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Dispatches No. 281 - 16 June 2010 

Dispatches is a fortnightly e-mail bulletin of the JRS International Office. It 
features refugee news briefings, information from our people in the field, 
policy issues, JRS vacancies and spiritual reflections.  
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REFUGEE NEWS BRIEFINGS 

UGANDA: JRS WELCOMES US COMMITMENT TO REBEL 

DISARMAMENT 

Nairobi, 6 June 2010 – JRS has welcomed the recent introduction of 
legislation on renewing US commitments to disarmament of the rebel 
group, the Lords Resistance Army (LRA), and the reconstruction of areas 
affected by the ongoing conflict. 

The 2009 Lord's 
Resistance Army 
Disarmament and 
Northern Uganda 
Recovery Act was 
signed into law by 
President Obama on 
24 May. It reaffirms 
the commitment of 
the US authorities to 
help bring an end to 
the two-decade long 
conflict in Uganda, 
which in recent years 
has spread into 
neighbouring 
Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Central 
African Republic and Sudan. 
 
The act promises to strengthen capacities to protect and assist civilians 
affected by LRA violence, assist surrendering combatants and support 
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efforts to bring the rebel leadership to justice. 
 
This is particularly welcome step for internally displaced persons (northern 
Uganda) and returnees (Southern Sudan). More protection will allow people 
to get on with building new lives for themselves, said JRS Eastern Africa 
Advocacy Officer, Stella Ngumuta. 
 
Increased financial support for projects would also be very welcome. With 
sufficient resources so much can be done. We find many women attending 
JRS supported literacy classes, added Ms Ngumuta. 
 
JRS operates projects across Southern Sudan and in the northern Ugandan 
city of Kitgum. Support is provided to the affected persons through skills 
training (especially agriculture and food subsistence), psychosocial support, 
community outreach, building shelters for the extremely vulnerable (child-
headed households, those former LRA abductees who were rejected by 
their communities upon return and older persons living alone. 
 
In Kitgum, JRS also undertakes peace and reconciliation activities uniting 
former LRA abductees with their families. This process is particularly 
difficult and many abductees live as outcasts in their communities. Unable 
to find gainful employment, many men resort to alcohol abuse and 
domestic violence as a means of coping with their trauma. JRS staff also 
provide training to community and counsellors to promote peace and 
reconciliation. 
 
As JRS works closely with local communities, this helps to magnify the 
positive impact and transformation of their communities, Ms Ngumuta 
stated. 
 
JRS also provides education services and distributes food and materials to 
8,000 persons in Zemio, in the south of the Central African Republic who 
have been displaced by LRA activities in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
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SUDAN: CONSIDERABLE ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE LAUNCH OF 

"GO TO SCHOOL" CAMPAIGN 

Juba (Sudan), 7 June 2010 – Considerable achievements have been made 
since Southern Sudan first launched the "Go to School" campaign in 2006, 
an education-for-all initiative aimed at boosting primary school enrolment, 
especially among girls. 

"Girls' enrolment 
increased to around 
30 to 35 percent 
from 27 percent at 
the end of 2008, 
many schools were 
built by both 
development 
partners and the 
government, 
teachers have been 
retrained and in 
some states they 
receive regular 
salaries – these are 
considerable 

achievements," said a representative of the JRS education office. 
 
According to the UN children’s fund (UNICEF), school attendance rates in 
Southern Sudan have tripled in the last four years. Since 2005, they have 
increased from 343,000 – then the lowest in the world – to more than 1.3 
million, of which more than 500,000 are girls. 
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However, huge challenges remain. Nearly half of primary school age girls 
still do not go to school and the drop-out rate is very high. Twelve to 15 
percent of the boys and only nine percent of the girls enrolled complete 
primary education, according to an official from the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology (MOEST). Most girls drop out because they cannot 
pay the school fees or due to cultural reasons related to their gender, such 
as early or forced marriage or because they have to help their mothers with 
house work. 
 
Not enough school buildings are available to meet the increase in enrolment 
and many school children still study under trees. 
 
Since the Southern 
Sudanese authorities 
recently started 
removing teachers 
unable to present 
valid qualifications 
from the government 
payroll without 
replacing them, some 
schools are short of 
teachers. Although 
this move aims to 
establish a well 
trained teacher 
workforce in 
Southern Sudan, 
most communities did not welcome it. Many of the untrained teachers 
taught for free during the war but no effort has been made so far to retrain 
them. 
 
Since the education act has not been passed by the parliament yet, MOEST 
is operating without educational laws or legal framework. "We are currently 
operating in a vacuum and therefore urge the new National Assembly of 
Southern Sudan to pass the act into law," said the state minister of Central 
Equatoria at the celebration of the "Go to School" initiative anniversary last 
month in the regional capital, Juba. 
 
There is also need for a unified curriculum. So far, schools in Southern 
Sudan are using various curricula from Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda, thus 
causing disparities in education. 
 
"The education ministry, development partners and donors all need to 
move beyond primary education and look for ways to boost secondary 
education," said a UNICEF representative at the ceremony, drawing 
attention to yet another challenge. 
 
"The communities need to develop a sense of ownership for education…. 
They have to make a choice as to what type of environment they want their 
children to grow up in and assume leadership for their schools. Therefore, 
JRS keeps training management bodies, such as boards of governors or 
parent-teachers associations", said the JRS representative. 
  
Through school construction and the provision of teacher training, girls’ 
education, adult literacy and peace education in four projects, JRS has 
contributed considerably to the success of the "Go to School" initiative in 
Southern Sudan. 
 
The "Go to School" initiative was first launched by Southern Sudan 
President, Salva Kiir Mayardit, in April 2006, after the signing of the peace 
accord that ended an over two decade long civil war. "Though the war is 
over, we have yet another war to fight," the President stated at the 
launching ceremony. "In this new war against disease, hunger and poverty, 
the pen is the greatest weapon."  
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MALTA: MIGRANTS PUSHED BACK TO LIBYA AGAIN 

Rome, 11 June 2010 – On 7 June, a dinghy carrying some 20 migrants was 
intercepted by a Libyan patrol boat and is expected to be sent back to 
Libya, according to the UN refugee agency (UNHCR). 

The migrants early this morning had 
twice phoned relatives in Italy, using 
a satellite phone, saying their dinghy 
was sinking. The migrants on board 
included a seven-month old baby and 
three women. 
 
A freighter sent to the area - at the 
edge of Libyan waters - found no 
trace of the boat. A search by an 
Armed Forces of Malta aircraft also 
proved negative. 
 
In addition, the following day, UNHCR 
was asked to close its operations in 
the North African nation. According to 
the refugee agency, this will put the 
future of more than 12,000 refugees 
and asylum seekers at risk. 
 
The expulsion of UNHCR is more 
serious given that the signing of the 

push back agreement between Italy and Libya, a country which has neither 
signed the UN refugee convention nor has a domestic asylum procedure. Up 
until now, UNHCR has been helping the Libyan authorities determine 
whether people reaching the country are in need of international protection. 
 
The UNHCR has registered about 9,000 refugees in Libya, and there are 
3,700 asylum seekers. The biggest group of refugees are Palestinians, with 
people from Iraq, Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea, Liberia and Ethiopia making up 
the rest. The biggest group of asylum seekers are from Eritrea.  
 
Last December, JRS Malta published a report, Do They Know?, highlighting 
the problems faced by migrants and refugees in Libya. Based on interviews 
with those who have reached Europe, the JRS report portrayed accounts of 
death, violence and racism as commonplace for migrants and refugees in 
Libya. Some of those interviewed claimed they were refused healthcare and 
given just two bread rolls a day to eat. 
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USA: JESUITS GO DOOR-TO-DOOR PROMOTING IMMIGRATION 

REFORM 

Washington DC, 4 June 2010 – On Friday, a letter signed by every Jesuit 
major superior in the United States was hand delivered to the White House 
and each individual Congressional office. Their canvassing campaign seeks 
immediate and comprehensive immigration reform. 

"With the new Arizona law, there is a 
real risk that life on our national 
borders will become subject to a 
patchwork of state responses; 
Congress is faced with both a 
constitutional and moral imperative 
to act," said Jesuit Father Thomas H. 
Smolich, president of the Jesuit 
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Conference of the United States. 
 
"Despite what some reactionary politicians would have us believe," Smolich 
added, "we can secure our borders in a way that does not cost us our 
humanity."  
 
With important primary elections on 8 June and Capitol Hill staff working on 
the legislative agenda for the resumption of the Congressional session, the 
Jesuits took the rare step of issuing a joint letter from all ten of their 
Provincial major superiors across the country. 
 
"In our language of religious life, we would refer to this as a kairos 
moment," Smolich said. 
 
"Or in the language of a baseball fan," he continued, "now is the time for 
Congress to get in the game." 
 
John Kleiderer, director of social and international ministries at the Jesuit 
Conference, worries that if Congress does not act quickly, "the lives of 
thousands of people on both sides of the border will be hostage to the mid-
term elections and neither side of the debate will see progress toward 
either security or justice." 
 

Five-point plan seeks to remedy underlying causes of irregular 

migration 
 
Referencing the Justice for Immigrants Campaign sponsored by the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Smolich said "the Catholic Church 
has been a leading advocate of immigration reform.  We wanted to send a 
clear message to the President and Congress as well as invite all Jesuits 
and our many lay partners to join us in support of the Church, speak out for 
the least among us and ask your members of Congress to act now."  
 
The Jesuits are asking for legislation based on five core principals shared by 
the Justice for Immigrants Campaign: 

1. A path to legalisation that ensures undocumented immigrants have 
access to full rights.  

2. A legal employment structure for future workers that protects both 
migrants and US workers.  

3. Expedited family reunification and emphasis on family unity.  
4. The need for due process and humane enforcement of our 

immigration laws.  
5. Economic development assistance and fair market access for 

developing countries. 

For the complete text of the letter, please click here. 
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COLOMBIA: JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE RESPONDS TO THREATS 

Rome, 3 June 2010 – The Jesuit Refugee Service has issued a public 
statement in response to the death threats received by the organisation. 

On 26 May, several human 
rights organisations working 
on behalf of displaced 
persons, including JRS, 
based in Barrancabermeja 
municipality, Colombia, 
received death threats in 
personal and institutional 
emails from the "Social 
Cleansing Block." 
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JRS stated that it began working in Colombia 15 years ago in 
Barrancabermeja municipality. Since then, the organisation has peacefully 
accompanied thousands of forcibly displaced Colombians, seeking to protect 
their human rights and  rebuild their life projects, in Magdalena Medio and 
other regions of the country."JRS will continue working alongside forcibly 
displaced populations assisting them to rebuild their lives in dignity. 
Likewise we will continue searching avenues for peace and reconciliation 
between Colombians through dialogue and the promotion of respect for 
human rights", the JRS public statement read. 
 
"Our voices are in solidarity with the other threatened organisations: Foro 
Social (Social Forum), PDPMM, ASODESAMBUA, SINDES, SINTRAINAL, 
USO, APROCOB, FUNCONDESBA, CREDHOS, OFP, ASODEV, ASORVIM, 
ACVC, 16 de Mayo Collective, Comité de Desplazados (Committee of the 
Displaced), and Espacio de Trabajadores(as) de Derechos Humanos (Space 
for Human Rights Workers)", the statement added. 
 
The human rights organisations urged the Colombian authorities to 
instigate an investigation to clarify these events, as well as ensure the 
protection of those organisations and individuals who have been 
threatened. 
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UPDATES ON JRS PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

SUDAN: NEW SCHOOL OPENS IN LOBONE 

Lobone (Sudan), 29 May 2010 – Last month, JRS handed over a newly 
constructed primary school to the community of Palwar in Lobone sub-
county, Southern Sudan. Approximately 1,500 people were present at the 
April 30 ceremony. 

The new school will 
enable 521 children 
to learn in a more 
conducive 
environment. It 
comprises five 
classrooms equipped 
with 90 triple seater 
desks, offices 
furnished with 12 
chairs and desks, two 
blocks of latrines and 
a rain water 
harvesting tank 
which can store 
10,000 litres of 
water. 
 
On behalf of the school management and the local community, the head 
teacher, the chairman of the Parents-Teachers Association (PTA) and the 
village chief all expressed their gratitude for the new facility. There was no 
permanently built school in Palwar before the peace agreement in 2005, 
said Adyera Joseph, the PTA chairperson. 
 
"Since the learning environment has improved considerably, we urge all 
parents to send their children to school," said Obalim Richard, a member of 
the construction team. He also encouraged community members to sign up 
for other JRS activities, such as adult literacy courses or nursery schools. 
 
On behalf of JRS, Project Director, Lam Leone Ferem, thanked the Palwar 
community for their cooperation and commitment. The community had 
provided the land, cleared the building site and collected local building 
materials such as sand and stones. 
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"We encourage you 
to maintain that spirit 
and hope that one 
day you can expand 
your school to 
accommodate the 
immense number of 
students," he said. 
 
After one of the JRS 
community peace 
facilitators, Pastor 
Anthony Ben, opened 
the ceremony with a 
prayer, the school 
was blessed by Fr 

Richard O'Dwyer SJ, JRS Pastoral Coordinator who also supervised the 
construction. Following the speeches, students performed songs and 
entertained the guests. 
 
Funding for the new school bloc came from the US State Department 
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM). Construction started 
in December 2009. The Palwar primary school is the third permanently built 
school in Lobone Payam. The three schools were constructed between 
October 2008 and March 2010. 

top of page 

DONATIONS 
   This service of Dispatches is sent to you free of charge. If you wish to 
collaborate with our work,you are welcome to send us a donation. 
 
• Donations by cheque should be made payable to 
   Jesuit Refugee Service 
 
• For bank transfers to JRS International in Rome: 
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RECRUITMENT UPDATE 
   Click here to see the recruitment page. 
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