
www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives  

Central African Republic  
Situation Report No. 11 (as of 12 April 2013) 

This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. The next report will be issued on or around 17 April. 

Highlights 
• Self-proclaimed President Michel 

Djotodia sets up a 97-member 
transitional council following the 
ECCAS meeting in N’Djamena on 3 
April. 
 

• Severe insecurity continues to limit 
humanitarian operations. 

 
• Health needs remain critical. Drugs 

and medical equipment are being 
distributed to health facilities in Bangui.  

 
 
• Additional funding required to expand 

the response in Bangui and beyond.  
 

Situation Overview 
 
Following the Summit of the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) held in N’Djamena on 3 
April, self-proclaimed President Michel Djotodia decreed that a 97-member transitional council would elect a new 
interim president who will rule for no more than 18 months.   
 
The security situation remains volatile in Bangui as well as the rest of the country.  Incidents of lootings and 
carjacking continue across the country, including attacks on the offices, warehouses and vehicles of United Nations 
agencies and humanitarian organizations. Meanwhile sporadic gun fire is still heard throughout Bangui, and a 
21:00 to 05:00 curfew is in place. The Séléka, the French army and MICOPAX continue to conduct patrols across 
the city. Although commercial trucks are now moving to the interior of the country, the cost of transportation has 
doubled. 
 
The insecurity is greatly restricting humanitarian access, leading most UN agencies to either scale down or 
temporarily suspend their activities outside Bangui. However, the key humanitarian agencies have critical staff 
working out of Bangui, and most of the international NGOs are in the process of returning to Bangui after having 
been evacuated with UN assistance on 25 March. 
 
All 4.5 million people in the country have been affected by this crisis, but information on the number of internally 
displaced persons remains limited. Meanwhile, as of 2 April, UNHCR identified the following numbers of CAR 
refugees in neighbouring countries: 26,751 in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 5,624 in Chad, 1,024 in 
Cameroon and 884 in the Republic of Congo. 

 
Humanitarian Response 
 

 Health 
 
Hospitals lack critical medical supplies including drugs, equipment for anesthesia and trauma, and the response is 
now underway in Bangui with delivery of essential drugs, obstetric and surgical supplies. This response will meet 
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essential needs for an initial two months in the capital, but more is needed throughout the country where 
communities in many areas are cut off from medical care due to insecurity. 
 
The response in Bangui includes the following interventions: 

• International NGOs IMC and PU-AMI are distributing medical kits and drugs, as well as non-food items and 
water purification products, provided by WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF.  

• UNFPA distributed reproductive health kits to hospitals in Bangui on 5 April. More kits will be distributed to 
ten other health facilities in Bangui and surrounding areas. 

• WFP is providing food rations to health workers and patients through its NGO partners.   
 
UNICEF has also issued 19,000 insecticide-treated nets (LLINs) to implementing partners for distribution, as 
malaria remains the primary cause of child morbidity and mortality in the country. 
 
International NGOs and local communities have raised alarms about 19 rape cases on minors in Berberati and 3 
cases in Bangui.  
 

 Food Security 
 
Food prices have increased sharply since the beginning of the crisis, with overall food prices rising by 40% in some 
areas compared to the same period last year. 
 
WFP plans to distribute a total of 600 MT of food in April 2013. In Bangui, WFP is working with Coopi and MSF-
Spain to ensure the distribution of food to four hospitals. WFP also aims to support 2,500 people for one month in 
collaboration with Action Contre la Faim. In addition, a distribution of 80 MT is currently being organized with 
UNHCR and COOPI to assist 5,990 refugees in Batalimo, in the southwest of the country. 
 
Prior to the takeover of Bangui by the Séléka, the recent WFP-led Rapid Food Security Assessment carried out 
from 4 to 12 February revealed  

- Significant damage to agricultural stocks, seed and livestock took place in the Séléka-controlled areas, and 
severe food insecurity for the 8,000 people targeted in the evaluation. 

- The increase in food prices and falling incomes has drastically reduced purchasing power in the affected 
areas.  

- Given the insecurity that limits households’ access to their fields, and the effects of looting on their 
production capacity, the outlook for the 2013 crop production was uncertain, with food shortages expected 
to be most significant from May to September. The north of Nana Grebizi and Ouham face were facing a 
particularly fragile food situation. 
 

WFP is planning a rapid food assessment with ACF, COOPI and Caritas for the week of 15 April. A more in-depth 
assessment with WFP participation will be carried out as soon as the situation allows. 

 

Logistics 
 
WFP plans to distribute 3,272 MT of commodities such as cereals, vegetables, oil, salt and specialized nutrition 
products.  
 
Since the onset of the crisis, UNHAS has been ensuring regular flights connecting Yaoundé (Cameroon) and 
Bangui to help UN agencies and NGOs move their personnel and supplies.  
 
In the month of February alone, UNHAS undertook 168 trips, carrying 339 passengers and 25 MT of cargo. All 27 
destinations across the CAR were served, including locations in the rebel-controlled areas. Access to many areas 
is currently limited because of the insecurity, but service will resume once the situation allows.  
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
UNICEF and other partners have supported national water company (SODECA) by facilitating on 2 April the entry 
into Bangui of 15 MT of urgent water treatment and purification supplies to give access to potable water to the city’s 
800,000 inhabitants for 50 days.  
 
The preliminary results of the latest RRM assessment suggest that the provision of safe water supply for Bangui 
has now been largely restored to pre-crisis levels.  
 
However, public sanitation is an urgent concern due to the collapse of garbage collection in the city. Garbage has 
not been collected for the last two weeks, posing a serious public health risk to the city’s inhabitants. UNICEF is 
working with ACTED and local authorities to explore immediate solutions to this growing problem.  
 
The looting of WASH supplies and equipment from UNICEF and the national WASH agency (ANEA) warehouses, 
are a major set-back in the emergency response process. 
 

Upcoming assessments 
 
Humanitarian partners are preparing to carry out further assessments across the rest of the country as soon as the 
security situation allows, in order to identify the emergency needs of the vulnerable populations.  
 
UNICEF has signed two Project Cooperation Agreements (PCA) with the international NGOs ACF and ACTED for 
the Rapid Response Mechanism in the following regions: Sangha Mbaere, Nana Mambere, Mambere Kadei, 
Kemo, Lobaye, Ouham Pende, Ouham, Basse Kotto, Mbomou, Haut Mbomou, Ombella Mpoko, and Bangui.  
 
The RRM is primarily funded by ECHO, and has three main objectives: 1) Ensure multi-sectorial assessments in 
crisis zones, 2) Provide multi-sectorial response and 3) Integrate cross-cutting issues such as protection and 
gender in the planning stage, ensure evaluation of the impact of RRM interventions.  
 

Funding 
 
As of 12 April, 22% of contribution received has been registered so far in FTS for the 2013 Consolidated Appeal 
Process (CAP). 28 million USD has been allocated to WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF, ACTED, ACF, UNHAS, Solidarités 
and OCHA (including 412 million in carry-over from 2012). 
 
The Central Emergency Response Fund is considering a possible allocation of $7 million to support the response 
in CAR. CAR’s Common Humanitarian Fund, which is under the responsibility of the Humanitarian Coordinator, is 
also being activated to provide preliminary funding to respond to critical needs. Urgent funding is crucial to respond 
to the needs of the affected people.  
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The 2013 CAP requires US$129 million to assist 
646,000 people, and does not yet include the 
needs of thousands more people affected by the 
current crisis. In March, humanitarians estimated 
that an additional amount of US$42 million was 
required to address the new needs.  It is anticipated 
that this amount will increase in light of the most 
recent developments, given the increase in needs on 
the ground and the loss of operational capacity by 
NGO and UN.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are 
encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org 
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For further information, please contact:  
Amy Martin , Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Cell +236 7055 4141 
Laura Fultang,  Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Cell: +237 7009 5210 
Gisèle Willybiro-Maidou , Information Assistant, willybiro@un.org, Cell: +236 7018 8061  
For more information, please visitwww.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int 


