
explains that Libya and Syria experienced the 

worst of the financial losses while Saudi 

Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Kuwait‟s 

GDP grew due to higher oil prices.  
 

The Guardian reports that the EU, the world‟s 

largest donor of official development aid, has 

adopted a new development policy that places 

a greater focus on human rights, governance 

and democracy when providing foreign aid. 

EU Commissioner for development stated that 

“human rights and democracy were guarantors 

that economic development was sustainable”. 
 

Business Wire reports that North Africa and 

the Middle East must create 40 million jobs 

over the next ten years in order to keep pace 

with its youth bulge. Socially-responsible 

lending, such as microfinance, is seen as the 

best way to meet this challenge. The African 

Development Bank (AfDB) has released a 

new publication, “Islamic Banking and 

Finance in North Africa”, which assesses the 

state of Islamic banking in North Africa and 

considers the future potential of Islamic 

finance.  
 

The Sudan Tribune reports that the Sudanese 

president, Omer Al-Bashir, acknowledged that 

his country‟s economy has been hurt by the 

loss of 75% of its oil revenues as a result of 

the independence of South Sudan earlier this 

year. According to the article, public 

discontent is reported to be growing and there 

have been reports of sporadic small protests. 
 

Libya 

Times of Malta reports that an agreement has 

been reached with Libyan civil aviation 

authorities which will allow commercial and 

humanitarian flights to operate on specific 

international and domestic routes to Benghazi, 

Libya without the need for NATO clearance. 

According to Reuters, British Airways has 

A 
ccording to the Guardian, former 

Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak‟s 

two sons have an estimated USD 340 

million in Swiss bank accounts. Switzerland 

has frozen the assets of the Mubarak family.  

One of the sons, Alaa, is being investigated for 

possible money laundering.  
 

Magharebia reports that the assets of former 

Tunisian president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 

and his extended family will also be 

liquidated; reverting back into Tunisian state 

accounts. According to the report, 100 

economic entities can be traced back to Ben 

Ali and his family. The European Union (EU), 

has allocated EUR 4 billion in loans and 

grants to Tunisia to assist the country in their 

economic recovery, according to Reuters. 
 

Al Masry al Youm reports that USD 11 billion 

has been allocated by the Egyptian Finance 

Ministry to other government ministries to buy 

wheat from local farmers. According to the 

article, Egypt‟s strategic reserves of wheat are 

enough to meet demands for only six months.  

Reuters reports that French wheat sales to 

Morocco will be halved in the 2011/2012 

season due to anticipated lower crop yields. 

Exports of wheat to Algeria will also decline 

slightly. Jean-Pierre Langlois-Berthelot, 

chairman of France Export Céréales, also told 

Reuters that decreased exports will impact the 

Maghreb region. Langlois-Berthelot predicted 

that Russia would step in to fill France‟s 

wheat export shortfall and would become a 

player in Maghreb markets.  
 

The strategic political advisory consulting 

firm Geopolicity released an analysis that 

shows Libya, Syria, Egypt, Tunisia, Yemen 

and Bahrain collectively lost a total of USD 

20.6 billion of combined national revenues as 

a result of the 2011 uprisings that swept the 

region. In a summary of the report, Reuters 
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stated that the company will not resume operations to Libya 

before the NATO no-fly zone, which is currently still in place, 

is lifted.  
 

Benghazi-based oil company, Agoco, told 

Reuters that the pumping of crude oil in 

two Libyan oil fields will be delayed a few 

days due to damaged pipelines. Libyan 

workers at Waha Oil firm are striking over 

demands that their managers, whom they accuse of 

cooperating with pro-Gaddafi forces during the conflict, are 

removed. Reuters reports that the National Oil Corporation 

(NOC) will retain its senior management for the foreseeable 

future as it continues to struggle to resume pre-conflict 

production levels.  

 

According to Business Today Egypt, 

Libyan reconstruction is expected to lead 

to an increase in demand for Egyptian 

labour given Egypt‟s geographical 

proximity, language and similar cultural 

background. The Daily Star reports that on 

12 October almost 80 French companies 

met with Libyan ministers, officials and company executives 

to plan reconstruction efforts. Jordan also sent a delegation of 

business leaders and officials to Libya to support 

reconstruction, according to the Jordan Times.  

SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
 

In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North Afri-
ca generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters.  Please send your 
recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

Governance & Rule of  Law                                                       Linda Lavender ► Linda.Lavender@cimicweb.org 

Tunisia 

T 
housands took to the streets in Tunisia in support of a 

free press, secular state, and a non-repressive 

government, reports CBS News. The demonstration is 

in response to recent protests and violence by what some 

media have labelled “Islamist extremists”. According to an 

article in Campaigns & Elections magazine, tensions are high 

in Tunisia, as citizens will vote 23 October to elect a 217- 

member Constituent Assembly charged with writing Tunisia‟s 

constitution (see CFC report on Constitutional Reform). 

According to the article, the Islamist Ennahda party is 

expected to win the largest share of the votes, alarming 

secularists who have historically held power in Tunisia.  
 

Egypt 

The Ministry of Finance (MoF), Hazem el-Beblawi, resigned 

in protest over the recent violence against Coptic Christians, 

according to the New York Times. The resignation of Beblawi 

comes as he was renegotiating a loan from the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) for Egypt. According to Pan African 

News Agency (PANA), Egypt‟s military leader rejected 

Beblawi‟s resignation and the finance minister resumed his 

work for the government. 
 

Al Masry al Youm reports that the first day of registration for 

candidate applications in the upcoming parliamentary elections 

resulted in 1,325 nominees. Ninety-seven nominees submitted 

applications for the Shura Council elections, and 1,228 

submitted applications for the People‟s Assembly. According 

to a Bikya Masr article, 60 former National Democratic Party 

(NDP) members have registered to run for parliament. Former 

NDP officials are registering under newly formed parties, or as 

independents.  Bikya Masr reports that the re-emergence of 

former regime politicians poses a serious challenge to 

revolutionary groups in Upper Egypt where the patronage 

systems that allowed NDP to dominate past elections is intact, 

and revolutionary groups are underfunded and weak. This 

week‟s religious unrest, however, raises concerns over whether 

elections can be safely held in Egypt, reports Daily News 

Egypt. 
 

Al Masry al Youm reports that the Muslim Brotherhood 

criticised the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) 

for not acting more quickly to pass laws that would politically 

marginalise those who were involved in the now dissolved 

NDP. The Muslim Brotherhood called on the government to 

act quickly to ensure secure upcoming elections. According to 

al Masry al Youm, the organisation went further, accusing the 

remnants of Mubarak's regime of attempting to regain control 

of parliament by bribing voters. 
 

Libya 

The Associated Press (AP) reports that the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organisation (NATO) views the seven-month bombing 

campaign in Libya as a “positive story” that reflects the 

commitment of NATO‟s European members. Secretary-

General Anders Fogh Rasmussen told AP that all 28 allies 

contributed in various ways to the operation in Libya. 

Additionally, Fogh Rasmussen urged member states to 

continue to cooperate more closely and pool resources to make 

up for shortfalls. 
 

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird pledged USD 

10 million to the National Transition Council (NTC) to fund 

weapons recovery and disarmament initiatives, reports the 

Digital Journal. This pledge comes in the face of growing 

concerns over the smuggling of Libyan weaponry from the 

country (see „Security‟ below).  
 

Al Arabiya reports that new al Qaeda leader, Ayman al-

Zawahri, is calling Libyan fighters to establish an Islamic state 

in Libya and also urged Algerians to revolt against their 

government. According to the article, in his address to Libyans 

the al Qaeda leader said, “The first thing that this NATO will 

ask of you is to relinquish your Islam”. 
 

Mauritania 

An anticipated agreement between Mauritania‟s government 

and opposition groups over constitutional reforms is close to 

An agreement has been reached with 

Libyan civil aviation authorities. 
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completion, reports Middle East Online. The parties have 

agreed to several key reforms that will be submitted for 

constitutional referendum.  According to the report, the key 

detail to the agreement is “a prime minister with more powers 

who becomes head of the government and answers to 

parliament”. Additionally, the deal will “ban a lawmaker from 

jumping parties during his tenure or from running as an 

independent”. The Middle East Online article indicates that the 

new constitution is expected to strengthen existing legislation 

criminalizing slavery and protect the country‟s diverse 

cultures.  
 

Morocco 

The Magharebia reports that a Moroccan appellate court has 

postponed the trial of al Massae editor Rachid Nini until 18 

October. Nini was convicted in June 2011 of publishing 

information that allegedly slandered state institutions. 

Humanitarian Affairs                                                       Angelia Sanders ► Angelia.Sanders@cimicweb.org 

I 
n a report by the Centre for Human Rights and 

Humanitarian Law, acknowledgement is given to Italy‟s 

difficult situation of having to respond to a high influx of 

asylum-seekers.  Italy must address these asylum-seekers 

while also making efforts to ensure that  European Union (EU) 

and United Nations (UN) international human rights laws 

pertaining to potential refugees are followed.    
 

According to Al Jazeera, a mistrial has been declared in the 

case of Egyptian blogger Maikel Nabil, who received a guilty 

verdict. The case, which has gained international attention and 

appeals of mercy from Amnesty International, will be retried 

before a military court on 18 October. Amnesty International 

has reported that Maikel has been on hunger strike for 52 days 

after being sentenced to three years in prison for criticising the 

Egyptian military‟s use of force against peaceful protesters. 

Freedom of the press in other parts of North Africa is also 

receiving attention. The non-governmental organisation 

(NGO), Reporters Without Borders (RSF), has opened a 

permanent office in Tunisia in efforts to help Tunisian 

journalists build an independent media. 
 

Libya 

Reuters reports that the emergency relief 

fund which was established in a Qatari 

account by foreign donors in order to 

circumvent sanctions on Libya, has reached 

USD 500 million. Some of the funds were 

used to help anti-Gaddafi forces and, to 

date, only USD 130 million has been spent.  

The account manager, Mazin Ramadan, has said that the fund 

will no longer provide emergency cash, but will now be 

invested in long-term infrastructure and civil society 

development.  
 

The Amnesty International report, “Detention Abuses Staining 

the New Libya”, documents patterns of abuse and ill-treatment 

of captured pro-Gaddafi soldiers, loyalists and suspected 

mercenaries. The report also states that detainees are often held 

by local councils, local military council or armed brigades 

without supervision by the Ministry of Justice. Reuters reports 

that there are up to 7,000 prisoners being held in what are 

believed to be 67 makeshift detention centres.  Reuters also 

reports that Sirte residents have accused National Transition 

Council (NTC) forces of taking revenge on the city‟s 

population because of resident support for Gaddafi. Homes, 

shops and public buildings have been looted and damaged. 
 

Twenty-five corpses were discovered on 12 October by NTC 

forces in the city of Sirte. Five of the bodies shown to Reuters‟ 

reporters wore civilian clothing and appeared to have been 

executed.  A secret morgue has been discovered in Tripoli‟s 

main hospital. Seventeen bodies were found inside the morgue 

showing signs of execution. The bodies are believed to date 

back to 1984. Reuters also reports that mobile phones are now 

being used as a key form of evidence in finding missing 

people, identifying bodies, and identifying a victim‟s killer. 

According to Reuters, “Gaddafi soldiers often stole mobile 

phones from those they killed or transferred the balancing 

minutes to their own numbers.” 
 

The International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC) evacuated 25 war wounded 

and other patients from Ibn Sina Hospital in 

Sirte, which has been partially destroyed 

and is not operational. Patrick Schwaerzler, 

the ICRC delegate in charge of the 

evacuations reports that “the situation inside 

the hospital is very chaotic and distressing.” 

The Times of Malta reported that the EU‟s border agency, 

Frontex, warned Malta to expect high numbers of irregular 

migrants coming from Libya. Frontex stated that the increase 

was due to the NTC‟s preoccupation with other priorities and 

the suspension of joint Italian-Libyan patrols off the central 

Mediterranean route. The International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) reports that they have treated more than 

1,000 migrants for scabies infection at the Salloum border 

crossing between Libya and Egypt.  

“The situation inside the hospital 

is very chaotic and distressing.” 

Patrick Schwaerzler, ICRC 

Security                                                                     Melodee M. Baines ►  melodee.baines@cimicweb.org 

Sahel-Saharan Region 

B 
loomberg reports that concern about missing weapons 

in Libya has resulted in recovery assistance from the 

US Department of State, which has provided a group 

of 15 specialists, according to the Washington Post. The 

number of persons is expected to increase to 50, as the United 

States has allocated USD 30 million towards the recovery. 

Most of the missing weapons, the Washington Post reports, are 

Soviet-made SA-7 Strela (Arrow) or SAM-7s with infrared 

homing capability. According to another article by the 

Washington Post, Egyptian security officers claimed to have 

seized surface-to-air missiles originating from Libya during an 

attempted smuggling through the Sinai Peninsula into Gaza. 
 

According to Magharebia, al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM) is using landmines to control the Wagadou Forest 
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area in Mali. Elsewhere in Mali, according to a Malian security 

source, as reported by Radio Free Europe, Tuaregs (Libyan 

nationals of Malian origins) arrived in Mali on 15 October 

with weapons. United Nations Special Envoy to West Africa, 

Said Djinnit, expressed concern over the repatriation of 

fighters and increased insecurity within northern Mali. 
 

Between 10 and 12 October, security experts from the 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), as 

well as representatives from Algeria, Mauritania, and Morocco 

met to discuss efforts to combat money laundering and the 

financing of terrorism in the region, reports Magharebia. The 

article further reports that Swiss Ambassador to Senegal 

Muriel Berset Kohen stated that Maghreb and West African 

countries need to unify efforts to combat the funding of 

terrorism in the Sahel-Saharan region. 
 

Nigerien security services report that vehicles from the Sahel, 

containing narcotics, travel to the border with Chad. The 

vehicles then return with weapons, according to Algerian news 

source Ennahar. The weapons allegedly originate in Libya. 

Ennahar reports that bands of traffickers and smugglers of 

cigarettes, drugs, other contraband and human beings are 

linked, and these groups may be involved in the sale of 

weapons to AQIM. 
 

Associated Press (AP) reports on a new form 

of terrorism called „freelance jihadism‟ 

characterised by „lone-wolf plots‟ and „small 

home-grown cells‟. According to the AP 

article, these single cells are different from 

coherent terror networks like al Qaeda and 

have been appearing in Morocco and Egypt. 

The World Tribune reports that Moroccan 

police dismantled a cell operating in Casablanca and Salé 

linked to al Qaeda. In other AQIM news, reports continue to 

emerge about the link between Nigerian extremist group Boko 

Haram and AQIM, according to pan-African press agency 

Africa Report. 
 

Protestors attacked the headquarters of local newspaper 

Akhbar al Youm in Casablanca, Morocco on 09 October, 

according to the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network 

(ANHRI). The demonstrations were sparked by objectionable 

newspaper coverage of the „20 February Movement‟, a youth 

organisation seeking political and social reform in Morocco.  
 

Sudan 

The government of Sudan reduced the security budget for the 

coming year, according to Reuters. In other news, unknown 

attackers targeted a group of peacekeepers working with the 

United Nations African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), 

killing at least three near the Zam Zam internally-displaced 

persons (IDP) camp. 
 

Libya 

The cities of Bani Walid and Sirte are among the last 

remaining pro-Gaddafi strongholds in Libya, according to 

BBC. National Transition Council (NTC) forces entered Bani 

Walid on 17 October, and the Guardian reports NTC flags 

were raised over “key institutions” within the city. Al Jazeera 

reports that NTC fighters claim to be in control of 60% of Bani 

Walid as of 17 October. As many as 1,500 Gaddafi loyalists 

are thought to be resisting NTC fighters in Bani Walid. 

However, according to the Guardian, senior members of the 

Warfalla tribe, residing in Bani Walid, offered conditional 

recognition of the NTC. The Warfalla tribe comprise 15% of 

Libya‟s total population, according to the Guardian article. 

Reuters reports that the traditionally pro-Gaddafi Warfalla 

tribe are considered to be the most influential politically in 

Libya. 
 

According to BBC, there have been reports of looting and theft 

by NTC fighters within Sirte. Meanwhile pro-Gaddafi snipers 

in Sirte are delaying the advance of NTC fighters, according to 

an al Jazeera article. NTC officials stated that the capture of 

Sirte would allow for the provisional government to declare 

Libya „liberated‟, signalling NTC control over all of the ports 

and harbours of the country, reports Voice of America (VOA). 
 

Reports of looting and acts of vengeance by members of a 

militia emerged from Misrata, reports National Public Radio 

(NPR). According to NPR, in recent days, 

“wherever the Misrata fighters have gone, 

destruction has followed”. According to the 

NPR article, deputy head of the Misrata 

Council, Saddiq al-Badi, stated that 

destruction is not the policy of the Misrata 

militia, but rather the acts of “individual 

fighters”. He went on to say that the 

checkpoints around Misrata are the result of security concerns 

over Gaddafi loyalists entering the city to “cause trouble”. 
 

Fighting broke out in Tripoli on 14 October between Gaddafi 

loyalists and anti-Gaddafi forces, according to Bloomberg. The 

article reports the violence is the first major fighting in the 

capital since the NTC takeover in August 2011. The Los 

Angeles Times reports that the violence resulted from Gaddafi 

loyalists allegedly raising a Gaddafi regime green flag in the 

Gaddafi stronghold neighbourhood of Abu Salim. According 

to the New York Times (NYT), at least seven were arrested, 

including one in possession of a rocket-propelled grenade 

launcher. 
 

In other news, guerrilla attacks could interfere with rebuilding 

efforts in Libya, according to Reuters. A “determined guerrilla 

campaign” could keep foreign oil workers from resuming work 

and would complicate the resumption of business. According 

to the Reuters article, insurance premiums for conducting 

business in Libya are high. The south western oil-rich town of 

Fezzan is considered to be the highest-risk area in part because 

of roaming militias.  
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loomberg reports that Egyptian authorities authorised a 

fact-finding committee to investigate recent clashes 

between Coptic Christian protestors and government 

forces. The UN affiliated-Integrated Regional Information 

Network (IRIN) reports the clash left 26 dead and hundreds 

injured. The Coptic Christians (Copts) were protesting a 01 
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October attack on a church in the southern Egyptian province 

of Aswan. According to a BBC News article, Copts assign 

blame for the desecration of the church to Muslim radicals. 

Conflicting stories about who is responsible for the deaths 

have emerged in recent days, reports a Christian Science 

Monitor (CSM) article. Government officials are portraying the 

events as a clash with violent protesters. However, the CSM 

reports that protesters indicate their demonstration was 

peaceful until they were attacked by security forces.  
 

In efforts to address religious tensions within 

Egypt, a 28-year-old Egyptian banker has 

suggested forming small groups  of Muslims 

and Christians within Cairo neighbourhoods, 

to protect local churches from attacks, reports 

al Masry al Youm. The initiative seeks to 

provide opportunities for Christians and 

Muslims to work together toward mutual 

tolerance.  A member of one small group told 

al Masry al Youm: “Both Copts and Muslims should 

collaborate in setting up social development projects that 

provide better services to the poor without religious 

discrimination. These projects will teach Egyptians to unite.”  
 

Al Masry al Youm also reported that hundreds of Christian and 

Muslim protestors marched peacefully together in Cairo after 

Friday prayers, protesting against the use of violence by the 

military. The protestors chanted “Muslims and Christians are 

one hand” according to the article. Al Masry al Youm reports 

they also chanted against the military‟s reported use of 

violence in response to Coptic protesters on 09 October. 
 

In Tunisia, the New York Times reports that thousands of 

protestors took to the streets responding to the television 

broadcast of the animated film “Persepolis” (see CFC 

Mediterranean Basin Review, 11 Oct 2011). Islamists claim 

that the film is blasphemous, as it includes a depiction of God. 

A Radio Netherlands Worldwide article reports that the 

protestors were largely conservative Muslim Salafists. 

Thousands of other protestors marched in Tunisia supporting a 

secular state that protects the freedom of the press, reports the 

Associated Press (AP). Tensions are running high within the 

country in anticipation of a 23 October vote, in which citizens 

will elect the assembly charged with writing the country‟s new 

constitution. According to the AP, protestors were escorted by 

police.  Carrying banners saying “Give me liberty”, the 

marchers also expressed their opposition to violence, 

extremism and state repression. 
 

An exhibit opening in Morocco shows how Arab art 

foreshadowed revolution, says the New York Times. According 

to the article, the work of local Arab artists exhibited at the 

Marrakech Art Fair clearly depicted the potential for 

revolution in their prospective countries long before unrest 

broke out. The exhibit‟s curator, Barhim 

Alaoui, says that current events have caught 

up with art. The New York Times reports that 

the artwork focuses on issues such as 

freedom of speech, social justice and 

emancipation. One Tunisian artist stated that 

even the arts were politicised under the 

former government which closely regulated 

what artists were allowed to produce.  
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The North Africa Oil & Gas Summit (NAOGS) 
 

Who?   The Energy Exchange & REPSOL (http://www.theenergyexchange.co.uk/north-africa-oil--gas-summit-2011/s13/a204/) 
 

What?  The North Africa Oil & Gas Summit  
 

For whom? Key decision makers from regional international oil companies (IOCs) and national oil companies (NOCs) and those interested 

  in issues of crucial importance for the future of the North Africa region 
 

When & Where? From 25—27 October 2011, Meliá Castilla, Capitán Haya, 43 Madrid, SPAIN 
 

Contact Details: Sladjana Franovic, Conference Manager at +44 (0)207 067 1800 or s.franovic@theenergyexchange.co.uk 

MEDITERRANEAN BASIN NOTICE BOARD 

SUBMIT A REQUEST 

FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

CimicWeb account holders can submit RFIs to 
the CFC. These may concern the sectors ad-
dressed in this newsletter or other topics rele-
vant to the Mediterranean Basin, including Lib-
ya, or our other focus areas. To submit an RFI, 
fill out the request form by clicking here. 
 

Have a colleague who is interested in submitting 
an RFI? Tell him/her to request a CimicWeb 
account by clicking here. 
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