
graph reported that Russia was engaging in 

“frantic” diplomatic efforts, which involved in 

part a proposal for an interim “five-man” gov-

ernment to take over once Gaddafi exits pow-

er.  The five-man government would include 

two opposition leaders and two pro-Gaddafi 

leaders, who would then together choose the 

fifth representative. 

 

Other media reports indicate the conflict could 

continue indefinitely. The Libyan Prime Min-

ister under Gaddafi, al-Baghdadi al-

Mahmoudi, asserted that an end to the NATO 

airstrikes was a precondition for beginning 

any negotiations. A NATO spokesperson, Car-

men Romero, announced that air strikes would 

continue as long as necessary and that Gaddafi 

could not “wait us out”.  

 

Lockerbie bomber 

Former foreign minister of Libya and ambas-

sador to the United Nations, Abdul Rahman al

-Shalgham revealed that “Libyan security 

Ceasefire efforts continue  

E 
fforts continued last week to create the 

terms for a ceasefire acceptable to all 

parties. The UN Special Envoy to Lib-

ya, Abdul Elah al-Khatib went to Tripoli at-

tempting to find a political solution to end the 

civil war, as reported by Reuters.  According 

to the report, Western countries including 

France had signalled willingness to allow 

Gaddafi to remain in Libya if he were to step 

down from power. NTC leader Mustafa Abdul 

Jalil also expressed support for the idea, which 

represents a significant change in rebel policy. 

Al-Khatib had earlier visited NTC leaders in 

Benghazi and later met Mauritanian President 

and African Union head Mohamed Ould Ab-

del Aziz in Nouakchott. Al-Khatib expressed 

the need for greater cooperation with the Afri-

can Union in finding a workable political solu-

tion to the crisis. Meanwhile, the Daily Tele-
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This document provides an overview of developments in Libya from 26 July — 01 August 2011, with 

hyperlinks to source material highlighted and underlined in the text. For more information on the topics 

below or other issues pertaining to the region, please contact the members of the Med Basin Team, or visit 

our website at www.cimicweb.org. 
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Efforts to create a ceasefire acceptable to all sides continued. A possible split within the rebel 

leadership emerged after the assassination of General Abdul Fattah Younes. The National 

Transitional Council (NTC) received more aid and recognition and sold its second cargo of 

crude oil.  

“The money will be used to pay for 

„basic needs‟ such as fuel and salaries 

for public employees.” 

Referring to the decision of the UK 
to unfreeze USD 149 million in fro-

zen Libyan assets 

Above: British Foreign Secretary William Hague.  

Source: Wikimedia Commons.  
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Death of rebel commander General Younes  

O 
n 28 July, General Abdel Fattah Younes was shot and 

killed while en route to Benghazi to appear before a 

panel of judges. General Younes formerly served as 

the interior minister for the Gaddafi government since the coup 

of 1969 when Gaddafi came to power. Despite his many years 

of service in the Gaddafi administration, General Younes de-

fected and joined the Libyan rebels in their uprising in Febru-

ary of this year. Little is known about why the general was 

pulled from the front lines of fighting and summoned to Ben-

ghazi for questioning. The president of the National Transi-

tional Council (NTC), Abdul Jalil, only commented that the 

questioning involved military operations. BBC‟s Ian Pannell 

comments that “there had been rumours” that General Younes 

“had kept contacts with the Gaddafi leadership.” Al-Jazeera 

provides more detailed information, saying that a source close 

to the NTC revealed that Younes had been in contact with 

members of the Gaddafi regime, and had possibly helped to 

supply the loyalist forces with weapons. General Younes was 

not questioned before his death, and Abdul Jalil said that the 

general had been “released on his own recognizance.” 

 

The announcement of the death of General Younes was made 

on Thursday by Jalil. According to the New York Times, Jalil 

revealed that Younes was killed by an armed gang of assas-

sins. Since the announcement of the general‟s death, additional 

reports and information have emerged from members of the 

NTC. However, these reports often reveal conflicting accounts 

of the incident. On 30 July, rebel oil minister Ali Tarhouni 

released a statement arguing that General Younes was killed 

by an Islamist militia group known as the Obaida Ibn Jarrah 

Brigade. Tarhouni was also quoted by Reuters as stating that 

“his lieutenants did it.” NTC spokesman Moussa Ibrahim de-

clared that General Younes was killed specifically by al-

Qaeda, and argued that the group is one of the most powerful 

within the rebel forces, reports the BBC. Ibrahim is directly 

quoted as saying “By this act, al-Qaeda wanted to mark out its 

presence and its influence in this region. The other members of 

the NTC knew about it but could not react because they are 

terrified of al-Qaeda.”  
 

There has been much speculation on the effects that the death 

of General Younes will have 

on the unity and camaraderie 

of the rebel forces as a 

whole. Many reports argue 

that the incident may lead to 

tribal conflict and crippling 

discord based on the reaction 

to the news of Younes‟ 

death. General Younes was a 

member of the Obeidi tribe, 

one of the largest in the east-

ern part of the country. Da-

vid Kirkpatrick of the New 

York Times reports that the 

news of the general‟s death 

was met with “gunfire and 
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played a part” in the 1989 Locker-

bie bombing, but were not acting 

alone, according to the Telegraph. 

In a separate item, video footage 

from Libyan state television of 

convicted Lockerbie bomber Ab-

del Basset Ali al-Megrahi appear-

ing at a Gaddafi rally was discov-

ered and publicised by the Daily 

Telegraph. Megrahi was released 

by Scottish authorities in 2009 due 

to failing health. Mr. Megrahi was 

the only person convicted in the 

1988 bombing of Pan Am Flight 

103 over Lockerbie Scotland 

 

NTC 

The UK made three diplomatic moves last week by officially 

recognising the NTC as the legitimate government of Libya, 

expelling all remaining diplomats of the Gaddafi from the UK, 

and unfreezing USD 149 million in frozen assets to be used as 

aid for the NTC. The moves were announced in a 27 July press 

conference by British Foreign Secretary William Hague. The 

money will be used to pay for “basic needs” such as fuel and 

salaries for public employees. On 02 August, a German For-

eign Ministry spokesperson announced that a Libyan diplomat 

had been expelled. Additionally, BBC reported that the United 

States was reviewing a request by the NTC to open an embas-

sy in Washington D.C. The United States formally recognised 

the NTC on 15 July. More than 30 countries have recognised 

the NTC as the legitimate government of Libya. (See CFC 

Mediterranean Basin Review, 26 July 2011). Reuters reported 

that the rebels had successfully exported a second cargo of 

crude oil on 28 July from Benghazi bound for Sardinia, Italy.  

Due to the on-going conflict, production has been greatly re-

duced; as a consequence, this is expected to be the last cargo 

exported until production increases.  The first cargo was ex-

ported on 05 April.  

In the wake of the unexpected death of General Abdel Fattah Younes, there are many questions about the identity, affiliation, and 

motives of those responsible, as well as the facts of the incident itself. The general’s death has sparked speculation that tribal ten-

sions within the opposition forces may become a crippling factor in the rebel forces’ campaign against the Gaddafi regime. While 

the rebels celebrate victories this week in the western town of Ghazaya and the western port city of Misrata, they have faced chal-

lenges in their stronghold of Benghazi. Meanwhile, NATO stepped up airstrikes in the capital of Tripoli this week, destroying sev-

eral Libyan state TV transmitters.   

Above: Moammar Gaddafi.  

Source: Wikimedia Commons.  

Above: General Abdel Fattah 

Younes.  

Source: Wikimedia Commons.  
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http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/16/world/africa/16libya.html?_r=1&ref=africa
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/apr/05/libya-rebels-sell-first-oil


angry threats” by members of his tribe. At the press conference 

held by Jalil on Thursday evening, the NTC president was sen-

sitive to the anger felt by members of the Obeidi tribe. He is 

quoted as saying that he wished to “pay respects” to the tribe 

for its sacrifice and understanding. Another report quotes Jalil 

as proclaiming the fallen general 

as “one of the heroes of the 17th 

of February revolution.” Despite 

the uncertainty within the rebel 

ranks in the immediate aftermath 

of General Younes‟ death, mem-

bers of the Younes family have 

come forward and reasserted their 

commitment to the rebel forces. 

Reuters reports that Mohammed Younes, a nephew of the gen-

eral, released this statement on the day of the funeral: “A mes-

sage to Mustafa Abdul-Jalil: We will walk with you all the 

way. Libya first, until God gives us victory or chooses us as 

martyrs.” 

 

Rebel movement 

On the morning of 28 July, rebel commander Omar Fakkan 

released a statement to Reuters indicating the rebels‟ intent to 

move against loyalist forces in Ghazaya. Later the same day, 

and after heavy fighting with the forces of Moammar Gaddafi, 

the rebel forces successfully gained control of the town of 

Ghazaya, in the Nafusa Mountains of Libya near the border 

with Tunisia. A separate report discloses that the rebels also 

claimed several other small towns and villages from the sol-

diers of Moammar Gaddafi. BBC identifies Ghazaya as strate-

gically important, since loyalist forces had been using their 

stronghold in the town to attack the supply routes of the rebel 

forces. A spokesman for the rebels, Abdel Salam Othman, 

informed the Associated Press that rebels captured 18 govern-

ment soldiers, along with weapons and ammunition. The victo-

ry is also symbolically significant since the forces of Moam-

mar Gaddafi have traditionally controlled western Libya, while 

the opposition forces have held their stronghold in eastern Lib-

ya and specifically Benghazi.  

On 31 July, reports emerged from Misrata that heavy fighting 

had taken place on Saturday between loyalist and rebel forces. 

According to Chris Stephen, reporting for the Guardian, rebel 

forces were able to push back the forces of Moammar Gaddafi 

to the point that the units of the loyalist soldiers collapsed and 

retreated. Rebel forces were able 

to seize a “treasure trove of 

heavy artillery, tanks, armoured 

vehicles and small arms.”  

 

Meanwhile in Benghazi, rebel 

forces engaged in an all-day 

battle with what rebels are call-

ing “the fifth column” of Gadda-

fi loyalists. This group of soldiers disguised themselves as a 

rebel brigade. In an account from the Guardian, rebel spokes-

man Mahmoud Shamman reported that “the clashes broke out 

when rebel forces attacked a militia that had helped around 

300 Gaddafi loyalists break out of jail on Friday.” 

 

NATO bombs Libya state television satellites 

On Saturday, 30 July, NATO released a report that it had 

bombed three satellites in Tripoli used by Libyan state televi-

sion.  The Telegraph reports that the bombing was a means of 

stopping the “terror broadcasts” of Moammar Gaddafi.  After 

the operation, NATO spokesman Colonel Roland Lavoie re-

leased the following statement: “Our intervention was neces-

sary as TV was being used as an integral component of the 

regime apparatus designed to systematically oppress and 

threaten civilians and to incite attacks against them.” Both the 

BBC and the Telegraph report that Libyan state TV was still 

functional after the air strike, and even broadcasted footage of 

the damage to buildings and transmitters. Another statement 

from NATO confirmed that the air strike was designed to 

“preserve television broadcast infrastructure that will be need-

ed after the conflict”.  
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Ramadan, the holy month on the Islamic calendar marked by fasting, began on 01 August. Women and children are among those 

who are harmed by the on-going conflict in Libya. Meanwhile, migration into and out of Libya continues, as the NATO mission 

and anti-Gaddafi forces move forward with the humanitarian programme.   

Women and Children  

A 
n article in the Guardian profiles female medical stu-

dents volunteering as nurses at the main casualty hos-

pital in Misrata, Libya‟s third city. Before the conflict, 

nurses in Misrata were mostly foreign workers from the Philip-

pines, who fled when the conflict began. Libyan women enter-

ing the workplace during wartime, have been struggling to 

gain equal footing with men as they become more integrated 

into public life. The article notes that the women avoid show-

ing emotions in public to demonstrate their toughness along-

side their male colleagues. Gains in equality could spill over 

into peacetime. One of the nurses speaking with the Guardian 

sees the tradition of sex segregation as outlasting the conflict.  

 

Libyan women in Benghazi have formed the group „Express‟ 

and are launching a youth conference set to take place after 

Ramadan, according to US-based non-profit news service We-

News. Members of Express report seeing gender inequality 

reproduced among anti-Gaddafi activists. Ramadan Ben Amer 

co-founded the „New Libya Party‟, which he calls Libya‟s first 

post-Gaddafi political party, according to Agence France-

Presse (AFP). New Libya Party “promotes equal rights [and] 

the participation of women and youth in society”. For now, 

Ramadan is underway, and the women bakers of Benghazi are 

working to prepare the traditional sweets and treats for the fast

-breaking meals taken at the end of each day of fasting. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/29/world/africa/29libya.html?_r=2
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/29/world/africa/29libya.html?_r=2
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jul/31/misrata-rebels-seize-gaddafi-arms
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http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/01/world/africa/01libya.html?_r=1&ref=africa
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As the conflict continues, Libyan children are eager to start 

back at school (See CFC Mediterranean Basin Review, 23 

June 2011). Some schools have been 

closed; others have been converted to 

temporary housing. The United Nations 

Children's Fund (UNICEF) is working 

to ensure that all schools in Libya reo-

pen in September while collaborating 

with partners to support children‟s clubs 

in Benghazi. Meanwhile, for children 

who have fled, UNICEF is supporting 

efforts to serve displaced Libyan chil-

dren in Tunisia. These efforts include 

running clubs for the children to keep 

them occupied during periods of inac-

tivity. 

 

Migration 

Migrants continue to flee Libya. Italian 

Rear Admiral Filippo Maria Foffi showed his support and 

praised the crew of the Spanish frigate Almirante Juan de 

Borbón on behalf of NATO for its role in rescuing migrants in 

the Mediterranean on 11 July. On 31 July, the Italian coast 

guard discovered the bodies of 25 black African males in a 

vessel originating from Libya.  The craft set to sea carrying 

271 people, according to Italian news agency Adnkronos Inter-

national (AKI). B. Lynn Pascoe, the Under-Secretary-General 

for Political Affairs at the UN, reported an estimated 630,000 

people , including 100,000 Libyans, have fled Libya and re-

main outside the country. That includes 100,000 Libyans. As 

many as 200,000 Libyans are internally displaced. 

 

Some migrants have begun returning to Libya. Thousands of 

Libyans have returned to Nalut, a mountain town of 23,000 

inhabitants about 65km from the border with Tunisia, now 

under rebel control. The residents of Nalut are Amazigh (See 

CFC Mediterranean Basin Review, 13 May 2011), an ethnic 

minority that experi-

enced oppression un-

der Gaddafi, according 

to Associated Press. In 

addition, according to 

Radio France Interna-

tionale (RFI), all but 

5,000 non-Libyan migrants have been repatriated to their home 

countries. Somalis, Palestinians and Iraqis, however, cannot be 

sent home and fall under the protection of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).  

 

The AENEAS 2006 Regional Conference on Labour Migra-

tion Management in Africa, which focused on Libya as a ma-

jor transit country for irregular migration, took place on 25-26 

July. The theme of the conference was "Harnessing the Bene-

fits of Organised Labour Migration Management across Africa 

in Partnership with the European Union: The Option of Circu-

lar Migration". ANEAS 2006 is a European Union work pro-

gramme that seeks to support countries in the management of 

migration flows. 

Human Rights 

NATO‟s on-going humanitarian mission in Libya faces both 

praise and criticism. For example, on 28 

July lawyers filed papers in Belgium 

asking the Brussels District Court to 

send experts to Libya to assess the dam-

ages in order to file requests for com-

pensation with NATO for the death of 

13 civilians. Meanwhile, NATO partici-

pated in coordinated planning with op-

position forces which resulted in the 

successful rescue of 105 civilians who 

had been kidnapped by pro-Gaddafi 

force, according to the Guardian.  

 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) 

continues to pursue its warrants.  Gadda-

fi‟s chief of intelligence, Abdullah Se-

nussi, was claimed dead by Libyan op-

position activists, only to appear later on state television. The 

ICC is pursuing his arrest on war crimes charges. According to 

Al Arabiya, the office ICC prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo 

said there is an obligation for the Libyan government, as a 

member of the United Nations, to arrest Gaddafi for war 

crimes. 

 

In addition to fighting and rescuing civilians, the opposition 

forces must remove antipersonnel mines that have been laid by 

pro-Gaddafi forces, according to the Washington Post. As the 

opposition front lines advance toward Tripoli, anti-Gaddafi 

forces find more and more minefields, including around civil-

ian areas (See CFC Mediterranean Basin Review, 16 June 

2011).  
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Above: International Criminal Court, The Hague, Neth-

erlands.  

Source: Wikimedia Commons.  

SUBMIT A REQUEST 

FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

CimicWeb account holders can submit 
RFIs to the CFC. These may concern the 
sectors addressed in this newsletter or 
other topics relevant to the Mediterranean 
Basin, including Libya, or our other focus 
areas. To submit an RFI, fill out the re-
quest form by clicking here. 
 

Have a colleague who is interested in sub-
mitting an RFI? Tell him/her to request a 
CimicWeb account by clicking here. 

“As many as 200,000 Libyans 

are internally displaced”. 
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