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    An IDP boy looks after his sister while their mother has gone to fetch water,  

Riyad camp, West Darfur. UNHCR/K.McKinsey 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
   

Security 
The security situation in and around Juba remained calm. The prospect of free access to Juba from the 
Nimule and Torit roads remains uncertain due to reported activity by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in the 
Nimule area and Torit road. The security situation in Rumbek and the region also remained stable. In 
Rumbek, SPLM/A beefed up security in the area as the date for the formation of the Government of National 
Unity set for 9 July draws near. Eastern Equatoria was reported as being stable in and around Nimule, 
Parajok and Labone. Restrictions designed to deter and mitigate the impact of LRA activity remain in place. 
Western Equatoria was reported as being stable. In Bahr El Ghazal and Lakes, heavy rainfall affected roads 
and airstrips, but the security situation remained calm. Western Upper Nile remained stable with no reported 
incidents. In Central Upper Nile, Keew remained at UN Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) security level 41. In 
Eastern Upper Nile and Shilluk Kingdom, Yuai and Pulturuk remained at level 4 following warnings from the 
SPLM/A that the situation (as to who is in control) in these two locations had become unclear. Nuba 
Mountains remained stable. In Southern Blue Nile, Bawac remained at level 4.  
 
Development of new government 
The national constitutional review committee will be meeting in Rumbek for the ratification of the interim 
constitution of the Government of National Unity. The Secretariat of Finance and the Bank of South Sudan 
are also meeting in Rumbek for define the budget for all government and states departments and institutions.  
 
Along with other UN agencies and NGOs operating in greater Equatoria, UNHCR Juba took part in the Sudan 
Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) - Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) Crossline mission to 
Juba on 20 June. The high-ranking delegates of the humanitarian wings of SPLM/A and the Government 
visited Juba to assess the situation of HAC in the South, find ways to merge the two entities and work 
together with UN agencies and NGOs during the interim period. UNHCR also participated in the inter-agency 
contingency plan exercise, in view of a potential void being created by the formation of the new government 
and the transition of power from the Government of Sudan.  
 
Quick profiling exercise of “returnee students” 
Since the beginning of the school year, Juba has been receiving returnee students for primary and secondary 
school from neighbouring countries (mainly Uganda) and SPLM/A-controlled areas. So far, some 1,600 
“returnee students” have been registered by HAC and the Ministry of Education. These students have been 
enrolled in two English schools - Buluk A primary school and Juba Day secondary school. However, the 
capacity of the schools is stretched in terms of space and number of teachers who are able to teach in 
English (as of 28 June, Juba Day secondary school had enrolled 558 new returnees, bringing the total 
number of students in the school to 1,158). In May, the Ministry of Education, UNICEF and UNHCR set up a 
Task Force, which includes some NGOs, to deal with the issue of returnee students. The profiling of these 
returnees, especially from SPLM/A-controlled areas, has not resulted in clear information about them 
because the HAC registration form is limited. Reportedly, there are some students who are not originally from 
                                                 
1The whole SPLM/A-controlled area is under UN security phase 3, i.e. Relocation. Local OLS security levels within this phase are 
as follows:  

 Level 1 (Normal Operational Situation): restful, calm, peaceful, etc. This level does not exist in southern Sudan at the 
moment. 

 Level 2 (Medium Operational Situation): radio contact with Lokichoggio base camp twice a day, travel outside of location 
is restricted to daylight hours, close contact with counterparts (SRRC), normal passenger and cargo flights. 

 Level 3 (Tense Operational Situation): radio contact with Lokichoggio three times per day, no travel outside of location, 
essential staff only, equipment ready for handover to counterparts, passenger and cargo flights restricted. 

 Level 4 (Evacuation/Relocation): continuous radio contact with Lokichoggio, remain with counterparts, no travel outside 
of camp except for rapid evacuation. 
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Juba but came to the city from SPLM/A-controlled areas to study in Juba. Thus, the Task Force has 
developed a quick profiling form in order to gain more information about the students. A quick profiling 
exercise will start on 4 July in both primary and secondary school. One hundred students will be randomly 
selected. UNHCR has also conducted interviews of the returnee students from Uganda and the results shows 
that they, including refugee camp residents and urban settlers, have returned to Sudan from Uganda due to 
their inability to pay tuition for secondary school. For single secondary school returnee students, HAC has 
requested WFP to provide food (6 months ration) to ease the burden on hosting communities. For primary 
school returnee students, food assistance is provided by the WFP school feeding programme.  
 
Ethiopian Anuak refugees in Juba and Pibor 
In Juba, the situation of refugees at Lologo site remained stable and no new arrivals were reported. UNHCR, 
HAC and the Commissioner of Jongley State held a meeting to discuss ways of separating the Ethiopian 
Anuak refugees and the Sudanese Anuaks from the Pochalla area who are both residing at the site. WFP 
informed that the July food ration will not be distributed at the site unless the two Anuak groups are 
separated. UNHCR, WFP, HAC and Swedish Free Mission (SFM) jointly conducted a head count of the 
Ethiopian refugees, which revealed that 101 individuals of this group are currently residing at the site. The 
second phase of the land mine training for the refugees was completed on 18 June and they resumed 
clearance of land for cultivation. 
 
Ethiopian Anuak refugees in Malakal 
UNHCR Malakal has registered 35 Ethiopians Anuak refugees who left Gambella (Ethiopia) in December 
2003 after the conflict. They are all young (18-30 years old) male students, except for one woman and her 
child. They are being interviewed individually by UNHCR Juba. Distribution of food and non-food items is 
being postponed for a few days until the interviews are completed. UNHCR Gambella confirmed that the two 
families (six persons) who claimed to have left Gambella during the election period in May 2005 cannot be 
considered as refugees as the situation in Gambella has calmed down.    
 
Returnees in Malakal 
UNHCR Malakal requested the Ministry of Agriculture to provide agricultural land to returnees and returning 
IDPs in Malakal. The Ministry said that land, which is located about 10 km outside Malakal town, is available; 
however, security problems remain in this location. The Ministry, HAC and FAO will discuss with the police 
how to make this agricultural land safe. 
 
Handover of HAC offices to SRRC  
A HAC and SRRC mission arrived in Malakal to arrange for the handover of HAC offices to SRRC and met 
with local authorities and representatives of SPLM/A, UN and NGOs. The mission informed that with new 
Khartoum-Rumbek-Nairobi flights, more offices currently based in Nairobi are expected to move into South 
Sudan and SRRC would recruit monitors and enumerators in each locality to register returnees and returning 
IDPs. 
 
Training of army and military personnel  
A joint UNHCR/UNDP training workshop on human rights, refugee law and IDP guiding principles was held at 
the military base in Juba on 27-28 June. Seventy army/military officers and soldiers working in Juba 
participated. UNHCR underscored that the role of the military is to provide security and protection to the 
returnees along return routes up until they reach their final destinations. The participants shared their 
opinions and experiences and came up with some recommendations for future collaboration with UN 
agencies. They expressed the desire to have a role in building peace and requested more training on this.  
 
Police and prison officers training for Bahr el-Ghazal and Upper Nile 
UNHCR Rumbek designed a training plan for police and prison officers, which focuses on human rights law, 
international humanitarian law, refugee law, women’s and children’ rights, IDP guiding principles and 
principles of voluntary return. The initial phase of the programme aims at training 50 future trainers, 25 police 
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officers and 25 prison personnel. The training session is scheduled to take place from mid-July in Rumbek 
and Tonj, Bahr el-Ghazal, and Ayod, Upper Nile. 
 
Rehabilitation of Rumbek hospital and Riak Dor primary school 
The rehabilitation of the paediatric ward of the Rumbek hospital, implemented through the Comitato 
Collaborazione Medica (CCM), is progressing quickly - 80 percent of the work has been completed. The 
rehabilitation of Riak Dor primary school, implemented by Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), has started.  
 

 
Riak Dior primary school, Rumbek, is one of the many schools being rehabilitated in the South.  

UNHCR/A. Montecalvo 
 
Returnee data in southern Kordofan  
As of May, NMPACT (Nuba Mountains Programme Advancing Conflict Transformation) has started collecting 
returnee data at five entry points in Southern Kordofan. The main objective of this exercise is to provide a 
snapshot of the number of returnees to the region and also to confirm the main areas of return. The entry 
points were agreed upon after consultation with the authorities and organisations working in the region. Each 
entry point is manned by three enumerators, each working an eight-hour shift to ensure 24-hour coverage. 
Monitoring and actual data collection from the entry points is collected once a week. A total of 9,558 
returnees passed through the entry points during the data collection period (1 May - 3 June). The route with 
the highest numbers of returnees passing through is Debeibate (3,317). This is also the route with a high 
number of people continuing to South Sudan. It was observed that 49.8 percent of all returnees (4,760 
people) passing through the entry points on a weekly basis were heading to the South. 
 
Deployment of military forces and observers 
UNHCR Rumbek met with the UNMIS (UN Mission in Sudan) Civilian/Military Coordinator for Rumbek during 
his familiarisation visit to South Sudan and provided him with a comprehensive briefing on UNHCR’s plans 
and activities for South Sudan. The CIMIC Coordinator gave a briefing on UNMIS current deployment and 
future plans to deploy its 10,000 military forces and observers. So far, the only contingent deployed, in 
addition to staff in headquarters in Khartoum, is an advance group of some 250 Bangladeshi soldiers in Juba. 
The meeting and open discussions with the CIMIC Coordinator are an important step towards the 
establishment of future close relationships with UNMIS and the full participation of UNHCR in UNMIS’ work. 
 
Donor visits 
Two delegations from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and Denmark visited Rumbek on 27-28 June 
and 28 June–1 July respectively. They held a meeting with the UN Country Team (UNCT) and separate 
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meetings with UNHCR, where they were thoroughly briefed on UNHCR’s operation, future plans and 
challenges in southern Sudan. The Danish mission has identified the Equatorias as the geographical area in 
which they would like to invest, considering their link with Kenya and Uganda and the presence of Danish 
refugee programmes in those countries. The Japanese mission continued to Juba and, during a meeting with 
UN and other agencies, explained that its objective was to assess the situation in Sudan and examine how to 
utilise the US$100 million that the Japanese Government pledged at the Oslo conference.  
 
Return from the Central African Republic 
There have been reports of spontaneous returnees to South Sudan from Mboki camp in the Central African 
Republic (CAR), but the exact number of refugees who spontaneously left the camp could not be confirmed. 
UNHCR Mboki will follow up with the authorities in Obo Prefecture and Bambouti to gain insight on this 
population movement across the border. Due to prevailing insecurity in the eastern part, UNHCR does not 
have direct access to the border, thus making monitoring very difficult. Since the signing of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement at the beginning of the year, an unknown number of refugees has gone 
back to South Sudan, especially to Tambura and Yambio counties in Western Equatoria.  
 
From 25 to 27 June, UNHCR Bagui undertook a mission to Mboki camp to exchange information on 
organized voluntary repatriation with the refugees and to discuss “go and see” visits to Tambura and Yambio 
counties. UNHCR informed the refugees that organized voluntary repatriation to South Sudan must take 
place within the overall framework of the South Sudan operation; however, any Sudanese wishing to 
repatriate outside this framework can do so on his own. From the different discussions held with the 
refugees, it appears that their main preoccupation is the exact date of the start of the repatriation. As a result 
of this uncertainty on the date, many refugees are not cultivating. Some have even removed their children 
from school. UNHCR Mboki is carrying out sensitization campaigns and closely working with the refugee 
committees to encourage the refugees to continue their livelihoods until the repatriation starts. 
 
Sudanese refugees in Egypt 
Thirty-eight Sudanese refugees and asylum-seekers have registered with UNHCR Cairo for voluntary 
repatriation over the last three months and of these only 10 percent wish to return to South Sudan. A number 
of them have expressed interest in visiting South Sudan after the rainy season to see the conditions there 
and report back to the Sudanese community in Cairo. UNHCR Cairo is currently assisting refugees to return 
to Sudan by train and boat (although only as far as Khartoum). Particularly vulnerable refugees may return by 
air. As of October 2005, UNHCR Cairo will provide air transportation to South Sudan for refugees wishing to 
voluntarily repatriate. Meanwhile, new arrivals from Sudan continue to register with the office, with around 
400 new asylum-seekers registering over the last month. This figure includes Sudanese who arrived in the 
country recently from Sudan as well as those who have been living in Egypt for some time and only recently 
contacted UNHCR Cairo to register, including to extend their resident permit.  
 
Reconciliation agreement between the Government and the National Democratic Alliance 
On the weekend of 18 June, Egypt hosted negotiations which led to the signing in Cairo of the Sudanese 
reconciliation agreement between the Sudanese Government and the umbrella opposition group National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA). The agreement covers basic principles such as human rights and citizenship, 
repeal of laws limiting press freedoms, elections within four years, representation of the NDA in the 
constitution review commission, basic principles of the constitution and the concept of decentralized 
government and voluntary unity. 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 13 June 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 32,674,272 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The overall security situation in West Darfur remained relatively stable with few reported incidents. On 19 
June, reports were received that the police station and the military base in Abu Saruj were attacked by the 
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM). Two police officers were reportedly injured. Cattle looting continues 
and the area remains tense. In South Darfur, a security assessment conducted by WFP in Fina, an area in 
East Jabel Mara, found approximately 30 persons from the janjaweed moving around the area. 
 
Population movements 
Government-assisted movements from Zalingi to Orokom began on 21 June without prior notification to 
UNHCR. It has been reported that an assistance package of one plastic sheet, one blanket and one bag of 
sorghum was distributed. UNHCR and IOM were able to satisfactorily complete the exercise to verify the 
voluntariness of the movement despite being notified by HAC only a few days earlier. The information 
gathered during the exercise indicated that the movement was voluntary, though there is concern that 
unrealistic expectations of humanitarian assistance may have played a part in the decisions to 
return/relocate. Returns were to Mornei, Garsila, Bindisi, Mukjar, Zalingi, Artal and Morol in West Darfur. 
Most are large inhabited centres with a reasonable level of security and sufficient access to services. Little 
information is available on Artal and Morol and, given the lack of time provided to survey the sites prior to 
departure of the returnees, they have been determined as “inappropriate for return.”  
 
Concerning the movement of IDPs from South Darfur to the areas of Garsila and Mukjar in West Darfur, HAC 
reported that 500 persons have returned so far. Neither IOM nor UNHCR can confirm this number. IOM 
described the movement as relocation rather than return.  
 
Nomadic settlements in abandoned villages 
UNHCR has received an increasing number of reports of abandoned African villages being occupied by 
nomadic Arab groups. Villages recently being occupied include Shusta and Kasambele. Other villages which 
may be currently occupied are Beira, Borta, Um Sebeiga and Kurti in the El Geneina area. The relocation of 
the damras in the areas may be due to a lack of water in their previous settlements. In order to determine if a 
trend is developing, and engage the authorities in discussion on the issue, UNHCR has developed a 
reporting format which has been distributed to NGOs and UN agencies to obtain information to better assess 
the breadth of this recent development.  Information on recently burned villages will also be included. Tear 
Fund has initiated a project of providing water in the damras in an attempt to prevent the occupation of empty 
African villages. Together with FAO, UNHCR will develop a framework proposal for cooperative work 
between the Government and international organizations on land issues. A FAO-sponsored land tenure 
workshop has been scheduled in West Darfur for September. 
 
IDP camps in the El Geneina area 
To increase UNHCR presence in the five IDP camps in the El Geneina area, UNHCR national staff have 
been assigned as focal points for each camp.  With an increased physical presence, the national staff will 
develop closer relations with the sheikhs, the IDPs, the camp coordinators and the NGO staff working in the 
camp. Acting as a liaison between the UNHCR office and the camp community, information-sharing will be 
facilitated and response to protection issues improved. 
 
Interviews with women in Riyad camp (El Geneina) provided information on recent incidents which have 
occurred in villages nearby El Geneina. While attempting to begin cultivation of their native farm-lands in 
Beira, Borta, Um Sebeiga and Kurti, the women were threatened and chased away by armed men on horses 
and camels. Their water and seeds which they were carrying to begin planting had been taken and they were 
threatened with weapons. The women reported that the villages have been taken over by Arab nomads and 
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that the Arabs made it very clear that the original inhabitants of the villages were not welcome to return. 
UNHCR will send assessment missions to determine the current status of the villages. 
 

 
A Masalit woman holding her grandchild, Riyad camp.  

UNHCR/K. McKinsey 
 
Masalit IDPs 
On 20 June, UNHCR met with Tear Fund who reported that a group of Masalit IDPs in Kongo Haraza had 
expressed their intention to return to their villages of Obekei and Deema. The villages are currently destroyed 
and abandoned but good farming land in the area is the main draw. However, there may be a temporary 
nomadic settlement (Fariq) recently established in Deema. UNHCR will conduct a further assessment of the 
potential villages of return. 
 
Mission to Abu Sorouj  
On 16 June, UNHCR undertook a mission to Abu Sorouj to follow up reports of continuing intimidation of 
IDPs and local residents by Arab militias. It was found that the intimidation pattern persists and that a herd of 
315 animals was stolen from the villagers during the two weeks following UNHCR's last mission to the area.   
It was also reported that two military operations have been conducted in villages of origin surrounding Abu 
Sorouj - Birssaleeba and Largeisa. These incidents reportedly involved military shooting into the villages. It 
would appear that there has been infiltration of JEM into the area and the Government is attempting to flush 
out any rebel presence. The UN Department of Safety Security (UNDSS) is currently undertaking an 
assessment of the situation in Abu Sorouj and surrounding villages. 
 
In Birssaleeba, UNHCR staff found a newly deployed contingent of approximately 30 police officers armed 
with heavy weapons. Also present in Birssaleeba with the police were the same two sheikhs that had 
previously approached UNHCR with information that 8,000 persons in Konounga camp in Chad wished to 
return to Birssaleeba and other villages. The two sheikhs claimed that 2,000 returnee families had arrived in 
Birssaleeba that very day. There was however no sign of any civilian presence in the village.  
 
The shelter programme to be implemented by Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has not yet gone ahead for the 
Abu Sorouj IDPs because the local umda refuse to allocate land for this group of IDPs. UNHCR agreed to 
work jointly with CRS on ensuring the allocation of sufficient land to the IDPs so that they can establish 
adequate shelters. 
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From the beginning of its involvement in West Darfur in August 2004, UNHCR has conducted over 120 field monitoring 
missions to remote areas to assess the situation of IDPs outside the structure of camp-based assistance as well as 
communities affected by the conflict. These missions have led to targeted interventions to address particular protection 
and assistance needs.   
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Protection Working Group  
The AU CivPol Superintendent and his assistant attended the Protection Working Group to discuss the AU 
(African Union) CivPol mandate, methods of work and location of CivPol sites. The Superintendent noted that 
CivPol is supposed to build confidence between IDPs and the Government. CivPol has regular contact with 
all levels of the Government’s police and maintains contact with community leaders. He indicated that all IDP 
camps in Geneina are visited on a daily basis. The CivPol in El Geneina is comprised of seven women and 
45 men, with more people coming.   
 
UNMIS Human Rights 
On 21 June, UNMIS Human Rights held a briefing to discuss their mandate with UN and NGOs. They 
indicated that under their mandate they intervene as part of human rights protection, monitor the response of 
the judicial system in Sudan and report on the human rights situation. They also said that at this time they do 
not have the capacity to do advocacy of human rights and provide legal aid to those in need. 
 
Repatriation of Chadian refugees from Azerni 
ON 16 June, UNHCR undertook a mission to Azerni to discuss the repatriation of Chadian refugees. The 
refugees have begun planting their crops which will be harvested in late 2005/early 2006. They have 
expressed their desire to complete the harvest cycle and sell their crops prior to repatriating though they did 
reiterate their intention to return to Chad. The UNHCR Representative and Deputy Representative in Chad 
met with the Chadian Minister for Territorial Administration who reported that, following the attack on the 
Chadian Consul in West Darfur, the Government of Chad has decided to suspend the repatriation process 
until further notice. 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 13 June 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 3,106,376 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 

Security 
Incursions by janjaweed from Seila, Sudan, were reported in the Dar Tama area in the Guereda region. The 
janjaweed allegedly stole animals and caused problems in Berselibe, a village to which a group of Mararite 
refugees was supposed to return. At Dar Sila, in the Goz Beida area, inhabitants also complained about 
incursions to steal animals by janjaweed. Incursions were reported in Hajar Marfayine, in the Ade area and 
Kadoumou, in the Daguessa area. The insecurity in the area delays the return of approximately 4,000 IDP 
Chadians to their village of origin located south of Ade. Recent border clashes were reported in Bamina, 
Sudan, located about 50 km south of Bahai. The clashes involve a conflict between Zaghawa sub-tribes. The 
Tower and Gala Zaghawa (who are predominantly Sudanese) oppose the efforts of the Bideyat Zaghawa 
(mainly Chadian) to develop links with the Sudanese Government. These clashes may well lead to 
consequences in the camp (Oure Cassoni) where these tribes are represented.  
 
Some Chadian local authorities and village inhabitants have expressed concern about the potential for an 
increase in incidents between refugees and host communities during the rainy season, when nomads will 
come nearer to the camps and let their animals graze. Some conflicts have already been reported on routes 
leading from one pasture area to another.  
 
Border monitoring 
Monitoring along the Dar Tama border area in the Guereda region has not revealed any new problems.  
Refugees living along the border and going to and from villages in Sudan is an established behaviour seen 
as normal. These particular refugees are native to Goz Digue and regularly visit their villages. Some have 
started planting but do not want to remain in Sudan while insecurity prevails. In Dar Sila, in the Goz Beida 
area, the border monitoring team observed that fewer refugees are living along the border. Since no new 
arrivals have been registered in the camps, it is supposed that these 500 to 1,000 refugees returned to 
Sudan. This is consistent with reports from colleagues in Sudan and from soldiers at military posts who 
informed that refugees are going back to Sudan to collect food on the Sudanese side.   
 
Transfers to Gaga camp 
Transfer of some spontaneous arrivals from Djabal and Goz Amir camps to Gaga camp took place in early 
June to ease congestion in those Goz Beida-area camps. About 500 people were transferred. 
 
Activities in the camps of eastern Chad 
The EPI (Expanded Program of Immunisation) commenced in the camps. Bloody diarrhoea remains a 
problem in Bahai’s camp, Oure Cassoni, with cases increasing sharply. Preventive action is being 
undertaken, including the reinforcement of hygiene procedures. 
 
Exams for primary school have been completed in a number of camps. Summer schools are being prepared 
by UNICEF and UNHCR. These schools will allow the introduction of new recreational activities, the 
expansion of awareness programmes (e.g. mine awareness) and provide children with the opportunity to 
catch up studies previously delayed or missed.  
 
Dissemination of information on protection of the environment is continuing in the camps through the mobile 
team of the local NGO INADES. Information sessions have been held for refugees, local authorities, local 
populations and NGOs. 
 
On 20 June, refugees and UNHCR celebrated World Refugee Day in every camp in eastern Chad. Activities 
to commemorate the day included activities to mark the Day of the African Child and World Environment Day. 
The latter was marked by a tree-planting campaign - UNHCR has provided about 300,000 trees to 11 tree 
gardens throughout refugee areas.  
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Tensions between local populations and refugees 
In Kobe, in the Iriba area, the traditional chief and a significant proportion of the local population expressed 
increasing animosity towards the Sudanese refugees in the east, whom they view as responsible for livestock 
theft and destruction of the cropland. UNHCR will discuss with the local authorities an awareness campaign 
to counteract negative impressions of refugees.  
 
Assistance to refugee-hosting communities 
The Minister of Environment and Water for Chad visited refugee camps and host communities in eastern 
Chad to assess the environmental impact of the influx of Sudanese refugees. Following his visit, a workshop 
on the environment and water was held in N’Djamena on 25 June. Participants included government 
ministers, representatives of UN agencies, the World Bank and NGOs and the diplomatic community. The 
Minister and UN agencies committed to implementing projects which would mitigate the impact of refugees 
on host communities, especially in the areas of deforestation and water resource management.  
 
Refugees from Mararite tribes in Kounoungou camp 
Refugees from the Mararite tribes based in Kounoungou camp reconfirmed that they do not wish to return to 
Sudan for the time being, even though their sheik announced on Sudan radio that they would return. During 
her recent mission to Sudan, UNHCR’s Representative in Chad was advised by the Commissioner for the 
Kulbus region (Sudan) that approximately 8,000 refugees from the Mararite tribes were willing to return to 
Sudan immediately but had been taken ‘hostage’ by refugee leaders who forbade them to go. UNHCR 
Guereda conducted several interviews with families of relevant individuals as well as with the family of the 
sheik still in the camp. The family of the sheik confirmed that the sheik had been heard on a radio broadcast 
calling on his people to return but they believe that he had been forced to make the broadcast, since 
repatriation had never been discussed within the family and the family does not believe it is the right time to 
repatriate. Others who were interviewed expressed similar sentiments and a strong unwillingness to consider 
repatriation until peace and security prevail in Darfur.  
 
Repatriation of Chadian refugees from Sudan on hold 
Repatriation of Chadian refugees from Sudan was put on hold pending the Chadian authorities’ request for a 
more in-depth analysis of the reasons why these Chadians wish to return after living approximately 20 years 
in Sudan. The refugees recently approached UNHCR about the possibility of staying in Sudan until January 
2006 in order to benefit from the harvest.  
 
Emergency in Gore, southern Chad 
The influx of refugees from CAR approaches 10,000 persons. Recent arrivals reported that well-armed CAR 
rebels demanded food from them and failure to provide it led to beatings and other violence. The situation of 
the new arrivals is dire. The most urgent needs in order of priority are: shelter (with the rainy season well 
underway and appropriate shelter unavailable, elevated levels of malaria are already evident); food (some 
refugees have returned to CAR in search of wild fruits and tubers despite the insecurity there); health 
(medical teams cannot get to many of the border areas where refugees have fled despite the serious medical 
need); water (many of the refugees are drinking river water). In response, UNHCR has dispatched additional 
staff who will be joined by an emergency response team from Geneva. UNHCR is also in discussion with the 
Chadian Government seeking permission for relocation of the refugees to a camp. It had been hoped that the 
refugees could be assisted in the villages, but the villages are too poor, too isolated and too close to the 
border to allow it. High protein biscuits and non-food items will be distributed in the next few days.  
 
Activities in Damanadj, southern Chad 
Unlike at Gore, Damanadji remains relatively unaffected by the influx from CAR. The border patrol authority 
advises that the frontier zone is calm, an assertion supported by CAR and Chadian military sources who 
visited northern CAR on 16 June. The anticipated sounding of refugees on repatriation has been postponed, 
due to the refugees’ unwillingness to participate until overdue food aid has been distributed.  
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Results for the end-of-year exams for students in the Grande Sido department indicate that CAR refugee 
students at Yaroungou refugee settlement enjoy the highest pass percentage in the entire department (79.84 
percent obtained their Certificate of Primary Studies, 81.17 percent passed the entrance exam for the 6th 
level and 54.83 percent obtained their Chadian First Cycle Studies diploma).  
 
The newly formed HIV/AIDS committee received training on 20 and 21 June from UNHCR, the Italian NGO 
COOPI and the Association for Community Health of Damanadji.  
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 13 June 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 31,752,494  

 


