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The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers began with a simple and powerful

message at its start: “Stop armed forces and groups from recruiting and using

children!”

Our focus has been on adults who abduct children and force them to fight. In our

Colombia campaign action launched last year (see Newsletter Issue 5/September

2002), we described how the FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) 

forcibly recruited children, sometimes making public announcements calling for 

families to hand over children aged 13 and up. The problem has gotten worse: the

number of demobilised children has doubled every year since 1999. By 1 January

2004, some 800 more children from armed groups will need help to reintegrate into

Colombian society.

But many of these children – and others worldwide – often volunteer to fight. Ending

the use of children as soldiers can no longer be only a matter of convincing military

recruiters to stop this practice but also creating alternatives to soldiering for young

people. Why? Because maybe they don’t want to stop being child soldiers. Maybe they

see no other choice.

This is the rationale given by Rachel Brett for her research on behalf of the International

Labour Organisation (see interview, this issue). Unless the reasons why adolescents

volunteer for armies are tackled, then they may not want to leave or will rejoin once

demobilized – although many are desperate to run away but fear threats of punishment

and death. Colombia provides a good case study.

While visiting the country in November, I listened to a Colombian official involved in

demobilisation explain that many child soldiers he works with do not want to be “good

citizens” if that means being poor and victimised. Like any other adolescent, they want

to be someone important and acknowledged. “These young people don’t want to be

selling fish like their fathers. Ask them about their future plans and they talk of driving a

big four-wheel-drive pickup – not about having a normal, poorly paying job.” 

Adolescents in Colombia are caught between three different competing recruiters: 

the paramilitaries, the guerrillas and the government. Paramilitaries linked to the 

state military often offer a wage almost three times the national minimum wage.

Guerrillas offer food and shelter, protection and a sense of belonging to those

adolescents who join. And the State uses adolescents as informants, carrying out 

mass detentions of civilians and using hooded accusers – including children – 

to identify suspected guerrillas. 

Vice-Minister of Defence Andrés Peñate told me that all those demobilised are asked

three questions: “What motivated you to join? Why did you remain so long in the 

non-regular armed groups? And what motivated you to leave?” The answers, he said,

address the same issue. People joined to look for better economic opportunities;

stayed because they received food and shelter; and finally left because promises of

education and advancement were not fulfilled.

It is overly simplistic to see poverty alone as the root cause of child soldiering. 

Brett observes that many more poor children do not become child soldiers than those

who do. But she points out that it is rare for children not living in poverty to become

child soldiers. There is also a strong link between domestic violence and children

volunteering in Colombia. Such family problems – as well as war and the lack of

education and employment – all combine as factors in volunteering, she concludes.

Stopping the use of children and adolescents as soldiers must mean creating ways 

for children to achieve all their rights as defined in the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child: a right to health, education and a standard of living adequate to their

development, but also freedom of expression and the promotion of a child’s sense 

of dignity and worth. 

Casey Kelso

Co-ordinator

THE COALITION’S NEW MESSAGE 
ABOUT ADOLESCENTS

EDITORIAL

ABOUT CHILD SOLDIERS NEWSLETTER 
Child Soldiers Newsletter is a free publication

bringing you news, information and campaign updates

from the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers

(CSC). 

All submissions to the newsletter are the sole

responsibility of contributing authors and do not

necessarily represent the views of the Coalition, its

founding organisations or members. 

To subscribe to the electronic version, please send 

an email to cscnewsletter-subscribe@domeus.co.uk. 

To subscribe to the print version, please contact the

CSC Secretariat (details below). Spanish, German and

French versions are available on the Coalition website,

and also by email upon request. We encourage you to

distribute the newsletter widely to friends and contacts.

The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers

(CSC) works to prevent the use of children as soldiers

and to promote their demobilisation, rehabilitation and

social reintegration. The CSC is comprised of national,

regional and international organisations and coalitions

in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle

East. It was founded in 1998 by Amnesty International,

Defence for Children International, Human Rights

Watch, Jesuit Refugee Service, Quaker United Nations

Office Geneva, SCF-UK for the International Save the

Children Alliance, International Federation Terre 

des Hommes and World Vision International.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR WORK 
We welcome donations and/or practical support for 

our on-going campaign. The Child Soldiers Coalition

Educational and Research Trust is a registered charity

in England (charity number: 1095237). Donations may

be sent by Pound Sterling cheque or bank draft to 

the address below. To obtain more information about

local campaigns and activities, or to share information

about your own activities and events relating to child

soldiers, please visit our website or contact the

Coalition Secretariat. 
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WHY DO ADOLESCENTS VOLUNTEER?

newsletter

Lingering wars can destroy most of the

economic and social infrastructure of countries

and exacerbate the privation of the populations

involved, leading to voluntary recruitment of

adolescents. As greater and greater portions 

of the Gross Domestic Product of countries 

go to war efforts, less and less of the public

budget is allocated to education or health. 

For an increasing number of youngsters, there 

is no other school than a military training camp

and the only way for them and their families to

thrive or to be safe is to be associated with

armed groups. 

The demobilisation and reintegration of girl

adolescents who have been associated with

armed forces and groups represent a huge

problem. In many situations, the percentage 

of girls who go through DDR programs is

negligible compared to boys. One reason is 

that many military commanders do not consider

their young “wives” as soldiers, and therefore, 

do not allow them to be demobilised. Many girls

who have been made “wives” and mothers may

also fear stigmatisation by their communities 

of origin and do not to want to be demobilised

and reintegrated in their communities.

In this issue, we take a look at some of the

factors that come together to make adolescents

join armed forces and groups. Tackling these

factors way before a conflict erupts is essential

to prevent children from taking part in it.
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COTE D’IVOIRE:

COMMANDERS NOT YET 
PREPARED TO COOPERATE
Commanders of armed groups in Cote d’Ivoire continue to

display vagueness about how many child soldiers have

actually been recruited into their ranks since a failed coup

plunged Cote D’Ivoire into civil war in September 2002 and

left rebel forces controlling the north of the country. “Give us

time to identify the children before you ask us how many of

them there are”, said Dely Gaspard, Military Commander of

the Patriotic Movement of Cote d’Ivoire (MPCI).

UNICEF has so far set up three centres for demobilised

children and four “open centres” but would like to facilitate

the demobilisation of far greater numbers of children than at

present. However, with tension rising and a ten-month-old

peace process running into the sand, rebel commanders are

not prepared to let go of all their underage fighters.
(Source IRIN, 12/12/2003).

BURUNDI:

RATIFICATION OF OPTIONAL 
PROTOCOL PLANNED FOR DECEMBER
The current demobilisation programme for an estimated

3,000 child soldiers presently within the Burundian fighting

forces recognises that even if all the child soldiers are

demobilised, others will be recruited so long as the war

continues. The prevention component of the programme,

therefore, seeks to alert the public to the harm done by

using children for war. 

Another thrust of the prevention programme is advocacy

aimed at getting all parties to the conflict to abide by

international conventions. Burundi had ratified both the UN

Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990 and the

African Charter that bans the use of children under the age

of 18 years as soldiers, but has not yet signed the Optional

Protocol banning participation of children under 18 in armed

conflict. The text has now been submitted to the National

Assembly for approval during the current session which 

ends in December 2003. 
(Source IRIN, 12/12/2003).

SRI-LANKA:

TAMIL TIGERS STILL ENLISTING CHILDREN
According to international ceasefire monitors, Tamil Tiger fighters in 

Sri-Lanka are continuing to recruit child soldiers despite promises not 

to. The monitors said they received more than 80 complaints of child

recruitment in October 2003 alone. That was the month when the Tamil

Tigers and the UN opened a joint rehabilitation centre for former child

soldiers. It is not clear how many parents whose children are abducted

come forward to make complaints, the real figures for underage

recruitment could be much higher than is stated at present.

UNICEF officials said that the transit centre they paid for in Tigers-held

territory did not receive any new children since it opened in early

October with about 40 under-age recruits. It had been hoped the centre

would hold up to 150 children at a time for no longer than three months. 
(Source BBC NEWS, 10/12/2003).

UNITED STATES:

CHILDREN AMONG THOSE 
HELD IN GUANTÁNAMO BAY
On International Children's Day, Amnesty International reminded the

president of the United States, George W Bush, that there are still

children detained in the US military base of Guantánamo Bay. In April

2003 the US authorities revealed that children as young as 13 were

among the foreign nationals detained there. According to Amnesty

International, the detention and interrogation of unrepresented children 

in Guantánamo, as well as contravening international law and standards

that apply to both adults and children, violate principles reflecting a broad

international consensus that the vulnerability of under-18-year-olds

requires special protection.

The USA has ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the

Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict. If the

children in Guantánamo are being held because they participated in the

armed conflict in Afghanistan, as the Pentagon has suggested, the USA

has a treaty obligation to provide them with "all appropriate assistance for

their physical and psychological recovery and their social reintegration",

according to Article 6(3) of the Optional Protocol. AI argues that:

“detaining children in prolonged military custody in Guantánamo Bay

cannot meet this obligation.”
(Source: AI, 20/11/2003).

UGANDA:

THE UN CALLS FOR INCREASE IN 
FUNDING FOR DDR PROGRAMS
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(UNOCHA) launched an appeal urging donors to increase

funding for humanitarian aid in Uganda: “This is not a war in

which the population is affected by collateral damage. It is 

a war which is directed against the civilian population and

children”, said Jan Egeland, UN Under-Secretary General. 

Egeland, who described the situation in northern Uganda 

as the “world’s biggest, neglected, ignored humanitarian

crisis”, was in the country on a two day visit. Following his

visit to a child rehabilitation centre run by World Vision 

[a CSC Steering Committee member] in the northern town

of Gulu, he spoke of his shock at children’s testimonies of

grotesque cruelty against them. 
(Source IRIN, 12/11/2003). 

AFGHANISTAN:

NEED FOR CHILDREN-FOCUSED 
DDR PROGRAMS
At least 8,000 children remain in the pay of regional warlords,

who still dominate Afghan life outside the capital Kabul. 

The country’s UN-backed Disarmament, Demobilisation and

Reintegration (DDR) programme that began at pilot level in

October 2003, is designed to help significantly reduce the

strength of the myriad armed factions whose total figure is

thought to total approximately 100,000 combatants.

But the Afghan government, the UN and aid agencies 

want a more specific framework for the demobilisation and

reintegration of child soldiers to meet their special needs.

According to the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, the

poor economic situation has transformed most children

bearing arms into the primary financial supporters of their

families. 

However, some progress is being made. In May this year,

Kabul outlawed the recruitment and the use of child soldiers 

in the new Afghan National Army. 
(Source IRIN, 12/12/2003). GREAT LAKES:

REPATRIATION OF FOREIGN CHILD SOLDIERS
Hundreds of foreign soldiers and their families in the DRC are being

processed for voluntary repatriation, according to Vital Kamerhe, the 

DRC government spokesman.

The second in charge of the Department of Disarmament, Demobilisation

and Reintegration of the UN Mission in the DRC, Col Jean-Pierre Boutroy,

said most of the rebels were Ugandan, but there were also Burundians,

Rwandans and Sudanese who were members of a so-called Sierra

Battalion. The Rwandans included members of the Interahamwe, Hutu

militias. He said the group (made up of 361 fighters, 137 women and 

247 children) arrived in Kikwit, 400 km southeast of Kinshasa by boat.

They had come from Ilebo, Kasai Occidental Province, where they had

been fighting for four years.

"These people have come with their weapons, their families and their

cattle. They are to be taken to the Kitona Military Base, in Bas Congo

Province, where they will be disarmed and demobilized," he said.
(Source: IRIN 21/11/2003).

AHMADOU KOUROUMA
PASSES AWAY
The Ivorian writer, Ahmadou Kourouma died 

in Lyon on 11 December 2003. Kourouma

was the author of “Allah n’est pas obligé”

(Allah is not obliged), a compelling novel

about a child solider in the West African wars

which contributed enormously to raise

awareness of the situation of thousands of

children in West Africa. May he rest in peace.
(Source: RFI, 17/12/2003)

BURUNDI:

DELAYS IN DEMOBILISATION PROGRAM
3000 child soldiers were to be initially demobilised from 

the Burundi armed forces, local defence forces, FNL

(Mugabarabona’s wing) and FDD (Ndayikengurukiye’s wing)

and reintegrated in the context of the government-run child

soldiers’ project in the beginning of September 2003, but 

the project incurred in severe delays.

FNL and FDD leaders refused to hand over children from the

cantonment sites to be reintegrated: “This is not time for

demobilisation and reintegration of our combatants. There are

so many other political issues yet to be settled between the

government and armed opposition groups”, said the FNL

spokesman in August 2003. “We cannot allow our children to

go back to the community not knowing what is awaiting them

there”, a member of FDD told the Burundi Coalition.
(Source: Burundi Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers).

SIERRA LEONE:

LIBERIAN REFUGEE CHILDREN FIND 
TRANSITION TO CIVILIAN LIFE DIFFICULT
The Jembe refugee camp in Sierra Leone is experiencing unforeseen

problems with a number of Liberian former child soldiers housed there.

“They are a stigmatised lot, having carried out grievous atrocities while

in battle. They tend to feel bad and act accordingly”, one counsellor at

the camp said. “Violence has become part of their lives. They find it

extremely difficult to recognise authority since they had power over the

civilian population in their previous lives.”

With limited facilities for education or skills training in the refugee

camps, it is an uphill task to keep these young teenagers occupied and

out of trouble. A psychiatric counsellor with the Centre for Victims of

Torture (CVT) in Jembe camp said it took a lot of negotiation to even

persuade the children to show up for counselling sessions. But when

they do agree to attend them “we handle them quite gently and try to

bring them to a point where they can acknowledge what they did and

deal with the guilt.”
(Source IRIN 12/12/2003).

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO:

CHILDREN AMONG 700 MAI-MAI 
ELEMENTS DEMOBILISED IN KINDU
Some 700 people associated with Mai-Mai militias were demobilised in

Kindu, eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), by the UN

peacekeeping mission in the country (MONUC) in cooperation with forces

of the seventh military region of the unified national army.

MONUC said that similar operations were planned for the near future, as

there were "large numbers" of Mai-Mai forces who were already cantoned

and awaiting either demobilisation, or integration into the national army.

However, MONUC cautioned that this increasing demobilisation of ex-

combatants would require humanitarian assistance, particularly with regard

to training and reintegration of former combatants, including children.
(Source: IRIN, 24/11/2003). 

LIBERIA:

UN DISARMAMENT PROGRAMME
SUSPENDED
The United Nations suspended its campaign to disarm the warring

factions in Liberia until late January, when it hopes to have more

peacekeeping troops on the ground. Less than six thousand of a planned

15,000 UN peacekeepers had so far arrived in the country. Its first

disarmament site at Schieffelin military barracks near Monrovia was

swamped with more than 8,000 former combatants, including children,

eager to surrender their weapons since it opened on 7 December 2003.
(Source IRIN 15/12/2003).
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ACTION APPEAL

A violation of international human rights and
humanitarian law

International human rights law expressly prohibits the application of the

death penalty to child offenders. The International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR) states that "Sentence of death shall not

be imposed for crimes committed by persons below eighteen years of

age..."1 International human rights law specific to children also protects

boys and girls from being sentenced to death; the Convention on the

Rights of the Child (CRC) rules that: "Neither capital punishment nor

life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be imposed for

offences committed by persons below eighteen years of age..."2

International humanitarian law, which is the body of international law

regulating the behaviour of parties to armed conflicts, also prohibits

the application of the death penalty to child offenders, including those

who have participated in a conflict as combatants. Protocol Additional
I to the Geneva Conventions, relative to the protection of victims of

international conflicts states that: “The death penalty for an offence

related to the armed conflict shall not be executed on persons who

had not attained the age of eighteen years at the time the offence 

was committed.”3

– The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is a party to the
ICCPR and the CRC. Kasongo, a 14-year-old child soldier, was
executed in January 2000 within half an hour of his trial by a
special military court of the Congolese Armed Forces (FAC).
Special military courts were abolished in April 2003. DRC
representatives told the (UN) Committee on the Rights of the
Child in May 2001 that other child soldiers sentenced to death
had been pardoned; they did not mention the execution of
Kasongo. The Committee urged the country “to ensure respect 
for article 37(a) of the Convention [on the Rights of the Child]
and that no person under 18 is sentenced to the death penalty”.
With the abolition of the special military courts, the risk of
executions of child offenders has subsided but allegations of
extrajudicial execution of child soldiers by the Congolese Armed
Forces and former armed opposition groups persist.

– Sudan is a party to the ICCPR and the CRC. Children have
been among several groups of people sentenced to death by
special courts. In April 2003, a special court in Darfur sentenced
a 15-year-old boy to death for taking part in the raid of a village in
South Darfur, by a nomadic armed group.4 The special court’s
procedures fall far short of international norms for a fair trial and
international standards of juvenile justice. The case is currently
under appeal.

ACTION APPEAL:
STOP THE EXECUTION OF CHILD SOLDIERS!

Non-state actors are also bound by
international law

Non-state actors are also bound by the Additional Protocol II to the

Geneva Conventions, relative to the protection of victims of non-

international armed conflicts, even if only states may become party to

international treaties. The Additional Protocol II states that: "The death

penalty shall not be pronounced on persons who were under the age

of eighteen years at the time of the offence. . .”5 This provision can only

be intelligible if it applies to state and non-state parties since, by

definition, an internal conflict always involves at least one non-state

actor, otherwise, the conflict becomes international.6

– In Colombia, the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia
(FARC) summarily execute children after holding “war councils” at
which each member of the troop votes on whether the accused
should be put to death or given a lesser punishment. Adolescent
members of the FARC have reported being forced to execute their
friends following a “war council” sentence. A girl called "Angela"
who said she joined the FARC aged 12, told HRW how she was
forced to execute her friend who had been caught "sleeping
around". According to her testimony: "The commander said that it
didn't matter that she was my friend. She had committed an error
and had to be killed. I closed my eyes and fired the gun but it
didn't hit her. So I shot again... I had to bury her and put dirt on
top of her".7

– In DRC, child soldiers are victims of executions by armed groups.
A child soldier from Masisi was arrested in Uvira (South Kivu) by
Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD)-Goma soldiers on 25 May
2003 after allegedly killing a soldier the night before. He was
tried and was publicly executed the same day.8 RCD-Goma
representatives now take part in the transitional Government and
the group is in the process of being integrated into the Congolese
Armed Forces (FAC).

The use of the death penalty against child offenders – persons under 18 years old at the time
of the crime – is prohibited under international law, yet some countries still execute child
offenders or sentence them to death. In Sudan, Colombia or Democratic Republic of Congo,
former child soldiers are executed or sentenced to death by Governments or armed groups for
crimes committed while they were used as soldiers.

1 Article 6(5) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

2 Article 37(a) of the Convention of the Rights of the Child.

3 Article 77 (5). Protocol Additional (No. 1) to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and relating to the

protection of victims of international armed conflict. 

4 Amnesty International. Urgent Action 117/03, 1 May 2003. Death Penalty/Unfair trial. AI Index: AFR

54/029/2003.

5 Article 6 (4) of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the

Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Additional Protocol II), 

6 See for instance International Court of Justice report of 1986 on the Case concerning Military and Paramilitary
Activities in and against Nicaragua (ICJ Reports, 1986, at para. 219ff and 256), in which the Court considered

whether the actions of the contras (a non-state actor) were consistent with international humanitarian law, to

which the Geneva Conventions and its Additional Protocols belongs.

7 See Human Rights Watch report: You’ll Learn Not To Cry. Child Combatants in Colombia. September 2003.

8 Information received from AI, August 2003.

To the Governments of Sudan and DRC:

Attn: M. Joseph Kabila
Président de la République
Présidence de la République
Kinshasa-Ngaliema
République Démocratique du Congo

Attn: Lt. Gen. Omar Hassan Ahmad El-Bashier
President
Presidency of the Republic
Khartoum
Sudan

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to express my concern at reports that your
country has executed or imposed the death penalty on
child offenders, including child soldiers, contravening
international human rights and humanitarian law. I call on
your Government to:

• end all executions of child offenders, including child
soldiers;

• Commute any existing death sentences against child
offenders, including child soldiers;

• Ensure that the use of the death penalty against child
offenders is precluded by law. All civil and military
criminal Codes which allow for the use of the death
penalty against child offenders should be amended to
prohibit the use of death penalty for children,
including child soldiers;

• Give unequivocal orders to the Armed Forces to stop
immediately the execution of child soldiers whatever
the crime of which they are accused. Child soldiers
suspected of a crime must undergo fair trials and in
no case should the punishment amount to death;

• Ultimately, stop the use of the death penalty as a
punishment, since it represents a violation of the right
to life.

Yours sincerely,

Name

Organisation

To the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de
Colombia (FARC):

Attn: Pleno del Estado Mayor de las FARC

(please paste this text in your message on
www.farcep.org/buzon)

Dear Sirs,

I am writing to express my concern at reports that the
FARC executes children and youth under the age of 18,
in contravention of international humanitarian law
protecting children involved in armed conflict.

I strongly urge you to:

• end all executions of children associated with your
armed group;

• Give unequivocal orders to your commanders to
immediately stop executions of children, whatever the
infraction they have allegedly committed;

• Take all necessary steps to stop the use of executions
as a punishment, since they are a violation of the right
to life;

• Publicly declare your group’s commitment to stop the
execution of children.

Yours sincerely,

Name

Email

Organisation

Please take action

By sending messages to the Governments of Sudan and DRC

and to the FARC (texts in Spanish for the FARC, and French for

the Government of DRC, are available on the CSC web page:

www.child-soliders.org)
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“God can make you rich”

The youth group “Rubanga lonyo” (“God can make you rich”) in 

Kitgum was created by formerly abducted youths in April 2003. 

One member, Joseph, says that when they decided to form the 

group, they were thinking how they were suffering in captivity and 

how God brought them back home- which for them meant richness-

taking them back to life.

The members are drawn from a group of youths who came back from

Sudan in 2001 after long years of captivity in the LRA. They had

escaped, were then brought to Khartoum and from there flown to

Kitgum by UNICEF. But back home, they had nothing to do – instead,

they were only faced with problems. They thought it would be wise 

to start a group to help each other. They didn’t think about money

because according to the chairman, Innocent, money only separates

people. Just finding a way to survive was the aim. Every person pays

about US$12 to become a member.

Betty recalls the time after leaving the KICWA4 reception centre: she

was 19 years old and had spent 5 years in the LRA captivity where

she had given birth to her daughter, Peace, whose father was one of

the rebel commanders who forced her to be his “wife”. For two

months, she had lived with her mother; the father had died while she

was with the rebels. But she had problems at home so she left and

stayed with an aunt. There, she had further troubles and she found life

hard. The support given to her finished soon after. Now she stays with

her older sister. Her age mates had gone ahead with their studies

while she was in captivity and she feels far behind them. Her biggest

worry is about her daughter who is now at an SOS children’s village in

Gulu. Betty cries when she talks about Peace. She has not seen her

daughter since February 2003, when she gave her away. But she says

there would be no way to keep her child now with her.

Joseph was 19 years old when he was abducted nine years ago. 

Three days after coming back to his village, he moved to town because

he was too afraid to be re-abducted. He joined a friend who had a

carpenter’s shop, worked together with him and also got some little

money out of it. But his friend started abusing him, so he left and

somebody gave him a place where he worked alone. There, he started

his own carpenter shop. Now he employs seven people. 

The fees members paid were used to buy timber for carpentry and now

the group is making furniture in Joseph’s workshop where they also sell

it. They are planning to make bricks but still have to earn some money

before starting the business.

Joseph cannot forget life in the bush. He is afraid he will be killed by

the rebels if they find him. And it makes him unhappy being alone, left

without advice and living on his own. He is frustrated because, in

Khartoum, he was told he would get a lot of support once he returned

home; but this promise still remains to be realised. Nobody ever

checks on him. He says that it is not only him who feels like that, but

all of those who came back from Sudan are not happy. “Just to be

dumped and then left alone gives me a lot of thinking, even about

going back to the bush. I wonder why we are living like that now. 

This doesn’t help me to forget the past”, he says.

The problems youth face are numerous explains Innocent. “Since most

of us are renting rooms in town, we cannot support the group as much

as we would like to”, he says. “We lack advice from people who might

give us ideas as to how to perform better. 

VOICES OF YOUTH IN NORTHERN UGANDA:
JOINING EFFORTS FOR A BETTER FUTURE
By Ann Lorschiedter 3

Photo: © Iuleva-Jorke, 2003

“Night Commuters” at Kitgum Hospital in
Northern Uganda. Thousands of children
abandon their villages at night and look
for shelter in bigger towns to seek safety
from armed groups who often abduct
children at night, forcing them to become
child soldiers or sexual slaves.

The long-term war in Northern Uganda is a war against civilians, greatly affecting children and youth who are at
risk of being abducted by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) which is fighting the Ugandan Government since the
late 1980s. More than 20,000 children and youth have been abducted1, many of them either still remain in captivity
where they are forced to loot, abduct, torture or kill civilians or to witness these crimes. The population in the
three districts of Acholiland has been displaced to several IDP Camps2: some 850,000 Acholi live in these camps
under difficult circumstances, lacking food, safe water, health and education services, in an age of a total decline
of moral and traditional values and of a disastrous spread of HIV/AIDS. 

1 Human Rights Watch, Stolen Children: Abduction and Recruitment in Northern Uganda (New York: Human

Rights Watch, 2003), p. 2 (Available on: http://www.hrw.org/)

2 IDP Camp: Camp for Internally Displaced People

3 Ann Lorschiedter is a PhD candidate, working on the reintegration of formerly abducted children in Acholiland.

Ann collaborates with the Uganda Coalition.

4 KICWA: Kitgum Concerned Women Association; a local NGO, member of the Uganda Coalition, who runs a

reception centre for formerly abducted children

FEATURE ARTICLE:

WHY DO ADOLESCENTS JOIN 
ARMED GROUPS AND FORCES?
Interview with Rachel Brett, co-author of Young Soldiers: Why they Choose to Fight.

Rachel Brett, Representative (Human Rights and Refugees) at the Quaker UN Office-Geneva, and
a member of the CSC Steering Committee, is a recognized resource person on the recruitment of
girls and boys as children. Along with Irma Specht of the International Labour Organisation, Rachel
has recently conducted a study on the factors leading to the voluntary recruitment of adolescents:
“Young Soldiers: Why they Choose to Fight”, which will be published in May 2004. She answers
our questions about her new book:

CSC: Rachel, adolescents are often

regarded as the least vulnerable of all

child soldiers and seen as resourceful

people who can decide for themselves

whether they want to be in an armed

group or not. For many people, they are

not a priority in the issue of the use of

children as soldiers. Why did you think

it was necessary to carry out a study on

voluntary recruitment of adolescents at

this point in time? 

R.B: For precisely the reasons that you give:

the tendency is to focus on abducted children

and particularly on young abducted children.

Clearly stopping abductions and getting

young children demobilized into safety is

important. However, the majority of child

soldiers are post-puberty rather than younger,

and many of these are not abducted.

Secondly, the efforts to demobilize child

soldiers will not be effective if they only

concentrate on taking children out of the

armed forces or groups without addressing

the reasons why they joined. So we need to

understand from the children themselves why

they joined. If we can understand and

address this, we will be able to plan more

effective long-lasting demobilization and

reintegration programmes, but also ways in

which to eliminate or reduce child

volunteering in the first place. Finally,

adolescents are at a particularly crucial stage

in their development: they have more capacity

to think and act independently than younger

children, but still possess much vulnerability –

physical, mental and emotional. This is

evidenced by the tendency to high suicide

rates amongst adolescents.

CSC: You argue that no single factor can

explain why an adolescent joins an

armed group. You describe war itself as

the most fundamental factor. What other

factors do you consider as crucial after

having carried out this study? Did any of

them come as a surprise after analyzing

the different case studies?

R.B: The other crucial factors are poverty,

education (or the lack of it), employment/work

(lack of viable alternatives) and the family.

There were a number of surprises, though:

looking back, I am always intrigued at how

obvious most of it is. The biggest one was

how crucial the role of the family is. Earlier

research (for the Graça Machel study on the

impact of war on children) demonstrated the

vulnerability to recruitment of children without

families (whether temporarily or permanently).

What this research showed was how many

adolescents were running away from what

they perceived as an abusive or exploitative

domestic situation. The correlation was

particularly high for girls but was also a strong

factor for many boys. On the other hand,

families sometimes encourage their children

to join either directly or indirectly. Children 

of military families (whether regular

government armies or armed groups) may be

expected to join, or expect it of themselves

without necessarily any specific urging from

the family. Boys in particular may feel under

family or society pressure to fight, and that 

it would reflect badly on the family or

specifically on the father if they did not. Some

girls from military families by contrast want to

join in order to prove their equality with their

brothers. However, the family background may

also mean that a young person who does not

know what to do with his or her life, or is

having problems at school, considers joining

the armed forces; while it might not even

occur to another who was not from a military

background as a possible or desirable option.

CSC: Why do you think family has been

overseen as a factor in the voluntary

recruitment of adolescents? And how 

do you compare it to apparently

contradictory factors like absence of

family or separation from relatives due

to the conflict?

R.B: I think that the main reason why the role

of the family - rather than simply its absence -

has been overlooked has been because of 

the general tendency of others to decide 

what has caused the children's involvement.

This can come from observing external factors

rather than actually asking the children and

young people themselves. If you look from the

outside, you can see if they were separated

from or had no family, or whether they lived in

poverty, and so on. You can then observe the

external factors which make such children

vulnerable to recruitment. What you cannot

see using this method is how the children

themselves feel; how they weigh the different

factors; and how they explain what really lead

or drove them to make this decision. This is

also why the role of friends has been better

documented, because again, you can see or

check whether a child joined alone or with a

friend or family member, or with a group of

friends. However, it would be difficult to

establish the internal dynamic of a family - the

problem of physical or sexual abuse, the
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CSC: Civilians are involved in ever more

conflicts, aggravating recruitment

factors, such as economic decay, social

and family pressure, and displacement

of population. Do you think that

voluntary recruitment of adolescents is

bound to increase in the near future?

R.B: I do not think that it is inevitable. In fact,

what is striking even in these situations is

how few children and adolescents are

involved rather than how many. What this

suggests is two things. First, if the deliberate

recruitment or encouragement for them to join

were stopped by actually holding those who

recruit children accountable through national

or international courts, the numbers would

drop very significantly. At present no-one

believes that they will actually be punished for

recruiting and using children. Secondly, not all

children even in the most vulnerable or at risk

circumstances identified in the research (poor

children, living in a war zone, not in school or

work and without a family, or with an abusive

family) join in the fighting. Therefore, anything

which is done to address any or all of these

factors will also reduce the numbers. The

main thing is to see the situation from the

viewpoint of the youngsters themselves and

so provide them with viable alternatives and

better alternatives and support. 

CSC: You share the CSC's defence of

the straight-18 principle (the prohibition

of every kind of recruitment and use of

children under 18 as soldiers by any

armed force or group, in or without

conflict). In view of the findings of this

book, how can best the straigth-18

principle be defended?

R.B: Two major changes have taken place, not

only legally but also in public opinion over

recent years. These are the agreement that no

one under 18 years should be forced or

compelled to join armed forces or armed

groups (including not being conscripted into

government armed forces), and that no-one

under-18 should be sent into combat. It is

hard to believe now that, even a few years

ago, many governments were maintaining that

there was nothing wrong with sending under-

18s to fight. The only legal point of argument

now remains whether governments should be

able to take (and encourage) those aged

between 16 and 18 to volunteer for their

armed forces. The argument about cultural

relativism is overworked in this context, given

that it was predominantly "developed"

countries such as the UK, USA, Australia,

Canada, New Zealand, Netherlands (and the

former British colonies in South Asia) who

were arguing that they should be able to

recruit under-18s, and in fact saw no reason

not to send them into combat. The problem

about age in many developing countries is

more the difficulty of establishing it, given the

lack of birth registration, and the fact that the

transition from childhood to adulthood may not

be marked so much by the calendar year as by

other factors. 

What this research showed was that many of

these, all of whom defined themselves as

volunteers, would not objectively be

considered to be so. For example, seeing a

friend shot for not volunteering leaves severe

doubts about how voluntary the interviewee's

actual decision was. Many who did volunteer

at the moment of going, subsequently wanted

to leave again but were not able to. Is

volunteering a one-time choice, or on

discovering the reality, should one be able to

opt out again? Many were simply caught up in

the fighting which swept into or through their

town or village, rather than making a positive

choice to become involved at all. Most regret

their involvement, either because they find

themselves trapped in a situation from which

they see it as almost impossible to extricate

themselves, or because of what they have

been through, and the situation in which they

now find themselves, or because of what they

missed out on (the sense of wasted years). It

is important to remember, that the "straight-

18" prohibition is directed at the recruiters,

not at the youngsters themselves. Thus, I pass

no judgment on those children and young

people who do join up - in particular those

who do so because they see no other option,

or because this seems like the best choice in

the circumstances in which they find

themselves. The girl who believes that she will

be better able to protect herself against rape if

she wields a gun than if she remains at home

or alone without one. The boy who seeks to

protect or provide for his siblings when the

parents have been killed. Furthermore, in

planning demobilization and reintegration

policies and programmes, it is vital to take into

account the facts of why these children and

young people took the steps they did, and that

in so doing they sought to take charge of their

lives, and often did so and demonstrated

courage, responsibility and commitment in

circumstances that no child or young person

should be required to face. We should allow,

encourage and support them in taking the

peacetime decisions about their future too,

and not assume that they are objects for

whom decisions should be made without

consultation.
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feelings of isolation, denigration,

marginalization or exploitation- without in-

depth interviewing in a situation where the

interviewee feels able and is willing to

disclose such personal information.

CSC: Some contributing factors for

recruitment operate well before a

conflict erupts, like poverty, domestic

violence or discrimination in education.

Is there an underlying message for

countries where there is no conflict now

but that could be nurturing the seeds of

adolescent recruitment? What are the

indicators of adequate prevention of

recruitment?

R.B. There is indeed a message for those

who are not in conflict, as well as those

emerging from conflict and do not want the

situation to repeat itself. The lessons from the

research are very obvious, but difficult to

implement. Young people are unlikely to get

involved in conflict when (1) in a happy,

supportive, stable home environment that is

not so impoverished that the children are

unable to attend school or are kept out of

school to work for money or undertake

domestic tasks to enable the parent(s) to

work; (2) attend school and receive education

that they find interesting and relevant to their

work prospects, and in an environment where

they are not degraded, humiliated or

physically abused by teachers or other pupils;

and (3) are able to earn a reasonable living

without joining official or unofficial armed

forces or groups. This can be seen not only

as good for the children and young people

themselves, but also as a factor of positive

peace building, because it also means that

they will be much less amenable to the

appeals of armed factions. This is of course

true more broadly in relation to urban youth

gangs/violence.

“I personally believe that
when people are young, others
can abuse them. It is my very
unfortunate fate that I was
drawn into wars. If instead of
war skills, I knew other skills
and knowledge, now I could
use my knowledge and
expertise. Then today I would
be an engineer or doctor or
something else useful for my
society and myself.” 
Javad, a former child soldier 
from Afghanistan

“As I know, education is the key. 
It is better than silver and gold.”
Augustine, a former child soldier from
Sierra Leone

CSC: You have studied in depth the

situation of girl child soldiers and their

specific problems regarding their

participation in conflict. What are the

main specific factors to take into

account concerning female adolescents

who volunteer for an armed group or

force? And how do they get demobilised

and reintegrated as opposed to male

adolescents?

In the book based on the research, there is a

chapter exploring this that brings in additional

research material on girl soldiers. One of the

main points which come out is that girls are

often running away from domestic violence,

exploitation or sexual abuse. Some find refuge

and empowerment in armed forces or groups;

others continue to find themselves exploited.

Either way, when demobilized they are usually

being “reintegrated” into a society which has

not changed its attitudes to girls and their

role in society and their likelihood of being

abused and exploited. In addition, many get

excluded from demobilization because they

are not considered as being “real soldiers”

but only camp followers, wives or sex slaves,

despite the fact that all the girls from whom

we had interviews had fought.

How to obtain the book Young Soldiers: 

Why they Choose to Fight by Rachel

Brett and Irma Specht (May 2004,

International Labour Organisation and

Lynne Rienner), ISBN 92-2-113718-X;

27.50Sw Fr; US$17.95; £13.95; €20.

CONTACT:

ILO Publications

4, route des Morillons

CH-1211 Geneva 22

Switzerland

Fax: (+41) 22 799 6938

Email: pubvente@ilo.org

Order your ILO publications securely

online at: www.ilo.org/publns

Michaela Ludwig recently conducted a study entitled “Former Child

Soldiers as Refugees in Germany”, for Terre des Hommes* and

Bundesfachverband Unbegleitete Minderjährige Flüchtlinge. The study,

based on narrative interviews in Germany with former child soldiers and

experts in politics, law and psychology, concludes that former child soldiers

have in fact no chance to succeed in the German Asylum procedure.

According to the study: “Child-specific persecution, like recruitment of minors, is not

accepted [as a valid reason to obtain asylum in Germany]. The German procedure of

asylum only accepts cases of desertion if they are linked to political persecution, the

so-called “Politmalus”. The study also concludes that: “…due to psychic and

sometimes physical problems, children are not able to undergo the asylum procedure

successfully. Lack of education and insufficient knowledge of the German language

and the asylum procedure often impede former child soldiers to meet the demands of

the system.” The Federal Office of the Recognition of Foreign Refugees (Bundesamt

für die Anerkennung von ausländischen Flüchtlingen) labels former child soldiers as

“deserters”. Since former child soldiers don’t get a permanent residence permit in

Germany, their situation is marked by a high degree of uncertainty. They live with

restrictions such as a prohibition of leaving their place of residence, a denial of pursue

their education, etc. Their rehabilitation and integration are therefore made impossible. 

* Terre des Hommes is a member of the Steering Committee of CSC. 

To obtain the full study please contact: Terre des Hommes, Andreas Rister,

Child Rights Officer. Email: a.rister@tdh.de or Bundesfachverband

Unbegleitete Minderjährige Flüchtlinge, Albert Riedelsheimer. 

Email: bfv-umf@t-online.de

NO CHANCE FOR FORMER 
CHILD SOLDIERS SEEKING 
ASYLUM IN GERMANY

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
ON CHILD SOLIDERS:
Amnesty International. Democratic Republic of Congo: Children
at War. Report focused on the use of children as soldiers in DRC.

Published in September 2003. Available on www.amnesty.org (*)

Human Rights Watch. Colombia: You’ll Learn Not To Cry.
Published in September 2003. Report providing a comprehensive

account of child combatants in Colombia. For details of available

copies go to www.hrw.org

Save the Children UK, 2003. “Going Home: Demobilisation and
Reintegration of Child Soldiers in the Democratic Republic of

Congo.” By Beth Verhey. Report analysing DDR programs carried

out in the North and South Kivu Provinces. Report available on

www.savethechildren.org.uk

Save the Children UK, 2003. “When Children Affected By War Go
Home: Lessons learned from Liberia” by Krijn Peters and Sophie

Laws. This report explores what happened to many of the young

people who returned home following the DDR process that took

place from 1996-1997. For details of availability go to

www.savethechildren.org.uk

(*) Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and Save the Children are
members of the International Steering Committee of CSC
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By Andrés Vázquez, Latin America

Regional Coordinator.

Web page: www.cns.org.py; email :

cnslatina@msn.com

At present, there are two countries in armed

conflict in Latin America, Colombia and

Mexico, where direct or indirect participation

of children takes place. At least five other

countries are suffering the consequences of

nonexistent or ineffective demobilization and

reintegration processes (Bolivia, El Salvador,

Guatemala, Nicaragua and Peru).  

REGIONAL MEETING OF THE 
LATIN AMERICA COALITION 

On 29-30 October, the 4th regional meeting

of the members of the Latin American Child

Soldiers Coalition (Coalición Niños/as

Soldado Latina, CNSLatina) took place in

Bogotá, Colombia. Representatives from

Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru and

Venezuela took part in it. The regional

coalition decided to carry out a study of the

impact of the Colombian armed conflict in

parts of Ecuador and Venezuela. The Regional

Coalition will take part in lobbying and

campaign activities at the OAS Meeting due

to take place in Quito in June 2004. Coalition

representatives will present an update of their

campaign for the effective implementation of

the Optional Protocol to the Convention of

the Rights of the Child and will campaign for

the signature and ratification of this

instrument by Bolivia and Nicaragua. 

COLOMBIA COALITION

Colombia is the country with the highest

number of boys, girls and adolescents linked

to an armed conflict in the region. During the

past two years, Coalition members around the

world have worked on a campaign to support

LATIN AMERICAN COALITION: STRESSING PREVENTION AND 
APPLICATION OF LEGAL STANDARDS

the activities of the Colombia Coalition (see

Newsletters Issue 5/September 2002 and

Issue 9/September-October 2003). During the

last three months of 2003, the Coalition held

six workshops on prevention with the

participation of 90 youngsters and 60

community leaders in Putumayo, Cauca and

Bogotá.  

In September, the Colombia Coalition

organized a forum on children linked to the

armed conflict at the UN High Commission for

Human Rights. The event brought together

government officials, diplomatic representatives

and human rights organisations, including

Human Rights Watch specialists. A similar

seminar was organized by the Coalition with

the Human rights Department of ESAP (High

School of Public Administration). This seminar

was attended by 300 people, among them

students, members of national and international

ONGs and government officials. 

By Maria Glenda R. Ramirez, 

South East Asia Regional Coordinator.

Email: seacoordinatorchild

soldiers@yahoo.com

THAILAND/BURMA BORDER 

The Asian Regional Resource Center for

Human Rights Education (ARRC) launched

an educational campaign to support human

rights groups and civil society in generating

active responses towards ending the use of

child soldiers in Burma, which has the highest

number of child soldiers in government forces

worldwide. The launching of the campaign,

together with the poster and primer on child

soldiers, on November 11, 2003, in Bangkok,

Thailand, coincided with the regional Human

Rights Education Forum, which ARRC also

organized.  

INDONESIA

On August 28 to 30, 2003, the KKSP

Foundation, Education and the Information

Center for Child Rights/National Commission

for Children and Women in Aceh, the People

Crisis Center (PCC) Aceh, the YAB Aceh

(Yayasan Anak Bangsa - The Nation Child

Foundation), and the Jesuit Refugee Service

Aceh, conducted a basic training for fourteen

researchers in Medan, North Sumatra. The

training focused on children’s rights, child

sensitivity and research skills, particularly on

participatory research action methodology. The

training is in preparation for the Child Soldiers

Advocacy Project, which aims at documenting

the involvement of children in the conflict in

Aceh. 

SOUTHEAST ASIA REGIONAL COALITION UPDATE
PHILIPPINES

The 2nd National Consultation Workshop on

the Use of Children as Soldiers, with the

theme: “Enhancing Partnerships Towards

Effective Strategies on Disarmament,

Demobilization, Reintegration and

Rehabilitation” was held in Cagayan De 

Oro City on November 10 to 12, 2003. 

The workshop was organized by the 

Steering Committee of the Philippine Coalition

to Stop the Use of Children as Soldiers.

Representatives of thirty-one organizations

from government and NGOs all over the

country and regional and international

organizations participated in the workshop,

together with four former child soldiers.

By Karishma Budhdev-Lama, MENA

network Regional Secretariat.

mero.afsc@index.com.jo; website:

www.child-soliders-mena.org

In October 2003, members of the MENA

Regional Network to Stop the Use of Children

as Soldiers met in Amman, Jordan to establish

a Regional Steering Committee and to

nominate a new Regional Coordinator (Mrs

Nuha Maayta, Director of the Pioneer Woman

Center for Training, Jordan). The International

Secretariat facilitated the elections and

provided training on researching for and

launching the Child Soldiers Global Report,

2004.

Participating organizations helped to cement

the network’s directions by adopting a regional

strategy. The network, led by Mrs. Maayta who

is assisted by the Regional Steering

Committee (represented by organizations in

Algeria, Jordan, Palestine, Qatar and Sudan)

plans to focus on 3 major activities over the

coming 6 months: researching and drafting

Middle East entries for the Global report,

expanding and strengthening the network and

advocacy to the Arab League. Network

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTHERN AFRICA NETWORK ELECTS 
STEERING COMMITTEE AND NEW REGIONAL COORDINATOR

members gave priority to Sudan and Yemen to

strengthen national structures where the

situation of child soldiers presents significant

challenges.

The MENA Network appreciates the valuable

contributions and commitment of Dr. Atef

Odibat and Ms. Lilian Peters, who, over the

past year, have jointly coordinated the network

and its activities. Together with the Regional

Secretariat based at the Quaker Service-

AFSC Regional Office, they have consolidated

the network with a firm footing. 

By Henri Nzeyimana, Great Lakes

Regional Coordinator.

csc.gl@scnuga.or.ug

In October, the Great Lakes Coalition

participated in a field survey on the response

of the UN system to children affected by

armed conflicts. The Regional Coordinator

together with the Uganda National Coalition

deputy coordinator met a delegation from the

Africa Regional Office of Amnesty

International and briefed the Amnesty team on

child soldiers’ situation in Uganda in

preparation of the high level mission of the

Amnesty International Secretary-General to

the Great Lakes region. 

DRC NATIONAL COALITION (*) 

The Great Lakes Regional Coordinator

facilitated, together with the International

Secretariat, the organization of DRC national

coalition meeting on the 16-17 September

2003 in Goma which resulted in the election

of a national coordinator and deputy

coordinator of the DRC coalition and the

adoption of a national action plan for the

period 2003-2004. 

Concerning cross-border issues, the Child

Protection Section of MONUC and Save the

Children UK, a member of CSC, are actively

engaged with UNICEF Burundi and the

Government of Burundi to secure a voluntary

repatriation of former Burundian child soldiers

in eastern DRC.

After a meeting with the National Coordinator,

The Governor of South Kivu province

facilitated the demobilisation of two child

soldiers in Nyamunyenye training camp and

promised to end recruitment and harassment

of demobilised children by military

commanders in the province.

The DRC Coalition has collaborated with the

media, facilitating information and access to

transit centres run by Coalition members to

the Washington Post, the Voice of America,

Radio Okapi, the BBC and other media.

Herve Cheuzeville, a collaborator of the

Coalition, and author of a recent a book

entitled; “Kadogo: children in Central African

wars” (available in French on www.editions-

harmattan.fr) donated 20 double-decker beds

to a transit centre run by Lets Protect

Children, a DRC Coalition member, on behalf

of a French NGO, CORCICA

UNIVERSALLIS.

GREAT LAKES REGIONAL COALITION
THE UGANDA COALITION AND
ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN 
DISTRICTS

The Uganda Coalition is actively engaged in

the prevention of abduction of children in

Northern Uganda and in advocacy to prevent

recruitment of children by Arrow groups

(armed vigilante groups, allegedly backed by

the Ugandan Government). The Regional

Coordinator conducted a field visit to Gulu

district in November 2003. 

In order to find adequate solutions to the

growing phenomenon of night commuters

(children escaping nightly into bigger towns in

northern Uganda for fear of LRA abduction),

Save the Children Denmark, a member of the

Uganda National Coalition, sponsored a half-

day consultation workshop for partners on

Night Commuters at Acholi Inn, Gulu District,

on 23rd October 2003. Several members of

the Uganda Coalition run shelters for these

children.

(*) Excerpts compiled and translated from activity

reports by Murhabazi Namegabe, DRC National

Coalition Coordinator and Gustave Sawa-Sawa,

Focal Point in the Kivus.

“Child soldiers use 2003“ is the title of the

report prepared by the Coalition for the United

Nations Security Council on the occasion of

their 4th debate on children in armed conflict,

in early 2004. The briefing updates the

situation of children involved in armed

conflicts in 17 countries and introduces

recommendations for future United Nations

resolutions.

On 6 November 2003, the Secretariat held

two meetings co-sponsored by the New York-

based Watchlist on Children and Armed

Conflict at the Royal Institute of International

Affairs (Chatham House) in London, as a

preparation for the United Nations Security

Council meeting. The first event was an

internal briefing for Security Council member

states on the current situation of children in

armed conflict. It was attended by

representatives from Chile, China, France,

Germany, Mexico, Russia, United Kingdom and

United States. A second public meeting was

held afterwards.

The International Secretariat also conducted

high level advocacy at the European Union, in

two separate meetings in Florence and Rome,

THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT CONVEYS THE COALITION’S
MESSAGE TO THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL. 

concerning the EU Guidelines on Children and

Armed Conflict, which were adopted by the

EU General Affairs and External Relations

Council on 8 December 2003.

From September to December 2003, the

International Secretariat facilitated national

and regional Coalition meetings and

workshops and carried out field missions in

Colombia, Democratic Republic of Congo

Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Occupied Territories of

Palestine, Rwanda, Spain, Uganda, and the

United Kingdom.


