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REGIONAL OVERVIEW1 
 
SOMALI 
A total of 1.3 million beneficiaries have been estimated to 
be in need of emergency assistance for the coming year  
 

                                                 
1 Kindly note the regional beneficiary figures at this point are preliminary 
and subject to change. The final figures will be included in the 2007 Joint 
Government and Humanitarian partners Appeal due to be launched at the 
end of January.  

 
despite the good performance of the deyr and gu rains, 
according to the preliminary findings of the pastoral area 
assessment mission. The food security prospect of the 
region for the coming year, therefore, is anticipated to be 
below normal. The security situation in the region has also 
exacerbated the fragile food security situation.  
 
Apart from Degehabur zone and Dolo-Odo woreda in Liben 
zone, the onset of deyr rains was timely in most zones. 
Torrential rains in Gode, Afder and Liben zones caused 
catastrophic floods that forced the Shebele, Genale and 
Dawa rivers to burst their banks. The floods killed 80 
people and affected as many as 362,000 people. Many 
animals were also washed away and properties, including 
farms, houses, and irrigation pumps were destroyed. 
Meanwhile, other areas, including northern parts of Fik and 
Degehabur received near normal rains with uneven 
distribution.  
 
The rains have improved water availability, and most 
boreholes, hand dug wells as well as birkads are filled. 
Thus both human and livestock water needs will be 
sustained until the next rainy season in most parts of the 
region except in Ayisaha, Moyale, and Hudet woredas. 
Pasture and browse are also well replenished.  
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Focus on Ethiopia is produced by UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in 
collaboration with other UN agencies and partner NGOs. 
Focus on Ethiopia provides a monthly overview of 
humanitarian trends and activities in Ethiopia, as well as 
focusing on particular issues of interest. Send comments, 
suggestions and contributions to ocha-eth@un.org  
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Crop production is expected to be below normal in most 
agro pastoral and riverine areas due to the repeated 
flooding in the main riverine areas. Nevertheless, near 
normal harvest of long cycle crops, including maize and 
sorghum are expected in Jijiga and Shinile zones.  
 
The unknown camel disease has continued to kill large 
number of animals, particularly in Afder, Liben and Gode 
zones. Consequently, the price of camel has significantly 
decreased. Other livestock prices, however, have shown 
significant increase following their physical improvement 
and high local and external demands. Basic cereal crop 
prices including maize, sorghum and wheat have also 
remained high due to poor supply in the market and cross 
boarder trade restrictions with Somalia. 
 
Although there were no reports of major human disease 
outbreak, the floods have increased incidences of water 
borne diseases, including AWD and bloody diarrhoea. 
AWD has been spreading in the region at an alarming 
rate. To date, a total of 600 cases are reported in Kelafo, 
Mustahil, Gode, East and West Imi and Moyale woredas. 
Incidences of malaria, measles and TB have also 
increased.    
 
These cumulative effects coupled with low purchasing 
power of pastoralists made an estimated 1.3 million people 
to require emergency food assistance in 2007. 
Additionally, approximately 407,360 people require close 
monitoring in all zones. 
 

 
OROMIYA 
The meher/pastoral assessment findings indicated that 
better crop and livestock productions are expected in 2007 
compared to last year. The meher and hagaya rains have 
performed better than previous years in most woredas of 
the region.  
 
The recent assessment mission reported that the 
performance of the rains in most mid-highland and 
highland areas was good. Most highland woredas of Bale, 
Arsi, and North Shewa, however, experienced excessive 
rains, hailstorms and flooding. Nevertheless, in the  
 

 
lowlands of Borena, Arsi, Bale, East Shoa, West Arsi and 
East and West Hararghe zones the start of the season was 
delayed by one to three weeks. Prolonged dry spell 
conditions were also reported in the zones.  
 
Favored by good rainfall performance, the overall crop 
production prospect particularly in highland and mid-
highland areas is anticipated to be better than last year. 
Nevertheless the highlands of Arsi and Bale have 
experienced significant crop reduction due to weather 
adversities. In addition, poor crop production is anticipated 
in lowlands of East Shewa, West Arsi, East and West 
Hararghe zones due to moisture stress and erratic rains. 
Moreover, late onset of the rains and lack of seeds in 
Borena zone have contributed to production failure. As a 
result only meager production of haricot bean is expected 
in the zone.  
 
On the other hand, pasture and water availability have 
improved as a result of favorable meher rains.  
Consequently, the physical condition and productivity of 
livestock have improved. In Fentale (East Shewa) and 
Babile (East Hararghe) woredas, however, shortage of 
water both for human and livestock consumption was 
reported. In Fentale woreda, herds have started to migrate 
to adjacent woredas/zones earlier than the normal time.  
 
No unusual livestock disease outbreak was reported during 
the season. Nevertheless, Ovine Pastolosis killed 
approximately 5000 sheep in Gololcha and Munesa 
woredas of Arsi zone. Contagious Caprine Pleuro 
Pneumonia (CCPP) and pastorolosis also continued to kill 
animals in Borena zone. In addition, livestock size is still 
poor in the zone due to the massive deaths from the 
drought last year, high off take, and disruption of breeding 
cycle.   
 
Prices of crop and livestock are unusually high in all zones 
compared to the same period last year.  
 
Apart from the alarming outbreak of AWD, there were no 
other reports of major disease outbreaks in the region. 
AWD has claimed 159 lives and affected 21,742 people in 
Arsi, Bale, East Shoa, Guji, West Arsi, and Borena zones 
since July. The Government, in collaboration, with 
humanitarian partners has been intervening to contain the 
outbreak. In addition, cases of malnutrition were reported in 
Guba Koricha, Daro Lebu, Habro, Doba and Chiro woredas 
of West Hararghe zone. The situation is of major concern in 
Daro Lebu woreda and requires immediate intervention. 
CARE also reported increased cases of malnutrition in 
Moyale and Dire woredas of Borena zone. Moreover, a 
malaria outbreak is of major concern in the lowland 
woredas of the region particularly in Borena zone.  
 
The assessment mission also reported that there are about 
4,470 IDPs in Arero, Dire, Yabello and Dugda Dawa 
woredas of Borena zone. A total of 2,200 Kenya Borena 
refugees are still residing in two kebeles of Dire woreda in 
the zone. These populations are vulnerable and require 
immediate food and non-food assistance.  
 

Somalia Security Update: In the third week of 
December, the Ethiopian Defence Forces working in 
support of the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) 
in Somalia entred into open conflict with the Union of 
Islamic Courts.  In a two week military offensive, the 
alliance has ousted the Islamist’s from their former 
areas of control in central and southern Somalia and 
regained control for the TFG.  Displacement due to the 
conflict has been largely contained within Somalia and 
expected refugee flows across the border into the 
Somali Regional State of Ethiopia have not 
materialised. As events unfold, however, UNCT will 
carry on closely monitoring the situation and will 
continue to prepare for potential humanitarian impacts 
in Ethiopia.  
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The rain has significantly contributed towards the good 
performance of both crop and livestock productions in 
most woredas. Although large yield losses are expected 
due to adverse weather conditions, this year’s harvest is 
much better than last. The calamities, however, left many 
poor farmers without harvest and no coping strategies to 
support themselves until the next crop production season. 
Therefore, a total of 502,381 people have been identified 
as emergency food aid beneficiaries and approximately 
367,211 people are in need of close monitoring as of 
February 2007 for six to nine months in the cropping areas 
of the region. An additional 78,300 emergency 
beneficiaries and 17,100 people with chronic problems 
have also been identified in Borena zone.   
 
SNNP 
The meher/pastoral assessment findings indicated that the 
overall food security situation is anticipated to remain 
stable for the first half of the coming year. Increased crop 
production coupled with the existing food security related 
programs including PSNP have contributed for the 
favorable condition. Nevertheless, households in areas 
that are affected by weather related hazards are expected 
to face food deficit in the next few months.  
 
The onset of the belg and meher rains was timely. Apart 
from few areas, the overall distribution of both rains was 
optimal. Despite the absence of a buffer dry period 
between the belg and meher rains in some areas, which 
has an adverse impact on crop development, the overall 
favorable weather condition is reported to have highly 
contributed to augmented crop production-- the total area 
cultivated in the region has increased by 8% from the 
reference year. Consequently, crop production is expected 
to the best since the reference year. 
 

 
 
There is no shortage of water and pasture across the 
region that resulted in improved physical performance of 
livestock. Furthermore, there were no major outbreak of 
livestock diseases except the localized prevalence of the 
common endemic ones such as anthrax, black leg and 
trypanosomiasis. 
 
 
 
 

 
On the other hand, despite bumper harvest during the past 
consecutive seasons, prices of cereals remained 
considerably high in the region as compared to the prices 
of the baseline year and the last few years. This trend is 
anticipated to continue due to increased internal and 
external demands. Livestock prices have also increased 
and are expected to remain high due to the increase in 
demand following good livestock physical condition and 
improved market outlet. This condition is mainly affecting 
poor households, who are purchaser of staple crops. 
 
AWD continues to be reported in various woredas of 
Sidama, Kembata Tembaro, Hadiya and Wolayita zones 
with 7,926 cases and 67 mortalities since the outbreak was 
reported in June. The nutrition situation, however, is 
reported to be improved in areas where high malnutrition 
rate among children was reported during the last belg 
season assessment including Mareka and Meskan 
woredas of Gurage zone and Dalocha, Silite, Lanfuro and 
Sankura woredas. 
 
AFAR 
According to preliminary findings of the pastoral 
assessment, no emergency food is required for the first half 
of 2007. The existing food gap in the region is expected to 
be solely addressed by Productive Safety Net Programme 
(PSNP). The favorable condition is mainly attributed to the 
overall better performance of the last sugum and karma 
rains that replenished pasture and water availability. 
 
The overall performance of the karama rains is better than 
the past few years although the onset was late by a week in 
some areas. The general distribution and amount in most 
areas is rated good. Some lowland areas of the woredas in 
zone 2 and 4 as well as most parts of Elidaar and pocket 
areas of northern Dupti, however, were affected by 
moisture stresses. 
 
Major water sources such as the rivers, streams, elas as 
well as deep wells were replenished following the overall 
better performance of the rainfall in most areas of the 
region. Nevertheless, areas with chronic water shortage 
mainly Dallol, Berahle and Erebti in zone, and Yalo and 
Teru in zone 4, and some areas in Elidar of zone 1 
continue to require water tankering in the coming months.  
 
Apart from some areas in zone 2 the favorable rains and 
improvement in pasture and browse improved the physical 
condition of livestock in most areas. Consequently, demand 
for livestock increased that raise livestock prices.  
 
AWD is widely spreading in the region, presently affecting 
eleven woredas, with a total 1,317 cases and 75 moralities. 
The regional Bureau of Health (BoH), UN agencies and 
NGOs including OXFAM INT, MSF-F and Concern Ethiopia 
are putting forth efforts to contain the disease.    
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AMHARA 
Preliminary meher assessment results indicate that 
approximately 150,000 people will require food assistance 
for the coming three –to- nine months in 2007. 
Nevertheless, the overall food security situation of the 
region is expected to remain stable, following good meher 
production prospects coupled with the on-going PSNP and 
other food security programs in the region.  
 
The onset of meher rains was timely in most areas apart 
from pockets in Wag Hamra, midlands of North Gonder 
and lowlands of North and South Wollo. The amount and  
 
distribution of rains were normal to above normal in most 
parts of the region, with few exceptions in the lowlands of 
North and South Wollo zones with reports of erratic 
rainfall.  
 
The cessation of the rain was late by two weeks in most 
areas.  
 
The favorable belg rains created conducive environment 
for the timely preparation of farm lands. A larger plot of 
land is covered by meher crop with 12.7 percent increment 
from the plot of land that was cultivated last year.  
Consequently, crop production prospect is anticipated to 
be good in most areas of the region. 
 

 
 
Apart from some lowland kebeles in Oromiya zone, the 
livestock physical condition is good following improved 
pasture and water availability. The devastating floods have 
also created pasture shortage in most parts of West 
Gojam, North and South Gonder zones. The conditions 
are, however, improving since late September.  
  
Significant increments have been observed on both crops 
and livestock prices across the region. The increment is 
attributed to the inflow of cash under PSNP and other food 
security programs, increasing cross-boarder trading and 
shortage of supply as a result of less production in 2005 
meher. 
 
With regards to human health, AWD and Kala Azar cases 
are reported in most areas of the region. Furthermore, 
endemic malaria cases were reported in some areas that 
was put under control.  
 
 
 

 
No major livestock disease is reported in the region, apart 
from some incidences of shoat pox diseases that killed over 
3,500 shoats in Wag Hamra zone and some cases of 
anthrax and pasteurollosis in some areas of the region.  
 
TIGRAY 
Although, the rainfall and crop performance were good in 
2006 as compared to last year and previous five years, 
food self-sufficiency is still far from ideal, reports the meher 
assessment. Hailstorm, moisture stress, floods, early 
cessation of meher rains and long dry spell in June and 
July in pockets of some woredas resulted in low 
performance of crops. As a result an estimated 146,105 
people will have acute food shortage and will require 
emergency food assistance for the coming six months 
starting from January 2007. This estimate doesn’t include 
the 1,453,707 chronic food insecure people, which are 
already supported by the Productive Safety Net Program in 
the region.  
 
The overall performance of 2006 meher2 season was good 
including the amount and distribution. With the exception of 
T/Abergelle and some kebeles of Alamata, meher rains 
started on time in all woredas. Early cessation of the rains 
was reported in T/Abergele, Raya Azebo, Hintalo Wagirat, 
Alamata and all visited woredas of Eastern zone. The 
season was also characterized by such calamities as 
hailstorms, floods, windstorms, and pests. In addition, an 
unexpected and extended dry spell was reported in June 
and July.  
 
Favorable rains, however, have increased this year’s 
harvest. Cultivated areas have increased in all zones as 
compared to the average of the previous five years. 
Planting of both long and short cycle crops was on time in 
most visited woredas. The performance of crops was also 
good as compared to the previous five years. Eastern zone 
of the region, however, had the lowest harvest, due to the 
early cessation of the rains in most of the woredas. 
Nevertheless the yield is still higher than the previous five 
years average.  
 
Livestock feed and water availability have improved 
substantially. As a result, livestock physical condition is 
good in all the visited woredas. No major livestock disease 
outbreak has occurred during the year. There were also no 
reports of unusual livestock movement from all woredas 
during the past six months. Consequently, there is no 
significant change in herd size and quality. 
 
The terms of trade for cereal and livestock were good this 
year as prices of both has increased. In Southern zone, 
however, due to fresh harvest the price of cereals has 
shown small decline.  
 
Apart from the alarming outbreak of AWD, no major human 
disease outbreak was reported during the year.  
 

                                                 
2 The annual food production in Tigray is almost fully 
dependant on meher crop production. 
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The disease has so far killed 7 people from 1,737 cases in 
Mekele, South West and Western zones. All lowland 
woredas also reported high incidence of malaria in June 
2006. The chronic liver disease in Kelakil area of T/Koraro 
killed five people during the last seven months. Efforts are 
underway to contain the disease. In addition, since the 
third week of November there is a small outbreak of 
Pharyngeal-lymphadenitis in one school in Ahferom 
woreda that affected 56 students out of the 1000 students. 
Efforts are underway to control the disease.  In addition, in 
E/Mekoni woreda, an outbreak of adult measles has killed 
six people in September and October. During the June 
EOS screening, most woredas have reported different 
levels of malnutrition. According to the assessment team, 
the woredas are receiving assistance.  
 
HARARI  
Favorable rainfall conditions, input supplies and cultivation 
have resulted in significant food security in Harari this 
year.  
 
Harari received the highest recorded meher pre-harvest 
crop production estimate in more than fifteen years 
exceeding the previous year by 43 percent.  Pocket areas, 
however, will require food assistance in 2007. Moisture 
stress, a pest known as sorghum head smut and flooding 
have affected the crop production in six kebeles. As a 
result approximately 800 people are estimated to require 
four months food assistance from June 2007 due to meher 
crop failure.  
 
Moreover, Harari hosts 5,000 Sheikash IDPs from Somali 
Region who fled tribal conflict in July 2006.  The IDPs are 
in urgent need of food assistance as their livelihoods have 
been disrupted and they are now relying on donations 
from the host community and limited assistance provided 
by the Food Security Disaster Prevention and 
Preparedness Office and ICRC. DPPA has dispatched a 
one month food and non-food ration for 5,000 IDPs in 
December. An estimated nine months of food assistance 
was recommended for the displaced population from 
December 2006.  
 
DIRE DAWA 
The meher rainfall was generally good but adverse 
weather conditions such as flooding and hailstorms, 
widespread crop pests and disease has resulted in areas 
of continued food insecurity for 2007.  
 
The performance of meher rains was good in the midlands 
but poor in lowland areas characterized by elongated dry 
spells in May and early September. Adverse weather 
conditions such as flooding and hailstorms accounted for 
475 hectares of damaged crops and adversely affected 
approximately 1170 households. 
 
In addition, crop pest and disease was prevalent during 
the current meher season. Favourable rainfall in the 
majority of areas, however, has resulted in an estimated 
eight percent increase in crop production.   
 
 

 
Availability and access to pasture is satisfactory in most 
areas but water ponds in the lowlands have not reached 
their full capacity increasing fears that available water will 
not be sufficient to sustain livestock until the next belg 
season.  

 
Adverse conditions have rendered an estimated 21,650 in 
need of six months food assistance from April 2007 the 
majority of whom are located in lowland areas. Favourable 
rains in the highlands, however, have decreased the overall 
food insecurity situation by thirty percent from last year.  
 
GAMBELLA  
The preliminary findings of the meher assessment estimate 
that 43,000 people will be in need of food assistance and 
23,700 people need to be closely monitored in 2007.3 
While the meher rains were better than previous years, 
adverse weather conditions such as heavy rain, hailstorm 
and flooding damaged crops. Of the 17,789.5 hectares of 
cultivated land approximately fifteen percent has been 
rendered non-productive with substantial yield loss 
expected in Itang, Gambella, Lare, Gog, Jikawo and Jor 
woredas.  
 
Moreover, the flooding has caused shortage of pasture 
resulting in weak physical condition of livestock and 
reduced productivity. High incidence of foot and mouth 
disease was observed in Lare, Itang, Jikawo and Jor 
woredas. The livestock situation is further aggravated by 
the lack of animal health facilities in the region. In addition, 
pastoralist communities suffered further losses of livestock 
due to attacks and cattle raiding by the Low and Ajiba 
people from Sudan.  
 
Market value of livestock, however, has increased due to 
increased cross-border trade with Sudan.  
 
The preliminary findings of the assessment also found that 
human health conditions had been affected by the flood 
with a renewed outbreak of AWD months after the region 
successfully contained an outbreak in April. To date, 72 
cases with two deaths have been reported with cases 
mostly affecting the Nuer community. MSF-Switzerland,  

                                                 
3 The annual food production in Gambella Region is almost 
fully dependant on Meher crop production.  
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UNICEF and the Regional Health Bureau are collaborating 
on the response. The second outbreak in the region within 
the year signals the importance of the finalization of the 
water supply system in Gambella town.  
 
Malaria was also found to be endemic and widespread 
throughout the region. Better preparedness, however, was 
identified as contributing to a substantial decrease in 
cases compared to other years. Moreover, the measles 
outbreak in Abobo woreda was also confirmed.  
 
In response to the measles outbreak, UNICEF, WHO and 
the Regional Health Bureau have planned a measles 
catch up campaign targeting fifteen year olds in January. 
Moreover, a measles campaign for under fives will be 
combined with the Enhanced Outreach Strategy planned 
to start on 8 January.  
 
BENSHANGUL-GUMUZ  
The preliminary findings of the meher assessment indicate 
that the performance of the meher rain this year was good 
and crop production prospect is promising in most 
woredas of the region.  
 
In some kebeles in Pawe Special and Homosha woredas, 
however, heavy rain and hailstorm has caused serious 
crop damage and substantial yield losses are expected. 
Moreover, traditional coping mechanisms have been 
exhausted by below normal rain fall for the past 2-3 years.  
 
The physical condition of livestock is good but livestock 
disease such as trypanosomiasis, Contagious Bovine 
Pleuro-Pneumonia and Lumpy Skin Disease are prevalent. 
Communities have been advised not to consume livestock 
and all butcheries and abattoirs were closed in Assosa, 
the capital of the region. The livestock situation is further 
hindered by an absence of animal healthcare facilities in 
particular vaccines in the region. Market prices, however, 
had reportedly increased.  
 
While malaria is endemic to the region, no human disease 
epidemic was reported.  
 

 

 
Due to the adverse affects of extreme weather conditions in 
pocket areas, approximately 2,300 people are estimated to 
be in need of five months emergency relief food assistance 
as of April 2007. A further 3,700 people are to be closely 
monitored.  
 
 
 
 

TOTAL FOOD REQUIREMENTS (Jan. – Dec. 2006) 
(Food and  Supplementary Food Component of EOS) 507,600 tonnes
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 431,063 tonnes
FUNDED 85%
 
TOTAL NON-FOOD REQUIREMENTS  
(January – December 2006) 

US$ 111,117,992

Contributions: 
Agriculture US$ 5,779,050
Health and Nutrition US$ 34,157,310
Water and Sanitation US$ 15,265,036
Disaster Response / Capacity  Strengthening US$  115,000
Overall Coordination  US$  930,728

 
GRAND TOTAL US$  56,247,124
FUNDED                      50.6%

 
UPCOMING AND ONGOING MEETINGS  
 
In Addis Ababa 
 
January 10      Appeal steering committee meeting, DPPA   
                        Conference room, 09:00 a.m.  
                                         
January 5, 12   UN Department of Safety and Security Meeting, 
                         UNDSS Office, 09:30 a.m. (Open to all)     
 

UN/NGO information sharing meeting, UNDP 
Conference room, 11:00 a.m. (Invitation only) 

 
January 9, 23   Water Task Force meeting, MoW, 10:00 a.m.,  
                          (Open to all) 

 
January 11        AWD National Coordination Committee   
                          Meeting and Emergency Health and Task   
                          Force meeting, MoH, 03:00p.m., (Open to all) 
 
January 30        Early Warning Working Group meeting, DPPA  
                          Conference room, 10:00a.m., (Open to all) 

           (To be confirmed)  
 
January 25        Technical Information Management Exchange  
                          Meeting, DPPA, 10:00a.m. (Open to all) 

            (To be confirmed) 
 
Events 
 
January 9 & 10 Humanitarian Financing Workshop,  
                          Sheraton Hotel, (Invitation only) 
 
 
 
                 


