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SUMMARY 
  
Cereal production in Mali for the 2001/02 crop year is up 24 percent from 2000/01 and 
18 percent above the average for 1996/97-2000/01, standing at just under the record 
figure for 1999/2000.  
 
With a nationwide population of approximately 10.7 million as of the end of April 2002, 
an available cereal supply of close to 2.9 million metric tons (MT), and a consumption 
requirement of roughly 2.4 million MT, the projected cereal balance, including exports, 
imports, and expected aid shows a surplus of nearly 66,000 MT, compared with last 
year's 147,000 MT deficit. 
 
However, extended dry spells and/or a short rainy season and the flooding of fields in 
the Kayes, Koulikoro, Sikasso, Mopti, Timbuktu, and Gao regions created pockets of 
poor harvests of rainfed and rice crops.  However, overall conditions in affected 
communities should still be relatively good.   
 
Though price levels remain high, the downturn in retail millet prices in regional capital 
markets around the country has been deepening since November, with December 
prices down by 13 percent in Ségou, 12 percent in Koulikoro and Mopti, and by 10 
percent in Sikasso.  The combination of a good supply of crops from the 2001/02 
growing season in Mali and equally good harvests in neighboring countries should 
mean less demand for Malian cereals this year than last.  
 
With most farming areas of the country showing good supplies of cereal crops and 
ensuing declines in cereal prices, the food situation for most of the country's population 
should remain satisfactory throughout 2002.  
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I.  FOOD SUPPLY  
 
1.  Nationwide Cereal Production  
 
The 2001/02 rainy season in Mali (from June to late October) began early or right on schedule 
in most farming and livestock-raising areas of the country.  The rainy season may have gotten 
off to a somewhat late start in Sikasso Region, but any adverse effects were later reversed as 
the growing season went well in all the country's leading farming areas, thanks to well-balanced 
rainfall.  
 
Gross nationwide cereal production for the 2001/02 crop year stands at 2,865,609 MT, which is 
up 24 percent from last year (2000/01), 18 percent above the average for the last five years 
(1996/97-2000/01), and just under the record figure for the 1999/2000 crop year.  This large 
boost in cereal production is due to good crop performance by all types of crops, thanks to 
adequate rainfall.  Rice yields are up by 13 percent, millet yields by 14 percent, sorghum yields 
by 23 percent, and maize yields by 104 percent from last year's growing season (Table 1).  
 
Table 1: Comparison of Preliminary Production for 2001/02 with Final Production Figures 
for 2000/01 and Average Production for 1996/97-2000/01 (MT) 
 
 

Crop Year 
Millet Sorghum Rice Maize Fonio 

Wheat/ 
Barley 

TOTAL 

2001/02 862,715 694,862 840,051 437,256 21,418 9,307 2,865,609
2000/01 759,114 564,661 742,808 214,548 22,738 6,208 2,310,077
Average  
1996/97-2000/01 

754,316 590,822 678,191 372,991 20,098 5,255 2,421,631

Difference (%) 
2001/02 vs 2000/01 

14 23 13 104 -6 50 24 

Difference (%) 
2001/02 vs average 

14 18 24 17 7 77 18 

Source: CILSS/FAO/Concerned Malian Agencies, November 2001             Table: FEWS NET/Mali 
 
 
2.  Regional Cereal Production  
 
An examination of region-wide cereal production figures shows that production went up from 
last year and above the five-year average for 1996/97-2000/01 in all regions of the country.   
 
According to all the information considered by FEWS NET and coinciding with the general 
opinion of all FEWS NET key sources, crop production in the southern reaches of Kayes and 
Koulikoro Regions and throughout Ségou, Mopti, and Sikasso Regions, which grow most of the 
country's cereals, is categorized as satisfactory. Elsewhere, the combination of extended dry 
spells and/or a short rainy season and the flooding of fields created pockets of poor harvests for 
farming communities in northern Kayes Region and throughout the Sikasso, Mopti, and 
Timbuktu Regions. 
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Crop production in Mali's so-called "cereal basket" — namely Koulikoro, Sikasso, and 
particularly Ségou Regions — is up by 30 percent, 39 percent, and 15 percent, respectively, 
from last year and is 24 percent above average in Koulikoro, 9 percent in Sikasso, and 20 
percent in Ségou (Table 2).  
 
Table 2: Comparison of Trends in Regional Gross Cereal Production (MT) 
 

Regions Production 
2001/02 

Production 
2000/01 

Average 
1996/97-
2000/01 

Difference (%) 
2001/02 vs 

2000/01 

Difference (%) 
2001/02 vs 

average 
Gao 35,050 32,449 20,857 8 68 
Kayes 196,783 139,282 185,034 41 6 
Koulikoro 506,743 390,408 408,764 30 24 
Mopti 471,752 448,075 388,079 5 22 
Ségou 898,188 778,815 748,324 15 20 
Sikasso 628,796 453,887 574,597 39 9 
Timbuktu 128,297 67,161 85,096 91 51 

Source: DNSI/DNAMR        Table: FEWSNET/Mali  
 
 
3.  Stocks  
 
Cereal inventories around the country as of November 1, which marks the beginning of the 
2001/02 consumption year, stood at approximately 212,910 MT, or 32 percent less than the 
same time last year.  This figure includes on-farm stocks in grain-producing areas (160,950 MT) 
plus other stocks held by private dealers and the National Security Stock (51,960 MT).  The 
shrinkage in cereal inventories compared with last year's figures is a result of the unusually 
strong demand for Malian cereals from neighboring countries during 2001. 
 
 
4.  Imports and Exports  
 
As in past years, the only projected cereal imports for 2002 involve wheat and rice.  These are 
estimated at 52,000 MT of wheat and 70,000 MT of rice.  Although wheat production is clearly 
up (standing at 77 percent above the average for the five last years), it is still grossly inadequate 
in the face of an ever-growing nationwide demand.  
 
Cereal exports by Mali to neighboring countries (mainly to Senegal, Mauritania, Niger, and 
Burkina Faso) vary according to trends in crop production figures in these countries.  For the 
past few years, traders from neighboring countries have been putting a great deal of pressure 
on cereal markets in Mali by offering much better prices compared with prevailing market prices 
in Mali itself.  Based on previous-year figures for official cereal outflows to neighboring countries 
and the knowledge that harvests in these countries will be better this year than last, the volume 
of Malian exports throughout 2002 is expected to decline to 123,120 MT, or 73,120 MT of 
coarse grains and 50,000 MT of rice.  
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5.  Nationwide Cereal Balance  
 
With a nationwide population of approximately 10.7 million as of the end of April 2002, an 
available cereal supply of close to 2.9 million MT, and a consumption requirement of roughly 2.4 
million MT, the projected cereal balance for the 2001/2002 consumption year, including exports, 
imports, and expected aid shows a surplus of nearly 66,000 MT, compared with last year's 
147,000 MT deficit (Table 3).  This is equivalent to a per capita surplus of nearly 66 kg for the 
year. 
 
Table 3: Projected Cereal Balance for 2001/02 (in thousands of MT) 
 

Items Rice Wheat and 
Barley Dry Grains Total  

Population as of 4/30/2002     10,703,000 
1. Availability 553.17 30.20 1,872.93 2,456.31 
Gross production 840.05 9.31 2,016.251 2,865.61 
Available production 521.67 7.91 1,713.81 2,243.40 
Stocks as of 11/1/01 31.50 22.29 159.12 212.91 
    On-farm stocks 26.51  134.44 160.95 
    Other stocks 4.99 22.29 24.68 51.96 
2. Needs 534.89 63.66 1,795.93 2,394.48 
Consumption standard 
(kg/person/year) 48.02 5.26 150.53 203.81 

Human consumption 513.96 56.30 1,611.12 2,181.38 
Ending stocks 20.93 7.36 184.81 213.1 
    On-farm stocks 5.39  145.71 151.10 
    Other stocks 15.54 7.36 39.1 62.00 
3. Gross surplus/shortfall (-) 18.28 -33.45 77.00 61.83 
4. Trade balance (imports-exports) 20.00 52.00 -68.01 3.99 
Projected commercial imports 70.00 52.00   122.00 
Expected aid   5.11 5.11 
Projected exports 50.00  73.12 123.12 
5. Net surplus/shortfall (-) 

(kg/person/year) 38.3 18.6 9.0 65.8 

6. Apparent availability 
(kg/person/year) 53.6 7.7 168.6 229.9 

Source: DNSI/DNAMR (November 2001) 
 
 
6.  Regional Cereal Balance  
 
Though varying from one region to another, crop production in all regions of the country is up 
from last year and above the average for the last five years (Table 2).  
 
With the good production figures reported in surplus areas and the ensuing downturn in 
domestic market prices, regular trade between surplus and deficit areas should provide 
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structurally deficit areas with adequate supplies of grain.  One factor affecting trade between 
different areas of the country is the volume of exports in general and of "informal" exports in 
particular, an unknown variable for cereal-importing and -consuming regions within Mali.  The 
larger the volume of these outflows, the more likely these regions of Mali will be forced to pay 
higher cereal prices. 
 
 
II. MARKETS 
 
The year 2001 was marked by a steady and, at times, unprecedented rise in cereal prices on 
retail markets in regional capitals around the country.  
 
This upward trend in prices, particularly since the month of March, was a result of mediocre 
harvests for the 2000/01 crop year combined with strong pressure on markets throughout Mali 
from neighboring countries, particularly Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Senegal, Niger, 
and Algeria.  

There has been an across-the-board downturn in market prices for millet since November, 
which picked up strength in December on markets in regional capitals in the leading cereal-
producing areas of the country, with December prices down by 13 percent in Ségou, 12 percent 
in Koulikoro and Mopti, and by 10 percent in Sikasso (Figure 1). 
 
The combination of a good supply of crops from the 2001/02 growing season in Mali and equally 
good harvests in neighboring countries paves the way for Malian cereal markets to ease back 
into their more usual seasonal price patterns over the course of the year.. 

Figure 1. TRENDS IN AVERAGE MILLET PRICES ON LEADING 
CONSUMER MARKETS OVER THE COURSE OF 2001
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III.  FOOD SITUATION FOR 2002  
 
The lean period, or so-called "hungry" period, is the interval from the beginning of the rainy 
season to the beginning of the harvesting season, which generally runs from May to September. 
Its duration depends on the size of previous harvests and the timing and prospects for the 
upcoming harvests.  In general, the lean period is a period of chronic food insecurity for rural 
communities in Sahelian countries, when the prices of staple food items reach their peak, 
making access to foods increasingly difficult.  
 
The country's food situation should improve over the course of 2002.  However, certain 
communities bringing in poor harvests as a result of extended dry spells and a short rainy 
season and the flooding of fields will experience problems during this year's hungry period.  
However, these problems are not expected to lead to requests for outside aid.  Any shortfalls in 
cereal production in these areas will be made up by regular trade, bolstered by coping 
measures of the local population and by this year's generally positive conditions. 
 
These communities, with a population of approximately 350,000, are scattered throughout 
Kayes, Koulikoro, Sikasso, Mopti, Timbuktu, and Gao Regions. 
 
Mali's food situation for the year 2002 looks good and should not require any outside 
emergency food aid anytime between now and the next harvest in September-October. 


