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Current issues 

Record crop, but food access remains issue 

The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) of 
the United Nations, in its report of 22 October on the 
crop and food security assessment, announces that 
crop yields in 2009 in Tajikistan are exceptionally 
good, but access to food remains difficult for 
vulnerable families. 

The wheat crop is at a record high of 829,000 tons, 
one quarter more than last year. Yields of potatoes 
and other staple crops also substantially increased 
this season. Timely and well-distributed rainfall, 
improved seeds, and wider use of fertilizer all 
contributed to this improvement. 

Nevertheless, prices for wheat and other food items 
remain above pre-food crisis levels. This factor, 
together with the drop in remittances from migrant 
labor, continues to hamper the ability of vulnerable 
populations to buy food. 

For more information: nassim.jawad@fao.org 

 

________________________________________ 

Response activities 

How to construct a safe house using clay 

The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 
(ISDR) of the United Nations has launched a guide 
entitled ‘How to construct a safe house using clay.’ 
The 44-page manual teaches rural dwellers who 
intend to construct a new house how they can make 

it seismic-resistant while using local materials such 
as mud bricks, stone and wood. 

Easy and affordable techniques are shown using 
explanatory illustrations. Once implemented, they 
will ensure that the house resists earthquakes of 
moderate intensity. The various sections include 
instructions on the selection of a safe building site, 
the correct lay-out for the house, testing clay and 
the strength of bricks, and safe construction 
techniques.  

 

 
 

Horizontal reinforcement of walls using wire or wooden nets | ISDR 

Copies are available in Russian and Tajik. ISDR is 
looking for partners for the promotion and the 
dissemination of the manuals. The production of the 
booklets is supported by the European Commission 
Humanitarian aid Office (ECHO). 

For more information: vladimir.kuimov@undp.org 

 

Risk of disasters reduced in 45 communities  

Focus Humanitarian Assistance (FOCUS) has 
carried out disaster risk reduction projects in 41 
communities in Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous 
Oblast (GBAO) as well as four bordering 
communities in the Afghan province of  
Badakhshan. The interventions targeted 18 
localities and included heavy structural adaptation 
works, community-based disaster preparedness 
training, the development of village disaster 
management plans, and the installation of radio 
communication systems. Children benefited from an 
awareness-raising campaign in 23 schools and 
eight summer camps; 120 government partners 
were also trained. 

In addition, FOCUS distributed 5,000 leaflets on 
natural hazards at the sales offices of Indigo, a 
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mobile phone company operating in Tajikistan, so 
as to raise awareness on disaster risk and 
preparedness among its customers. The same 
information was disseminated to the people of 
GBAO through local newspapers and television, in 
partnership with nine local media outlets. 

The activities were carried out under the project 
‘Fostering Disaster-Resilient Communities in 
Isolated Mountain Environments,’ which is 
supported by ECHO. 

For more information: 
malohat.shoinbodova@focushumanitarian.org  

 

37 women trained on disaster risk reduction  

Mission East, a Danish NGO, hosted two practical 
seminars on disaster risk reduction preparation. 
Twenty women were trained in Kulyab district 
between 28 and 30 October and 17 women in 
Penjakent district on 12 and 13 November. The 
participants were members of village disaster risk 
reduction groups, the Committee of Emergency 
Situations and Civil Defense (CoES), and local 
community organizations. 

The training was based on the premise that women 
are more likely to take precautions and engage in 
preparation activities in order to minimize their risk if 
they are aware of the hazards and the feasible 
mitigation actions and are empowered to do so.  

The program included real-life case studies of 
hazards and disasters experienced by participants, 
personal risk assessments, a simulation of a critical 
incident, skills development sessions including an 
outdoor obstacle course, social network planning, 
and information on property and ownership rights for 
post-disaster damage assessments. 

Women demonstrated extensive knowledge about 
measures to take in the event of floods, mudflows, 
earthquake and other critical incident situations. The 
seminar reinforced their sense of self-efficacy and 
their ability to take action in the face of extreme 
conditions. 

For more information: 
marydean_purves@miseast.tojikiston.com 

 

Hygiene campaign for 6 million people 

On 15 October, Global Hand-washing Day, the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) launched 
a one-month hygiene promotion campaign in 
Tajikistan. Television and radio spots sensitized 

children and their communities about the 
importance of washing hands with soap to prevent 
disease. The campaign also focused on safe 
drinking water and personal hygiene. These simple 
but powerful messages, which were broadcasted 
nationwide, reached almost six million people in the 
country. 

The campaign culminated in a popular concert in 
Dushanbe on 15 November, which was attended by 
800 children from schools across the country and 
their parents. On this occasion, Ms. Hongwei Gao, 
UNICEF representative in Tajikistan, reminded the 
crowd that washing your hands with soap is one of 
the most effective and cheap ways to prevent 
diarrhea, respiratory diseases and the H1N1 
influenza virus. 

For more information: asodiqov@unicef.org 

 

________________________________________ 

Coordination 

REACT trained on Early Recovery  

The Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery of 
the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) organized a training on Early Recovery for 
REACT members on 9 November. Some 30 
participants learned about the concept and the roll-
out of UNDP’s Early Recovery program in 
Tajikistan. The clusters identified typical Early 
Recovery activities during a disaster simulation 
exercise and identified challenges with the 
mobilization of resources for the current REACT 
Early Recovery Appeal. 

At the end of the meeting, participants agreed on 
action points to take the Early Recovery agenda 
forward in Tajikistan. 

For more information: khusrav.sharifov@undp.org 
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