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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
Following a period of insecurity caused by migration of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) from its traditional 
area in Eastern Equatoria to, reportedly, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) through Central Equatoria, 
the situation in Yei and the surrounding areas has improved considerably over the past week. UN Operation 
Lifeline Sudan (UNOLS) security levels for Yei, Kajo Keji, Labone and Nimule reverted to level 2 as of 26 
September. Yei-Juba road also reverted to level 2. On 25 September, a joint mission of DRC armed forces 
(FARDC) and MONUC (UN peacekeeping mission in DRC) flew to Aba (DRC) to meet with the LRA. The 
meeting was inconclusive as the rebels refused to disarm. The DRC authorities are taking the issue very 
seriously and do not want their country to become a regional hub for rebels within the region. Troops are 
currently being mobilized and deployed to Aba. Owing to the prevailing security situation, it is most likely that 
the repatriation operation from Aba, which was due to start in October, will be postponed until further notice. 
However, so far, the refugees in Aba have not been affected by the LRA’s presence. 
 
SRRC restructuring 
As a result of the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), the Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) and the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) have defined their areas of 
operation in Sudan during the six-year interim period as follows: 

1. Southern Sudan 10 states: SRRC 
2. Northern Sudan 13 states: HAC  
3. Two states of South Khordofan and Blue Nile in addition to Anyei area: joint SRRC/HAC 

administration 
In view of the above, the SRRC has been restructured. The SRRC regional administration that existed before 
the CPA is replaced by a state level structure. The new SRRC structure has a county level, a state level and 
a headquarters level.  
 
Population movements 
A total of 157 IDPs (12 households) from the north, White Nile and northern Upper Nile arrived in Malakal 
town. They are returning to various villages of Upper Nile and Jonglei State.  
 

 
IDPs taking a boat from Malakal to Sobat corridor. UNHCR/M. Yonekawa 
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According to Adventist Development and Relief Association (ADRA), four refugees returned from Ethiopia. 
The numbers may be larger since there still is no reliable registration system.  
 
During September, UNHCR Malakal interviewed 18 newly-arrived Anuak Ethiopian asylum seekers. Most of 
them came through Pochalla (Pibor to Bor on foot and Bor to Malakal by barge). 
 
Dinka IDPs in Mundri 
Community Habitat and Finance reported to UNHCR on 23 September that two incidents of violence have 
taken place between Dinka IDPs from Bor and local residents from the Moru tribe in Mundri. In the first 
incident, a farmer forcibly evicted cattle grazing on his land in Kediba and killed a Dinka herder who resisted. 
The following day a group of Moru youths organized themselves against Dinka pastoralists. Two people were 
killed and another wounded in the attack. It is estimated that Dinkas are grazing three million cows in Mundri. 
The Moru have been demanding that the Dinka IDPs return to Bor now that there is peace. At the same time, 
Mundari tribes have demanded compensation for the destruction of their fields while the Dinkas have 
requested assurances of safe passage. PACT based in Kapoeta is mediating the disputes.  
 
Congolese refugees in Juba 
The trials of the Congolese refugees accused of looting and theft during the events that ensued following the 
death of John Garang are still ongoing. So far, 24 refugees have been tried. Seven were acquitted, nine set 
free after they paid fines varying from 5,000 to 10,000 Sudanese Dinars (20 to 40 US Dollars) and eight were 
sentenced to two months in prison. Nineteen refugees are yet to be tried, 12 of whom remain in custody, 
including nine women.  
 
Juba Day Secondary School  
UNHCR supplied Juba Day Secondary School with the second installment of stationery. These items 
included exercise books and pens for returnee students as well as paper, ink and stencils to cover 
examinations. Juba Day Secondary School is the only English language Government school and 
accommodates over 500 returnee students. Most of the returnee students complain of hunger and lack of 
stationery, forcing some of them to drop out of their courses. UNHCR has provided assistance to the school 
by constructing the bore holes, pit latrines and fencing and providing school stationery. Meanwhile, 
renovation work on Buluk A and B basic schools is proceeding smoothly.  
 
Site for way station in Juba 
The Return and Reintegration Working Group carried out a mission to identify a site for a way station on the 
outskirts of Juba. The site that was visited has reportedly been allocated to the Government for military 
purposes. It was agreed that SRRC would follow up the matter with the Ministry of Land and Urban Planning 
and report back at the next meeting of the group. 
 
Kabo monitoring and tracking station 
A mission was undertaken to Kabo to follow up and assess progress at the monitoring and tracking station.  
During the mission, an extra tent was erected and two sleeping bags and two mosquito nets were provided to 
the monitors.   
 
SPLM/A troops in Malakal 
On 18 September, Presbyterian Church of the Sudan held a charity event for the 4,000 newly arrived 
SPLM/A troops in Malakal, who are in difficult condition. Government officials in Malakal contributed up to five 
percent of their August salaries to assist the troops. On 28 September, the citizens of Malakal organized a 
welcoming ceremony for the troops and a rally at the SPLM/A barracks. Citizens, traders and companies all 
contributed, by giving money, food, clothes, cooking utensils, bed sheets, soap, mosquito nets and other 
items to the troops.  
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UN police 
A UNMIS team traveled to Yambio to meet with Government officials and discuss establishment of office and 
residence for staff of the UN police in Western Equatoria (to be based in Yambio). The main task of the UN 
police is to assist the South Sudan Police Department in capacity building to establish the rule of law in the 
region.  
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 

 
Yei 

• Renovation work at SRRC headquarters is progressing well. Seventy percent of roofing has been 
completed, while the county administration block is near completion. 

• Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) has distributed school materials to schools within Yei County. The 
materials included text books, sport uniforms and games. 

 
Kajo Keji 

• Most of the school constructions supported by UNHCR and implemented by JRS are already at 
roofing level.  

• The SRRC Secretary, MSF and UNHCR met to discuss the rehabilitation and maintenance of Kajo 
Keji airstrip. MSF has been maintaining the airstrip for the past two years, but the UNHCR aircraft is 
now using the airstrip on a weekly basis. This has increased the need for cleaning and maintenance 
work for safe landings. It was agreed that UNHCR will take over the cleaning, clearing of grass and 
plan for future repair of the airstrip.  

  
 Yambio                                                         

• Africa Development and Emergency Organization (ADEO) organized a training of trainers workshop 
on sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) on 21 September. Participants were selected from 
previous workshops. After completing the training, participants visited different bomas 
(conglomerations of villages) to raise awareness about SGBV and related issues.  

• UNHCR contributed agricultural tools to Yambio state prison. Although the prison owns fertile land, 
food cannot be produced due to the lack of tools and the prisoners suffer from malnutrition and 
hunger. 

• UNHCR contributed tools for the repair of the road from Yambio town to the airstrip. The work was 
initiated by the local authorities and involved the community, UN agencies and NGOs.   

 
Repatriation from Ethiopia 
UNHCR in Ethiopia, in coordination with the Government, is preparing for the repatriation of 4,000 Sudanese 
refugees currently located in Yarenja. The road from Mankush junction to Bambudie (53 kilometres) is heavily 
damaged. The Ethiopian Road Authority has promised that it will soon initiate the maintenance of this section 
of the road, while UNHCR will rehabilitate the 10 kilometres of road from Yarenja junction to Yarenja refugee 
camp. A RedR civil engineer has been contracted to carry out a field survey as well as prepare the technical 
design and work plan for the rehabilitation. 
 
Sudanese refugees in Egypt 
UNHCR Cairo is aware of 25 refugee and 32 asylum cases who have returned to Sudan since April, some 
assisted by UNHCR and some returning on their own. Of these, nine indicated an interest to return to south 
Sudan. This week, a further four persons registered for immediate return to Sudan, including three to the 
south. The overwhelming reason cited by Sudanese wishing to return to Sudan is difficult living conditions in 
Egypt, especially with regard to education and employment opportunities. The other main reason is the 
diminishing prospects for resettlement from Cairo. Only a few returnees mentioned peace. Until now, 
repatriation assistance has been provided up to Khartoum. After the rainy season, UNHCR Cairo hopes to 
start assisting refugees to return to the south. The office is currently reviewing the logistics of repatriation to 
the south. 
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Egyptian support to south Sudan 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir held bilateral talks in Alexandria 
on 17 September. According to reports, Egypt agreed to boost its support for south Sudan, including building 
a hospital in the region, and to open a Consulate and a branch of the University of Alexandria in Juba. There 
was also discussion of the pending completion of paving of the road linking Egypt’s Suez city with Port Sudan 
and of another one between Sudan’s Wadi Halfa and Upper Egypt’s Dunqul area. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 19 September 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 33,061,869 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
The security situation in east Sudan remained calm with no serious incidents reported. The lifting of some of 
the security requirements along the Kassala-Port Sudan roads by the Security Management Team (SMT) in 
Khartoum is a positive development. UNHCR is following up with the SMT in Kassala as well as UNMIS 
Security Officers to undertake a security assessment mission to Shagarab and Abuda refugee camps.  
 
Refugee Status Determination 
During the reporting period, 135 persons were registered, 111 cases interviewed and 110 accepted. The total 
number registered since 1 September is 508 persons (44 females and 464 males).  
 
Unaccompanied minors  
As of 20 September, there are 14 unaccompanied minors (UAMs) living in the building of Human Appeal 
International (HAI), of whom seven are girls who arrived on 19 September and the rest are boys who have 
been living there for some time. The UAMs said that theirs needs are: mosquito nets, medicines not available 
in the clinic and communication with their parents in Eritrea. Apparently, the UAMs did not inform their 
parents of their coming to Sudan.   
 
Youth centres 
UNHCR held meetings with the boy and girl youth centre committees in Um Gargur camp, COR camp staff, 
HAI and the elders. The youths seem to be well organized and have drafted proposals for activities for the 
centre, including health awareness-raising, literacy training and income generating activities, such as 
handicraft, as well as day-care services for camp children. The focal point for health in the boys’ committee 
has started awareness-raising sessions on HIV/AIDS for his peers. UNHCR together with the Sudanese Red 
Crescent and the youth are working on the provision of furniture for the centres through the youths’ own 
production.  
 
Environment 
A visit was conducted to Shagarab camps. In Shagarab 11, a total of 20.8 hectares of agro-forestry farms 
have been created with the participation of 26 refugee farmers. The farms have been planted with trees 
(acacia seyal) at a spacing of 5m x 5m. Many of the farmers preferred to regenerate a grass species (called 
hadar) which is used mainly as fodder. Some of the farmers interviewed reported that the grass fetches more 
income for them than sorghum; it is cheap to grow as there is no labour involved and it can even grow with 
less rainfall. The tree survival rate on these farms is above 95 percent. Also in Shagarab 1, the Forest 
National Corporation allocated 25 hectares in the forest reserves to 24 refugee farmers. These hectares were 
planted with trees and sorghum. The sorghum performance is average and the tree survival rate is above 95 
percent. The community provides labour for planting, weeding and harvesting. This is a good example of how 
forests could be managed in collaboration with surrounding communities. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 19 September 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,137,728 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
In West Darfur, the security situation deteriorated further following the attack by a large number of Arab 
tribesmen on Aru Sharow IDP camp and villages in the Seleah area on 28 September. The attack reportedly 
left 29 people dead and another 10 seriously wounded. Eighty households were burned. 
 
On 27 September, National Security surrounded the Water, Environment and Sanitation (WES) premises 
where a lawyers’ colloquium on legal aid needs in West Darfur, organized by UNHCR and funded by USAID, 
was coming to an end after three days. Six lawyers were arrested, including the organizer, along with a 
leading human rights lawyer from Khartoum. A woman lawyer was amongst those arrested. UNHCR was 
invited to close the colloquium and National Security collected all conference papers. They alleged that the 
lawyers had no license from HAC to conduct this workshop. Directly after the arrests, UNHCR and UNMIS 
Human Rights went to the National Security office and spoke to the Chief of Security, who claimed that this 
was an investigation on an unauthorized workshop involving issues that are the competence of the 
Government. The lawyers were detained for five hours. UNHCR learned that some of them had to sign 
statements describing what had happened at the workshop, but were not given copies. They were also asked 
who had organized the workshop and who had financed it. Apparently, the attitude towards them changed for 
the better when security officials understood that UNHCR had been involved in the planning. UNHCR also 
met with the HAC representative to inform him about what had happened. He initially said that he had no 
information about it, but later told UNHCR that the colloquium should have been authorized by HAC. 
 
In South Darfur, Government forces have regained control over Sharia locality following the attack by the 
Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) on 20 September, but it is reported that there is still SLA presence in the 
periphery of Sharia. It is also reported that many civilians (around 10,000) are gathering in the AU compound 
fearing another attack. In the Kass area, armed men suspected to be local militia attacked the village of 
Singita, 17 km south of Kass, and threatened villagers to leave the area or they would be killed. As a result, 
350 families left the village and arrived in Kass town.  
 
Abuja peace process 
The sixth round of the Inter-Sudanese Peace Talks on Darfur formally opened on 15 September in Abuja, 
Nigeria. The workshops on power-sharing, wealth-sharing and security arrangements started on 18 
September. 
 
The President of the Republic of Chad, Idriss Deby, together with the AU Special Representative in Sudan, 
Ambassador Baba Gana Kingibe, received a delegation from the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) on 
24 September in N’Djamena. After an in depth examination of the obstacles impeding the peace process and 
a thorough review of past misunderstandings between Chad and JEM, the two parties agreed on the 
following: 

1. The reaffirmation of the role of Chad as a neutral and impartial co-mediator in the peace process; 
2. The commitment of Chad and JEM to cooperate with a view to settling, through dialogue, current and 

future problems; 
3. The commitment of Chad to facilitate the free and safe movement within its territory of the JEM 

representatives on official assignments related to the peace process; 
4. The commitment of Chad and JEM to closely cooperate with the international community to find a 

speedy and durable solution to the humanitarian crisis facing the people of Darfur, in particular to 
cooperate with AMIS and AU mediation; 

5. The commitment of Chad and JEM to refrain from all actions that could undermine the peace 
process. 
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WEST DARFUR 
 
Inter-agency mission to Um Kher 
On 18 September, UNHCR participated in an inter-agency mission to the village Um Kher (15 km northwest 
of El Geneina) organized by OCHA. The purpose of the mission was to assess whether the village is in need 
of humanitarian assistance. During the mission, UNHCR spoke with some villagers and confirmed that Um 
Kher has been partly occupied by nomads and that its original inhabitants have been displaced to El Geneina 
and other locations. UNHCR plans to visit Um Kher again in the coming weeks.  
 
Military presence in Nertiti IDP camps 
There is an ongoing military presence in the IDP camps in Nertiti which is still of concern to IDPs. On 27 
September, UNHCR intervened with the AU Sector Commander, who supervises the Nertiti Group site, to 
take appropriate action. UNHCR will follow the matter closely and will try with the authorities to bring this 
practice to a halt. 
 
Firewood patrols 
UNHCR Zalingi attended firewood patrol meetings on 21 and 22 September in Hamadia and Hasaissa camps 
respectively. The women complained because the local police have been included in the patrols without their 
prior consultation. The IDP community still lacks confidence in the police and the women are against 
involving them in firewood patrols. The women said that before reconciling with the local police, they prefer to 
wait for the results of the Abuja peace talks. As a result, the AU CivPol has agreed not to include the police in 
their firewood patrols.  
 
Community-Based Reintegration Projects  
UNHCR carried out a monitoring exercise of education activities being implemented by the Danish Refugee 
Council (DRC). UNHCR observed that DRC has completed the construction of six classrooms for girls at 
Skadiya Primary School and three classrooms for boys at Abkir Sadibe Primary School just around Hisaissa 
camp in Zalingi. The current enrolment in the classrooms of these schools is very high – some classes have 
over 180 children – and the new classrooms will ease congestion.  
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Kalma camp 
In Kalma camp, a large number of women and children IDPs gathered at the AU CivPol compound and 
complained that they have not been registered for the past nine months and consequently did not receive 
assistance. According to WFP, the best way to solve the problem is to start the registration, which has been 
boycotted twice in Kalma. World Vision is working on another tentative registration to take place very soon. 
 
Amel Centre 
Amel Centre, UNHCR’s implementing partner, reported that 373 cases have been filed from June to 
September 2005, with 115 cases in the month of September alone. Ten cases have been closed, while the 
rest are pending. Thirty-four cases have been filed during the reporting period. The charges are arbitrary 
detention and arrest, abduction and rape. Cases of rape are reported to the police station in Bilel, as the 
Attorney-General does not accept cases not brought by the police.  
 
About 130 children in different detention centers around Nyala have been identified and offered legal 
assistance. Amel Centre has made an agreement with the Attorney-General and the police to take over all 
cases related to children and to work for their release. 
 
Acute jaundice syndrome  
The incidence of acute jaundice syndrome (AJS) hepatitis/jaundice in Mukjar is still reported to be alarming 
by Mercy Corps. The expected mission to Mukjar by UNICEF, WHO and Ministry of Health from El Geneina 
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did not take place due to security problems in El Geneina. UNHCR is preparing to distribute via Mercy Corps 
kitchen sets and buckets with lids for families in Mukjar IDP settlement and host community to prevent some 
of the reasons for the occurrence.  
 
World Peace Day 
On 24 September, the youth in Dereig camp celebrated World Peace Day. Traditional dances, songs, drama 
and various sports (such as football and karate) marked the day. All IDPs were mobilized to attend the 
celebration (women, men and children), organized by UNHCR and World Vision.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 19 September 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 9,921,024 


