
the financial crisis began in 2008.  

 

Malta 

Bellona reports that Malta may soon be the 

first country in the world to operate on carbon 

negative energy. The Norwegian energy com-

pany Sargas presented plans to build a new 

power plant with Carbon Capture and Storage 

(CCS) technology in Malta. 

 

Libya 

According to the National, Libya lost much of 

its foreign work force when fighting began in 

the country. Now authorities must balance a 

need to control migration while also working 

to bring back foreign labour. The lack of 

workers has caused commerce to slow and 

living costs to increase. Magharebia reports 

that Benghazi workers from the healthcare, 

media and naval sectors have staged protests 

over administrative corruption and poor work-

ing conditions. 

 

The Tripoli Post reports that Jordan is interest-

ed in assisting Libya with its reconstruction 

efforts, through the provision of expertise in 

the sectors of health, pharmaceuticals, food 

industries, and education.  

 

Tunisia 

Magharebia reports that the International 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(IBRD) allocated USD 16 million to Tunisia 

to be used for natural resource development 

projects. Magharebia further reports that the 

Central Bank of Tunisia (BCT) warned the 

new government to accelerate the new govern-

ment’s formation in order to alleviate concern 

among local and foreign investors. 

 

Sudan 

Voice of America (VOA) reports that Sudan 

denied media reports it was blocking South 

T 
he Islamic Development Bank (IDB), a 

multilateral lender, approved a record 

USD 4.2 billion in financing for pro-

jects around the world in 2011, reports Bloom-

berg. Of these funds, Mauritania received 

USD 105 million for a power-generation, 

transmission and distribution program; Moroc-

co received USD 11 million for the second 

phase of a road project; and Egypt and Tunisia 

were two of the selected countries to receive 

part of a USD 250 million grant to support a 

youth-employment program in Arab countries.  

 

According to Reuters, the political uprisings 

of 2011 have increased pressure on businesses 

and governments to raise wages in North Afri-

ca. Additionally, labour unions now have 

more freedom to operate, and workers have 

increased expectations of receiving higher 

pay. As businesses and governments work to 

pay their employees more, North African 

economies will likely suffer as a result of in-

creased production costs without an increase 

in productivity, a situation which undermines 

competitiveness, reports Reuters. In a new 

African Development Bank (AfDB) study 

titled “Poverty and Inequality in Tunisia, Mo-

rocco and Mauritania” research concludes that 

“economic growth is crucial for regional de-

velopment and poverty reduction” and that 

North African countries should promote a 

“sense of social cohesion”.    

 

According to the “Migration and Development 

Brief”, released at the fifth meeting for the 

Global Forum on Migration and Development 

(GFMD), global remittances to developing 

countries will reach USD 351 billion in 2011, 

whereas total development aid dispersed by 

major multilateral development banks, exclud-

ing the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 

reached just over USD 100 billion. Remittanc-

es have grown this year for the first time since 
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North 
Africa generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters.  Please send 
your recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

Algeria 

A 
lgeria’s Maghreb and African Affairs Minister 

Abdelkader Messahel visited Mauritania to discuss 

security in the Sahel in efforts to strengthen 

cooperation and consultation between the two countries 

regarding terrorism and organised crime, reports Magharebia. 

Terrorism analyst Hamadi Ould Dah said that Algeria is 

interested in developing a partnership programme with Sahel 

countries, including Mauritania. Ould Dah stated that in the 

past, Algeria insisted on unilateral leadership of counter-

terrorism efforts in the region at the expense of regional 

cooperation. As a result, Ould Dah commented, efforts were 

not very successful. In the past, the Algerian government has 

been reluctant to provide intelligence to the Mauritanian 

military or participate in joint exercises in the region. 

Historically Mauritania has close ties to Morocco, and 

Moroccan and Algerian relations have been strained over the 

issue of the Western Sahara. However, the ouster of Moammar 

Gaddafi has resulted in a weakening of Algeria’s traditionally 

good relations with Libya, in part because Algeria is hosting 

Gaddafi’s daughter Aisha Gaddafi. Magharebia reports that 

Algeria is engaged in creating new partnerships in the region 

because “Algeria cannot afford to remain at odds with 

Morocco, Mauritania and Libya”, said political analyst 

Mokhtar Al-Salem. Journalist Naji Mahamadou stated that 

improved relations will improve collaboration efforts to 

combat the activities of al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM). 

 

Egypt 

On 01 December, protestors marched from Mostafa Mahmoud 

mosque, located in the Mohandiseen neighbourhood of Cairo, 

to downtown Tahrir Square to honour those who lost their 

lives in the November clashes with police, reports al Masry al 

Youm. According to the article, the protestors are demanding 

expedited trials for those responsible for the killings, a 

handover of governance to civilian authorities and the end of 

military trials for civilians.  

 

Egyptian youth are disappointed with the outcome of the first 

round of parliamentary elections, according to Nobel Prize 

laureate and presidential hopeful Mohamed ElBaradei 

speaking to the Associated Press (AP). Overall voter turnout 

was 62%, reports al Jazeera. According to the Egyptian High 

Election Commission, the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and 

Justice Party won 36.6% of the 9.7 million valid votes for 

party lists. The Nour Party, which represents Salafi Islamists, 

considered more hard-line than the Muslim Brotherhood, won 

24.4%. The Telegraph reports that these results are only partial 

indicators of what the new Egyptian parliament will look like, 

as there remain two more rounds of elections, as well as run-

off elections. The new parliament will designate the 100-

member panel responsible for drafting Egypt’s new 

constitution. The concern is that the dominance of Islamist 

parties in parliament will result in a stronger religious 

influence over the new constitution than if non-Islamist parties 

dominated the drafting process, reports the Telegraph. 

ElBaradei stated that moderate Islamists need to speak up to 

reassure the Egyptian people that extreme views will not 

dominate. Other groups, including liberal youth parties, have 

not been able to form a cohesive, unified bloc in order to 

compete with Islamist groups like the Muslim Brotherhood, 

which has a positive reputation for providing important social 

services when the Egyptian state did not, according to the 

article. Al Ahram reports that Muslim Brotherhood Secretary-

General  Mahmoud Hussein stated there is no precedent in the 

history of Islam for a theocracy, and the stated goals of the 

Muslim Brotherhood are to establish a “civil state with an 

Islamic reference point”. According to CNN, Mohamed 

Ghoneim of the liberal Egyptian Bloc expects the strong 

showing for Islamists to result in increased support for secular 

candidates, who did not receive strong support initially 

because some originate from former President Hosni 

Mubarak’s National Democratic Party. 

 

According to al Ahram, Muslim Brotherhood Secretary-

General  Mahmoud Hussein declared the “ Selmy 

Communiqué” to be dead. The communiqué contained supra-

constitutional principles proposing that the authority of the 

ruling military authority  Supreme Council of the Armed 

Forces (SCAF) be enshrined in the new constitution. The 

article states that most political parties - from Islamists to 

liberals - opposed the principles on the grounds that it granted 

too much power to the SCAF. 

 

Libya 

The UN Security Council (UNSC) extended the UN Support 

Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) until 16 March 2012, according 

to Panafrica News Agency (PANA). The mission has also been 

expanded to include supporting Libya’s transitional 

government in disarming militia groups. In other news, 

nationals of Algeria and Mauritania now require visas to enter 

Libya, according to Magharebia. Currently only Tunisians 

may enter Libya without visas. The change in status may 
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Sudanese oil exports. Senior Sudanese negotiator Sabir Mo-

hamed Hassan told reporters that Sudan was taking a percent-

age of South Sudan’s oil exports until South Sudan agreed to 

pay transportation charges accrued through the use of oil pipe-

lines owned and controlled by Sudan. Since South Sudan re-

fused to pay the transportation fee at the rate that the north set, 

Sudan took the “value of fees and charges in kind” and trans-

lated it into barrels of oil. South Sudan’s chief negotiator Pa-

gan Amum called the fees “extortion” and said that the tone of 

talks between the north and south had raised the prospect of 

the two returning to conflict. VOA further reports that China is 

sending an envoy to mediate the dispute over the oil exports. 
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impair regional efforts to form a more united Maghreb, the 

area that includes Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and 

Tunisia. 

 

Mauritania 

A 02 December Magharebia article reports that protestors 

gathered in Nouakchott, the capital city of Mauritania, to 

demand reforms. While their backgrounds differed, the 

protestors were unified in their desire to address commonly-

shared grievances with the government. 

 

Morocco 

According to Voice of America (VOA), the Islamist party 

Justice and Development (PJD) won more than 25% of seats in 

the parliamentary elections on 25 November. The PJD named 

Abdelilah Benkirane as prime minister and will form a 

coalition with three secular parties. Voter turnout was 

estimated to be 30%. 

 

Tunisia 

Islamists and secularists held competing protests in Tunisia to 

address the role of Islam in the government, reports al Jazeera. 

The latest protests were sparked by conservative Islamists 

seeking the segregation of sexes in class and the right for 

women to wear the niqab. 
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G 
overnments and civil society groups across the 

Maghreb used the observance of World AIDS Day on 

01 December to raise awareness about the disease in 

the region, reports Magharebia. Morocco reported 500 new 

cases of HIV in 2010, bringing the total number of citizens 

infected with HIV to 28,000. Mauritania reported 25,000 

people living with HIV/AIDS in 2010. In Algeria, 12,000 of 

the 19,000 people living with HIV/AIDS are women. 

 

Human Rights 

Many Coptic Christians in Egypt are concerned that their 

rights will decrease under a new government led by Islamist 

groups, reports Voice of America (VOA). An Egyptian who 

chose to remain anonymous told VOA that Christians do not 

enjoy equal rights in Egypt and that discrimination was 

institutionalized under the Mubarak government. 

 

An Egyptian police officer is being investigated for allegedly 

shooting a protestor in the eye, reports the Telegraph. Egyptian 

activists say that at least sixty people have been treated in the 

hospital after being hit by rubber bullets or buckshot in their 

eyes. The Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (EIPR), a 

local human rights group, has compiled a report on what they 

consider to be an organised blinding of protestors.  

 

Migration 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) oversaw 

the process of moving 152 people from Malta to Germany, 

reports Malta Independent. The refugees who originally came 

from Somalia, Eritrea, Ethiopia and Sudan were in Libya at the 

start of the revolution. After fleeing Libya, they were granted 

international protection as asylum seekers, which made them 

eligible for resettlement. Times of Malta reports that two 

Somali men have been awarded EUR 10,000 each by the 

government as compensation for being forcibly repatriated to 

Libya from Malta after being denied the opportunity to seek 

asylum. The Maltese Constitutional Court found that the two 

men’s fundamental human rights had been violated as a result 

of their extradition to Libya, where they faced a risk of being 

subjected to torture.  

 

Libya 

The Associated Press (AP) reports that, in response to a 

released UN report detailing alleged torture of prisoners by 

forces that overthrew Gaddafi, Libya’s new leaders said that 

mistreatment was not systematic and promised to address the 

problem. The International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) continued to visit hundreds of detainees throughout 

Libya. The purpose of the visits is to monitor the conditions in 

which detainees are being held. Findings from ICRC visits are 

only discussed with the authorities concerned.  

 

International Criminal Court (ICC) investigators met with 

Libyan women on 30 November in Tripoli to discuss rapes and 

other sexual crimes that occurred during the conflict, reports 

Agence France-Presse (AFP). The ICC said that they have 

collected evidence that Gaddafi ordered mass rapes, and 

Libyan authorities purchased “Viagra-type” medicines to give 

troops as part of the official rape policy.  

 

Tunisia 

Magharebia reports that a Tunis military tribunal convicted 

former Tunisian President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali for his role 

in the 1991 “Baraket Essahel” case in which seventeen soldiers 

were tortured. Ben Ali received a five-year prison sentence in 

absentia in addition to his previous sentence of 66 years for his 

conviction for embezzlement, illegal possession of weapons 

and narcotics, and abuse of power. Ben Ali is currently exiled 

in Saudi Arabia.  

Terrorism 

A 
 Canadian Special Operations Regiment has gone to 

Mali to engage in security cooperation in response to 

the threat of al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM), which has bases in northern Mali, according to the 

Canadian National Post. Meanwhile, Malian villagers began 

speaking out about how AQIM members in Northern Mali 

eased fears and won the hearts and minds of villagers, 

according to the Associated Press (AP). Dressed as outsiders, 

AQIM members began coming to villages in Northern Mali 

approximately eighteen months ago. Each time AQIM 

members entered a village, they acted with civility and brought 
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Algeria 

A 
ccording to Dr. Abdelmalek Serrai, Algerians enjoy 

too many days off each year and this translates to a 

loss of USD 1.6 billion each year, reports Echorouk. 

Civil servants and private sector employees enjoy 137 days off 

each year, which includes weekends and official religious and 

national holidays. Additionally, Serrai asserts that Algerians 

work an average of two hours each day. 

 

Egypt 

The Telegraph reported on Twitter’s top tweets of 2011. Wael 

Ghonim, a Google marketing manager who became a symbol 

of Egypt’s Arab Spring, made the top tweet list. When he was 

released from prison after being held for twelve days, Ghonim 

tweeted: “Welcome Back Egypt”. 

 

The statue of King Tut’s grandfather has been discovered in 

the city of Luxor, reports the Telegraph. The 44-foot tall statue 

gifts and donations. The AP reports that unnamed security 

experts maintain that AQIM is financially solid and continues 

to implant in local communities, recruiting and training more 

fighters. AQIM’s ranks number 300 or more, up from 100 in 

2006. In addition, AQIM is no longer limited to Algeria, but 

spans across the Sahel from Mauritania to Mali. The article 

further reports that AQIM has mastered a so-called kidnap 

economy, which involves abducting foreigners and requesting 

ransoms. 

 

According to the Indo-Asian News Service (IANS), Algeria’s 

Department of Investigation and Security, the secret service 

agency of the country, reports that AQIM is planning more 

kidnappings in the Sahel, a region that comprises parts of 

Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Algeria, Niger, 

Nigeria, Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia and Eritrea. The article reports 

that Mauritanian nationals will conduct the kidnappings. 

 

Algeria 

Algerian authorities arrested two men in connection to the 

kidnapping of three European aid workers near the Sahrawi 

migrant camp Tindouf in Algeria, reports Magharebia. The 

kidnappings are thought to be the work of AQIM. 

 

Egypt 
According to Ahram, the private US company Combined 

Systems sold 21 tonnes of tear gas to the Egyptian 

government. Customs personnel at the Adabiya Seaport in 

Suez delayed the first portion of the shipment at the port. 

Despite Customs’ refusal to accept the first part of a three-part 

shipment, the officials were unable to prevent the acting 

Egyptian Ministry of the Interior from moving the shipment to 

a storage facility in Cairo, according to the Washington Post.  

 

Libya 
According to International Business Times (IB Times), Aisha 

Gaddafi, daughter of former dictator and recently deceased 

Moammar Gaddafi of Libya, is calling for a coup in Libya to 

topple the National Transitional Council (NTC), the interim 

ruling authority in Libya. Ms Gaddafi is currently residing in 

Algeria, and her comments allegedly angered the government 

there. 

 

In the early hours of 30 November, a Libyan gunman 

attempted to storm the border gate at Ras Jedir on the Tunisian 

side and threatened Tunisian border guards, according to 

Magharebia. The article states that “a four-wheel drive vehicle 

carrying an anti-aircraft weapon entered the commercial area 

that lies under the authority of Tunisian security and customs 

and opened heavy fire inside Tunisian territory”. As a result, 

the Tunisian government closed the border crossing. In an 

effort to preserve good relations with Tunisia, Libyan interim 

Interior Minister Fawzi Abdelali pledged to secure land 

borders, followed by airports. Tunisian border personnel at Ras 

Jedir staged a protest on 01 December in response to their 

perceived lack of security and deteriorating working 

conditions, the article reports. According to Magharebia, the 

interim Libyan government is also coordinating with the 

Algerian government on border security. 

 

According to Magharebia, Mike Smith, the Executive Director 

of the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive 

Directorate (CTED), expressed concerns about the social and 

economic consequences of the spread of arms from Libya 

among neighbouring countries. Libyan officials stated that the 

process of collecting arms from former fighters and disarming 

militia groups is “facing great difficulty”. Libyan interim 

Prime Minister Abdurrahim El Keib said that the Libyan 

government would only disarm fighters to whom the 

government could offer an alternative, such as employment. 

Meanwhile, the interim government is trying to form a national 

army that can assume the tasks currently being undertaken by 

militia groups.   

 

Mauritania 

In a raid on 22 November, authorities arrested nineteen 

suspects of a so-called Salafist jihadist group allegedly 

affiliated with AQIM, according to Magharebia. The article 

reports that AQIM has been using Mauritania as a rear base to 

recruit new fighters since approximately 2006. In other 

security news, a military parade in Nouakchott on 25 

November to commemorate the founding of the Mauritanian 

military also served as a statement to the region that the 

Mauritanian military is ready and willing to assume a leading 

role in combatting terrorism, according to a separate article 

from Magharebia. 

 

Tunisia 
According to Magharebia, Tunisian merchants are afraid to 

conduct business in Libya as a result of safety concerns about 

looting and theft by armed Libyan groups. Some Tunisian 

merchants have stopped entering Libya to trade until the 

security situation improves, according to the article. In 

addition, Tunisia’s interim President Fouad Mebazza signed 

the decree to extend the state of emergency until the end of 

2011, reports the AP. No reason was given for the extension, 
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3rd International Renewable Energy Congress (IREC) 
 

Who?   International Journal of Electrical Engineering and Transportation (IJEET), Scientific Research Publishing, Energy Conversion 

  and Management Journal 

 

What?  A forum for discussion, plenary sessions, oral sessions and poster presentations 

 

For whom? Academics, industry professionals, researchers & practitioners around the world interested in renewable energy 

 

When & Where? 20-22 December 2011, Diar Lemdina Hotel, Yasmine Hammamet, Hammamet, Tunisia 

 

Contact Details: irec.coordination@cmerp.net and www.irec.cmerp.net 

MEDITERRANEAN BASIN NOTICE BOARD 

of King Amenhotep III is composed of coloured quartzite and 

depicts the king in a standing position. 

 

Libya 

A BBC article focuses on the Tripoli underground movement 

that helped liberate the city. The article chronicles a female 

psychologist who smuggled bullets in her purse to rebels and a 

doctor who smuggled arms by boat under the cover of night.  

BBC also reports on a manager of an IT service company who 

worked to share the location of Gaddafi’s arms cache with 

NATO and anti-Gaddafi forces. 

 

According to the Washington Post, Tripoli Medical Hospital is 

home to injured Gaddafi fighters who are being protected by 

their former enemies. Free medical care and a promise of a 

safe return home are granted to these injured Gadaffi loyalists 

by the National Transitional Council (NTC) guards in efforts 

to win “hearts and minds.” 

 

The family of a British Special Air Service (SAS) pioneer who 

died in North Africa in 1941 has been allowed to travel to 

Libya to locate the soldier’s grave, reports the Telegraph. 

 

Morocco 

A large mall opened outside Casablanca, reports Associated 

Press (AP). Morocco has high unemployment, but is a 

favourite vacation destination for Europeans. Investors in the 

seaside mall anticipate 14 million visitors each year. 

 

South Sudan 

Teachers in the South Sudanese state of Lakes have been 

dismissed while others were suspended from their posts based 

on allegations by female students they were impregnated by 

their teachers, reports the Sudan Tribune. Investigations began 

after 40 girls between the ages of fifteen and seventeen 

dropped out of school because they became pregnant.  

 

Tunisia 

Magharebia reports that non-enrolled persons will be barred 

from Manouba University after recent protests by conservative 

Salafists forced the cancelling of classes. The protest focused 

on the university’s mixed classes (where women and men 

attend together) and the banning of the full face veil (called 

niqab) from the university. 

SUBMIT A REQUEST 

FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

CimicWeb account holders can submit RFIs to 
the CFC. These may concern the sectors ad-
dressed in this newsletter or other topics rele-
vant to the Mediterranean Basin, including Lib-
ya, or our other focus areas. To submit an RFI, 
fill out the request form by clicking here. 
 

Have a colleague who is interested in submitting 
an RFI? Tell him/her to request a CimicWeb 
account by clicking here. 

Manouba University, Tunis, Tunisia 

Source: Wikimedia Commons 
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