
 
A peaceful vote 
The voting process across Kenya was conducted peacefully with no violent incidents reported on 4th 
August 2010. Prominent political leaders, among them President Mwai Kibaki and Prime Minister Raila 
Odinga (proponents of the proposed law), and Education Minister William Ruto (de facto leader of ‘No’ 
camp) all called on their constituents to maintain peace during the referendum and after the results are 
announced.  Media coverage on the day of voting focused on peace messages from political leaders and 
citizens who denounced violence. Voting ended at 6 p.m. on 4 August 2010 shortly after which the 
Interim Independent Electoral Commission (IIEC) started to announce provisional national tally results.  

 
In the North Rift Valley, an area mapped as a high potential hotspot for violence, and a stronghold of the 
No Camp, voting ended peacefully in Nakuru, Eldoret, Molo, Kuresoi, Njoro and Elburgon. However, one 
unoccupied grass thatched house in Kuresoi was set ablaze on 3rd August 2010. Police have made three 
arrests in connection with the arson and state that the incident is isolated and not related to the 
referendum.  

 
The Uwaino Peace Platform organised countrywide peace vigils on 3rd August 2010. The peace vigils 
were marked by a peace march, prayers and peace messages delivered by Provincial Commissioners 
and prominent personalities. Thousands turned up for the vigils. Uwaino is a joint initiative of the National 
Cohesion and Integration Commission on Peace Building, Peacenet Kenya and the National Steering 
Committee for Peace Building and Conflict Resolution, and supported by the United Nations 
Development Programme.  
 
Sixty-seven per cent of voters choose new constitution  
The IIEC’s efficiency in releasing provisional tally results to the public was seen as transparent and 
eased anxieties in the public. As early as one hour after voting closed, first national tally results were 
presented by media and various social networks. The ‘Yes’ camp showed an early lead on national tally 
results, on which basis the “No’ Team conceded defeat and praised the peaceful manner Kenyans had 
conducted themselves.  

 
The IIEC pronounced on 6 August that 67 per cent (6, 092, 593) of the voters endorsed the new 
constitution against 30.1 % (2, 795, 059), voters who rejected the new law. President Mwai Kibaki is 
expected to promulgate the new law at a public event in Nairobi on 27 August 2010.  

 
The United Nations system in Kenya has welcomed the peaceful and orderly manner in which the 
referendum on the constitution was conducted. The UN also commended the people of Kenya for turning 
out in large numbers to decide how they preferred to be governed in future. The UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Kenya, Mr Aeneas Chuma commented “Constitution-making is a very 
important process, and Kenyans from all walks of life found it important to participate in this process. I 
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• Kenyans vote for new constitution  in  a peaceful constitutional referendum 
• Uwaino Peace Platform call for sustained peace during and after the referendum 
• The United Nations  applauds Kenya for peaceful vote 
• Government and partners remain vigilant in monitoring the North Rift Valley, humanitarian 
organisation start winding down. 
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want to congratulate them for not only exercising their democratic right to vote but also for maintaining 
peace throughout the voting period,”.  Mr. Chuma noted that the endorsement of the proposed 
constitution opened a new chapter in the history of Kenya. He further noted that the real work is just 
beginning and a lot of effort and resources need to be put in place to ensure that the new constitution 
works for the people of Kenya. “While this is a big milestone for many Kenyans who have tirelessly 
sought a new constitution for the past twenty years, it is only a beginning to a prosperous future,” he 
stated. In regards to the organization of the referendum, Mr. Chuma noted that it was well organized and 
transparent.  
 
Government and partners remain vigilant in the Rift Valley 
The Government of Kenya has remained vigilant in the Rift Valley which was seen as a potential hotspot 
for violence, mainly due to the highly polarized constitutional campaigns. The Rift Valley was also an 
epicentre of violence during the 2007/2008 post-election violence and a repetition of violence was 
feared. In preparedness for any potential violence in the run to and after the referendum, the 
Government heavily reinforced its security presence to curb security threats.  Security personnel are 
continuing to monitor the situation.  
 
Humanitarian actors also worked with the Government of Kenya to establish inter-agency coordination 
mechanisms, preparedness plans, prepositioning of humanitarian aid and deployment of field staff to 
monitor and report potential humanitarian consequences of the referendum.   
The coordination hubs set up in both Nakuru and Eldoret in the Rift Valley province hosted operational 
organizations and reinforced humanitarian coordination. Series of preparation and coordination meetings 
have been held between humanitarian organizations and authorities.  
In Nairobi and Mombasa, a Communications Task Force to monitor developments through agency focal 
points was set up. Monitoring in the lead up to, during and after the referendum focused on referendum-
related incidents that could have escalated into clashes.  
 
No major humanitarian related issues have been reported and the situation remains calm. The 
Humanitarian Coordinator has affirmed that the UN will continue to work with Kenya through the 
government, civil society and development partners to ensure that the aspirations of the new constitution 
are realized for all Kenyans. Humanitarian teams deployed to the field as part of the preparation work 
are now working on the lessons learned from the preparedness exercise and are winding down as the 
risk for negative impact is quickly decreasing. Most of the organization should return to their regular 
activities by the end of this week. 
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