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Tropical Depression 12-E in Central America 
Situation Report No. 2 
20 October, 2011 – 22:00 hrs  

 
This SitRep is produced by OCHA in collaboration with the humanitarian partners.  It is issued by the Regional 
Office for Latin America and the Caribbean.  It covers the period from 18 to 19 October.   
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS 
• El Salvador : The declaration of a State of Public Calamity and Disaster was extended for 60 more 

days.  
• Guatemala : Eleven rivers are above the alert levels.   
• Honduras : The state of emergency has been broadened to 10 more departments. The southern 

zone remains the most affected. 
• Nicaragua : Lake Managua remains dangerously close to overflowing. 
• Mexico : Tabasco’s Director of Civil Protection reports that around 200,000 people are affected in 17 

municipalities.  

 

II.  General Overview of the Situation 
 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua remain under maximum alert in the Pacific coastal zones 
due to intense and constant rains which have affected the region since 12 October.  According to the latest 
figures, the total number of people affected by the 2011 rainy season could reach 1 million. Areas in some 
countries remain inaccessible due to landslides blocking off roads and bridges. Access by air also remains a 
challenge.  
 
El Salvador and Nicaragua have requested assistance from the international community.  In response, 
humanitarian actors, including the regional offices of the United Nations, NGOs, donors and the 
International Federation of the Red Cross, have sent staff, supplies and financial aid. In El Salvador, 
members of the Humanitarian Network are working to organize a Flash Appeal, which will include a Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) request. In Nicaragua, a team of five United Nations Disaster 
Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) experts will arrive in the country in the coming day. 
  
  CONSOLIDATED TABLE OF NUMBERS AFFECTED    MAP OF AFFECTED AREAS  

COUNTRY AFFECTED DEATHS EVACUATED SHELTERED 

(number of shelters) 

Costa Rica 1,000 4  940 (--) 

El Salvador 250,000 32 32,343 48,723 (566) 

Guatemala 524,480 38 29,618 14,966 (128) 

Honduras 57,778 15 11,297 8,183 ( -- ) 

México 200,000 -- -- -- 

Nicaragua 133,858 12 9,146 9,100 (102) 

TOTAL 1,167,116 101 82,404 81,912 

Sources in the countries are national institutions or the government – On 17 Oct 2011 Data sources in maps are reports issued by Reliefweb 

 
 
Costa Rica  
To date, rains have left four people dead and almost 1,000 people have sought refuge in 19 shelters.  16 
out of the 19 shelters are in the most affected province of Guanacaste. 
 
El Salvador  
The declaration of a state of public calamity and disaster has been extended for 60 more days, allowing the 
government to speed up the disbursement of funds to address the damages. Nearly 48,700 people have 
been evacuated to 566 shelters and 32 people have reportedly died as a result of the flooding. 
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Honduras  
The low pressure system continues to generate rain in the central-southern part of the country.  The 
population most affected is in the region of Choluteca and Valle, where the main access road continues to 
be blocked. 

 
Guatemala  
A total of 524,480 people are reported to have been affected by the flooding. 38 people have been reported 
dead and five remain missing, while 29,618 people have been evacuated, of which 14,966 are currently 
staying in shelters. It is estimated that nearly 50 percent of roads are blocked or require detours. 
 
Nicaragua  
13 of the 15 departments in the country have suffered damage.  12 deaths have been reported and nearly 
134,000 people have been affected.  Nearly 15,000 families remain unreachable, while 9,100 people have 
been evacuated to 102 activated shelters. Lake Managua remains dangerously close to overflowing.  

 
Mexico  
Tabasco’s Director of Civil Protection reports that nearly 200,000 people have been affected in 17 
municipalities.  On 20 October, the Government issued declarations of emergency in two municipalities in 
Tabasco (Jalpa and Cárdenas).  An emergency declaration was also issued for a municipality in the North 
of the State of Chiapas.  
 

III. Humanitarian Response and Key Needs 
  

 AGRICULTURE 
 
Costa Rica  
Damage assessments remain preliminary. However, officials have recorded that nearly 20,000 hectares of 
pasture, 4,300 hectares of sugar cane and 3,200 hectares of rice have been flooded to date. 

 
El Salvador  
Agricultural and livestock losses have been reported in 73 municipalities. It is estimated that 31 per cent of 
producers at the national level have been affected, of which 17 per cent are producing commercial crops and 
the majority (83 per cent) are subsistence producers. Preliminary results indicate that the most affected 
crops and livestock are:  basic grains, vegetables, fruits, sugar cane, coffee, fisheries, poultry, cattle and 
beehives. FAO, WFP and the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock are undertaking a joint mission to assess 
the damage and support affected farmers, including through a proposed project: “Emergency Assistance for 
Recovery of Productive Capacity and Livelihoods, and to Reduce the Vulnerability of Small Farmers and 
Farmers Affected by Tropical Depression 12-E in El Salvador.” 
 
Guatemala  
A report from the Ministry of Agriculture estimates that losses in agricultural crops will amount to 
approximately US$ 9.2 million and affect some 14,900 families. FAO estimates that 60 per cent of grains in 
Alta Verapaz and Ixcan, have been lost and reports from the North South and East regions all indicate that 
corn crops and bean crops have been badly affected, with up to 80 per cent of crops damaged in some 
locations. FAO is supporting several affected areas where projects were underway (Retalhuleu, Totonicapán, 
Quiché and others) through the allocation of US$1.5 million for agriculture and livestock production.   
 
Honduras  
Official reports state that some 6,000 hectares of crops have been affected.  FAO is monitoring the situation, 
especially in the southern part of the country and along the border with El Salvador.  Once weather 
conditions improve, an impact assessment will be undertaken in coordination with the Secretariat of 
Agriculture and Livestock. 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTERS 
 
El Salvador  
According to official data, 49,000 people are currently staying in 566 shelters. IOM, along with several 
NGOs present in the country, and in coordination with the Vice Minister of Housing, is organizing a plan to 
provide support for the sheltered population and to ensure a rapid return to their homes. IFRC has 
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launched a DREF (CHF 191,129) to provide 800 families with blankets, mattresses, water and food, as well 
as to start a detailed damage assessment and assist in evacuations. They are planning to launch an 
Emergency Appeal to support 1,500 families with additional interventions for recovery and health, and have 
sent a delegate to support in coordination and disaster management. 
 
Honduras  
Some 8,183 people are in shelters.  COPECO is planning to distribute 5,000 mats and UNFPA, through the 
Adventist Agency of Development and Assistance Resources (ADRA), is distributing dignity kits and 
emergency kits. IFRC has launched a DREF (CHF 220.262) to support 800 families with kitchen sets, 
hygiene kits, blankets, food and psycho-social support.  They have also deployed two delegates to support 
coordination in the shelters. 

 
Guatemala  
IOM has undertaken a needs assessment in the shelters in coordination with counterparts at the local level.  
UNICEF will provide US$ 35,000 for psycho-social support activities in the shelters. IFRC has launched a 
DREF (CHF 240.190) to support 800 families with blankets and food, undertake health interventions and 
distribute water.  They are planning to launch an Emergency Appeal in the coming days and have deployed 
three delegates to support coordination, communications and logistics. 
 
Nicaragua  
IFRC is planning a DREF and the Nicaraguan Red Cross is developing an Action Plan. 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 
 
El Salvador  
The Ministry of Health reports that assessments are being carried out jointly with members of the WASH 
cluster. However, some communities remain inaccessible due to access roads having been blocked or 
destroyed. 

 
Guatemala  
The WASH and Protection clusters met on 17 October, to exchange information on ongoing actions, 
institutional agreements, and follow-up required to facilitate humanitarian assistance. PAHO/WHO is 
providing technical support for a damage assessment and working on the distribution of chlorine generators. 
 
Honduras  
Maintaining water distribution continues to be a priority for national authorities and humanitarian 
organizations in the country.  UNICEF has donated supplies for disinfection, storage and water handling, 
including two water purification plants, more than 2,000 portable filters, water tanks and pumps. The Health 
Secretariat has issued a list of needed supplies and COPECO has identified a need for 40,000 hygiene kits. 

 
Nicaragua  
Potable water problems in Managua may worsen in the coming days as many potable water plants are 
flooded.  Lake Managua has surpassed its historic levels. 
 

 FOOD 
 
El Salvador  
WFP has distributed more than 24MT of fortified cookies to 4,278 families (equivalent to approximately 
81,000 individual daily rations).  After this distribution, WFP will have 48MT fortified cookies available if 
required.  
 
Guatemala  
WFP, in coordination with local authorities (MAGA, SESAN and CONRED), has delivered 352MT of food in 
182 communities, benefiting 10,144 families (49,778 beneficiaries).   

 
Honduras  
WFP, in coordination with COPECO, distributed some 76MT (38MT for Choluteca; 22MT for Valle) of food 
on 19 October in order to assist 26,000 people for the next 7 days. 
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Nicaragua  
WFP, FAO and SINAPRED are coordinating the first evaluation of the situation, which will allow WFP to 
target its interventions.  
 

 EDUCATION 
 
El Salvador  
Nearly 170,000 students are affected by the disruption of classes.  Some 290 education centers have been 
damaged and 260 are being used as shelters.  
 
Nicaragua  
The Ministry of Education has suspended classes across the country and will continue to evaluate weather 
conditions in order to decide when to lift this measure. 
 
Honduras  
Classes in the southern area have been disrupted for the entire week. The Alliance for Education Risk 
Management, composed of various NGOs (Save the Children, Christian Aid, World Vision and Plan 
International), along with the Secretariat of Education, has 79 portable school kits which are to be 
distributed in the departments of Choluteca and Valle. 
 
Guatemala  
A UNESCO damage assessment of schools found some damages to school infrastructure. 
 

 EARLY RECOVERY 
 
El Salvador  
The number of homes at risk has increased to 3,943, of which 489 have partial damage and 85 are 
destroyed.  This figure is likely to increase as areas which are currently inaccessible have yet to be 
evaluated.  
 
Honduras  
The Early Recovery sector held a meeting to plan a joint assessment in the South when weather conditions 
permit.  
 
Guatemala  
UNDP has approved funds in the amount of US$ 50,000 for early recovery, including technical assistance, 
identifying needs, and developing a plan for recovery and reconstruction. 
 

 LOGISTICS 
 
Nicaragua  
Field reports indicate that there are difficulties transporting food through the towns of Las Sabanas, 
Cusmapa, San Juan de Río Coco and Telpaneca due to damage to the roads. Coco River has also 
overflowed in some areas, blocking access to roads.  WFP has identified alternate routes and has been 
coordinating logistic activities with transportation providers. 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
El Salvador  
Teenagers and young women are vulnerable to sexual violence in the shelters. Two abuses have been 
reported to date. The Humanitarian Country Team has called for the creation of a gender cluster and the 
incorporation of a focal point from ISDEMU in order to mainstream gender and the prevention of gender-
based violence into all humanitarian actions in response to the emergency. 
 

 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
 
El Salvador  
A total of 138 health centers have now been affected.  The Sonsonate hospital, used for regional referrals, is 
working at 30 per cent capacity and is isolated due to blockage of access routes.  Some 250 high risk 
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patients of the Renal Health Unit remain in shelters without access to specialized medical attention or 
medications.  There has also been an increase in the number of notified cases of diarrhea, conjunctivitis, 
chicken pox, and dengue. Three cases of H1N1 have been reported.   
 
Honduras  
Approximately five health centers are damaged but remain operational.  The Health Secretariat has sent staff 
to shelters to cover the health needs of affected people. Upon the request of the Health Secretariat, 
PAHO/WHO is looking into whether water purifiers, water quality control kits and tamiflu are available. 
PAHO/WHO regional office is considering launching a sub regional Flash Appeal that will include Honduras. 

 
Nicaragua  
992 cases of leptospirosis have now been reported. There has also been a rise in the number of H1N1 
cases reported, bringing the total to 99 cases by 19 October. SILAIS has registered 830 cases of dengue, 
most of them in Managua, Matagalpa and Chontales. 

 
Guatemala  
WHO has deployed to affected areas to assess damage to health centers and undertake needs 
assessments in relation to water, medications, wells, sanitation, disease prevention in shelters, jointly with 
local authorities. UNICEF has made available US$ 350,000 to contribute to the emergency response in 
water, sanitation, hygiene, nutrition and protection issues.  It also has pre-positioned supplies, including 657 
boxes of therapeutic food for malnourished children (plumpy nut), and is importing 100 further boxes of food 
for severely malnourished children as well as 800 additional boxes of plumpy nut.  WHO has also made 
available 10,000 oral re-hydrating sachets to support the Ministry of Public Health and Social Assistance. 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
REDLAC Group  
The national societies of the Red Cross from the six affected countries have commenced rapid response 
operations in cooperation with their local governments, including: damages and needs assessments, 
activation of evacuation plans, opening of shelters, distribution of assistance items and pre-positioning of 
assistance for some 10,000 beneficiaries. The Pan American Disaster Response Unit (PADRU) has 
activated their virtual emergency response center and requested a meeting with the national societies of the 
six affected countries. The Disaster Management Division of the World Society for the Protection of Animals 
has also deployed three veterinarian teams in Guatemala, El Salvador and Costa Rica, in coordination with 
the respective local authorities.  
 
El Salvador  
An OCHA mission is underway to support the Office of the Resident Coordinator and the elaboration of a 
CERF request and a Flash Appeal.  
 
Honduras  
The Humanitarian Country Team is coordinating with COPECO in the affected areas. The United Nations 
Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) has also been activated. 
 
Guatemala  
On 17 October, the United Nations Country Team met to analyze the situation.  The Humanitarian Network 
(United Nations system, NGOs and CONRED) then met on 18 October to analyze the country’s situation 
and plan a coordinated response. OCHA’s regional office has deployed one advisor to support the 
Humanitarian Network. On 20 October, a meeting of the UNETT was held to report the results of its 
assessment. 
 
Nicaragua  
PAHO/WHO has deployed an expert in SUMA/Logistics and is collaborating with SINAPRED. 
 

V. Funding 
 
The Spanish Agency of International Cooperation for Development (AECID) has contributed funds and 
emergency supplies for El Salvador in the amount of US$ 587,220, as well as US$ 1,373,628 for a WFP 
Regional Project to purchase and pre-position food in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua.  
 
Plan International has contributed US$ 1,250,000 to support its country office in El Salvador and aid 2,400 
families in six departments, as well as US$ 175,000 to Guatemala to support the shelter population (55 
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shelters) and US$ 150,000 to support 2,715 families and 37 communities in the department of Choluteca in 
Honduras.   
 
OCHA has assigned Emergency Cash Grants to El Salvador and Guatemala in the amount of US$ 50,000 
each. 
 
Note: Donations reported here reflect only those reported to United Nations sources at the time of the issuance of this report.  To report 
your contributions, send your e-mails to the focal points in the United Nations or Redhum in the affected countries.   
 

VI. Contacts in the Affected Countries 
The information published in this report is compiled by OCHA ROLAC in collaboration with partners or 
highlighted from issued reports in the countries.  For more information, please contact the following focal 
points in the affected countries. 
 

El Salvador  Dorte Ellehammer 
UNETT Coordinator 
WFP 
Tel: +503 2263-6144 
dorte.ellehammer@wfp.org 

Nicaragua  Ivonne Velásquez  
National Disaster Response Advisor - 
OCHA 
Tel. +505-2266-1701 
ivonne.velasquez@undp.org 

Honduras Richard Terrazas 
National Disaster Response 
Advisor - OCHA 
Tel. +504 2220-1100  
terrazas@un.org 

Guatemala  Willem Van Milink  
UNETT Coordinator 
PMA 
Tel +502 2333-5928 
willem.vanmilink@wfp.org 

OCHA 
ROLAC 

Rogerio Mobilia Silva  
Information Management Officer 
Tel. +507 317-1748 
silvar@un.org 

OCHA  
NY  

Charles Bernimolin 
Coordination and Response Division  
Tel. +1 917 367-8116 
bernimolin@un.org 

 
For more information on this emergency, visit the following sites: 
http://www.redhum.org  y www.reliefweb.int  
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ANNEX I – LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS REPORTED TO OCHA  a s of  20/10/2011 
 
Note: Donations reported here reflect only those reported to United Nations sources at the time of the issuance of this report.  To report 
your contributions, send your e-mails to the focal points in the United Nations or Redhum in the affected countries.  Values presented as 
“under approval process” could be different from the final values approved by their respective donor agencies. 
 

Update:  20 August  2011  
         

  Country Organization US$ Description 

 El Salvador AECID 587,220 Non food items (kitchen, hygiene, blankets kit)  

 
El Salvador 

Japan  200,000 Blankets (2,400), mattress (2,400), power generators 60 Hz (40), 
code reel 100 fts (40). 

 
El Salvador 

OCHA 50,000 Emergency Cash Grant, attention to environmental sanitation, 
kitchen kits, tents, logistics and transportation.  

 El Salvador IOM 25,000 Shelter management and coordination  

 
El Salvador 

PAHO-WHO 100,000 Medicines and health supplies.  

 
El Salvador 

Plan  1,250,000 To support country office and assist 2,400 families in 6 
departments.  

 El Salvador WFP 1,000,000 Fortified biscuits, emergency food rations. 

 
El Salvador 

UNDP 180,000 Communication equipment, life saving supplies, productive 
reintegration kits, development of an early recovery framework and 
logistics.  

 
El Salvador 

UNFPA 50,000 Mobile clinics, hygiene kits and reproductive health.  

 
El Salvador 

UNICEF 40,000 Kit for children un 2 years old, mosquito nets, psychosocial 
support, milk.  

 
El Salvador 

USAID/OFDA 100,000 Non food items  

 Guatemala AECID 343,407 For a WFP food program 

 Guatemala OCHA 50,000 Emergency Cash Grant 

 Guatemala Plan 175,000 To assist 55 shelters  

 
Guatemala 

Taiwan 300,000 Fort he purchase of medicines, food and temporary shelters.  

 Guatemala USAID/OFDA 50,000 For food, fuel, SECONRED intervention team’s equipment.  

 Honduras AECID 343,407 For a WFP food program  

 

Honduras 

Taiwan 
Government 

200,000 To assist the emergency  

 
Honduras 

Plan 150,000 To support their country office and assist 2,715 families in 37 
communities in the department of Choluteca.  

 
Honduras 

USAID/OFDA 100,000 For non food items. It will be implemented through Save the 
Children US  

 Nicaragua  AECID 343,407 For a WFP food program.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


