
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

http://www.wfp.org/countries/mozambique 

	  

	  

	  

WFP Mozambique | Brief                                 
Reporting period: 01 October – 31 December 2015                
Country Director: Abdoulaye Baldé 
 

W
FP

 M
o

za
m

b
iq

u
e 

| 
B
ri

ef
  

                                                                                                                                                                                    
COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

  Project  
Duration 

Planned 
number of 

people 

Total  
requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  
received  
(in USD) 

Total 
Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200286: Mozambique 
Country Programme 

Mar 12 –
Dec 16 

1,569,728 117,010,779 53,992,662 46% 477,777 
Canada, ONE UN, 
Belgium, Private 

Donors and Japan 

PRRO 200355: Assistance to 
Vulnerable Groups and 
Disaster Affected Populations 
in Mozambique 

Mar 12 –
Dec 16 

253,000 53,396,205 22,890,792 43% 4,755,502 
USAID/FFP, CERF,  
Canada, Germany 
and Switzerland 

*January – June 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance: In addition to a Country Programme (CP), a Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 
(PRRO), and a Special Operation (SO), WFP also implements a Bilateral Agreement designed to provide procurement 
and logistics services in support of the Nutrition Rehabilitation Programme (PRN), established by the Government of 
Mozambique. Through a Trust Fund to Accelerate Progress towards target “1c” of the first Millennium Development 
Goal (MDG1c - reducing the number of people who are hungry by half) WFP is able to focus additional support on 
nutrition activities and strengthening market access. The Purchase for Progress (P4P) pilot was also mainstreamed into 
the Trust Fund; this aimed to build the capacity of smallholder farmers to help them become competitive in agricultural 
markets, with a particular focus on women.  

WFP’s CP aims to support human and social development through improved basic nutrition and scaling up social 
protection programmes. Specific activities include supporting home-grown school meals; strengthening livelihoods by 
enhancing smallholder farmers'  opportunities to access markets; and improving food security information for disaster 
risk reduction. The CP's components converge to create an integrated safety net system, mirroring and complementing 
the approach adopted by the government to build their national social protection programme. 

The PRRO aims to enable rapid and effective response to emergency needs and to support early recovery from shocks. 
Furthermore, WFP seeks to build government capacity to mitigate disasters and respond to emergencies. To this end, 
WFP is preparing the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) for a future handover by building relief and 
recovery adeptness at the local level. WFP coordinates these long-term sustainability efforts through the Humanitarian 
Country Team Working Group, composed of all UN agencies. 

As part of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement in Mozambique, WFP chairs the SUN Business Network in 
partnership with the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN), and is an active member of the SUN UN Network.  
WFP provided gender-sensitization trainings to the Government and partners, assisting with its productive safety-net 
activities. It also set up food management committees to ensure gender equality in its emergency food assistance. 
WFP's operations in Mozambique are strengthened by collaboration with other UN agencies, as well as with national 
and international NGOs. WFP interventions in Mozambique support the achievement of all eight Millennium 
Development Goals. WFP's CP is in line with WFP's Country Strategy in Mozambique, which focuses on human and 
social development, market access and disaster risk management. It pursues a transition from food aid to food 
assistance and supports and strengthens government programmes that will constitute sustainable, national solutions to 
food insecurity. 

Following the October 2014 presidential elections, the Government has extended the national Poverty Reduction 
Strategy (2011-2014) to 2015. As a result, the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) has also 
been extended by one year (to 2016) to align the UNDAF process to the Government of Mozambique's planning cycle. 
WFP Mozambique thus extended its CP, by one year, until the end of December 2016, to align programming to the 
UNDAF cycle. All components of WFP's Country Programme will remain relevant during the one year extension, except 
Component 5 (Market Access) which will be removed from the CP as it is being implemented through a separate Trust 
Fund. 

Under its 2012-2015 Country Strategy, WFP prioritizes 
human and social development, market access, and disaster 
risk management. It pursues WFP's transition from food aid 
to food assistance by enhancing government programmes to 
constitute sustainable national solutions to food insecurity. 
To prevent and protect from food insecurity, WFP 
Mozambique also used innovative delivery methods such as 
cash and vouchers in 16 districts and cities, where the 
financial institutions are present at some level and food is 
available in the local markets, thus contributing to the local 
economy. WFP Mozambique is currently reviewing its 
country strategy and developing a new Strategic Plan for the 
period 2017-2021, which will be based on the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the Zero Hunger Challenge. WFP 
has been present in Mozambique since 1977. Photo © WFP/Jeronimo Tovela 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
The Country Programme's components create an integrated safety net system that aligns with the Government’s efforts 
to build a national social protection programme. Each of WFP’s components is underpinned by a national sector strategy. 
WFP works in support of these government led strategies and in collaboration with other UN agencies (under the UNDAF 
2012-2016). Capacity development interventions on emergency relief and recovery are conducted through the United 
Nations Humanitarian Country Team, of which WFP is an active contributor. WFP’s capacity development efforts focus on 
a future handover of the National Institute for Disaster Management. 
 
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Mozambique has one of the fasting growing economies in the 
world. Since 1987, steady growth has averaged above 7 
percent, with growing per capita incomes along with 
population growth of over 10 percent in urban areas. While 
these positive markers have led to increased investment and 
exports from selected megaprojects, they have not trickled 
down to the poor. While GDP is expected to again surpass 7 
percent in 2016, weak commodity prices pose threats to the 
current investment boom.  
Large sections of Mozambique remain poor, with some 52 
percent of the population living below the poverty line and 
44 percent in severe poverty. In 2015, Mozambique ranked 
180/187 on the Human Development Index (HDI). Half a 
million children aged 6-23 months are undernourished and 
34 percent of the population is chronically food-insecure. 
While seventy percent of Mozambique's population lives in 
rural areas, urban food insecurity is an increasing problem. 
The country's stunting prevalence for children under age five 
is high at 43 percent. These problems are further aggravated 
by the high HIV prevalence (10.8 percent and ranked 8th 
globally), and chronic exposure to weather-related hazards. 
During the first quarter of 2015, excessive rains caused 
substantial damages and displacements of populations in the 
Central and Northern Provinces of Mozambique, namely 
Zambézia, Tete, Niassa, Cabo Delgado and Nampula, while the Central provinces of Sofala and Manica and the Southern 
provinces of Inhambane, Gaza, and Maputo experienced persistent lack of rain at the most critical period of the 
agriculture season causing extensive crop failure. The United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), 
which has been extended through 2016, is fully aligned with national priorities outlined in the Government's five-year 
plan, the Poverty Reduction Strategy (2011-2014) and national sector policies. Mozambique is a United Nations 
'Delivering as One' country. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

• WFP, jointly with the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), organised a knowledge-sharing workshop with 
participants from Mozambique and Malawi under the 
Purchase from Africans for Africa (PAA) programme from 9-
13 November. The workshop aimed to discuss and share 
experiences in the harmonization of the agricultural 
production of smallholder farmers with school feeding in the 
region. The beneficiaries of the programme included FAO and 
WFP officers as well as representatives of civil society and 
both governments attended the event. 
• On 18 November, WFP carried out a joint field mission with 
representatives of the High commission of Canada to visit 
the School Feeding activities in Cahora Bassa District, Tete 
Province. The activities are implemented by WFP with 
Canada’s support. The visit also had an objective to meet the 
governmental education authorities at the district level in 
order to acquire further information related to the cash 
management of the programme and decentralized process. 
The mission also sought to observe WFP’s cash and food-
based interventions in schools. 
• From 2-3 December, the three Rome-Based Agencies 
(RBAs), the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), FAO and WFP, organized a capacity enhancement 
session to 40 Community Based Organizations (COBs) and 
field staff of FAO (50 percent men, 50 percent women), and 
a combination of international and local NGOs such as 
CONCERN and Kubatsirana on Social Behaviour Change 
Communication (SBCC) for health, nutrition and home 
gardens. The training was carried out in the framework of 
the Joint Programme aiming at reducing hunger by half 
(MDG1c), funded by the European Union. 

• The Results from the November 2015 national 
food security assessment carried out by 
Vulnerability Assessment Group (GAV) of SETSAN 
and partners including FEWS NET, WFP, and World 
Vision indicate that approximately 176,000 people 
are currently food insecure and require 
humanitarian assistance to help protect their 
livelihoods and reduce food consumption gaps. 
The vast majority of the identified population (93 
percent) are in Gaza and Inhambane Provinces, 
with additional acutely food insecure populations 
identified in Sofala and Niassa Provinces. Poor 
households are particularly vulnerable to high food 
prices due to limited income opportunities, and 
will employ a variety of coping strategies to 
ensure access to food.  

• The lack of funding for the Social Protection 
Programmes (through Cash & Vouchers) reflects a 
focus on the prevention of chronic malnutrition 
rather than on the treatment of acute 
malnutrition, exposing 181,000 of Mozambique’s 
poorest people to food insecurity. In addition, 
those who have been severely affected by the 
April/May 2015 floods and those who will likely be 
affected by the floods that come with the rainy 
season, will have to resort to negative coping 
strategies, including consumption of foods not fit 
for human consumption, migration from the 
livelihoods zones, school drop outs, which will 
likely result in a quick deterioration of their 
nutritional and health status.  


