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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: UN CALLS FOR PROTECTION OF 
CIVILIANS AND RESPECT FOR MEDICAL FACILITIES 

 
(Bangui, 16 October 2014): The Senior Humanitarian Coordinator in the Central African 
Republic, Claire Bourgeois, is extremely concerned by the loss of lives during a new 
wave of attacks and violence in the beginning of this week. She also deplores the high 
number of wounded, the burning of houses and the fact that the victims are compelled to 
seek refuge in displacement sites. More than 159 wounded have been received in medical 
facilities since the beginning of the crisis a week ago, and more than 3,000 people have 
been displaced since 14 October. 
 
The Senior Humanitarian Coordinator applauds the courage and the determination of the 
medical staff in the hospitals who have taken care of the wounded, working day and night 
under difficult conditions. She also thanks the people responsible for the displacement 
sites who continue to keep their doors open to assist people in need. “Without these 
people, who deserve our gratitude, without their determination, the toll had without doubt 
been even higher,” says Mrs. Bourgeois. 
 
“All armed groups and demonstrators must protect the civilian population, respect 
medical facilities and allow wounded, other patients and medical staff unhindered and 
safe access,” says the World Health Organization (WHO) Representative in CAR, Dr. 
Michel Yao. “Ambulances must be allowed to move around freely. It is unacceptable to 
hear that patients and wounded are unable to get to hospital or are taken there in 
wheelbarrows. Health services are, and must stay, available to all without discrimination. 
No gun is allowed in any health facility.” 
 


