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Pledges and contributions 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) is pleased to acknowledge the receipt of seven new 
contributions (as of 29 February) totalling $52,506,482.03. They 
were made by Colombia ($20,000), Italy (an additional 
$1,380,300) and Sweden ($7,861,635.19) for 2007, and 
Denmark ($9,931,472.84), Ireland ($33,301,074), the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia ($2,000) and Thailand (an 
additional $10,000) for 2008. Meanwhile, new pledges were 
announced by Kuwait ($50,000), Morocco ($5,000) and the 
United Arab Emirates ($50,000) for 2008. 

Since its inception two years ago, the CERF has received, 
so far, pledges and contributions from 90 governments, in 
addition to six public or private organizations. The broad donor 
base shows the commitment of Member States to a key element 
of the humanitarian reform. The CERF is a unique financial 
mechanism at the disposal of governments looking to enhance 
their assistance to populations hit by a disaster. It is the support 
from Member States that allows OCHA to manage the CERF 
as a fund for all by all. 

Country highlights 

In February 2008, the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) 
approved over $27.5 million in grants from the CERF’s window 
for rapid response. 

AFGHANISTAN – Wheat flour has become unaffordable for 
many low income households. About 2.55 million people are 
critically food-insecure. The World Food Programme (WFP) is 
using a $6.9 million CERF grant (or less than 9% of the total 
project) to provide food assistance to 22,600 households (or 
135,600 people) during a three-month period. 

A CERF allocation of more than $800,000 (out of a total 
budget of $3.6 million) is enabling the UN Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) to prevent and control malnutrition among 237,000 
children and 118,000 pregnant and breastfeeding women. It is 
providing essential food such as high-energy protein biscuits, 
therapeutic milk and micronutrients to health facilities to 
mitigate deficiencies. 

With $250,000 from the CERF, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) is making essential drugs as well as health 
supplies and equipment available in several provinces, and 
providing training to health workers. This project is targeting a 
vulnerable population of over 400,000 people in food-insecure 
communities. 

BOLIVIA – The La Niña climatic phenomenon has been 
causing flooding in Bolivia since November 2007, causing 
deaths, displacements, damaged housing and infrastructure and 
the loss of crops.  

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is using a 
$288,600 CERF allocation to distribute seeds, fertilizers, 
pasture and concentrated food to affected families in the 
departments of La Paz and Cochabamba. Other activities 
include technical assistance for agricultural production, and 
surveillance and diagnosis of animal diseases.  

 
Wheat flour prices have risen in Afghanistan by almost 60% in 2007 
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UNICEF is coordinating with government authorities to 
install temporary learning spaces and distribute educational 
materials to both teachers and students. This project draws on a 
$76,770 CERF grant and benefits 10,000 children. UNICEF is 
also training mothers on nutrition, health, hygiene, care and 
protection of toddlers between 6 and 24 months. In addition, a 
$244,000 CERF grant is enabling UNICEF to provide safe 
drinking water to 6,300 families and supply safe excreta disposal. 
Another UNICEF project, funded with $126,000 from the CERF, 
is offering psychosocial support services for approximately 10,000 
children and adolescents, while strengthening the prevention of 
sexual abuse in temporary shelters. 

With preliminary assessments indicating that 27,000 families 
(or 135,000 individuals) need immediate food assistance, WFP is 



 

 

using a $1 million CERF grant to distribute family rations to all 
food-insecure households and deliver fortified blended food to 
children in need. A $161,000 CERF grant is enabling WHO to 
strengthen epidemiological surveillance and health promotion, as 
well as provide medicines and psychosocial support. 

A UN Population Fund (UNFPA) project, benefiting from 
a $48,000 CERF grant, will help strengthen the networks of 
maternal health services for women and young people living in 
temporary shelters. UNFPA is also distributing male and female 
condoms, along with emergency contraceptive pills and clean 
delivery kits, for pregnant women who cannot be transferred to 
regular health facilities. 

A $264,000 CERF allocation is enabling the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) to make sure 1,000 families 
receive immediate relief assistance such as non-food items and 
shelters through the creation of four rapid response hubs. 

CAMEROON – An estimated 30,000 Chadian refugees crossed 
into north-eastern Cameroon following the outbreak of fighting 
in N’Djamena between a coalition of Chadian opposition 
armed groups and governmental troops in early February. 
Although most have returned to their homeland, the UN 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR) estimated that 10,000 Chadian 
refugees in the Cameroonian town of Kousseri remain affected 
by the political crisis, in addition to some 10,000 locals. As 
there are no adequate structures in Kousseri, UNHCR has used 
a $1.7 million CERF grant to relocate over 5,500 refugees to a 
camp in Maltam, 32 kilometres away from the border. UNHCR 
is providing the refugees with basic non-food items such as 
plastic sheeting, sleeping mats, blankets, mosquito nets, jerry 
cans, cooking stoves, soap and sanitary items and 20 liters of 
water per person. The UN agency is also supplying sanitation 
facilities (garbage, latrines, and drainage) and primary health 
care through camp health centres. 

A $1.1 million CERF allocation is enabling WFP to supply 
dry rations to 10,000 Chadians and 10,000 affected locals in 
Kousseri. With a second grant of $557,000 WFP is helping the 
UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) support the activities 
of humanitarian workers by increasing flights from Cameroon’s 
capital Yaoundé to refugee areas. 

CERF allocations totalling $843,000 are enabling UNICEF 
to implement six different projects. The UN agency is mounting 
two mass immunization campaigns for 20,000 Chadian refugees 
and 10,000 members of host populations, all of them women 
and children. UNICEF is also supporting maternal and neonatal 
care for 11,200 women in Kousseri by supplying clean delivery 
and emergency health kits, delivery beds, mosquito nets, anti-
malaria drugs and other health provisions. Another programme 
is seeking to provide 15 litres of drinking water per day and 
access to proper sanitation facilities to 10,000 people in transit 
camps. The UN agency is also supplying 500 children under five 
and 125 pregnant and breastfeeding women suffering from acute 
malnutrition with therapeutic foods, micronutrient supplements 
and essential drugs. Another project is supporting the primary 

school education of 3,500 kids by providing temporary learning 
spaces, materials for classrooms and other equipment. Finally, 
UNICEF is supporting a programme to prevent violence against 
women and children and the separation of kids from their 
caregivers. 

UNFPA is using $82,000 from the CERF to supply male 
and female condoms and post-exposure prophylaxis to 
refugees, provide emergency training of medical professionals 
and community health workers to respond to rape cases, and 
sensitize health workers about HIV/AIDS. 

To meet the refugees’ health needs, WHO is seeking to 
control the potential outbreak of diseases in the refugee camp 
by training health workers in case management of epidemics 
and sensitizing people on preventative measures and hygiene. 
WHO is also monitoring the immunization campaign against 
measles and polio. 

The UN Department for Security and Safety (UNDSS) 
project is using $122,000 from the CERF to establish a safe 
environment for humanitarian relief operations. UNDSS is 
coordinating with law enforcement authorities and advising UN 
and non-governmental organization (NGO) staff on safety and 
security issues. 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC – The ongoing armed 
conflict in the Central African Republic (CAR) is directly 
affecting approximately one quarter of the country’s four million 
inhabitants, while another million is at risk to be drawn into the 
crisis. UN agencies and their NGO partners are supporting the 
government’s response to the needs of these populations. 
However, due to insecurity and poor infrastructure, access to the 
beneficiaries remains a key challenge.  

Almost $1 million CERF funding is enabling the UNHAS 
to make regularly scheduled flights to 15 destinations in the 
CAR by chartering two aircrafts. Some 100 flights every month 
are expected to airlift 200 passengers and six metric tonnes 
(MT) of cargo altogether. At least 38 NGOs and UN agencies 
are benefiting from the services. 

DJIBOUTI – Due to drought, alarming malnutrition rates have 
occurred in rural areas, and affected populations, especially 
children, run a high risk of contracting communicable diseases. 
With a $685,000 CERF grant, UNICEF is supplying drinking 
water to 17,500 people by deepening and sealing wells and 
providing hand pumps. UNICEF is also strengthening the 
screening of malnutrition throughout health facilities and at the 
community level, while distributing therapeutic milk and drugs. 

$980,000 from the CERF is enabling WFP to provide food 
to 55,000 drought victims. A $223,000 CERF allocation is 
allowing WHO to support mobile clinics with logistics support 
and outreach activities.  

During 2006 and 2007 the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) used a CERF allocation to set up 13 small 
agro-pastoral sites, producing fruit, vegetables and goat milk. A 
new CERF grant of $266,000 is helping the agency boost the 
agro-pastoral sites. Project activities include the distribution of 



 

 

food supplements enriched with proteins and vitamins and the 
planting of hedges to augment goat milk production. FAO is also 
providing seeds to grow vegetables and fruit. The programme is 
targeting an estimated 130,000 vulnerable individuals. 

TAJIKISTAN – Abnormally cold weather conditions in 
Tajikistan, causing heavy snow fall and frozen rivers, have 
damaged agriculture and critical infrastructure, and led to 
drastic energy shortages. Low agricultural harvests due to hail 
storms, drought and a locust invasion, combined with increased 
fuel and food prices, have left an estimated two million people 
in need of food. The lack of energy and water supply in the 
majority of maternity hospitals is resulting in poor prenatal and 
neonatal care services, and health centres are facing frequent 
power failures and blackouts. 

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) is using $1.8 
million from the CERF to obtain fuel oil so that the electrical 
power and heat generating facilities in Dushanbe can provide 
essential services to 1.2 million individuals. In addition, with a 
$372,000 CERF grant, UNDP is delivering water to selected 
people in Dushanbe, Kurgan Tube and Khujent through a 
combination of water tankering and key repairs to the supply 
systems. 

Drawing on a $580,000 CERF grant, UNICEF is providing 
baby blankets, essential life saving drugs and basic equipment to 
public health centres and maternity hospitals in several areas. A 
$2.2 million CERF grant is enabling WFP to run a feeding 
programme that is providing 2,745 MT of basic rations to nearly 
200,000 people. 

With a $250,000 CERF allocation, WHO is helping to 
ensure that key priority health facilities receive sustained energy 
supplies in order to maintain life-saving health services. WHO 
is also mobilizing equipment and supplies to health centres and 
supporting logistics and energy supply lines. 

YEMEN – Fighting between government troops and a 
rebel group in Yemen’s northwestern Saada governate has lead 
to increased humanitarian needs. With 116 schools closed and 
another four completely destroyed, the educational system is 
seriously crippled. In addition to the 40,000 students who 
would normally attend these schools, more than 1,800 children 
staying in camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) have 
no access to education. With a CERF grant of $97,000, 
UNICEF is assisting the education authorities in their efforts to 
provide temporary classrooms. It is also supplying 10,000 
school kits and stationery, as well as psycho-educational 
activities for children from the camps and the surrounding 
areas. Another CERF allocation of $80,000 is enabling 
UNICEF and its implementing partners Islamic Relief and the 
Yemeni Medical Charitable Society to scale up psychosocial 
care and family tracing for 3,000 displaced children. UNICEF is 

also seeking to raise awareness of child protection issues among 
1,000 IDP families and training 100 local authority 
representatives to develop action plans to strengthen child 
protection at the community level.  

 
CERF is funding food assistance in Yemen’s Saada governate       [Photo: WFP]  

UNICEF is using a CERF allocation of more than 
$400,000 to continue a community therapeutic feeding (CTF) 
project launched in late 2007. The UN agency is aiming to 
reduce acute, severe and moderate malnutrition among children 
under five and pregnant or breastfeeding women, expand the 
screening for moderate malnutrition, and reinforce the capacity 
of local health workers through training. 

The fighting has displaced 77,000 people and caused a 
serious food shortage. Since WFP now has access to regions 
that could not be reached before, it is expanding its food 
assistance to additional groups with a $2.2 million CERF 
allocation. WFP is purchasing local food items, in particular 
high-energy biscuits to address malnutrition among children, 
which its implementing partners will distribute. 

UNHCR is targeting the same population with a project 
aiming to protect IDPs and returnees using $930,000 from the 
CERF. It has a triple goal: to ensure that those who fled their 
habitat have access to medical assistance, education and 
emergency shelter in their new area; to address the voluntary 
return of IDPs; and to allocate tents to those in need and to 
support the rehabilitation of temporary shelters for vulnerable 
families once they are back home. 

Subscribe to the CERF newsletter 

If you want to receive our newsletter every month in your 
electronic mailbox, please send a short note to cerf@un.org. 


