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1. Grain availability at the regional, national, 
and local levels is still more than adequate.  
 
Good harvests in the region and commercial 
imports are ensuring a more than adequate 
market supply. Market grain supplies are 
relatively good. Trade networks are running 
smoothly compared with last year when 
restrictive measures imposed on subregional 
trade created major disruptions. This year, 
there is a brisk trade in millet and sorghum 
between Niger and Nigeria, as compared to 
last year’s erratic market flows. There is also a 
growing volume of cross-border trade in other 
crops, such as groundnuts, in the western 
basin, along with an intensification of last 
year’s uninterrupted, smooth flow of trade in 
tubers and cassava meal. However, cowpea 
exports from Niger to Nigeria have been 
« unofficially » suspended to enable the 
government of Niger to ensure necessary 
supplies for procurement of these crops under 
its so-called « Operation Cowpea », designed 
to boost producers’ incomes in Niger through 
targeted government procurement at better 
prices.  
 
Even with good crop availability and adequate 
market supplies, April prices were still quite 
high. Moreover, after a reportedly small dip in 
prices back in February of this year, prices on 
most markets have stabilized at rather high 
levels. This could be attributable, in part, to a 
faltering demand for imports in Nigeria and 
Ghana. This same lull in demand is also 
affecting livestock prices in Niger.  
 

Rice prices are also stable despite the 
implementation of control measures for 
maximum axle loads in WAEMU countries. 
Market prices for rice in Guinea Conakry are 
down sharply with large-scale importers 
ensuring regular domestic market supplies, 
which have been further boosted by the 
government ban on rice exports.  
 
Thus, the unusually low market supplies 
reported in late 2008 and early 2009 in the 
midst of the harvest season were due partly to 
the wait-and-see attitude of farmers holding 
out for more attractive prices and have steadily 
grown and improved since February of this 
year. Right now, supplies are visibly better than 
at the same time last year, strengthened by 
falling international market prices for both rice 
and wheat. The per-ton export price of broken 
rice from Thailand in April of this year had 
fallen by nearly 40 percent from the same time 
last year.  
 
These supply and export price dynamics kept 
prices for certain grains grown across the 
region stable and, in some cases, trending 
downwards throughout January and February 
of this year on certain markets in certain 
countries. This is especially true of millet and 
corn prices in Niger. On the whole, grain prices 
in April of this year were up by anywhere from 
3 to 12 percent from the same time last year 
and running 20 to 35 percent above the five-
year average.  
 
Such dramatically high prices at this time of 
year are the product of a combination of 
different factors: the ongoing efforts to rebuild 
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institutional reserves continuing beyond the 
normal harvest season in Niger, Nigeria, Benin, 
and Chad, the high cost of inputs for the 2008 
growing season, and the crowding out of a 
portion of rice demand for human 
consumption by coarse grain consumption, 
mainly among low-income households.  
 
The transfer of price increases for imported 
rice to local grain prices was staggered over 
the course of last year, depending on to the 
country and crop in question and the 
consumption patterns of the local population. 
Even with prices holding relatively steady, even 
falling in a few cases, current price levels are 
affecting the poorest households of 
structurally deficit producers, pastoralists, and 
other low-income, market-dependent house-
holds, both rural and urban. Moreover, in the 
face of the global economic crisis, groups 
dependent on remittances from migrants and 
certain export crops whose prices are 
significantly below those of last year, such as 
cashew and shea nuts, are seeing a sharp drop 
in their income. The normal seasonal increase 
in food prices during this year’s hunger season 
could further erode the already precarious 
food security of these groups.  
 
These unusually high grain prices made it 
impossible to rebuild commercial and 
government inventories and cooperative 
stores to planed levels. This limits the capacity 
of crisis prevention and management networks 
to cope with any localized food stresses arising 
during the upcoming hunger season. Such 
stresses could be further heightened by any 
delay in the beginning of the growing season.  
 
Necessary measures for tempering the effect 
of high prices on household food security 
include: 
 

• Large-scale cash-for-work programs in 
all areas where local markets are 

operating effectively, without the 
threat of breaches in supply; 

• Food-for-work programs in poor areas 
where regular supply of local markets is 
problematic; 

• Targeted social marketing programs; 
• Regular shipments of supplies to grain 

banks in grain-deficit rural areas; 
• Provisions for the distribution of free 

cereals to residents of previously 
identified structurally-deficit villages 
and areas reporting grain shortages on 
local markets or bypassed by 
cash/food-for-work programs; 

• Expanding targeted malnutrition 
prevention and treatment programs in 
at-risk areas.  

 
2. Normal start-of-season conditions for the 
2009/10 growing season in the southern 
reaches of the coastal states on the Gulf of 
Guinea 
 
The 2009/10 rainy season got off to a normal 
start in March in the coastal states, marking 
the beginning of the short growing season 
(March through June). Large amounts of 
rainfall were recorded between March and 
May of this year across the southern reaches of 
Guinea Conakry, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo, 
Benin, and Nigeria, where season-long 
cumulative rainfall totals ranged from 400 to 
800 mm as of May 10th

 

. These totals which 
helped get the growing season off to a good 
start and are helping crops make normal 
progress thus far.  

Elsewhere, seasonal climate forecasts by the 
IRI and NOAA are predicting good conditions 
for the period from June through August of this 
year across all of West Africa with the sole 
exception of the western reaches of the Sahel. 
Right now, most farmers in the Sahelian 
countries are still spreading organic manure to 
prepare their fields for the planting of crops.  
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As was the case last year, countries in the 
region and their partners will need to 
continue and intensify measures designed to 
boost crop production to ensure food self-
sufficiency and meet consumer demand.  
 
To this end, a successful 2009/10 growing 
season will require: 

• The distribution of high-quality seeds to 
local producers; 

• The assurance of an adequate supply of 
fertilizer for cereal producers; and 

• The strengthening of agricultural credit 
systems, specifically to facilitate 
purchases of farm inputs. 

 

 
 

 

 For more information on the food security and nutrition situation in the Sahel and in West Africa  
 
The FCPN website is designed to provide better access to information on the food and nutrition situation in this region for decision-making as 
the basis for future action. This website, www.food-security.net, is at your service to answer your questions and provide related analytical 
documents. 
 
The content of this analytical note by the FCPN is based on information or analyses furnished by various specialized network-affiliated or outside 
organizations. Additional information is available on their respective websites. 
 
CSAO/SWAC 
www.westafricaclub.org 
sibirijean.zoundi@oecd.org 
+33-1-45-24-19-82  
leonidas.hitimana@oecd.org 
+33-1-45-24-17-98 
 

CILSS 
www.cilss.bf  
konate.amadou@cilss.bf 
moussa.cisse@cilss.bf 
+226-50-37-41-25/33 
b.sidibe@aghrymet.ne 
+227-20-31-53-16  
 

FEWS NET 
www.fews.net  
ssow@fews.net 
+226-50-37-47-06  
librahim@fews.net 
+227-96-97-70-11  

FAO 
www.fao.org  
henri.josserand@fao.org 
+39-06-57-05-30-99  
 

WFP 
www.wfp.org  
mamadou.diouf@wfp.org 
 

AFRIQUE VERT 
www.afriqueverte.org 

SISA/CNSA 
www.sisa.bf 

OCHA 
www.humanitarianinfo.org 

OCHA 
http://ochaonline.un.org/ 

RELIEFWEB 
www.reliefweb.int/ 
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