 

meeting will include a discussion on the link between AQIM 

and Boko Haram. The Christian Science Monitor reports that 

major issues of concern to Sahel states include unsecured 

weapons, AQIM, drug smuggling, kidnapping, and the threat 

of rebellion by fighters returning from Libya.  
 

In New York State, Malian national Oumar Issa pleaded guilty 

to trafficking cocaine in order to support AQIM and Fuerzas 

Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) activities, 

according to AFP. FARC is the longest standing guerrilla 

group in the western hemisphere and the biggest irregular 

guerrilla army in Colombia. 
 

Egypt 

On 21 November approximately 3,000 protestors demonstrated 

at Tahrir Square in downtown Cairo, according to MSNBC. At 

least 22 people died and as many as 1,750 have been wounded 

since 19 November. There were also demonstrations elsewhere 

in Egypt, in Alexandria, Ismailia, Suez and al Arish in the 

Sinai Peninsula. These are the longest continuous 

demonstrations since former President Hosni Mubarak 

resigned in February 2011. The protesters are demanding a 

faster transition that includes presidential elections sooner than 

2013. 
 

In Sinai, members of an al Qaeda-inspired militant group 

wounded one policeman and killed another on 21 November, 

according to the Washington Post. 
 

Libya 

According to al Ahram, there is still a “large following” of pro

-Gaddafi supporters in Libya. There is also resistance among 

interim leaders to engage with members of the former regime, 

which threatens to derail negotiations. Reuters reports that 

armed militias in Libya are assuming the role of “pseudo-

police force”. Their security duties include setting up 

checkpoints, directing traffic, making arrests and securing oil 

fields. The motivation for the former rebels varies. Some of the 

fighters expressed concern about a pro-Gaddafi insurgency, 

while others claimed to have been paid by their commanders. 

All of the fighters said they are loyal to the interim 

government, the National Transitional Council (NTC); 

however, according to the article, the militias may want to 

obtain political power over the NTC.  
 

On 17 November, approximately 150 military officers 

announced the re-establishment of the Libyan army, according 

to Magharebia. However, according to Reuters, the army is 

still not formed and “most former rebels have not disbanded”. 

Magharebia reports that the group of military officers also 

named Major General Khalifa Heftah commander-in-chief of 

the national army, though Reuters reports that the nomination 

is premature.  
 

According to AFP, there is no clear evidence that extremist 

groups in North Africa and the Sahel have obtained 

MANPADS (shoulder-launched air defence missiles), though 

there continue to be concerns about terrorist organisations 

obtaining unsecured weapons from the Libya conflict. The 

Telegraph reports that British chemical warfare specialists will 

participate in international teams to destroy the weapons of 

mass destruction. 
 

The Guardian reports that Libyan Sami al-Saadi, a Gaddafi 

opponent, claims the UK Secret Intelligence Service MI6 

played a role in his rendition, along with his family, to Tripoli 

during the Gaddafi regime. Al-Saadi claims he and his family 

were tortured after returning to Libya. The accusation comes 

amid the Gibson inquiry, an investigation into the involvement 

of the UK in rendition and torture since 11 September 2001. 

According to the article, other Libyans, including Abdelhakim 

Belhaj (the current military commander in Tripoli), are also 

considering initiating proceedings. 
 

On 16 November, think tank Consultancy Africa Intelligence 

(CAI) published a report on mercenary activity in the 21st 

century, asserting that the use of mercenaries is increasing. 

During the Libyan revolution, unsubstantiated reports emerged 

that Gaddafi was using mercenaries. Based on international 

law, the report defines a mercenary as anyone participating “in 

hostilities for private gain…who is not a national or resident of 

any part of the conflict.” 
 

Morocco 

Moroccans report feeling more vulnerable to crime. Moroccan 

MP Abdellah Abdellaoui attributes a perceived rise in 

criminality to “the lack of security” and poverty, according to 

Magharebia. However, the article reports that there is 

disagreement about the severity of the situation. Minister of 

Parliamentary Relations Driss Lachguer stated that “Morocco 

is stable and safe.” 

 

Sudan 

A new alliance called Sudan Revolutionary Front (SRF) 

emerged in Sudan this month. The SRF comprises military 

forces from Darfur, South Kordofan and the Blue Nile, 

according to Sudan Tribune. Other rebel movements applied 

for membership to the alliance. The stated goal of the alliance 

is to overthrow the current government. Head of the United 

Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations Herve 

Ladsous told the United Nations Security Council that the SRF 

is “counterproductive”. 

Socio-cultural Development                                             Linda Lavender ► Linda.Lavender@cimicweb.org 
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Pilot NATO Cultural Property Protection Course 

 

Who?   NATO Allied Command Transformation (ACT), the International Military Cultural Resources Working Group (IMCURWG) 

  and the Austrian National Defense Academy (NDA) 

 

What?  Pilot NATO Cultural Property Protection Course 

 

For whom? Military and non-military personnel involved with Cultural Property Protection activities 

 

When & Where? Deadline to register is 09 November.  

  The event is from 29 November - 02 December 2011, Austrian National Defense Academy, Vienna, Austria 

 

Contact Details: CDR Michael Hallett, e-mail: Michael.Hallett@act.nato.int, to register submit your name, organizational affiliation and a short 

  description of your interest in the course to Captain Smutek-Narath (lvak.ihsw.3@bmlvs.gv.at Austrian National Defense 

  Academy) 
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commitment to Islamic law. 
 

Al Masry al Youm reports that the Egyptian Journalist 

Syndicate denounced alleged police assaults on journalists, 

photographers and other media members during the downtown 

Cairo protests. The board of the Syndicate reiterated their right 

to cover news without being assaulted, reports the article. 
 

Mauritania 

According to Magharebia, Mauritanian parents living in Spain 

were found guilty in a Spanish court of coercing their 

underage daughter to wed her 40-year-old cousin. In 2007, the 

daughter was 14-years-old when betrothed to the cousin. The 

article explains that the case has garnered worldwide attention 

when what began as a legal matter has grown to represent a 

debate on traditional and cultural differences. 
 

Morocco 

Social media are playing a larger role in political messaging to 

the public, reports Magharebia. Social media have quickly 

become a part of the political landscape within Morocco. 

According to the article, Morocco has more than two million 

Internet subscribers, 13 million Internet users and 35 million 

mobile phone customers out of a population of almost 32 

million. 
 

Tunisia 

Ennahda candidate Souad Abderrahim received strong 

reactions to recent comments that called single mothers are “a 

disgrace to Tunisian society”, reports Magharebia. The 

comments raised activist and blogger concerns over Ennahda’s 

true political agenda. According to the article, the Islamist 

party has stated their commitment to democracy and women’s 

rights. 
 

According to Magharebia, a number of cases have been 

reported by women’s rights defenders on Tunisian college 

campuses that are seen as targeting female colleagues’ 

physical and moral sanctity. Students have reported 

unwelcome changes to the academic environment and one 

female student reported that “The number of Salafists has 

increased at our university… We now see strange things 

unknown to our society and they even went as far as 

demanding to divide the university cafeteria into male and 

female sections”. 
 

Magharebia also reports that the Tunisian Association of 

Amazigh Culture (ATCA) will petition the new Constituent 

Assembly for official recognition. According to an earlier 

Magharebia report in August 2011, the Amazighs, an ethnic 

group present across North Africa also known as Berbers, 

comprise approximately 100,000 citizens in Tunisia and 

predate the Arabs in North Africa. The August article states 

that the association seeks to rehabilitate their history by 

reviving their heritage and culture. Eventually they hope to be 

included on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) World Heritage list. 

SUBMIT A REQUEST 

FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

CimicWeb account holders can submit RFIs to 
the CFC. These may concern the sectors ad-
dressed in this newsletter or other topics rele-
vant to the Mediterranean Basin, including Lib-
ya, or our other focus areas. To submit an RFI, 
fill out the request form by clicking here. 
 

Have a colleague who is interested in submitting 
an RFI? Tell him/her to request a CimicWeb 
account by clicking here. 
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