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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Conflict-induced displacement

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR): 
Situation Report No. 26 (as of 06 September 2013) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 23 August to 06. The next report 
will be issued on or around 20 September. 

Highlights 

 The Protection Cluster urges the CAR Transition 
Government to ensure the protection of civilians. 

 An estimated 5,000 new IDPs in Bangui and about 
2,000 in the Ouham-Pendé province. 

 The number of children associated with armed forces 
and groups is estimated at 3,500. 

 UNICEF launches a “Back to School” campaign. 

 The third round of the integrated vaccination 
campaign is scheduled for 23 September. 

 The Consolidated Appeal remains lowly funded, at 35 
per cent. 
 

 
 
 
 

                      

225,000 
Internally displaced 
people in the CAR 
(as of 21 August) 

62,714 
New refugees from 
CAR in neighboring 
countries, including 
40,781 in the DRC 

35% 
CAP Funded 
(current requirement 
of $195 million) 

4.6 m 
Population of CAR 
 

1.6 m 
Vulnerable people 

484,000 
Targeted food 
insecure population 

0% 
funding 
The early recovery 
cluster has not 
received any funding 

Situation Overview 
 
The security situation in the country remains extremely volatile and unpredictable. On 20 and 27 August, Seleka 
elements used excessive force in disarming residents of the Boy-Rabe and Boeing neighborhoods in Bangui. As a 
result of these violent incidents, populations fled their homes to seek refuge in other neighborhoods. Most of these 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) were identified at the Amity hospital and the Bangui International airport. On 28 
August, a joint OCHA and UNICEF visit revealed an estimated 500 IDPs at the hospital, mostly from Boy-Rabe. 
According to UNHCR, an estimated 5,000 IDPs consisting mostly of women and children occupied the airstrip, 
interrupting travel by air.  A WHO assessment at the airport revealed the death of five children as reported by IDPs. 
The IDPs were dispersed from the airport with the use of tear gas while, those at the Amity hospital have also left. 
The affected neighborhoods are now patrolled by the Multinational Force of Central Africa (FOMAC).  
 
The humanitarian community is concerned by the increased presence of unidentified armed groups in Paoua, 
Ouham-Pendé province (north-west) leading to insecurity and armed attacks. Over 30 people have been killed and 
thousands of IDPs are reported in Bozoum and Paoua, Ouham-Pendé province. 
 
During a mission to the north-western region, OCHA witnessed the arrival of IDPs in Paoua from 01 to 02 
September, following rumors of attacks by unidentified armed groups, targeting Seleka positions in the villages of 
Beboura and Nana-Barya. Villages are empty and the village of Beboura burnt along with the surrounding villages. 
While some IDPs are staying with host families, others are in a parish compound managed by Caritas. About 2,000 
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IDPs from Beboura and Nana-Barya are also occupying land provided by local authorities. The needs of these 
IDPs include: food, healthcare, clean water, adequate shelter (due to the rainy season), mats and various utensils. 
The mission also identified many children, pregnant and lactating women among the IDPs. Preliminary 
assessments carried out by UNHCR reported that about 300 Central Africans have fled to Chad due to insecurity in 
the Ouham-Pendé province. 
 
Following the recent crisis in Bangui leading to population displacement, the Protection Cluster issued advocacy 
papers to the CAR Transition government, requesting for the protection of civilians and the return of political-
administrative authorities to the interior. National authorities should ensure an immediate resolution to the crisis 
while respecting humanitarian principles. This will enable the sustainable return of IDPs to their respective homes. 
The Cluster highlighted that Central African authorities are the main custodians of peace and security; and should 
strengthen the rule of law in the country. The use of force should be the last resort. The perpetrators of human 
rights violations should be held accountable for their actions. 

Funding 
As of 06 September, FTS has registered 35 per cent of contributions for the 2013 Consolidated Appeal Process 
(CAP), for a total requirement of US$195 million.  
 
The Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) has funded 14 projects for 4,1 million USD. As of 05 September, the 
advisory board approved three more projects under the CHF Emergency Reserve for NGOs operating in the 
Protection, WASH and Education sectors for a total amount of US$ 965,907. These projects aim to: 
 

- Provide holistic emergency child protection in Bangui and the Ouaka province, to prevent and respond to 
child recruitment into armed groups and other child rights violations. 

- Revitalize the education system and rehabilitate school infrastructures in the Damara and Sibut sub-
provinces, including villages along the river (Mpokoloko, MopokoZala, Ndere). 

- Support primary and secondary garbage collection in the Bimbo and Begoua regions to improve the health 
and living conditions of the population.  

 

CAP 2013: Funding status 

 

 

Source: FTS 

 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 
From 21 to 24 August 2013, JUPEDEC a national NGO carried out an assessment in the southern localities of 
Ndjoukou and Possel, in the Kemo province. The mission’s findings revealed various protection issues. As a result 
of the infiltration of Seleka elements and armed violence, residents fled their homes to seek refuge in forest or the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The death of over 11 people was reported and eight cases of rape. Over 65 
houses were looted and burnt rendering 350 households homeless in Ndjoukou. Administrative buildings have also 
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been destroyed and there is an absolute lack of State presence in the region. The residents of Ndjoukou and 
Possel have not had access to healthcare over the past eight months since no health facility in the vicinity is 
operational. Water borne diseases, malaria and conjunctivitis are among the most common illnesses diagnosed in 
the region. The Ndjoukou health centre was accessible prior to the crisis. Populations now visit a pharmacy for 
traditional medicine or are evacuated across the river to the Pandou dispensary in DRC. Residents are afraid to 
evacuate patients to the neighboring southern towns of Sibut and Galafondo due to the presence of Seleka 
elements. 

 Education 

Needs:  

 In mid-August, the Education Cluster and its partners carried out a countrywide 
rapid assessment on the impact of the crisis on education. Preliminary results 
revealed disparities between the different provinces. About 97 per cent of the 
schools visited closed at least once during the crisis; 60 per cent of the schools 
remain closed and school attendance rate in all is less than 56 per cent in comparison to September 2012. 
The main reason for the absence of students in schools is the fear of violence and the absence of 
teachers. Schools have been closed for about 28 weeks due to the crisis. According to two key informants, 
incentives to enable the re-opening of schools include: school canteens and a guarantee of the security of 
students and teachers. 

 
Response: 

 The « Back to School » campaign was officially launched by the Ministry of Education and UNICEF in the 
peripheral schools of Bangui and was extended to 16 other schools in Bangui, 14 in Kaga-Bandoro and 21 
in Bambari, Ippy and in the Ouaka province. 

 In collaboration with the Ministry of Education, UNICEF and Cordaid facilitated the return of 1,352 teachers 
to their duty stations in the provinces of Ouham, Ouham-Pendé, Kémo, Nana-Gribizi, Haute-Kotto, 
Mbomou, Basse-Kotto, Ouaka and Ombella M’poko. 

 In Bangui, JRS is encouraging the return to school in 26 schools in the Boy-Rabe, Saint Paul and Centre 
de Combattants neighborhoods, by giving financial incentives to teachers, the distribution of didactic 
material and food. 

 With funding from UNICEF, Cordaid is providing assistance to 25 primary schools in Bangui, the Ombella-
M’poko and Lobaye provinces. This assistance consists of: minor repairs, distribution of school kits, 
organizing recreational activities, educational sessions on civil issues and conflict prevention. Support to 
these schools also includes training courses for Directors and parent associations while Academic 
Inspectors are trained on educational monitoring. This assistance targets 24,800 children. 

 With funding from UNICEF, ACTED is constructing 13 schools in the Ouham and Ouham-Pendé provinces. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The closing of bank branches in provincial capitals has a negative impact on the educational system. 
Considering that salaries are paid into their bank account, teachers are now obliged to travel to Bangui to 
be able to receive the money. This further reduces the already low number of teachers present in schools.  

 The vast majority of contractual teachers are still waiting to be integrated into public service. This further 
delays return to their duty stations. 

 As a result of the unstable security situation, many schools which had re-opened over the past few months 
have once more been closed, particularly in the Ouham, Ouham-Pendé and Ouaka provinces.  

 Food Security 

Needs:  

 Ensure food distribution to people who are in a situation of severe food 
insecurity, including IDPs, host families and elderly old persons.  

 Seed protection food rations need to be distributed concomitantly with the seeds 
in order to prevent consumption of the latter.  

Response: 

 WFP distributes approximately 25 MT of food assistance to about 2,500 to 3,000 beneficiaries every day. 
From 13 to 24 August, WFP assisted 25,081 people on the Damara-Sibut road, Bozoum and 
Bangassou.  About 170 MT of food assistance has been distributed to ensure rations for 30 days.  

60% 
Schools remain closed 

484,000 
Targeted for food security 

assistance 
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 In Ouango (Mbomou province), ACTED completed the distribution of 500 tool kits and 37 MT of food 
assistance provided by WFP to 500 beneficiary households. 

 With funding from ECHO, ACTED organized a voucher food fair in Zemio from 05 to 11 August for 900 
households.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Difficulties in gaining access to producers since most of them are still in the forest. 

 Risk of people consuming seeds if distributions are not coupled with seed protection rations. 

 Insufficient seeds and tools.  
 

 Health 

Needs: 

 While close to 200,000 children have been vaccinated against measles, 
received polio immunization, Vitamin A and deworming tablets, measles 
outbreak are reported in almost all provinces since the beginning of the year. 
This is due to poor coverage and the lack of routine immunization activities 
countrywide. An estimated 740,000 children under-five countrywide are at risk of 
being infected. 

Response: 

 The third round of the integrated vaccination campaign is scheduled for 23 September. This campaign 
targets children under-five in all health regions except Bangui. This integrated vaccination campaign is a 
life-saving intervention since children will be vaccinated against measles and polio and will also receive 
Vitamin A and deworming tablets.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The cluster has only received 20 per cent of the requested amount. Urgent funding is required to boost 
access to health services in the country. 
 

Protection  

Needs:  

 The number of children associated with armed forces and groups is estimated at 
3,500. 

 It is estimated that over 132,000 children are unaccompanied or separated (50% 
of refugees and displaced persons). 

 Forced marriages of under-aged girls (aged 12 to14 years) is on the increase, as well as the number of 
children in need of psycho-social support. 

 
Response: 

 With the support of UNICEF, since the end of May 2013, 152 children formerly associated with armed 
forces and groups have been released, 72 separated and unaccompanied children have been reunited with 
their families and 1,310 survivors of gender based violence (women and children) have received holistic 
assistance.  

 Discussions are being held in view of including birth registration to the countrywide integrated vaccination 
campaign (scheduled to start on 23 September). A draft decree is being prepared by the Ministry of 
Territorial Administration, Decentralization and Regionalization to extend the deadline for birth registration 
that was missed due to the crisis(offices were closed, registrars were unavailable and people were 
displaced). This exemption would enable children born on or after December 2012 to be registered. 

 The mapping of child protection actors (Who does what and where) was carried out  with 13 organizations, 
See: http://www.hdptcar.net/fr/documents/qui-fait-quoi-en-protection-de-lenfance-en-rca 

 The Protection Sub Cluster issued a snapshot outlining Child Protection needs in CAR. This document is 
available on ReliefWeb and HDPT site. 

 With funding from UNICEF, the Child Friendly Spaces in Kaga-Bandoro being managed by Save the 
Children and Vitalité Plus have received 582 children (325 girls and 257 boys). These children participated 

740,000  
Children countrywide at risk 

of being infected by the 
measles outbreak 

3,500 
Children associated with 
armed forces and groups  

http://www.hdptcar.net/fr/documents/qui-fait-quoi-en-protection-de-lenfance-en-rca
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in recreational and psychosocial activities over the past five weeks. Mercy Corps also continues to run 
Child Friendly Spaces in Rafai and Bangassou with OFDA and UNICEF support.  

 
 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Lack of information regarding the situation of street children, including in Bangui. Prior to the conflict, the 
number of street children was estimated at 6,000 in Bangui. This number has most likely increased. 

 In order to expedite the reintegration of children formerly associated with armed forces and groups, greater 
access to cantonment sites is necessary. 

Water Sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 

Needs:  

 Findings of an interagency mission to the south-western provinces of the Lobaye 
Sangha-Mbaéré, Mambéré-Kadei and Nana-Mambéré from 07 to17 August 
revealed that 22% of the water points are broken, with no local capacity to repair 
them. Water point management committees are no longer operational since 
some members are still hiding in the forest. Members also encounter access restrictions due to many 
checkpointswhich prevent them from travelling to town to purchase spare parts and tools. 

 Operation and maintenance systems in the south-western towns supplied by the national water agency 
(SODECA) have been affected by the crisis due to looting and sabotage of the equipment; an increase in 
fuel cost and the drop in revenue due to a low rate of bill payment by subscribers (over 50% drop in 
Berberati). 

 The hygiene and sanitation situation has not changed substantially compared to the situation before the 
crisis. However, less than 60% of the population has access to latrines. 
 

Response: 

 A total of 10 water points have been rehabilitated in the Damara and Sibut regions, enabling 5,000 people 
to have access to safe water. However, over 40 broken water points still require rehabilitation.  

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 The cluster has only received 8 per cent of the requested amount. Urgent funding is required to ensure the 
implementation of WASH activities.  

Logistics/emergency telecommunicaitons 

Needs: 

 Strengthen the existing fleet capacity from 100 tons to over 300 tons and 
rehabilitate some structures in less accessible areas. 

Response: 

 From January to July 2013, UNHAS undertook 964 trips, carrying 4,490 passengers and 192 MT of cargo. 
UNHAS carries out medical and security evacuations as required. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The UNHAS Special Operation is facing a funding shortfall of 16 per cent, requiring US$ 1.2 million out of 
the total requirement of US7.6 million. Additional resources from donors are required to ensure safe access 
for the humanitarian community, to 27 locations countrywide. 
 

8% 
Funding received by the 

cluster 

16% 
UNHAS funding shortfall 

For further information, please contact:  

Amy Martin, Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Cell: +236 70 55 41 41/+236 75 55 41 41 

Laura Fultang, Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Cell: +236 70 18 80 64 

Gisele Willybiro-Maïdou, Information Assistant, willybiro@un.org, Cell: +236 70 18 80 61 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.orgwww orreliefweb.int 

mailto:martin23@un.org
mailto:fultang@un.org
mailto:willybiro@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.unocha.org/

