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The day after Christmas last year, the world awakened to the devastating news of the worst 

natural disaster any of us had ever seen. A massive earthquake deep within the Indian Ocean had 

triggered a powerful tsunami, a wave that swept away houses, schools, government buildings, 

and people – more than 200,000 of them. Approximately 1.5 million people were left homeless.

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) responded with characteristic efficiency and expertise, providing 

lifesaving relief items such as food, water and medical supplies through local partner organizations 

within hours after the wave struck. We also immediately began planning for a necessary long-term 

presence in the area. 

Lutherans continued their long tradition of helping those in need. LWR supporters responded with 

compassion and generosity, donating over $23 million to our Wave of Giving™ campaign to fund one 

of the largest relief, recovery and rebuilding efforts in LWR’s 60-year history. LWR is a ministry of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and received 

significant support from both church bodies as well as from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent's 

generous gift, just two days after the tsunami, gave invaluable momentum to our Wave of Giving™

campaign. Individuals, many of whom had never before donated to LWR, also gave generously. 

Thanks to that outpouring, LWR is funding a long-term recovery effort of up to 10 years in India, 

Indonesia and Sri Lanka. Our response to the crisis created by the tsunami will address the underlying 

conditions of chronic poverty and exclusion that rendered some communities more vulnerable than 

others. Our approach will facilitate lasting change. These are not things that happen quickly – entire 

communities are not rebuilt overnight. When Kobe, Japan suffered a 7.2 magnitude earthquake in 

1995, it took seven years for the area to recover fully. After Hurricane Mitch struck Central America 

in 1998, the areas hit needed four to five years to recover. And in our own nation, Hurricane Katrina 

showed us that natural disasters can devastate even the most affluent societies. 

LWR works with and through non-governmental and local church-related organizations to ensure 

that resources are used to their maximum effect and to empower communities to help themselves. 

Called “accompaniment,” our proven approach builds relationships based on mutual respect, trust 

and accountability, and shared goals – which will guide our work from the immediate relief phase 

all the way to a full recovery.

As the first year after the tsunami draws to a close, this report highlights what we and our partners 

in India, Indonesia and Sri Lanka have done over the last 12 months to assist tsunami survivors. It 

will also explain our long-term plans to help communities not only get their lives back to normal, 

but to improve the conditions that were previously considered normal. 

On behalf of those we serve and our staff and partners working on your behalf, thank you 

again for your support.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Wolford

President, Lutheran World Relief
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WHY LWR?

Usually when disasters happen, relief agencies struggle to provide a sufficient response with limited
resources. In contrast, the great outpouring of donations for the tsunami created a different challenge: 
in the face of such great need, and with such plentiful resources at their disposal, some agencies 
spent money quickly on responses without sufficient regard to the longer-term needs of those affected. 
LWR spends resources wisely, identifying gaps that governments and other agencies miss, and targeting 
the most vulnerable. LWR’s long-term commitment of up to 10 years sets it apart from many other 
organizations who only provide immediate relief aid. We can commit to thoughtful planning that involves 
the people and considers the needs of the communities. By encouraging community participation in 
the planning process, we empower people and give them a sense of ownership and pride in the 
projects we support.

ACT: ACTION BY CHURCHES TOGETHER, INTERNATIONAL

LWR responded to the immediate needs of tsunami victims by working with and through these partner
organizations and fellow members of Action by Churches Together (ACT), a global network of church-
related humanitarian organizations:

INDIA :
Church’s Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA)
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in India (UELCI) 
Lutheran World Service – India (LWSI)

SRI LANKA :
National Christian Council of Sri Lanka (NCCSL)

INDONESIA :
Church World Service (CWS) 
Yakkum Emergency Unit (YEU)
Yayasan Tanggul Benkana (YTB)— Yayasan Tanggul Bencana (YTB)

LWR spends resources wisely, identifying gaps 
that governments and other agencies miss, 

and targeting the most vulnerable.



Value of material 
resources distributed:
$1,186,684 

Total response: $4,149,353 Total expenditures: $2,962,669
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LWR’S TSUNAMI SPENDING

In the first year after the tsunami, we sent approximately $4 million worth of immediate relief aid to the
region, including approximately $1 million worth of material resources from our warehouses. This leaves
more than $19 million for our longer-term plans as we scale up our rehabilitation and rebuilding efforts 
over the next few years.

SOURCES OF TSUNAMI INCOME
As of Nov. 14, 2005

LWR TSUNAMI RESPONSE 
as of Nov. 14, 2005

TSUNAMI SPENDING BY COUNTRY 
as of Nov. 14, 2005

ELCA $2,100,000*
*Includes both pledged and received income

LCMS $100,000
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans $3,496,488
Thrivent members $4,838,035
Individuals and churches $12,935,396

TOTAL $23,469,919

Dispersed to 
ACT partners: 

$2,835,000

Dispersed 
to non-ACT 
partners: 
$127,669

Sri Lanka: 
$461,900

India:
$1,655,769

Indonesia: 
$715,000

Somalia: 
$100,000

Switzerland 
(ACT coordination): 

$30,000
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE

DURING THE FIRST FEW MONTHS AFTER THE TSUNAMI, LWR AND ITS ACT PARTNERS:

— Distributed 162,110 relief kits, including food, water, clothing, cooking utensils, portable 
stoves, bedding, candles and tarps for temporary shelter.

— Treated 47,909 patients for diseases like typhoid and malaria, respiratory tract and gastro-
intestinal infections, malnutrition and injuries sustained when the tsunami hit.

— Constructed 1,518 temporary houses.
— Built or repaired 62 wells and water pumps and 16 community water tanks that provide 

water to more than 20,000 people.
— Constructed 208 latrines and 101 washing and bathing units for more than 1,000 families.
— Provided 3,920 quilts, 15,000 health kits, 10,250 school kits and 15,300 layettes.

* Based on figures available as of October 11, 2005

Thanks to established long-term partnerships, LWR was able to respond immediately after the tsunami 
hit, providing clean water and food, blankets, clothing, cooking equipment, candles and emergency shelter
tarps within hours of the disaster. In coordination with ACT, our long-time partners in India, CASA and UELCI,
began distributing food, cooking utensils and bedding to survivors who were just returning to their villages
to find their houses destroyed. YEU, one of our partners in Indonesia, was the first medical team to arrive
in Banda Aceh, one of the most severely affected regions.

During the crucial first few days, LWR and our partners sent teams of local staff and volunteers into the
hardest hit areas to assess the damage and identify the most urgent needs. LWR also sent emergency
experts from our headquarters office to work with and support our local partners. These teams used their
invaluable knowledge of the local language and culture to build relationships and establish credibility and
trust within the communities. This helped our partners reach out to particularly vulnerable groups like 
widows, women-headed households, and marginalized groups like Dalits, commonly known as outcastes 
or untouchables in India’s caste system. In India, for example, more than 30 percent of the 50,000 relief
kits we distributed went to Dalits who were overlooked by government officials and other aid organizations.

As the days wore on, we began building temporary shelters, providing counseling for survivors and repairing
wells and other water sources to prevent widespread disease outbreaks. With our partner, Church World
Service (CWS), we provided clean water to 16,000 people in Indonesia during the first three months after
the tsunami.

LWR and our partners have made steady progress in building temporary houses with appropriate local 
materials that withstand the wind and rain and provide families with the privacy and dignity they need. 
In fact, one of our partners in India did such a good job building 562 temporary shelters with palm fronds
and thatched roofs that the government asked them to replace more than 300 temporary, tin-roofed 
houses built by other agencies that turned into virtual ovens in the Indian heat and were potentially 
dangerous in high winds. 
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Even after a year, it’s clear that the force and the scale of the tsunami made it a particularly traumatic 
disaster. LWR and our partners cared for tens of thousands of injured survivors but for many, the physical
and emotional scars remain. Children face nightmares, depression, withdrawal and a lack of interest in
school or playing with friends. Adults feel overwhelmed by the prospect of “starting over” and suffer from 
a variety of stress-related illnesses. 

We are providing “psychosocial services” to help children and adults cope with their grief. In India, one 
of our partners constructed 35 children’s parks to encourage children to play and interact. In Indonesia,
LWR sponsors Fun & Educational Activities in Tents (FEAT) for children 6-12 years old. The program is 
modeled after kindergarten and provides a safe place for children to play and receive counseling. Children
participate in art classes, story-telling, singing and dancing, puzzles and sports while teachers encourage
them to talk about their experiences and teach them coping skills like relaxation techniques. 

For adults, psychosocial services include spiritual healing using appropriate texts and traditions; support
groups for widows, displaced people and teenagers; individual counseling; and training for community 
members and leaders who want to help counsel their neighbors. 

LWR’s Accompaniment

By working with local partners, LWR was able to ensure that our emergency response was both appropriate
and effective. Monetary transfers to local partners enabled them to purchase items locally such as cooking
utensils, tarps, and culturally appropriate clothing such as saris and dhotis – both providing a quick
response and giving a much-needed boost to local economies. 

Our teams used their invaluable knowledge 
of the local language and culture to 

build relationships and establish 
credibility and trust.

LWR staffer Kelly Bauer assists 

with distribution of emergency 

relief kits in January.
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Notes from the Field

LWR staffer Kelly Bauer went to India just days after the tsunami to help partner organizations 
assess the needs of several fishing villages near Cuddalore. She shared the following observations 
on January 9, 2005. 

“Everyone I met has a story and most are too difficult to retell. But there are a few that inspire hope.  

Like the young boy who hung on to a roof with one hand and clung to his little sister with the other as the 

waves washed over his village. At the tender age of seven he saved both their lives. Or the grandmother 

who was pressed up against the wall of her house, underwater for what seemed like minutes before her 

grandson braved the torrent to pull her out.

Yesterday I helped distribute the first medium-term relief supplies.  We had spent the two days before 

conducting surveys to confirm the government lists of the most affected families and issuing identity 

cards to track the distribution. I’ve learned how important it is to do the surveys and identity cards before 

distributing relief supplies. Many other agencies have simply pulled up in a truck and started dumping 

supplies out the back, with no regard to who needs them the most. That means some people might 

receive three stoves (or water cans or bed mats or food packets) and others none. When people are 

already anxious and scared, this random distribution can quickly foster resentment and conflict.” 

RESTORING LIVELIHOODS

The contents of relief kits distributed

by LWR partner CASA in the first 

few days after the tsunami. 

This carpenter in Hambantota on the south coast 

of Sri Lanka received some tools and materials

from LWR partner NCCSL so he can work and 

earn his own income instead of being dependent 

on relief from humanitarian aid agencies.

Jan-Åke Thorell, Church of Sweden/ACT International



Lutheran World Relief approaches emergency response with an eye toward sustainable development –
responding not just to the immediate crisis but also to the underlying causes that make communities 
vulnerable to disasters in the first place. 

One of the ways to make families, and whole communities, more resilient to future disasters is to 
restore their livelihoods to the point where they have enough savings or assets to support themselves 
during difficult times. 

An important lesson from the past year, and one that validates our approach of working with local 
partners, is the need to carefully consider the impact of livelihood programs on community relationships 
and the local environment. In Sri Lanka, for example, some agencies have distributed more fishing boats
than the community owned before the tsunami hit. While this may seem like a good way to restore liveli-
hoods, instead it has created tension among neighbors and depleted local fish stocks. To prevent this 
kind of conflict, LWR and our partners carefully assess traditional social and economic practices to help
determine how to best restore – and improve – peoples’ livelihoods. 

LWR and our partners are restoring livelihoods in a variety of ways. In India, for example, we are distributing
boats, engines and nets to groups of four or five families. This helps us reach more families, faster, and
prevents over-fishing. We also distributed 450 fish vending kits to women whose livelihoods depended on
selling the fish their husbands caught, giving them the tools to begin earning an income again. 

In Indonesia, we are restoring and diversifying livelihoods by establishing revolving loan funds to help 
people purchase the tools, animals and other inputs they need to revive their small businesses. With our
partner, YEU, we established a loan fund that has helped 735 people jumpstart new enterprises like food
vending, sewing, gardening, farming, animal breeding, fishing, and carpentry. We also worked with a group 
of fishermen’s wives who wanted to earn their own income so their families wouldn’t have to rely solely 
on their husbands’ sometimes-precarious livelihoods. To do this, we provided training, ovens, and small
loans to help the women make traditional Indonesian cookies to sell out of their homes.

— 7 —

An equitable distribution of boats,

motors and nets helped restore 

livelihoods and preserve fish 

populations in this village 

near Pondicherry, India. 
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In Sri Lanka, in addition to providing boats and fishing gear, we have supported a training program for
women from fisher families to learn sewing skills, providing them a way to earn an income not dependent
on the fishing economy. 

Food-for-work programs are another source of income that simultaneously rebuilds homes and community
infrastructure while directly involving community members. Paying a daily or weekly wage in exchange for
clearing rubble, building houses or removing salt-infested soil from fields gives people the money they 
need to start rebuilding their lives, stimulates the local economy and prevents migration to nearby cities.
Food-for-work programs also produce a psychological benefit, as people feel as if they’re making a 
substantial contribution, instead of relying on handouts. This, in turn, begins to restore the dignity that 
natural disasters too often strip away, or that was lacking beforehand. 

Back in business, better than before

“I am very happy with my new shop, I have a lot 

more customers than I did before the tsunami 

because YEU and my women’s group helped me 

choose better products to sell,” said Mardiyah,
the proud owner of a fully stocked store located 
about a half hour outside of Banda Aceh, Indonesia.

Before the tsunami struck, Mardiyah had owned a small general store for about two years. Although 
she hadn’t made a significant profit, she was proud of her ability to assist her family with earnings from 
her store, which had been located about 200 meters from the sea. The tsunami destroyed Mardiyah’s 
village and the building that housed her store and her family. Everything she owned was swept away. 

In January, Mardiyah joined a women’s self-help group formed with LWR partner YEU. Mardiyah expressed
concern to her women’s group and YEU about the bank loans she had taken out more than a year before
the tsunami hit. Even though their community hadn’t yet been rebuilt, the bank officer stopped by to tell 
her that he expected full and timely payment of her bank loan. She was terrified. Because the tsunami 
had ruined her store and swept away all of the products that had filled its shelves, she knew she wouldn’t
be able to buy the food and basic necessities her family needed while also repaying the bank loan.

Mardiyah, with her young daughter,

in front of the store that LWR 

partner YEU helped her establish.
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In late January, Mardiyah received a small no-interest loan from her women’s group and YEU and received
training in accounting and how to manage loan payments. The loan program helps empower people rather
than making them dependent on aid. In February, Mardiyah re-opened her store.  

“When I first opened, I didn’t have many products to sell, but I stayed open anyway,” she said. “Each week, 

I made sure that I put some money into my savings account and I paid back on my bank and YEU loans. Sooner

than I thought, I was making enough profit to buy more products and expand my store. As soon as 

I added more and better products to the store, my profits increased. Now I am very proud of my store and my

ability to repay my loans, feed and clothe my family, and put money away to secure our future.” 

INVESTING IN COMMUNITIES; INVESTING IN THE FUTURE      

LWR and our partners have begun the long process 
of rebuilding permanent houses in coastal villages. 
In India, for example, CASA has begun construction 
of 2,824 disaster resistant houses in 17 of 34 
villages that will serve as models for other agencies. 
In Indonesia, we are making steady, daily progress on 
training local carpenters and constructing houses with solid concrete foundations. 

Although it takes time, LWR is committed to consulting with communities throughout the rebuilding process.
Rebuilding houses to be “homes” involves a lot more than just construction. Our partners’ staff spends
weeks with each community, identifying their needs and designing appropriate floor plans. They consult with
village leaders and local government officials about land titles and the location and availability of community
infrastructure like wells, water tanks, latrines and roads. Our long-term commitment allows us to invest the
time necessary to carefully consider each community’s needs before building.

We also integrate elements of what we call “risk management” into reconstruction efforts. Risk 
management is an approach to long-term development that helps communities identify how they are 
vulnerable to natural hazards, like hurricanes or droughts, and then works to minimize, or manage,

LWR partner YEU is building 

elevated houses like this one in

Indonesia, to withstand annual 

monsoon rains and floods.



"Rebuilding houses is one of the biggest challenges, 
but also one of the biggest opportunities we have 
to help people improve their living conditions and 
be better off than they were before the tsunami." 

LWR President Kathryn Wolford
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A family inside their newly-dedicated

house, built by LWR partner UELCI and

deeded to both the husband and the wife.

those risks. In the case of coastal fishing villages with thatch houses mere yards from the water, we 
are consulting with community leaders to identify new housing locations on higher ground or along easy
evacuation routes. We are also building elevated houses with local materials that can withstand the 
annual monsoon rains and flooding. 

Rebuilding permanent houses has been one of the biggest challenges for the global response to the 
tsunami. Agencies like LWR had to wait for local governments to finalize land allocation policies before 
we could begin rebuilding. In Sri Lanka, for example, the government wanted to relocate everyone who 
lived within 100 meters of the ocean further inland. However, these fishing families rely on the ocean 
for their livelihoods and moving them inland would prevent them from tending their boats and nets. 
In October, the government agreed to a smaller “buffer zone” area that will allow rebuilding closer to 
the water. Governments are admirably trying keep their citizens’ safety in mind, but in the meantime 
thousands remain in temporary shelters, worried about their long-term prospects for earning an income.

Land ownership is another challenge. Hundreds of thousands of people lost not only birth and marriage 
certificates but also the deeds to their land, if they were lucky enough to have them at all. This makes
rebuilding houses a challenge; however, we see this challenge as an opportunity. Before the tsunami,
most deeds were only in the husband’s name. As we help survivors obtain new deeds, we can ensure 
land titles include the names of both the husband and the wife. This provides security for women in case
their husbands die. Otherwise, they might have to forfeit the land to their husband’s family and could 
face involuntary eviction. This co-ownership gives them a voice within their families and communities.
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Padama’s story

Gene Thiemann, former LWR Program Director for Asia, spent six months in India working with LWR 
partners after the tsunami. He shared this story of Padama, an amazingly resilient woman from the 
village of Pushpavanam.

Padama was working in a field when I met her. It was March, just three months after the tsunami. 
Crusts of salt-saturated soil were baking in the fields, and she joined a workforce of dozens to manually
carry away load after load of this “poisoned soil.” For that, LWR partner CASA paid Padama and others 
like her in cash and food. The job would help carry her through the tough days following the immediate 
relief handouts from the government and agencies. But her dream was to return to selling fish.

After a morning of hard work, she sat down to tell me her story. Her husband, a fisherman, had died 
in an accident about two years before, leaving Padama with the responsibility of supporting herself 
and her children, a son and four daughters.

Before the tsunami, fishing had been good,
and so was her business selling fish at a 
local market.

But after the tsunami, her income was gone,
her house destroyed, and…then her voice 
stopped as fresh tears flowed. She could not 
finish the sentence. She had lost her only 
son in the waves.

Nearly five months later, I visited the village again. Padama’s face looked brighter than before, and 
I sensed that this time our conversation might be easier.

She was back at work selling fish. CASA had given her an ice box, a scale, a knife and an aluminum 
crate. These supplies, valued at about $65, had given her a new start.

She showed me a house under construction, similar to one LWR and CASA would soon build for 
her. The brick house would be at least twice the size of her temporary house.

Padama smiled brightly as I left her, demonstrating the extraordinary spirit and resilience so many 
people have shown in the wake of the tsunami. If I came back in five years, she told me, perhaps 
some of her daughters would be married—and maybe she would even have a grandson!

A home built by LWR partner 

CASA, like the one that 

Padama will receive.
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PEACE AND JUSTICE

From its founding, LWR has advocated for peace and justice as a critical basis for both relief and long-
term development processes. Lutheran theology shapes our core values and approaches, including our
emphasis on human dignity and the God-given gifts we can all bring to work for the common good. Our
approach is also guided by international human rights law and norms.

LWR’s vision that each person and every generation lives in justice, dignity and peace requires special
emphasis in our work on gender equity and indigenous and minority rights. Too often, women and other 
marginalized groups are excluded from decision-making processes that affect their lives. This is especially
true in the countries affected by the tsunami – countries with complex multi-ethnic, multi-religious societies.
LWR provides aid based on need alone, regardless of ethnicity, religion, gender or national origin.

Our work encourages the active and equitable participation in all aspects of the lives of both men and
women of different ethnicities and religions. In our response to the tsunami, this means protecting the
rights of women and other marginalized groups to land ownership and making a special effort to include
them in livelihood rehabilitation activities. In India, for instance, we are ensuring that Dalits receive land
titles and houses just like higher caste members of their community.

One of the biggest challenges is that two of the countries, Indonesia and Sri Lanka, face civil conflict 
and unrest. As we implement our tsunami response work we will take lessons learned from our work in
Sudan, Colombia, the Middle East and the Philippines to address conflict and integrate peace building 
activities whenever possible. In Indonesia, for example, we are including conflict prevention and awareness
components in livelihoods programs.

Fostering  Interfaith Dialogue

In September, LWR’s Tsunami Response Manager, Rose Ndunge, visited one of YTB’s livelihood projects 
in Banda Aceh, Indonesia. She saw how a program that was designed to help women generate income 
also ended up fostering a positive, peaceful dialogue among women of two faiths that have a long 
history of conflict.

Fatmmawati participated in a sewing 

group that brought together Christian and

Muslim women for the first time. She 

has turned her love of sewing into a 

successful tailoring business. 

We work to address conflict and integrate peace
building activities whenever possible.



YTB’s project is designed to provide women affected by the tsunami with sewing skills that will help them
earn enough money to support their families. Sewing classes are free and open to any woman who commits
to three months of training. Sixty women a day attend the classes, 30 in the morning and 30 in the after-
noon. After three months the women are certified as tailors and can begin their own businesses. 

The classes are held in a room donated by the local church, inside the church’s compound. This part of
Indonesia is predominantly Muslim and traditionally Muslims and Christians do not interact. In fact, the 
idea of going into a church building would normally have been almost unthinkable for most Muslim women.

But the tsunami affected everyone in the area, without regard for gender, age, ethnicity or religious beliefs.
Today women of both faiths are looking for ways to restore their livelihoods. Since the project began,
Christian and Muslim women have attended the classes inside the church compound, side by side,
learning the new skills that will help them rebuild their lives. 

It was inspiring to see a project that was started as a livelihood project draw in both Muslim and Christian
women, fostering good relations and helping them rise above their differences. This is just the sort of 
project that contributes to long-term peace in communities with a history of conflict and tension.

Looking ahead

LWR’s immediate response to the tsunami successfully saved lives and met survivors’ basic needs 
because we were able to act quickly through trusted partner organizations that have years of experience
and a cadre of committed local staff and volunteers. Our investment in these partners over the past 
years, or even decades, helped make them the professional, capable organizations they are today. 

The mid-term rehabilitation phase is well underway, marked by good progress on permanent housing 
construction and livelihood restoration. At the same time, LWR is looking ahead, to the long term, and 
activities like the construction of disaster shelters and the formal training of community members that 
will reduce their risk to future disasters and prepare them to respond to them when they occur.

We are establishing new partnerships and planning new projects as we build on our success and move 
into the long-term recovery phase that is projected to last up to 10 years. During the past year we have
increased our capacity to identify and meet community needs through additional staff in India, Sri Lanka
and Indonesia. Their local presence will help us expand and accompany long-term partners, to monitor 
and evaluate the impact of our work and document lessons learned for future disasters in this region 
and around the world. 

In forging these new relationships, we will continue our commitment to mutual trust, accountability, respect
and learning. We will work with our partners not only to empower the communities which we serve, but to
learn together and help develop each others’ capacities and continually become stronger, more efficient 
and more effective organizations.
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Consultations with our new partners and the communities in which we work will determine specific 
activities. In the meantime we will continue working with our ACT partners in India, Sri Lanka and 
Indonesia to:

1. Provide basic health care services, including health, hygiene and nutrition education,
especially for mothers of young children, and train local health care providers.

2. Build permanent houses and protect the land rights of women and other marginalized groups.

3. Restore and diversify livelihoods with loans, tools and small business training.

4. Ensure clean water supplies through wells and boreholes and basic water and 
sanitation training.

5. Construct schools and community centers that double as disaster shelters and train 
communities in disaster preparedness.

6. Continue with psychosocial programs.

As this first year comes to a close, we give thanks to God that so much has been accomplished, yet we 
recognize that there is still a long way to go before these communities are fully recovered. As we anticipate
scaling up our activities over the coming year, we know that our long-term commitment is critical to truly
making a difference in the lives of the people we serve. The people whose lives were affected by the 
tsunami are forever changed. We know that things will never be the same as they were before. Our hope 
is that when we eventually leave, we will leave behind a population that is healthy, self-sufficient, better 
prepared in the event of another disaster, and, most of all, hopeful for what the future holds. 

LWR’s long-term work 

will help improve conditions

for the most vulnerable 

populations, especially 

women and children. 

We will continue our commitment to mutual trust, 
accountability, respect and learning.



Cover photo: Women perform a blessing at 

a dedication ceremony for a fishnet repair

facility in Kumarapettai Village, India.
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