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This report reviews funding allocated to West and Central Africa countries by the United Nations Central Emergency Fund. It covers the period from 
January to December 2013 

Over US$104.5 million to address humanitarian emergencies  
in West and Central Africa in 2013 

In 2013, The United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) allocated over US$104.5 million to 14 countries in West 
and Central Africa to respond urgently to various humanitarian 
crises. With US$17.8 million, Mali is the largest recipient of CERF 
in the region, followed by the Central African Republic (CAR) 

which received US$ 15.8 million, Niger (US$14.3 million) and 
Chad (US$ 13 million).  
 
In 2013,  a total amount of US$67.2 million was allocated to se-
ven Sahel countries to reduce malnutrition and food insecurity, 
provide life-saving assistance to the most vulnerable, including 
refugees, internally displaced people and host communities, as 
well as to strengthen communities’ resilience to future shocks. 
 
The CERF is a funding mechanism used to quickly and effectively 
address humanitarian emergencies. In 2013, the CERF injected 

over US$ 481.9 million across the world. 
 
 

US$19.7 million allocated within last quarter of 2013 
 
Over the last three months, more than US$19.7 million were allocated to the CAR, Chad, Guinea and Niger. The CAR 
received US$8.7 million to provide life-saving assistance to populations affected by the ongoing conflict. US$5.6 million 
were allocated to Niger to assist populations affected by floods and refugees in Abala, Mangaize, Tabareybarey camps. 

The CERF also granted US$3 million to Chad to provide protection and assistance to refugees, internally displaced 
people and returnees in the eastern and southern regions. Guinea received US$2.2 million to provide food assistance,  
to improve access to safe drinking water and ensure adequate sanitation facilities for 60,621 people affected by the Vio-
lence in Nzérékoré. 
 
 

CERF supports relief efforts in CAR 
 

The security and humanitarian situation in the CAR has considerably de-
teriorated. Violence in the CAR has uprooted nearly one million people. It 
is estimated that 2.2 million, about half the population, need humanita-
rian aid and 1.1 million are facing food shortages. It is estimated that, in 
Bangui, 1,000 people were killed at the beginning of December alone. 
 
Throughout 2013, almost $15.9 million were allocated to respond to the 
most urgent needs in the CAR. Within the second quarter of 2013, over 
US$7.1 million were disbursed to provide life-saving assistance to some 
1.1 million people, including 595,000 children under five years of age. 
Following the intensification of the fighting on 5 December, CERF 

granted an additional $8.7 million for protection, food, agriculture, 
health, shelter and WASH assistance. Meanwhile, to assist refugees from 
the CAR, a total of US$10.4 million were provided to the Democratic Re-

public of Congo (US$8 million) where more than 50,000 people from the CAR sought refuge, and Chad (US$2.4 million). 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and principled humanitarian 

action in partnership with national and international actors.  
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For more information on the CERF and the humanitarian situation in West and Central Africa, please contact :  
Angelita Mendy, OCHA-ROWCA, Public Information, +221 33 869 8510 / +221 77 450 6181, mendya@un.org  

Ivo Brandau, OCHA-ROWCA, Public Information Officer, +221 33 869 8544 / +221 77 450 6232, brandaui@un.org 
 

Follow us on Twitter @OCHAROWCA 

$67.2 million from CERF for the Sahel region 
 

A total of $67.2 million, 65 per cent of CERF allocations in the region, were injected in the Sahel especially to Chad, Ca-
meroon, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria and Senegal.  $23.5 million was allocated to reduce malnutrition rates as well as 
provide food and agriculture assistance to populations facing food insecurity and malnutrition in the Sahel region.  
 
From the amount allocated to the Sahel region, $14 million was directed to lifesaving interventions for populations af-
fected by the Mali crisis especially internally displaced people, Malian refugees in Niger and Mauritania, as well as host 
communities. CERF also allocated $4.7 million to Cameroon and Niger where Thousands of Nigerians have sought re-
fuge. Health, protection and food assistance was provided to displaced populations. 
 
Since November 2011, when the food and nutrition crisis was predicted, CERF has disbursed over $177 million for emer-
gencies in the Sahel. 

 
 

$35.5 million injected in food, agriculture and nutrition assistance 
 

 
Food assistance was the highest funded sector with 
19.2 per cent of allocations made to food in 2013 with 
Health (14.9 per cent) and WASH (14.1 per cent) follo-
wing.  
 
With a total of $35.5 million, CERF fallocations for food, 
agriculture and nutrition programs represent 40 per 

cent of the funding made to the whole region in 2013. 
 
Considering the weak security situation in the region 
especially in Mali, Nigeria and CAR, Protection sector 
was one of the best funded with $8 million allocated by 
CERF . 
 

 
 

CERF has injected over $835 million in the region since 2006 
 
 
Since its creation, in 2006, CERF has allocated a total of 
$835 million to respond quickly and effectively to va-
rious crises in 21 countries in West and Central Africa. 

DRC is the largest recipient of the region with $238.8 
million followed by Niger with $119 million.  
 
2012 received the largest amount with $164.5 million 
of which 52.5 per cent was used to address the food 
and nutrition crisis that had affected 18.7 million 
people. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CERF allocations per sector (US$) 
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