
www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

OCHA Central African Republic (CAR) 
Flash Update 3 
Armed conflict, 9 December 2013 

 
Situation Overview:  
Clashes erupted in various parts of Bangui today linked to the 
disarmament underway by French troops. Reports of lootings and 
riots as tension remain high amongst residents, Anti-Balaka and 
ex-Seleka. 
 
Insecurity is also reported in the regions of Paoua, Bozoum and 
Bocaranga (Ouham province). Following an attack on a mosque 
by Anti-balaka militia in Bozoum on 6 December, Muslims in 
Paoua planned to retaliate by attacking churches. FOMAC was 
informed and patrols organized which prevented potential 
bloodshed. In Bozoum there is heightened tension between both 
religious groups and about 40 bodies to be picked-up from 
roadsides. As a result of the conflict, there are 3,000 IDPs at the 
Bozoum bishopric. Arbitrary killings are also reported in Bocaranga 
and the surrounding area where about 150 IDPs spend the night at 
the bishopric and return to their houses during the day.  
 
Estimated impact: 
The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) continuous to 
increase as violence persists. There are now an estimated 
108,000 IDPs in Bangui gathered in over 20 sites, with the highest concentration in churches, religious sites and 
the Bangui international airport. So far, there is an estimated 533,000 IDPs in the country and 459 people have 
been killed in Bangui over the past five days. 
 
Coordination and assessments: 
On 8 December, assessment teams were deployed to various IDP sites in Bangui. Findings at the Bangui Airport 
site revealed that there are 15,000 IDPs during the day and 40,000 at night. Their priority needs include: Food, 
latrines, protection assistance for non-accompanied children as well as psycho-social support. The ICRC and MSF 
Belgium are providing assistance. 
 
Three IDP sites were visited at the Muslim neighborhood of PK 5. Many IDPs from other neighborhoods have 
sought refuge there, all of whom are living with host families. An estimated 500 families are displaced in PK 5. 
Urgent needs include: Protection, food, baby milk, clothes and the need to reopen the health center. The Red 
Cross is providing basic health services.  
 
A visit to the Castor Church site revealed about 2,500 IDPs present mostly women and children. Priority needs 
include: food, latrines, protection (also for 64 unaccompanied children), medicines, especially anti-Malaria drugs. 
The ICRC provided food assistance covering 400 people. 
 
OCHA continues to facilitate interaction with military forces (French and FOMAC) in support of humanitarian 
organizations. OCHA keeps negotiating to maintain appropriate protection for the Community and to place security 
at the Amity Hospital, which is empty due to executions of patients on Thursday 5 December.  
 
Response: 
On 9 December, WFP provided ten day rations to 15,000 IDPs at the St Jean de Gabaladja site, to 613 people at 
the Paroisse Notre Dame de Fatima, to 1,000 IDPs in PK 5, to 3,000 IDPs in St. Paul and to 13,000 IDPs in Don  
Bosco centre.  WFP will distribute food to 15,000 people at the Airport site. The ICRC has distributed rations to 
5,000 people in need.  
  
WFP’s activities resumed in Bossangoa with food distribution to the IDPs 

 
As a result of the significant increase in the need for humanitarian response in CAR and the interruption of 
commercial flights, the European Commission has deployed its humanitarian air service to facilitate travel between 
Douala, Cameroon and Bangui. ECHO flights, with a capacity of 50 passengers or five tonnes of cargo will begin 
service on 09 December. This aircraft will perform daily rotations between Bangui and Douala, establishing a 
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humanitarian air bridge to ferry humanitarian goods and personnel into and out of the country. In addition to 
mobilizing ECHO Flight, the EU is doubling the size of its team of humanitarian experts based in Bangui.  
 
DRC confirmed that a Hotline was opened on 6 December. The number to call is 4040 for all protection issues. 
Most calls received report cases of killings, looting, gunshot wounds, the lack of anti-retroviral drugs and conflicts 
between Muslims and Christians. 
 
The Protection Cluster in Bangui has established a Crisis Working Group (CWG) to be able to better respond to the 
current emergency situation in CAR (mainly Bangui). Members of the Protection CWG include both UN agencies 
and NGOs.  
 
Through an advocacy note, the Protection Cluster is requesting the immediate end to all violence against civilians 
and calls on CAR authorities to ensure the protection of civilians and to maintain public order. Furthermore, the 
Cluster is requesting all military forces present in the country to facilitate access to IDP sites for rapid multi-sectorial 
assessments and appropriate humanitarian response.  
 
Security of international staff:  
Despite ongoing insecurity, humanitarian staff including NGOs and the UN; remain present in Bangui, Bouar, 
Paoua, Zemio, Kaga Bandoro, Batalimo, Bambari and Bossangoa.  
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