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Latin America & the Caribbean 
 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional 
Office through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note does not intend to be an analytical tool, but a 
summary paper of key facts and actions reported by sources. Activities carried in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. 
Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  
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HIGHLIGHTS: 
   

 ARGENTINA:  Heavy rains displaced around 16,000 people due to floods and seven (7) deaths were reported 
 URUGUAY: The rise in the level of the Uruguay River forced the evacuation of 7,000 people.  
 ECUADOR:  A drought caused by El Niño is worsening water problems. 

FLOODS 
Flooding from heavy rains has affected Argentina 

and Uruguay. In Argentina approximately 16,000 

people were evacuated. In Uruguay around 8,200 

people have fled from their homes.  

 

Argentina: National authorities have responded promptly by 
mobilizing human and material resources. Image: 
Argentinean Red Cross. © 

 

ARGENTINA: Since 23 November, the provinces of 

Salta, Chaco, Entre Rios, Corrientes, Santa Fe and 

Misiones have been affected by heavy rain and 

floods. According to the Argentinean Red Cross, 

approximately 16,600 people have evacuated to 

collective centres and an undetermined number of 

displaced people are being hosted by friends and 

relatives. OCHA is providing an Emergency Cash 

Grant of US$40,000 for immediate life saving and 

life sustaining support to the victims.(1) The 

International Federation of the Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies (IFRC) allocated US$229,848 

from its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to 

support the local Red Cross to deliver immediate 

assistance to some 944 families, providing health 

care, essential relief items, hygiene promotion and 

safe drinking water to the most affected families.(2)   

Source: UN in Argentina(1), IFRC (2). 

 

URUGUAY: Heavy rains caused extensive flooding in 

Northern and Central Uruguay. Government 

agencies report that some 8,200 people have been 

evacuated. The departments of Paysandu and Salto 

are the most affected and in Salto there is an urgent 

need for psychosocial support.  The United Nations 

Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) is working 

closely with the National Emergency System in 

assessing the damages.  OCHA is providing an 

Emergency Cash Grant of US$ 40,000 for immediate 

life saving and life sustaining support to the affected 
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people. A donation hotline has been activated by the 

United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) together 

with the National Authorities and media.  

Source: UN in Uruguay 

 

HURRICANE SEASON 2009 
 

EL SALVADOR:  As of 10 December, 40 collective 

centres remain open, housing 647 families (2,429 

people). There is a need for showers, latrines, safe 

drinking water and food in these centres. Some 34 

health buildings have been damaged and losses are 

estimated at US$ 9,8 million. Equitable distribution 

of water and sanitation services is one of the key 

challenges in all affected areas.   The cluster lead 

groups continue to meet regularly.  According to the 

UN and Government sources, the total donations 

received to date amount to some US$ 10.5 million. 

Source: UN in El Salvador 

 

DROUGHT 
BOLIVIA:  Since January 2009, the region of El 

Chaco has been facing a lack of rain. During July 

and November need assessments were undertaken 

by an inter-agency group. The most affected sectors 

are agriculture and water and sanitation (WASH).  

Some 5,500 families have lost 2,600 heads of cattle. 

Due to a lack of water, food and vitamins, some 

362,500 cattle are at risk.   

Source: UN in Bolivia 

 

ECUADOR:  A drought caused by El Niño has 

affected an estimated area of 69,000 hectares, 

worsening water problems in the province of 

Manabi, causing severe damage to agricultural and 

livestock.  In 2007 and 2008 several of these 

regions were flooded affecting inhabitants’ 

productive capacity. There is also rationing of 

electricity and the government is purchasing 

electricity in Peru and Colombia.  

The World Food Programme has allocated an 

emergency fund of US$368,000 to carry out food 

security evaluations and provide food assistance to 

10,000 people.  
Source: UN in Ecuador 

 

PANDEMIC H1N1 
LAC:  As of 6 December 2009, more than 208 

countries and territories have reported laboratory 

confirmed cases of Pandemic Influenza H1N1 2009, 

with 9,596 deaths.  

Respiratory illness activity is as follows: 

• Canada, Mexico, and the United Sates remains 

above expected levels for this time of year; 

•  Caribbean countries reported mostly decreasing 

trends and low to moderate intensity; 

• Central America continues to report overall 

decreasing trends 

• South America had stable or decreasing trends, 

with the exception of Ecuador and Venezuela, 

which reported an increase. 

Source: World Health Organisation/PanAmerican Health 

Organisation 
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