
KATRINA/RITA RECOVERY 
 

A Partner Effort 
Church World Service Church World Service Church World Service has been stalwart in ad-
ministering recovery efforts in Texas, Louisi-
ana and Mississippi — providing more than $6 
million in relief and recovery assistance since 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita struck.  CWS-
supported long-term recovery groups allow 
communities to assess and address their own 
needs by identifying and helping those who 
can’t recover independently. A landmark, $4 
million CWS partnership with Habitat for Hu-
manity International allows long-term recovery 
groups to apply for rebuilding and repair grants 
of up to $10,000 per home.  
A contractor trims soon-to-be floor joists to size before they are secured to Thelma Henry's 
home in Poplarville, Miss. A CWS grant is paying for the repairs to the home, which 
slipped off its piers during Hurricane Katrina.  
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE    1-800-297-1516 WWW.CHURCHWORLDSERVICE.ORG 

   VOLUNTEERS SCATTERED, NEEDED 

Multitudes of volunteer laborers have do-
nated countless work hours to help Gulf Coast 
families rebuild. However, large areas remain 
where volunteers still haven’t reached or can’t 
be enticed. Projects from inner-city New Or-
leans to coastal Texas and inland Mississippi 
counties are stalled, waiting for volunteer labor 
and adequate capacity to administer it. 

Your disaster denominational office can help 
you find the areas of greatest need. 

A volunteer works to finish 
a kitchen in Slidell, La. A 
CWS grant helped pay for 
the kitchen’s cabinets.  
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Photos: Matt Hackworth/CWS & AP Archive  



REBUILDING HOMES, REBUILDING LIVES 

 
 
 

T he Gulf Coast is unprece-
dented fertile ground for 

predators. Contractors who per-
form shoddy work or none at all, 
and charity scams, are plentiful.   
     State attorneys general re-
port major increases in home re-
pair and other scams.  

Long-term recovery groups, 
supported by Church World Ser-
vice, protect needy victims from scams. Local repre-
sentatives have a vested interest in fostering recovery 
in their communities. 

Suzie Carrier works to repair her parent’s 
home in Slidell, La. after a friend, who was 
a contractor, defrauded her family out of 
recovery funds.  

SCAMS PERSIST 

Empowering Communities 
Bringing community organizations together for long-term re-

covery means countless years of work and commitment. These 
are the groups that support families that needs assistance in re-
building their homes and lives. 

Volunteers can sometimes administer recovery organiza-
tions, manage case needs and coordinate construction.  But in 
the heavily-damaged Gulf states, the same persons leading re-
covery are in the midst of rebuilding their own lives. Now, 18 
months after the hurricanes, the needs are too great to be han-
dled by volunteers. Volunteers themselves need employment to bolster their own recov-
eries. Experienced case managers, laborers and administrators will be forced to leave if 
long-term recovery groups cannot employ them. 

Funds are needed by more than 40 long-term recovery groups, fostered by Church 
World Service, in order to secure and retain coordinating, construction and case manage-
ment staff who can most effectively support the efforts of people trying to return to re-
built homes.  
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assistance to people quickly 
and provide exactly what is 
needed at the right moment. 
 
Contributions may be sent to 
your denomination or to: 
 
 

Church World Service 
P.O. Box 968 

Elkhart, IN 46515 

 
Credit card contributions may 
be made online at 
www.churchworldservice.orgwww.churchworldservice.orgwww.churchworldservice.org 
or by calling (800) 297-1516. 
 

Church World  
Service needs your 
help to support  
long-term recovery  
across the  
Gulf Coast. 


