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This report reviews funding allocated to West and Central Africa countries by the United Nations Central Emergency Fund. It covers the period 

from January to March  2013. 

CERF disbursed over US$28 million during first Quarter of 2013  

for emergency humanitarian response in West and Central Africa 

During the first Quarter of 2013, the Central 
Fund for Emergency Response (CERF) has al-
located 28.03 million dollars in five countries 
in West Africa and Central Africa: Liberia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Nigeria and Togo. CERF funds for 
the region represent 19.2 per cent of all CERF 
allocations in the first Quarter in the world, a 
limited share. 
 
The Malian crisis is the source of more than 65 
per cent of CERF disbursements for the re-
gion, either directly (US$ 13.8 million for Mali) 
or indirectly: the whole of $4.47 million alloca-
ted  to UN agencies in Mauritania benefited 
Malian refugees in Mauritania and host com-
munities. 
 
Nigeria has received more than $6.4 million to 
fund assistance projects for people affected by 
the devastating floods of 2012. Togo has re-
ceived more than 323,000 dollars for a project 
of nutritional assistance to Ghanaian refugees 
and their host communities in the north. Final-
ly, Liberia was awarded nearly $3million dol-
lars for under-funded emergencies for projects 
related to Ivorian refugees in eastern coun-
tries and their host communities.  
 

Allocations amounts similar to those of 2011 first Quarter, mainly under Rapid Response window  
 
The total amount allocated by the CERF during the first 
Quarter in the region is similar to that of the first Quarter of 
2011 and much lower than that of 2012, when CERF alloca-
ted $70 million to 11 countries in West and Central Africa, 
including seven Sahel countries, mainly to cope with the acu-
te food and nutrition crisis affecting that area. 
 
The bulk of the allocation (89.3 per cent)  was made under 
the CERF Rapid Response window. The share of allocations 
made under the Under-Funded Emergencies (UFE) window 
was exceptionally low during the period under considera-
tion: 10.7% of the total allocations in the region, vs. 33% in 
2012, 44% in 2011 and 88% in 2010. It represents 3.7% of 
the UFE allocations the global level. As an example, the Cen-
tral African Republic, which had received large allocations 
under the UFE window during the first Quarter of 2012 and 
2011, received none during the first Quarter of 2013.  

Breakdown by countries of 2013 First Quater CERF funding in  

West and Central Africa 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership 

with national and international actors. 
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Significant  share of Allocations benefits  
displaced people  
 
CERF funds allocated to Togo, Liberia and 
Mauritania all benefited refugees and inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs) and their 
hosts. In Mali, more than $2.7 million have 
been allocated to  emergency assistance 
projects directly linked to IDPs or returnees. 
Similarly, over 22 per cent of CERF alloca-
tions to Nigeria went to a UNHCR project 
aiming to provide emergency shelter to peo-
ple displaced by 2012 floods. 
 
Four agencies received 86 per cent of CERF 
allocations in the region during the first 
Quarter. UNICEF and WFP were the main 
beneficiaries with 30.4 per cent and 29.7 
per cent  of the funds respectively, followed 
by the UNHCR (13.9 per cent) and FAO (12 
per cent). 
 
With 20.7 per cent of the allocations of the 
the first Quarter, Food aid remained the best 
funded sector. However, CERF funding were 
considerably lower than during the same 
period of 2012. While 34 million were awar-
ded to Sahel countries alone during the first 
Quarter of 2012 to respond to the Food and 
Nutrition crisis, during the first Quarter of 
2013 Food aid and Nutrition sectors combi-
ned received $7.3 million for the entire re-
gion and the Nutrition sector came ninth in 
order of funding.  By contrast, Agriculture, 
Health, Education and Water and Sanita-
tion, al of them areas considered essential to 
ensure synergy to strengthen the resilience 
of households represented 41.8 per cent of 
allocations during first Quarter. 

For more information on the CERF and the humanitarian situation in West and Central Africa, please contact : 

Remi Dourlot, OCHA-ROWCA, Public Information Officer, +221 33 869 8515 / + 221 77 569 9653, dourlot@un.org 
Angelita Mendy, OCHA-ROWCA, Public Information Associate, +221 33 869 8510 / +221 77 450 6181, mendya@un.org 

While Food  aid remains the main sector benefitting from CERF, 

sectors linked to Resilience building make close to 42 per cent of 

the allocations 

UNICEF and WFP are the main beneficiary agencies of CERF allo-

cations in the region during first Quarter (amounts in  US$) 

With $13.8 million allocated as of 31 March and 
more allocations under consideration, Mali was 
the first recipient of CERF Rapid Response funding 
worldwide. Allocations for Mali represent 30 per 
cent of the Rapid Response funding allocated du-
ring the first Quarter. CERF funds benefited eight 
UN agencies in Mali: FAO, IOM, UNDP, UNHCR, 
UNICEF, UNOPS, WFP and WHO, The breakdown 
by sectors reveals the importance of funding for 
food aid benefiting the populations of the nor-
thern part of the country: almost a third of the 
total. Directly or indirectly, all of the CERF alloca-
tions go to projects involving people of the nor-
thern part of Mali that used to be under the 
control of armed groups. This includes funds for 
displaced people  and those that allow to enhan-
ce security and the telecommunications for huma-

nitarian actors.  

Mali, main beneficiary of CERF Rapid Response allocation during the first Quarter 
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