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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Selamat Hari Raya Idul Fitri! 
 
• Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 

Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator of the United 
Nations, visited Aceh on 15-16 October. He met the 
Director of BRR (Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Agency 
Aceh-Nias), IASC members and the donor community to 
discuss ways to improve post-emergency coordination. He 
also visited Calang and Krung Sabee, Aceh Jaya, to 
assess the progress made. He thanked the aid community 
for the effective emergency response and called for the 
sustained sense of urgency and strengthened coordination 
in the recovery and reconstruction phase. 

 
• RAN (Recovery Aceh Nias) database was launched on 28 

October. RAN is a database system to track project 
approval and progress monitoring, an additional tool for 
BRR to strengthen coordination and identify gaps and 
overlaps (See “Focus” for details). 

 
• The second phase of the decommissioning of GAM (Free 

Aceh Movement) was carried out on 14-19 October in 
Aceh Utrara, Aceh Timur, Aceh Tamiang and Sabang 
Island. A total of 291 weapons were handed over, of which 
233 were accepted by AMM (Aceh Monitoring Mission). A 
total of 476 weapons have been accepted by AMM during 
the first two decommissioning phases. GAM is committed 
to hand over a total of 840 arms. The third phase is 
scheduled to take place around 14 November. 

 
• In parallel with the decommissioning, the Government of 

Indonesia (GoI) has relocated 6,097 non-organic TNI 
military and 1,050 police personnel in the second phase of 
relocation between 14-24 October. After the four phases of 
relocation, 14,700 organic military forces and 9,100 police 
forces will remain in Aceh. 

 

 
Jan Egeland, USG/ERC and Bo Asplund, UN RC Indonesia, visiting 
Calang (Photo: UNORC) 
 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
 
BRR 
 
At the ninth round of the fast track workshop on 24 October, 
BRR approved 24 concept notes valued at US$82 million. A 
further 19 concept notes are in the BRR holding bay, worth 
US$128 million. Approved projects cover economic 
revitalization, education, health, infrastructure, institutional 
development and social affairs. 

On 27-28 October, BRR hosted a meeting in Jakarta with key 
donors from governments and the private sector to report on 
progress in recovery and reconstruction, review the needs of 
Nias and launch the Aceh-Nias Trust Fund (ANTF). 

BRR called for a greater donor focus on the reconstruction 
needs of Nias island where adequate attention has not been 
paid due to the remoteness and logistical challenges. According 
to the BRR statement, more than 800 were killed and 70,000 
became homeless following the earthquake on 28 March 2005. 

ANTF is set up as a special trust fund for accelerated 
disbursement of funds from non-traditional donors, including 
donor counties, the private sector and public funds. The funds 
are managed by local and international commercial banks. 

Disaster Management 
 
A two-day ASEAN-UN Seminar on Humanitarian Assistance 
Rapid Response was held in Bandung, West Java Province, on 
26-27 October.  The seminar was organized and hosted by the 
Directorate General of ASEAN Cooperation, Department of 
Foreign Affairs Republic of Indonesia in cooperation with the 
ASEAN Secretariat, with support from the ASEAN-UNDP 
Partnership Facility (AUPF).  Officials of relevant government 
agencies of ASEAN member countries and the ASEAN 
Secretariat, UN agencies (OCHA, UNHCR, WHO, UNDP, WFP, 
UNJLC) and the Red Cross Society participated in the seminar.  
The seminar explored the possibilities for future UN-ASEAN 
cooperation on disaster management and emergency 
response.  
 
As part of a series of Emergency Management Training and 
Contingency Planning exercises planned by BAKORNAS and 
supported by the UN, a five-day training course for West 
Sumatra province was held 25 to 29 October in Padang.  The 
workshop funded by WFP,  was attended by 35 participants 
from key local government offices, the Indonesian Red Cross 
and local NGOs dealing with disaster management efforts in 
the province such as SATKORLAK, Department of Social 
Affairs, Education, Health, Public Works, BMG (Meteorology 
and Geophycics Agency), SAR (Search and Rescue), Police, 
and KOGAMI (Komunitas Siaga Tsunami - Tsunami 
Preparedness Society).   The workshop was jointly observed by 
OCHA, UNESCO, WFP and WHO. It resulted in a draft 
Contingency Plan for West Sumatra that will be refined by 
BAKORNAS, and then submitted to the local House of 
Representative for review and consideration of budget 
allocation.



 

 

UPDATES ON ACEH & NIAS 
 
Key Issues 
 
Banda Aceh 
The Shelter Sector Working Group (SWG) has developed a 
data form to track the housing reconstruction progress. It will 
feed necessary data to the RAN database, but have additional 
detailed information required by the SWG, intended to track 
progress from the preparation and consultation stages to 
deliberation of the project. For details, contact the Shelter SWG 
secretariat. 
 
Aceh Jaya 
BRR and the district government agreed that the future city 
centre of Calang will be on the water front with ports and trade 
zones. A spatial planning team arrived from Jakarta to design 
the future administrative center in Alu Ping, located a few 
kilometres inland.Aceh Barat 
 
Aceh Barat 
Another sub-district coordination meeting for Samatiga was 
held on 27 October in the office of camat (sub-district head). A 
similar meeting for Arongan Lambalek sub-district is scheduled 
for 10 November. Coordination meetings at the sub-district level 
in other districts, such as Nagan Raya and Simeulue, are 
planned to provide backbone of the effective coordination at the 
district level. The BRR representative in Meulaboh is working 
closely with UNORC through the general coordination meetings 
and HAF meetings as well as in resolving incidents. 
 
Simeulue 
UNORC has established a sub-office on the island with one 
international staff. The recruitment of national staff members is 
underway.  A BRR workshop in Simeulue was organized on 18 
October, in which BRR gave presentations on village planning, 
village mapping, house planning and minimum standards for 
building construction. BRR will establish a presence the island 
in early November. 
 
Aceh Barat Daya 
UNORC Meulaboh team visited the district to establish initial 
links with NGOs on the ground, including PMI, Green Helmets 
and two local NGOs, Yayasan Pengembangan Pemberdayaan 
Perempuan Aceh (P3A) and Aceh Ecotourism Society (AES), 
assess the overall situation and follow up on the needs 
identified by the transitional settlement monitoring mechanism 
(TSMM). The team reported that the priority needs in the district 
appear to be reintegration support for ex-GAM members. 
 
Pidie 
The area construction coordination meeting on 19 October 
focused on how to ensure water and sanitation systems in the 
villages where shelter reconstruction is taking place. NGOs 
specializing in water and sanitation will circulate general 
guidelines to shelter NGOs and the construction coordination 
leader will facilitate contact among NGOs in two sectors. 
 
Nias 
At the request of Pak Kuntoro, Director of BRR, who has been 
increasingly concerned with the lack of aid activities in Nias, the 
UN Recovery Coordinator for Aceh and Nias visited the island 
to assess the latest situation. UNORC has deployed two 
additional international staff to Nias strengthen its presence. 
Furthermore, UNORC plans to set up a sub-office in Teluk 
Dalam, thus ensuring presence in both districts. 
 
 

Humanitarian Action Forum (HAF) – District-level 
humanitarian assistance coordination mechanism 
 
To tackle the low attendance by NGOs at HAF meetings, 
UNORC has been exploring possibilities of integrating HAF 
activities into existing coordination meetings at the district and 
sub-district levels. 
 
Last week in Sigli, the HAF team participated in a weekly NGO 
coordination meeting for Pidie to brief the aid community on 
HAF’s programme and to identify a mutually acceptable 
approach to utilise the data produced by the TSMM. Twenty-
nine people from 18 NGOs/agencies attended the meeting. The 
HAF team also bilaterally met with IFRC, MSF, ICMC, ALISEI 
and Oxfam. Response to the TSMM data and the HAF’s 
approach was generally positive. Additionally, some emergency 
needs identified by TSMM were taken up by NGOs for 
assessment and possible follow up action as shown below:  
• Livelihood: 8% of needs committed (Assessment ongoing 

by ALISEI) 
• Watsan: 50% of needs committed by Oxfam, FRC, GTZ 
• Health: 47% of needs committed by MSF, IMC, HKRC 
• Temporary shelter: NRC will check with PLN (State 

Electricity Department) for the provision of electricity 
needs; 

• NFI: 16% of needs committed by CARDI. 
 
Some cooperating NGOs clarified that their ability to address 
needs would depend on the type and magnitude of the gaps 
identified. 
 
NGOs suggested that a HAF programme officer attend sectoral 
working group (SWG) meetings in Sigli to present the latest 
TSMM data. The programme officer will liaise closely with the 
SWG focal points and member organizations to: 
• Review the TSMM need data 
• Ascertain which organizations already working in the 

respective IDP locations can take on the needs identified 
• Agree on which NGO would be able to expand into 

locations currently not covered by any service provider. 
 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
 
IOM and its partner organizations assisted Dinas Sosial (Social 
Affairs Department) in designing a new IDP registration form for 
the second phase of registration. The form solicits broader 
information on settlement locations, the needs of IDPs, 
intended destination, family medical status, housing status and 
housing assistance received, etc. 
 
IOM and its partners are printing 650,000 sets of the form, with 
which Dinas Sosial will undertake the three month registration 
process. In the phase one between March and the end of 
August, Dinas Sosial registered 452,000 IDPs. Phase two is 
intended to gather more comprehensive information to identify 
the needs of these people. 
 
Population Census in Aceh  
The BPS (statistics bureau), with assistance from UNFPA, 
conducted data collection for the special census, Sensus 
Penduduk Aceh dan Nias (SPAN), between mid-August and 
late September, with UNFPA assistance. In SPAN, people who 
intend to live for more than six months were counted but not 
visitors intending to stay less than six months. Those who live 
in boats (sailors/fishers), and public places such as markets 
(homeless), regardless of their residential status, were also 
counted. The final results are expected to be available by the 
end of November. 
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SECTORAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Shelter & Non-Food Items 
 
Aceh Jaya 
The work on the foundations for some 40 houses has started 
for the UNHCR shelter programme in Krung Sabee. In three of 
the villages in Calang that UNHCR covers, approximate 
housing needs identified thus far are 80 for Sentosa, 18 for 
Bahagia and 120 for Panton Makmur.  
 
The Canadian Red Cross (CRC) completed assessment and 
community consultations, and concluded a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with bupati (district head). CRC plans to 
build 467 houses in Setiabakti and 891 in Sampoinet and is 
currently finalizing a list of target villages. Oxfam also plans to 
build 200 houses for Sampoinet. Due to the on-going road and 
bridge work, the construction will not start for another month.  
 
Samaritans Purse’s first 60 houses in Panga are almost 
complete and additional 149 are under construction, out of 
planned 969. Caritas Czech is about to start building 26 houses 
in Babah Ngom, six in Jambo Masi and 180 in Laguen, with a 
holistic approach ensuring waste management and supporting 
livestock livelihoods. 
 
Obor Berkat (OBI)/Habitat for Humanity has built 110 houses in 
Lhok Timon, 160 in Sayong, Setiabakti sub-district, 78 in Lhoe 
Kruet, and 92 in Patek, Sampoinet sub-district They plan to 
have a total of 1,615 houses completed by December out of a 
total of 2,000 planned for these sub-districts. OBI/Habitat for 
Humanity is looking into possible collaboration with other NGOs 
to furnish its core houses with water and sanitation facilities. 
 
An increase in confiscation of timber by the police is reported 
during Ramadhan. The issue is being followed up with the 
district government. 
 
 
Aceh Barat, Nagan Raya, Aceh Barat Daya 
IFRC/PMI continues distribution of tents and NFIs. IFRC/PMI 
plans for the distribution of supplementary food parcels and NFI 
for 2006.  Non-Food Items include tarpaulins, blankets, 
mosquito nets, kitchen sets, hurricane lamp, mattresses and 
food parcels and three rounds of hygiene kits, covering 
approximately 23,000 families in Aceh Barat, 9,000 in Nagan 
Raya and 4,600 in Aceh Barat Daya. 
 
Temporary Shelter 
As preparation for the implementation of the Temporary Shelter 
Plan of Action progresses, the Temporary Shelter Working 
Group has decided to meet by sub-cluster in lieu of the weekly 
general meeting: 
• Temporary Shelter Kit Implementation Meeting, 1400hrs, 

Mondays, IFRC offices 
• TLC Upgrade Implementation Meeting, 1000hrs, 

Thursdays, UN compound meeting room. 
 
In Aceh Jaya, IRC/CARDI has started an environmental health 
and water and sanitation programme in Ketapang Kuala 
Mercey TLC. CRC plans to undertake repairs of water and 
sanitation facilities in Walubi barracks, where 1,000 IDPs 
reside. IRC/CARDI or CRC will also look into the repair of water 
and sanitation facilities at Wastika TLCs. Jawa Pos has recently 
set up hundreds of basic temporary units in Calang town. All 
units have been set up on sites either identified by land owners 
or formerly rented by residents. Despite the lack of proper water  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus: RAN (Recovery Aceh Nias) Database 
 
Recovery Aceh Nias (RAN) Database, BRR’s new official 
information management system, was launched on 28 
October. The RAN database is designed to track activities 
of every organization involved in recovery matched against 
identified needs. It is to provide a solid information base to 
measure progress, identify gaps, address implementation 
problems and improve planning. 
 
A letter from Director of BRR was sent to all implementing 
organizations operating in Aceh and Nias, advising that 
reporting to the RAN is a mandatory requirement for on-
going endorsement by BRR for their projects. Between 1-
18 November, organizations are expected to submit a one-
month monitoring form to track progress and 
implementation challenges. UNORC and the Office of 
Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery fully support the 
implementation of the system and will ensure active 
participation by UN agencies.  
 
Data collection is being carried out in phases with emphasis 
being placed in October-November on obtaining activity 
data from implementing agencies, including monitoring 
against the BRR defined key performance indicators. 
Information from the concept notes that have been already 
submitted to BRR has been entered into the RAN database 
and will provide baseline targets against which each project 
can be monitored. 
 
Information processed through RAN will be publicly 
available through the e-aceh-nias web site as well as on 
hardcopy for those areas where internet connection is 
limited.  
 
To assist in training and to answer questions regarding the 
reporting obligation, an outreach team has been established 
within BRR and a focal point has been assigned to each 
organization. To raise awareness in the recovery 
community, presentations are on-going by the outreach 
team at each of the main recovery forums to emphasize the 
key dates of data collection and the message of mandatory 
submission. 
 
An awareness leaflet regarding the process of data 
submission has also been circulated. On 28 October, BRR 
hosted a question and answer session for partners as the 
final milestone of the campaign. Q&A sessions are also 
planned for Nias and other parts Aceh province. Awareness 
presentations are also being undertaken at recovery forums 
in Nias, Calang and Meulaboh. 
 
RAN database can be accessed on-line at: 
www.e-aceh-nias.org. 
 
BRR outreach team can be reached at: 
Phone +62.813.6044.3079 
Fax +62.651.637.777 (attn. Outreach) 
Email outreach@brr.go.id. 
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and sanitation facilities, dozens of families and individuals have 
reported to have moved in from tents. 
 
IFRC continues the provision of replacement tents across the 
affected districts. Approximately 2,000 replacement tents out of 
6,000 available for the district have been distributed thus far in 
Aceh Jaya. CRS, in partnership with Concern for Kids, is 
providing wooden platforms in Krung Sabee to prevent tents 
from flooding. 
 
The IOM-Public Works joint task force conducted an 
assessment in Singkil, Aceh Singkil, to determine where shelter 
needs are and whether there is suitable land for building 
transitional shelters. The main objective of the task force is to 
identify promising construction sites, and, in consultation with 
IDPs and host communities, pair them with needy communities. 
 
Economic Recovery & Livelihoods 
 
NGOs in the livelihoods sector are shifting their focus from 
Cash for Work to more sustainable livelihood programmes in 
Aceh Jaya. Various NGOs are distributing small business 
starting kits agricultural seeds and tools to farmers, fishers, 
barbers, etc. IOM conducted a two-day agricultural training 
session in Calang for 136 farmers, nine widows and ten 
students of Islamic boarding school. The participants learned 
about modern land preparation techniques, pest control, the 
proper use of fertilizers, harvest techniques and post-harvest 
marketing. 
 
IOM conducted a business training session for about 100 
women in early October. In addition, IOM provided baking 
training, ovens and all the ingredients for the women to start 
producing cakes and cookies, popular products particularly 
during Ramadhan. 
 
Education 
 
On behalf of UNICEF, IOM has started construction of seven 
temporary schools in Meulaboh on 17 October. More than 100 
schools have been completed to date, including roughly three 
dozen in Calang. The construction of 24 schools by Save the 
Children is going through the tender process, and is scheduled 
to begin after Ramadhan. Save the Children also plans to build 
schools in Bireuen, Lhokseumawe and Simeulue. 
 
1,000 emergency teachers in 12 affected districts were trained 
by UNICEF earlier this year, most of them young professionals 
having just finished their degree. After successfully completing 
the training, the teachers were placed in elementary schools 
which lost teachers. UNICEF pays the salaries for the first six 
months and provides a settlement package for the teachers. 
The project is undertaken in close coordination with the 
education ministry. 
 
Food 
 
IOM continues to distribute emergency relief items in remote 
areas where aid can be scarce. Sugar, flour, margarine and 
other food items were delivered to 328 displaced households in 
Aceh Tamiang on 15 October. 
 
Health 
 

IOM completed seven satellite health clinics (SHCs) in Aceh 
Berat (5) and Nagan Raya (2) and handed them over to the 
local health authorities. 

IOM’s community health revitalization programme is rebuilding 
three puskesmas (sub-district health clinic) in Meureubo, Bubon 
and Anrongan Lambalik sub-districts, Aceh Barat. The 
programme also focuses on strengthening the capacity of local 
health professionals through basic health training. 

UNFPA recently held three trainings: normal delivery training 
for midwives; basic emergency obstetric care training for 
doctors, midwives and nurses; and communications skill and 
basic knowledge on gender and reproductive health training for 
counsellors. All trainings, conducted to strengthen the capacity 
of local resources, have been completed. 
 
UNICEF is supporting more than 3,400 midwives across the 
province by providing midwifery kits. It is also supporting the 
staff at 24 health clinics across the province through normal 
delivery training. Furthermore, in order to raise community-
awareness on the safe motherhood and midwifery serices, 
UNICEF is working closely with ten religious leasers across the 
province. 
 
Governance 
 
The World Bank-funded Kecamatan Development Programme 
(KDP) is organizing district coordination meetings across Aceh 
province from late October through November. The meetings 
are facilitated by the KDP district coordination team with the 
aim of information sharing and problem solving. All donors and 
NGOs operating in the district are invited to attend. The 
meeting schedule is available from the World Bank at the Multi-
Donor Office in Banda Aceh. 
 
Protection 
 
More than 19,000 children across Aceh are benefiting from 21 
UNICEF child centres. The child centres in IDP camps, 
supported by over 400 volunteers, provide not only child-
friendly spaces for children to engage in various activities but 
also a safe haven where children are registered, watched and 
protected. UNICEF provides materials such as the school-in-
box, and recreational and psychosocial kits. 
 
As part of counter-trafficking initiative, IOM is undertaking a 
broad information campaign during Ramadhan. One 
component is province-wide radio broadcasting of counter-
trafficking public service announcements by a popular 
Achenese singer, Rafly. Another component is integrating 
counter-trafficking messages and themes into popular daily 
religious radio programming. It is broadcast seven minutes 
before the breaking of the fast, three times a week until Idul Fitri 
on 3 November. 
 
IOM and its NGO partner, PKPA, are designing information 
campaign materials which are relevant to predominantly 
Christian local culture in Nias. IOM and PKPA held a workshop 
on mapping trafficking in Gunung Sitoli on 12 October, which 
was attended by community and religious leaders. 
 
Information Management 
 
The UN Information Management Service (UNIMS) is in the 
process of collecting data from operational agencies and sector 
leads for the set of progress indicators. The RAN data collected 
in the initial phase will also provide indicator figures. Leading up 
to the 1st year commemoration of the tsunami, the indicator 
figures will provide measurable basis not only on ascertaining 
how much has been done but also on forward looking planning 
on how much more needs to be done. 
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Logistics 
 
Air 
A special UNHAS flight schedule for Ramadhan is in effect until 
2 November. Due to national holidays, there will be no UNHAS 
flights on 3-6 November. The normal flight schedule will resume 
on 7 November. The schedule is available at the UNHAS 
website at www.unhas.it/Indonesia. 

Sea 
Containers for a temporary cargo port arrived in Calang. 
 
The speedboat services for the Banda Aceh-Calang-Meulaboh-
Sinabang route are currently not operational. 
 
Road Repair/Maintenance 
CRS road repair work in Aceh Jaya is on-going only in Kuala 
Merisi due to logistical obstacles.  
 
Security 
 
Effective 11 October, Jakarta ceased to be the single point of 
entry for all new UN staffers going to Aceh. New staff can now 
proceed directly to Aceh without first stopping in Jakarta. 
 
Landslides and flash floods continue to threaten a number of 
communities in Aceh, in particular, South East Aceh and North 
Aceh districts. UN Department of Security and Safety advices 
staff members to obtain the latest information on weather and 
road conditions when planning travel to these locations. 
 
Malteser clinic for the UN common medical services is now 
open at the UN compound in Banda Aceh. For non-emergency 
visit, the clinic is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays during 1000-1800hrs. A full Malteser team is 
expected to arrive in Meulaboh shortly after Ramadhan. 
 
Landslides in Kutacane, Aceh Tenggara 
 
Landslides following a flash flood occurred in Kutacane, Aceh 
Tenggara, at approximately 2300hrs on 18 October. Some six 
villages in two sub-districts were affected. At the request of the 
Governor of Aceh Province, inter-agency rapid assessment 
teams were deployed to the affected areas on 20 October. The 
initial estimates of the impact of the disaster were: 
• Displaced: Some 2,400  
• Dead: 19 persons 
• Injured: 249 persons (severely injured 49) 
• Damaged/destroyed houses: 400-500. 
 

 
Kutacane, Aceh Tenggara, 20 October (Photo: UNORC) 

Approximately 1,500 IDPs were housed in a sport stadium with 
inadequate water and sanitation facilities. IFRC/PMI undertook 
the initial response by providing 400 each of family size tents, 
tarpaulins, cooking sets and complementary food parcel as well 
as 1,200 blankets, immediately followed by additional aid with 
logistics support by IFRC and IOM as follows: 
• IOM – 8,880 bottles of water, 1,125 packs of instant 

noodles, 340 cans of sardines, 500 packs of biscuits, 50 
family tents 

• UNICEF – 200 family hygiene kits, 500 tarpaulin, six water 
bladders 

• UNHCR – Two batches of blankets, four batches of plastic 
sheets, 250 family tents 

• YKPMI – 15 tons of rice, blankets, canned food, tissue 
paper, diapers, gloves 

• WHO – 44 boxes of medical/surgical equipment 
• SATKORLAK – Rice, milk, instant noodles, bed cover, 

blankets 
• YTBI – 328 family hygiene kits. 
 
IOM and PMI are assisting in and monitoring the aid distribution 
on the ground. The assessment teams concluded that the local 
authorities and PMI have adequate capacities to follow up on 
the situation. Two relocation sites have been identified by the 
local government and the site preparation for one of them is 
already underway. WFP has signed a MOU with the local 
government for food distribution. UNORC will continue 
monitoring the development. 
 

OTHER INDONESIAN PROVINCES 
 
Avian Influenza 
 
As of 31 October, there have been seven confirmed cases of 
avian influenza in Indonesia. Of these, four cases were fatal. 
The investigations into the recent cases all point to what is 
already known about avian influenza transmission (contact with 
sick and dying poultry, environmental contamination). There is 
no indication that the epidemiology of the disease is changing.  
 
WHO recommends that people avoid entering farms or areas 
known to be contaminated with avian influenza and to avoid 
direct contact with sick or dying chickens. 
 
Central Java 
 
Torrential rains triggered landslides in Central Java. The 
landslides badly damaged 47 houses in Pasegeran Village, 17 
houses in Sinduaji and 20 houses in Pandanarum Village in 
Banjarnegara District. Emergency relief was provided by Satlak 
PBP Banjarnegara and neighbouring communities. The 
National Red Cross Society (PMI), the Indonesian Military 
(TNI), Indonesian Police, as well as other volunteers from the 
community, have also been involved in relief efforts.  
Landslides also hit Winduaji Village of Paguyangan Sub-
District, damaging 19 houses. The landslide which killed three 
persons, has blocked the provincial road and caused a traffic 
jam of ten kilometres in length. 
 
East Java 
 
Torrential rains also triggered floods and landslides in Malang 
District, East Java, killing one person and injuring another.  
Four sub-districts were affected – Tirtoyudo, Sumbermanjing 
Wetan, Dampit and Ampelgading. Initial reports indicate that 
the landslides damaged 284 houses, a mosque and a bridge.  
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The floodwaters, between 40 cm to one meter high, inundated 
105 houses, an elementary school, and 610 hectares of paddy 
field.  The district government and PMI have provided basic 
emergency relief for affected people.  PMI has also deployed 
personnel to the affected areas to conduct further assessments. 
OCHA Indonesia will continue to be in close contact with 
pertinent government institutions in the Central, Provincial and 
District level, as well as with the Indonesian Red Cross, to 
monitor the development of the situation.  
 
West Sumatra 
 
Torrential rains in West Sumatra caused the overflow of rivers 
in Limapuluh Kota District, triggering floods.   The affected sub-
districts include Pangkalan, Kapur Sembilan, Mungka, 
Payakumbuh, Gunung Emas, and Harau.  One person was 
swept away by the flood water in Payakumbuh. Some 1,500 
houses were inundated by two to four meters of floodwaters, 
400 houses were damaged, and 35 kiosks located in traditional 
market were swept away. The landslides have also blocked 
connecting roads to some villages.  Two bridges in Mungka and 
two others in Payakumbuh were damaged. This is causing 
vehicular traffic problems.  The District Office of Public Works 
has deployed a team to assist the cleaning of the debris and 
soil from landslides on roads. The Provincial Government 
visited the affected area on 28 October 2005 to assess the 
situation.  According to Satlak PBP Limapuluh Kota, the 
floodwater has completely receded as of 28 October and the 
affected households have returned to their homes. 
 
Central Sulawesi 
 

Several unidentified assailants wearing black clothes and 
masks attacked four female students on their way to school at 
the Christian High School in Poso Town. The assailants 
beheaded three of the students.  One girl managed to escape 
and is being treated at a hospital in Palu. There has been no 
violent reaction from local community as yet. The security 
situation in Poso remains calm. Traffic from Tentena to Poso is 
normal. Police are still investigating the case. Several people 
have been arrested. Three companies of the mobile brigade 
from Kalimantan and Jakarta have been deployed to Poso. This 
brings the total number of security personnel to around 3,500 in 
Central Sulawesi.  Poso is in an area where three years of 
Muslim-Christian clashes have killed 2,000 people until a peace 
deal was agreed in late 2001. Although religious fighting has 
largely subsided, tension is still running high in the region 
following bombings in the neighboring Christian town of 
Tentena which killed 22 people in May. Roughly 85% of 
Indonesia's 220 million people are Muslim. But in some eastern 
parts, Christian and Muslim populations are about equal 

 
South Sulawesi 
 
Strong winds hit 300 houses in Polombangkeng Selatan Sub-
District of Takalar District in South Sulawesi on 28 October.  No 
one was killed, but two people were injured.  The District 
Government has established public kitchen and provided basic 
emergency needs to the affected communities.  The local 
district government is dealing with the situation. 
 

Focus: Update on Polio in Indonesia 
Polio is a highly contagious disease that can paralyze 
or kill within hours of contracting the virus.  It affects 
all social groups with children under the age of five 
years being most at risk. There is no cure for polio – 
immunization is the only defense.  

As of 25 October, there have been 1414 cases 
confirmed cases of polio world-wide in 2005, of which 
278 cases are in Indonesia. That’s 19.6% of the global 
total.  
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Two rounds of immunization were conducted in 
August and September. Nearly 22 million children 
were vaccinated on these two national 
immunization days.  This was achieved through 
strong commitments from the Government of 
Indonesia (GOI) and community participation 
especially with local volunteer networks.   

 
The third national immunization day will be held on 30 
November 2005 with the high risk areas of Bantan, 
Jakarta, West Java, Sumatra and Aceh being 
targeted. In order for immunization to be effective, it is 
very important that children receive the third round of 
vaccinations. 
 
The GOI, UNICEF and WHO once again asks for the 
help and cooperation of the Indonesian community, 
the media and NGOs to create visibility and 
awareness that is so vital to the success of this 
campaign. NGOs can help with vehicles, staff 
message dissemination and volunteer teams for 
house to house visits.  
 
For more information on the polio campaign, contact 
Dr. David Hipgrave (dhipgrave@unicef.org), Dr. 
Christine Prue (cprue@cdc.gov) or Kate Dickson 
(kate_dickson@yahoo.com).  
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For further information please contact: 
 
JAKARTA - Office of the UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator in Indonesia 
 
Ms. Reiko Niimi 
Chief 
Tel: +62 (0) 21 314 1308 ext.149  
Email: niimi@un.org 
 
Ms. Dora Cheok 
Reports & Information Officer 
Tel: +62 (0)811 825 207 
Email: cheok@un.org 
 
 
ACEH & NIAS – Office of the UN Recovery Coordinator for Aceh and Nias 
 
BANDA ACEH 
 
Mr. Andrew Harper 
Head of Office  
Tel: +62 8(0)812 105 0837 
Email: harpera@un.org 
 
Ms. Satoko Nakagawa 
Reports Officer  
Tel: +62 (0)811 825 214 
Email: nakagawas@un.org 
 
CALANG Field Office 
Mr. Joerg Meier 
Tel: +62 (0)812 107 9394 
Email : meier@un.org 
 
MEULABOH/SIMEULEUE Field Offices 
Mr. Steve Ray  
Tel: +62 (0)812 106 4894 
Email: rays@un.org 
 
MEDAN/NIAS Field Offices 
Ms. Sabine Linzbichler 
Tel : +62 (0)812 105 0832 
Email : linzbichler@un.org 
 


