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No. 316 Hot Topics  December 2009 
Good Friends” aims to help the North Korean people from a humanistic point of 

ew and publishes “North Korea Today” describing the way the North Korean 

ople live as accurately as possible. We at Good Friends also hope to be a bridge 
tween the North Korean people and the world.] 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

ot Topics No. 316]  

fficial Government-set Prices Are Publicly Announced in the Markets  

n December 12, National Surveys on Public Opinion Are Initiated by City (County) 

rty Officials Regarding Currency Revaluation 

arket Operations to Be Suspended for Three Days Beginning December 14, a Sign 

 Readjust Official Government-set Market Prices  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

ot Topicsot Topicsot Topicsot Topics    No. 3No. 3No. 3No. 311116666] ] ] ]     

fficial Governmentfficial Governmentfficial Governmentfficial Government----set Prices Are Publicly Announced in the Marketsset Prices Are Publicly Announced in the Marketsset Prices Are Publicly Announced in the Marketsset Prices Are Publicly Announced in the Markets  
orth Korean authorities publicly announced the official national prices in the markets. 
ntents of announcement are as follow: 22 to 23 won per Kg for rice, 8 won for corn, 12 

on for crushed maize, 10 won for corn noodle, 22 won for flour, 9 to 13 won for tofu soy, 
 won for soy oil, 12 won for red bean, 10 Won for string bean, 21 to 22 won for potato 

arch, 15 to 18 won for millet, 45 won for pork, 50 won for chicken, 40 won for dog meat, 
 won for rabbit meat, 30 to 50 won for whiting fish, 35 to 45 won for sea bass (a set of 2), 
 to 100 won for clams, 60 to 100 won for Atka mackerel, 3 won for an egg, 30 to 40 won 
r dried pepper, 40 won for powdered-sugar (sugar), 3 won for a cake of tofu, 30 to 40 won 
r a fresh octopus, 3 won for cabbage, 5 won for radish, 35 to 45 won for a package of food 
asoning, 300 to 550 won for a ready-made men’s suit, 350 to 500 won for a ready-made 
omen’s dress, 200 to 300 won for men’s underwear, 250 to 350 won for women’s 
derwear, 35 won for a pair of men’s jogging shoes, 30 won for a pair of women’s shoes, 
0 to 300 won for a pair of men’s shoes, 250 to 400 won for a pair of women’s shoes, 10 
 15 won for market fee, 0.5 won for bicycle storage at market.  
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Table: Official Government-set Prices, Publicly Announced on December 9 
Figures in () Are Those Announced at the Time of Economic Management Reform Measure 
of July 1, 2002 

ITEMS UNIT New PRICE 

Grains, 
Food Items 

Rice kg 22-23(44) 
Corn kg 8(24) 
Crushed Maize kg 12 
Corn Noodle kg 10 
Flour kg 22 
Tofu Soy kg 9-13 
Red Bean kg 12 
String Bean kg 10 
Potato Starch kg 21-22 
Tofu Cake 3 
Millet kg 15-18 

Produce 
Radish kg 5 
Cabbage kg 3 

Meat 

Pork kg 45(170) 
Chicken kg 50 
Eggs ea 3 
Dog Meat kg 40 

Fish 

Whiting Fish kg 30-50 
Atka mackerel ea 35-45 
Fresh Octopus kg 30-40 
Clams kg 50-100 
Sea bass kg 60-100 

Spices 
Sugar kg 40 
Seasoning Package 35-45 
Soy Oil kg 50(180) 

Ready-Made 
Clothing 

Suit(Men) Suit 300-550 
Dress(Women) Suit 350-500 
Underwear(Men) Piece 200-300 
Underwear(Women) Piece 250-350 
Jogging Shoes(Men) Pair 35(180) 
Jogging Shoes(Women) Pair 30 
Shoes(Men) Pair 200-300 
Shoes(Women) Pair 250-400 

Public Fees 
Market Stand Fee  10-15 
Bicycle Storage Fee  0.50 

 



 

On December 12, National Surveys on Public Opinion Are Initiated by City (County) On December 12, National Surveys on Public Opinion Are Initiated by City (County) On December 12, National Surveys on Public Opinion Are Initiated by City (County) On December 12, National Surveys on Public Opinion Are Initiated by City (County) 

Party Officials Regarding Currency Revaluation Party Officials Regarding Currency Revaluation Party Officials Regarding Currency Revaluation Party Officials Regarding Currency Revaluation     
The Central Party issued a directive, “to listen to the people’s opinion as to what would be 
the best the government could do with food supply to the people and market prices.” 
Accordingly, beginning December 12, all the city and county party administration officials 
initiated national surveys on public opinion by selecting three households at random within 
each neighborhood unit. They paid visits to the randomly selected households and asked 
the heads of the households of their opinion on the currency revaluation. Questions were 
centered on whether laborers were compensated properly and whether the market prices 
were set appropriately. They also asked for frank and honest opinions about the national 
policies. They tried to persuade people hesitant to speak out that nothing would happen to 
them for their opinions. Information on the trends of public opinion collected in this 
manner by the propaganda section of city (county) party was sent to the central party 
through the provincial party. A party official made a comment, “City propaganda section 
listened to the words on the appropriateness of national policies and what people’s 
interests are. They found that presently, all the prices including grain price are going up too 
fast and closure of markets are causing hard times to people.” 
 

On December 13, City (On December 13, City (On December 13, City (On December 13, City (County) Party Plenary Sessions Get Busy in Efforts to Track County) Party Plenary Sessions Get Busy in Efforts to Track County) Party Plenary Sessions Get Busy in Efforts to Track County) Party Plenary Sessions Get Busy in Efforts to Track 

Public Opinion Trends Regarding Currency Revaluation Public Opinion Trends Regarding Currency Revaluation Public Opinion Trends Regarding Currency Revaluation Public Opinion Trends Regarding Currency Revaluation     
Nationally, all the city (county) parties held plenary sessions to figure out the public opinion 
on the market prices after the currency revaluation. Present at the plenary sessions were 
party leaders of factories and public enterprises, general managers, security agency officials, 
police officials, other law enforcement officials including prosecutors, educators and 
medical-field officials. Each of them was asked of what changes they observed in their 
places of work after the currency revaluation. Prevalent were the opinions that instability of 
market prices since the currency exchange into new one causes hardships on the residents’ 
everyday lives. All of them urged that city (county) party should provide a means to resolve 
the problems as soon as possible. The secretary in charge of the party promised to the 
participants that the market prices will be reverted to the official market prices before 
December 20 as publicly announced. Currently, the prices of rice and corn per Kg are set at 
23 and 8 won, respectively, but suggestions were made that they should come down to 19 
and 7 won, respectively. Even the Central Party expressed willingness that it would finish 
assessment on the overall status of the market prices and residents’ everyday lives by the 
end of December and provide measures to enhance the standards of living conditions of 
laborers and farmers to stability as intended with the currency revaluation measure. 
 

Market Operations to Be Suspended for Three Days Beginning December 14, a Sign Market Operations to Be Suspended for Three Days Beginning December 14, a Sign Market Operations to Be Suspended for Three Days Beginning December 14, a Sign Market Operations to Be Suspended for Three Days Beginning December 14, a Sign 

totototo    Readjust Official Readjust Official Readjust Official Readjust Official GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment----setsetsetset    Market Prices Market Prices Market Prices Market Prices     
Since the currency revaluation, the market prices precipitously rose. Consequently, 
governmental authorities decided to suspend the markets for three days beginning 
December 14. The rationale is that the official national market prices will be readjusted 
before reopening of the markets. Department of National Price Commission will consider 



 

the public opinions and local situations throughout the nation in readjusting the official 
national market prices. Announcements were made through the city (county) parties that 
official national market prices would be readjusted during suspension of markets for three 
days beginning December 14. This news made residents wonder what kind of measures 
could be prepared during the ‘short’ three-day period. 
 

    

    

    
 

 
 
 

Please become a good friend of the Good FriendsPlease become a good friend of the Good FriendsPlease become a good friend of the Good FriendsPlease become a good friend of the Good Friends    
    

Good FriendsGood FriendsGood FriendsGood Friends----    An International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and RAn International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and RAn International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and RAn International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and Refugeesefugeesefugeesefugees    
 
Good Friends provides relief works for international refugees to become all lives’ friends, 
peace movement to fundamentally resolve disputes and conflicts that human beings face, 
and human rights movement to protect human rights.  
 
Good Friends has been providing information on food shortages in North Korea, raising 
funds for humanitarian assistance, dispatching activists to national border areas between 
China and DPRK and having them investigate local situations, and publishing reports on 
food shortages in North Korea. 
 
Currently, Good Friends is making efforts to improve humanitarian and human rights 
situation of North Korean people and to inform this situation to the international community 
by: 
 
1) Collecting information on food shortages, public health conditions, education, the basic 
necessities situations and inform humanitarian organizations so that they can support North 
Korean people effectively. 
2) Reporting the current human rights situation in North Korea where rights duly protected 
by law are being violated; assessing incidents of human rights violations in the process of 
arrest, punishment, and imprisonment and informing international communities; and 
requesting that the North Korean Government act to improve human rights.  
3) Investigating the current situations of North Korean refugees in China, and providing 
protections and aid for them and their children in particular.  
 
For these purposes, Good Friends USA publishes the weekly newsletter North Korea Today 
(English edition) to inform the international public. 
 



 

You can make a difference by donating to Good Friends USA, Inc. Contributions to the 
Good Friends USA, Inc. (a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code) are tax deductible. 
 
Individuals wishing to make a financial donation to Good Friends USA may send a check to 
the following address. For more information, please contact us. 
 
Good Friends USA 
(DC) 734 15th Street N.W. Suite # 500B, Washington, DC 20005 
(MD) 4605 Powder Mill Rd., Beltsville, MD 20705 
Phone: 202-824-0788(DC); 301-455-9196(Cell) 
FAX:     301-937-0748 
E-mail: goodfriends_usa@yahoo.com  
http://www.goodfriendsusa.blogspot.com  
 
Good Friends Korea Headquarter 
E-mail: goodfriends@jungto.org  
Tel: 82-2-587-8992; Fax: 82-2-587-8998 
http://www.goodfriends.or.kr  
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http://www.goodfriendsusa.blogspot.com/
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