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A refugee from the Democratic Republic of Congo gets ready to be registered for repatriation by  
UNHCR in Juba, South Sudan. Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 

Gia Anyang arrives at Bor airstrip with her three children after years of exile. 
Photo: UNHCR/A. Brunader and C. Morlang 

 
Security 
The situation is tense on the Juba-Torit and Juba-Nimule roads and in areas surrounding Gumbo and Rejaf 
where the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) has been launching attacks almost on a daily basis, looting food, 
cows, goats and property. Confirmed police sources indicate that the LRA has its base at Lungi Hill, 
approximately four kilometres south of Gumbo. There has been no positive response from the security forces 
based in the Gumbo vicinity to protect the civilian population. There is confirmed information from the Minister 
of Western Equatoria State that the SPLA soldiers refused to go for operations against the LRA because the 
soldiers were not paid salaries since they arrived in Juba months ago. According to the Minister, there is a 
hidden tension between the SPLA soldiers and high ranking officers. In the meantime, the Governments of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Uganda have signed an agreement to carry out joint 
operations to dislodge LRA rebels in Garamba National Park in the Aba region in the DRC.  
 
One year anniversary of Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
Today, 9 January 2006, marks the one year anniversary of the signing of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA), which formally ended more than two decades of civil conflict in Sudan and paved the way 
for the return of millions of displaced people. Since the beginning of 2005, UNHCR, together with other UN 
agencies and NGOs, has been working to build the capacity of South Sudan to receive the returnees. In 
2005, UNHCR opened 10 offices in South Sudan and implemented over 100 community-based reintegration 
projects, which are benefiting both returnees and local communities. 
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First organized repatriation movement takes place at the end of 2005 
The first groups of refugees - a total of 131 people - returned to South Sudan with UNHCR’s assistance on 
17 December 2005 from Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya. This marked the first organized repatriation 
movement conducted by UNHCR since the signing of the CPA in January 2005. Two passenger planes took 
67 refugees to Bor in Jongley State, from where they walked to their nearby villages. At the same time, a land 
convoy carrying 64 refugees in buses and their possessions in trucks left Kakuma and entered South Sudan 
at Napadal. They were welcomed by the Vice-President of South Sudan, Riak Machar, who praised them for 
bringing home much-needed skills to rebuild the country. After entering South Sudan, the convoy split into 
two, one heading for Kapoeta (with 20 returnees) and the other for Chukudum (with 44 returnees), both 
towns in Eastern Equatoria, from where they dispersed to their villages. All the refugees had advised UNHCR 
beforehand that they had friends or relatives waiting for them who would help them transport their belongings 
to their home villages. All the returnees were given non-food items and WFP distributed six-week food 
rations. WFP will make a second distribution in January. In addition to the first returnees, a further 1,600 
refugees in Kakuma camp have signed up to return to South Sudan - mainly to the Upper Nile region - as 
soon as possible.  
 

Returnees prepare their first meal back in Sudan. Photo: UNHCR/A. Brunader and C. Morlang 
 
In 2006, during the dry season, UNHCR expects to assist about 10,000 Sudanese refugees to return home 
from Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya and another 50,000 to return from refugee camps in other neighboring 
countries. Security permitting, UNHCR expects that there will be organized returns from the DRC and the 
Central African Republic (CAR) in January, followed by returns from Ethiopia in February. While UNHCR is 
not promoting return to all areas of South Sudan at this stage, it is actively helping refugees to repatriate if 
they ask for assistance.  
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UNHCR establishes presence in Nasir 
A UNHCR Emergency Response Team arrived in Nasir on 4 December 2005, after the situation improved 
and security was downgraded by the UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) from level 4 to level 2 
in Nasir town. However, UNHCR movement is restricted to the town only due to heavily mined surroundings. 
A house belonging to the Presbyterian Church has been identified and assessed for rental as a temporary 
office; meanwhile, UNHCR continues to operate in a guesthouse provided by the local authorities. Nasir was 
heavily destroyed during the war and local people are very poor; thus, the capacity for receiving returnees is 
extremely limited or non-existent. Returnee numbers are unknown. A local NGO, the Nasir Community 
Development Agency (NCDA), claims to have registered some 400,000 returnees in Nasir and its vicinities in 
early November. UNHCR cannot verify such information as its movement is still restricted within Nasir. The 
Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) has only recently established presence in Nasir and 
has requested training on returnee registration and tracking from UNHCR in order to deploy monitors at entry 
points.  
 
In December 2005, UNHCR was approached by a group of spontaneous returnees from Ethiopia living in 
Nasir and surrounding villages, who reportedly returned during September-November 2005. They claim to 
represent a group of 260 persons, who live in open space, without any assistance and income. They added 
that they do not feel comfortable with the local police.  
 
Return movements 
 
IDPs 
Various agencies reported that since the beginning of the dry season, returning IDPs from the north started to 
arrive in Warawar (Jongley State). Reportedly, between 100 and 150 returnees arrived daily in December 
2005.  
 
The Commissioner of Awerial County (Lakes) reported the presence of 17,237 returnees from Juba and 
Khartoum who returned on barges (9,713 in Puluk and 7,524 in Mingkaman) and submitted a written request 
for emergency assistance.  
 
UNHCR Malakal (Upper Nile) is still registering returnees in the Malakal harbour daily from 7:00 AM to 6:00 
PM. Registration is also carried out by the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) and SRRC in 
other locations in Malakal town. From 15 to 21 December 2005, 733 returning IDPs (171 families) were 
registered in Malakal. The majority were coming from Khartoum, Renk, Gezira State, White Nile, Blue Nile 
and other northern States and were proceeding to Baliet, Nasir, Korfulus, Waat, Atar, Adong and Ulang 
Counties. Last week, 386 returning IDPs (107 families) from northern Sudan and northern Upper Nile were 
registered. The majority are going to Malakal, Baliet, Adong, Atar, Nasir and other Payams in greater Upper 
Nile region.  
 
Refugees 
Between 17 and 21 December, 63 returning refugees (nine families) were registered in Malakal and last 
week another 41 returning refugees (eight families) were registered. The majority were coming from Dimma 
and Fugnido refugee camps in Ethiopia and Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya and they were going mainly to 
Akobo, Waat, Nasir, Baliet and Maiwut localities. Their details will be shared with UNHCR offices in Gambella 
and Kakuma for further verification. 
 
Update on Bor Dinka movement 
During November 2005, UNHCR, together with other UN agencies and NGOs set up a way station in Lologo, 
located about eight kilometres south-west of Juba. Since then, the way station is providing assistance to 
vulnerable Bor Dinka, mainly women and children who, after more than 16 years of displacement, have 
embarked on the journey to return to Bor. On 30 November 2005, registration began and so far 4,330 
vulnerable Bor Dinka have been registered at Lologo way station (195 males, 1,338 females and 2,797 
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children). UNHCR, WFP and IOM are in the process of conducting a verification exercise of the current 
population to establish their final destination, update records on unaccompanied minors, distribute food ration 
cards and establish a concise manifest for the repatriation. IOM is in the final stages of negotiations with a 
local barge company for transportation. Islamic Relief World Wide (IRWW), the camp manager, requested 
and was allocated funding from the Emergency Relief Fund administered by OCHA for 40 additional shelters. 
UNHCR provided plastic sheets for the construction of these shelters. UNICEF and the UN Mission in Sudan 
(UNMIS) constructed 14 new latrines. UNICEF provided two water bladders and UNMIS is supplying water 
regularly by truck. Swedish Free Mission (SFM) constructed an additional borehole, making a total of three in 
the camp. UNICEF also provided cleaning materials to support the community in maintaining a clean 
environment. Ten policemen were deployed on a five-man daily rotational shift. SFM provided funding for the 
policemen for four days pending a more concrete arrangement for their stipends. UN organizations have 
stressed that paying the police for security is the Government’s responsibility.  
 
Meanwhile in Bor, a temporary way station site, 1.7 kilometres north of the town centre, is being made 
available to assist the vulnerable Bor Dinka currently at Lologo for a maximum period of two-three months, 
starting at the beginning of January. 
 
IDP survey South Sudan 
The IDP survey organized by UNHCR, OCHA, UNFPA, IOM and other humanitarian agencies on intention of 
return which began in Juba on 24 November 2005 was completed on 8 December 2005. The exercise 
covered the Tongpiny camp (comprising IDPs from Yei/Lainya, Jambo, Rokon, Kajo Keji and Mundri), the 
Jebel Kujur camp (consisting of Kagwada/Bungu and Lobonok ethnic groups), the Multi Purpose Training 
Centre (MTC) and the High Commercial camps. A total of 1,200 interviews were conducted in 15 days due to 
the overwhelming support the survey received from the IDPs who desire to return to their places of origin. 
Preliminary findings indicate that the IDPs are well-informed about the situation in their respective areas of 
origin from relatives, friends and returnees. 
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
Juba 

• SFM is working on the renovation of schools in Juba. ACCOMPLISH has started the construction of 
a pit latrine in Juba Day Secondary School, while fencing of the school has been completed. 

Yei 
• International Aid Services (IAS) conducted a workshop for IDPs and the host community on water 

and sanitation. The workshop was attended by UNHCR, SRRC and the local authorities. The 
workshop concluded with a discussion addressing tensions at water sources between the IDPs and 
the local community.   

• On 9 December 2005, the Yei Vocational Training College held its second graduation ceremony for 
41 students, of whom 13 were in the building and masonry section, 11 in the carpentry and joinery 
section and 17 in the motor vehicle mechanics/driving section. There were three female graduates. 
The UNHCR-funded three-room dormitory for the vocational college, implemented by the Diocese of 
Yei, is almost complete. 

• The Yei Teachers’ Training College, under the implementation of ACROSS, held a five-day training 
workshop for head teachers which ended on 9 December. The 30 participating head teachers came 
from the Counties of Yei, Morobo and Lainya. Topics included in the workshop were head teachers' 
roles and responsibilities, improving the quality of schools, record-keeping and conducting meetings. 

• On 8 December 2005, UNHCR handed over 20 bicycles and three motorcycles to health workers in 
Yei County. The distribution is part of a strategy to strengthen outreach activities by health workers.  

Kajo Keji 
• A part of northern Kajo Keji used to be a colony for leprosy sufferers and there is thus a very high 

incidence of leprosy in the area. A local community-based organization is now providing care to 147 
vulnerable widows suffering from the disease.  

• Renovation work for Kala and Kansuk primary schools is almost finished. 
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• Ongoing training workshops for primary and secondary school teachers are being organized by 
Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) with UNHCR funds. American Refugee Committee (ARC) staff was 
invited to these workshops to facilitate training in HIV/AIDS. 

 
Congolese refugees in Juba 
UNHCR registered 1,700 DRC refugees who have been in South Sudan for the past 40 years. The group fled 
DRC in the years 1965-1968 to escape post-independence chaos and fighting as well as the coup that 
brought Mobutu Sese Seko to power. The refugees settled in Juba. Even though a large number of them 
were born in Juba and got integrated into Sudanese society, the majority expressed a strong desire to go 
back to their ancestors' land. With the active participation of the office of the Commissioner for Refugees 
(COR), UNHCR completed the registration process for these refugees, thus paving the way for their voluntary 
repatriation to the DRC. A total of 315 families comprising 851 individuals were registered during the two-
week exercise. The registration process had to be extended for a period of one week to accommodate the 
majority of the refugees in Juba and surrounding areas who had expressed willingness to return home. 
 
Update on Sudanese in Egypt 
UNHCR staff have been interviewing more than 600 Sudanese who have been held in three detention 
centres on the outskirts of Cairo since last week. The Sudanese were detained by Egyptian authorities after 
their sit-in protest in Mostafa Mahmoud Park (which started on 29 September 2005) ended tragically on 30 
December 2005 in a confrontation with the police that left several people dead and injured. Up to 2,500 
Sudanese had been demonstrating, primarily to protest living conditions and to demand that they be resettled 
to third countries. The demonstrators involved a mix of asylum seekers, refugees, migrants, persons who had 
already been determined by UNHCR not to be refugees and some who had newly arrived from Sudan. 
Throughout this period, UNHCR maintained a constant dialogue and several mediation efforts.  
 
Egyptian authorities, who have announced their intention to deport some of the Sudanese, have given 
UNHCR three days to assess the legal status of the detainees and their possible need for international 
protection. A total of 22 UNHCR staff in three teams began work on 5 January 2006 in three detention 
centres on the outskirts of Cairo. Earlier in the week, authorities released most of the Sudanese initially 
detained who were holding UNHCR cards identifying them as either refugees or asylum seekers. UNHCR 
and its partners have been providing assistance to them in various Cairo locations, including a church where 
a medical clinic was set up to treat the injured. UNHCR also delivered medical supplies to the clinic, along 
with 1,160 blankets. More than 580 medical cases have been seen by medical staff since the night of 31 
December 2005. UNHCR also began a project to provide a one-time emergency housing allowance to benefit 
any homeless families who participated in the demonstration. In addition, UNHCR is working on family tracing 
to reunite any families that have become separated. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 4 January 2006 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 44,723,237 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
The UN Secretary-General warned in a new report to the Security Council that the situation between Ethiopia 
and Eritrea has reached a dangerous stalemate, with the possibility of withdrawing the deployed UN Mission 
in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) to keep a five-year truce between the two countries. Ethiopia has failed to 
comply with a border demarcation decision while Eritrea is restricting movement of UNMEE. In light of the 
escalating situation, UNHCR is gearing up for an emergency in east Sudan.   
 
Refugee Status Determination (RSD) statistics  
The total number of registered asylum-seekers for the reporting period stands at 394 persons, with 321 
accepted. Those accepted were transported to Kilo 26 refugee camp. Forty-seven persons are awaiting RSD 
procedure and one is awaiting the outcome of the RSD interview. It is worth mentioning that the backlog has 
considerably decreased due to the joint UNHCR/ COR decision to increase the number of adjudicators. 
 
Resettlement 
Interviews assessing the needs for resettlement were conducted in Kilo 7, Suki and Wad Medani State on 19-
21 December 2005. Out of 30 referred protection cases, 21 were interviewed. Of these, 17 were found to be 
suitable to be referred for a resettlement interview. 
 
Capacity building  
Protection staff from UNHCR Khartoum conducted two capacity building trainings in Kassala. The first 
training for COR RSD adjudicators was a refresher course on theoretical knowledge and was aimed at 
developing practical skills with regard to interviewing techniques and credibility assessment. A total of 19 
COR staff participated in the training. The second training included representatives of security, military 
intelligence, police, immigration, judiciary, lawyer’s union, the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and 
COR. The programme featured introduction to international refugee protection as well as principles of non-
refoulement, RSD procedures and rights and obligations of refugees. A total of 17 people participated in the 
training.  
 
New arrivals and unaccompanied minors in Kilo 26 
Human Appeal International (HAI) started Arabic and English classes for the new arrivals who are interested 
in enrolling in language courses. In the library run by unaccompanied minors in the HAI building in Kilo 26, 
Arabic and English books are also available for self-study. Furthermore, HAI started organizing skill 
development training in making beds and mattresses for unaccompanied minors living in Kilo 26 in 
collaboration with SRC. About 30 unaccompanied minors showed interest in participating in the training.     
 
Improving living conditions of relocated refugees 
UNHCR provided the relocated refugees from Khartoum to Um Gargur camp with blankets donated by HAI. A 
project agreement was also reached between the relocated community, HAI, UNHCR and COR on improved 
access to water, firewood and lighting. The project aims at improving living conditions for the relocated 
refugees through community participation and community support to vulnerable members.   
 
Hand over of medical equipment  
The official handing over of medical equipment for a value of US$ 100,000 by UNHCR’s implementing 
partner, HAI, took place in Girba. The equipment was handed over to state hospitals in Girba and Kassala as 
well as the HAI refugee camp clinics in Kassala and Gedaref States.   
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Insecticide spraying in the camps 
UNHCR Showak facilitated the exercise of insecticide spraying in the camps in the last three weeks of 2005. 
The spraying covered 100 percent of all homes in the camps.  
 
Training for health workers 
As part of capacity building, health staff from all camps benefited from three different trainings in December 
2005, i.e. on health information systems, prevention of HIV/AIDS and management of sexually transmitted 
diseases. These trainings are sponsored jointly by UNHCR and UNFPA as part of the HIV/AIDS programme.     
 
Youth peer education 
Twenty refugee youths from all camps participated in a six-day youth peer education on reproductive health, 
sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS, gender-based violence and female genital mutilation in Es-Showak. 
The training was conducted by the organization People’s Parenthood Federation of America-International 
(PPFA-I) in collaboration with UNHCR/COR Es Showak. The aim of the training was to enhance community 
based awareness-raising activities on the above mentioned topics.  
 
Pre-schools 
During the school visit organized in November and December, teachers and elders’ committee members 
raised the need to organize pre-schools in each camp. A series of meetings were organized between 
UNHCR and the elders’ committees in Um Gargur, Kilo 26, Shagarab 1, 2 and 3. In the meetings, it was 
agreed that UNHCR will provide funds to construct pre-schools in the above five camps and the elders’ 
committees will be responsible for the building of the pre-schools and for making the necessary 
arrangements to run them. 
 
Higher education 
Gedaref University, constructed by UNHCR after the closure of Tawawa camp, proposed exemption of tuition 
fees for a limited number of refugee students who graduated from secondary school with high marks. This 
offer was advertised in all the refugee camps and urban areas in east Sudan and was also announced by a 
local TV and radio channel in Gedaref State. 
 
UNHCR SOLSES (Sustainable Options for Livelihood Security in Eastern Sudan) programme 
After the completion of the community-based rapid needs assessment in Girba, the UNHCR SOLSES 
programme team conducted a similar assessment with both refugee and local communities in Fau 5, Gezira 
State, and in Suki are, Sinar State. Outcomes of the assessment were discussed with local authorities in 
Village 40 and COR. After the compilation of the assessment report, the identified needs and 
recommendations will be further discussed with the State Government early this year.      
 
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 4 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,311,357 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The security situation in West Darfur has deteriorated significantly during the reporting period. The period 
was marked by the attack on Abu Suruj on 19 December 2005 perpetrated by armed militia during which 21 
persons died and about 100 shelters were burned down, leading to a violent demonstration in El Geneina 
town by relatives of the deceased. Furthermore, on 6 January 2006, armed persons attacked an AU convoy 
when it was going from Girgira back to Kulbus. One AU soldier was killed and four others were injured. There 
are conflicting reports on the identity of the perpetrators of the attackers who remain to be identified. 
Compounding the situation in West Darfur is the unstable political situation in neighbouring Chad including 
along the Chadian border; the attack on 17 December on Adre, Chad (about 30 kilometres from El Geneina) 
by Chadian rebels; clashes between the Chadian army and deserters in Adre at the border with Beida; 
Chadian armed forces (approximately 7,000) dispatched from Abeche to reinforce the army at the border 
mainly at Adre border point for a potential attack on the Chadian deserters inside West Darfur; and the 
announcement by Chad that it is in a "state of belligerence" with Sudan, accusing it of supporting Chadian 
rebels.  
 
Due to increasing instability and build-up of military forces on both sides of the Sudan-Chad border, the UN 
decided on 5 January 2006 to raise the security level in parts of West Darfur to Phase 4. The parts of West 
Darfur which are affected are the northern area of West Darfur, from the border of North and West Darfur, 
south of Tina, south along the border to include El Geneina and extending east to Sanidadi, with the Saraf-
Omra road being the southern boundary and the south-west corridor running from El Geneina and through to 
Masteri, Kongo Harasa, Beida, and Ararah. The remainder of West Darfur remains at Phase 3. The decision 
will result in a considerable reduction in the presence of UN staff and restricted access in the affected areas.  
 
The security situation in South Darfur remained calm during the reporting period. Only some tribal conflicts 
were noticed between the Massalit and the Falata in the area of Gereida. The African Union (AU) played a 
role in the reconciliation process between the two tribes. A two-day meeting was held in AU Nyala with 
Massalit and Falata representatives, where it was agreed to withdraw the militias and respect the ceasefire.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Inter-Darfur conference 
The inter-Darfur conference was held in El Fasher during 19-21 December 2005. The aim of the conference 
was to push forward the peace process in Darfur. However, the armed parties did not participate in the 
conference. Some parties, such as the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM), People’s Congress and Umma 
Party withdrew their participation claiming that the state of emergency in Darfur should have been lifted 
during the conference so as to allow free movement. There were a total of 1,211 participants who originated 
from various political parties, trade unions and the private sector. Four papers on West Darfur, South Darfur, 
North Darfur and Khartoum respectively were discussed in the meeting which addressed security, 
humanitarian, social and political/economical issues. The meeting selected 50 members to go to Abuja, 
Nigeria, to present the recommendations to the negotiating parties. Sixteen commissions dealing with various 
aspects of the conference have been put in place and are working to achieve their respective goals.  
 
Influx of Chadian refugees  
Following the attack by Chadian rebels on Adre (Chad), refugees from Chad have started entering into 
Sudan. Their number is reported to be about 2,700. They are mostly from Arab, Mararite, Burgo and Massalit 
tribes. Presently, these are located at a place east of Tandulti. 
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New arrivals in Zalingei 
A new camp accommodating 3,609 newly-arrived Arab Hotiya IDPs (893 families) has been established at 
Taiba village on the outskirts of Zalingei town, towards the AU base on eastern side of the road running 
towards Nertiti. However, HAC recently informed that the Zalingei Security Committee does not consider the 
Taiba site viable due to the proximity between Fur IDPs in Hamedity and Arab IDPs in Taiba. This news 
comes after a month of intensive work by UN agencies and NGOs to respond to the needs of the new 
arrivals. It remains unclear whether the Government authorities intend to propose an alternative site and, if 
so, how they propose to establish the required services. To date, IRC has fulfilled an essential camp 
coordination role with respect to Taiba but informed that they cannot assume this role over the long term.  
 
Another 2,128 Fur IDPs (645 families) arrived in Zalingei to avoid getting caught up in the inter-Arab fighting 
involving Aballa vs. Hotiya. The vast majority of Fur arrivals were accommodated in Hamediya camp, but 
small-scale arrivals were also noted in the other camps, including of Fur origin arriving from the south, from 
locations around Treje and Abinay to which there had previously been some tentative seasonal returns. 
Renewed fighting erupted on 31 December when Aballa tribesmen came into contact with Hotiya guarding 
their cattle in the wadi, approximately 17-20 kilometres from Zalingei towards Abata. The AU responded and 
quickly reported that this clash had been quelled with no reported fatalities.  
 
Assessment of Arab communities 
On 18 December 2005, a meeting was held among UN agencies and NGOs to discuss the possibility of 
conducting an assessment mission to Arab communities in the areas of Mornei (Dul Ellaham, Zeinah, Habila-
Kanari, Mugarni and Magmari) and Krenek (Tarshanah and Galala). There were previous meetings with Arab 
umdas regarding the history and background of the inhabitants in those areas. It was agreed that an inter-
agency mission will visit Dul Ellaham and Zeinah when the security situation allows and assessment missions 
to other areas will follow. The assessment team comprises UNHCR, UNICEF, OCHA, WHO, WFP, Tearfund, 
HelpAge, CONCERN and MedAir. The team will assess the needs of the community as well as obtain 
historical background information on the original inhabitants of the area and the issue of land occupation.  
 
Mission to Krenek 
On 12 December 2005, UNHCR staff from El Geneina conducted a mission to Krenek by helicopter for 
general assessment. The security situation in the area has deteriorated and attacks and security incidents 
are very frequent. There was an attack on two IDP sheiks by military from a nearby base on 9 December and 
there was an attack on six women collecting firewood near Krenek on 10 December. UNHCR spoke with a 
number of sheiks about the situation in their villages of origin.  The presence of Arab nomad groups in their 
villages of origin continues, despite attempts by the sheiks and government officials to negotiate the 
departure of these groups. The sheiks noted that they had repeatedly asked the Government for help, 
considering that the Government is frequently making public statements that IDPs should be willing to return 
to their villages. UNHCR obtained names and details of occupied villages for inclusion in regular monitoring. 
 
New arrivals at Riyad camp 
It was reported that 20 new families arrived in Riyad camp near El Geneina and that an estimated 80 families 
(including the 20 already reported), were intending to get into the camp to settle. The families are from the 
precincts of El Geneina and allegedly moved from their former settlements because the Zaghawa tribe 
destroyed their crops. It was however noted that the position of HAC was not to accept them in the camp. 
The IDPs in the camp are also not willing to welcome them. OCHA, WFP and UNHCR have agreed to sit 
down with the IDPs to resolve the issue.  
 
Crop destruction 
Many parts of West Darfur have suffered from crop destruction, especially those areas where it has led to 
violence against farmers who tried to prevent it. It has also resulted in secondary displacement. The most 
seriously affected area, which was also the first destroyed, seems to be the Seleha Administrative Unit of 
Kulbus locality. In October, the systematic destruction of the crops in the Manjura cluster (west of Seleha), 
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and the violence associated with it, prompted all villagers to move to Seleha town and towards the Chadian 
border. Reports indicate that most of these people have returned back to their villages in the Manjura cluster 
but that the situation remains extremely volatile and unsettled.  
 
Agencies involved in food security have tried to contain this negative trend by involving nomads in food 
programmes, reviving traditional systems and creating inter-ethnic agricultural committees. This proved to be 
only partially successful as large numbers of nomads could not be engaged; it was more successful where a 
permanent presence of an international agency was ensured. Recently, UNHCR has provided the 
Government with a list of five locations, identified in coordination with the West Darfur Returns Working 
Group and villagers, where the presence of police could help improve the security situation and contain crop 
destruction. Farmers have also tried to come up with practical solutions to prevent crop destruction. In 
addition to reviving traditional structures and systems locally, in a number of cases (e.g. in Azerni), the 
farmers have paid money to the local semi-settled Arab communities in exchange for physical protection of 
their crops from the camel herders. Reportedly, in Mornei the farmers’ association has provided fuel to the 
police to “fund” their patrols around the fields. Early harvests have also been carried out in many locations. 
This, however, will probably have an impact on the quality and quantity of the yield. It is evident that the 
success of the farming season will have a crucial impact on the ability of rural villagers, returnees and other 
farmers to become more self-sustained in the new year. Addressing this problem should thus be a priority for 
both the Government and the international community. The authorities of West Darfur believe that 
approximately 20 percent of the crops have been destroyed.  
 
Returns Working Group 
On 18 December, at the El Geneina Returns Working Group, UNHCR gave a brief update on discussions at 
the Khartoum level with regard to return and reintegration in Darfur and advised that IOM, OCHA and 
UNHCR are working in Khartoum on the finalization of two modules – the first one on the criteria/procedures 
for assistance to spontaneous returns and the second on principles governing the Returns Working Groups in 
the different States. With regard to food assistance to returns, UNHCR informed that it was agreed with WFP 
in El Geneina and Nyala that assistance for post rainy-season returnees, as a separate category, will be 
provided as long as old ration cards are surrendered. Food assistance will be provided until the returnees 
become self-sufficient (i.e. WFP will carry out an assessment to determine the level of self-sufficiency to 
determine whether food assistance will continue). The same procedure applies for returns from Chad. For 
inhabitants of rural villages, including pre-rainy season returnees, disengagement from food rations will start 
after results of food security assessments currently being carried out.  
 
Bilateral Committee on Returns for West Darfur 
On 18 December 2005, UNHCR El Geneina met with the HAC Commissioner West Darfur to discuss various 
issues regarding returns in West Darfur. The following were discussed: 

 Government-organized returns from South to West Darfur: HAC informed that now that there is a 
new State Cabinet in place and that the locality Commissioners have been appointed (they were 
sworn in on 15 December) more attention will be given to this issue. HAC believes that funds for the 
implementation of the plan submitted by HAC to the Wali may be released as early as 15 January. 
Lists are being compiled in Nyala and shared with IOM and UNHCR, although no concrete dates for 
the movements have been set and logistical arrangements have not yet started. 

 Police deployment proposed by West Darfur Returns Working Group: The West Darfur Returns 
Working Group proposal for police deployment in five locations which was submitted to HAC has 
been shared with the Wali who has welcomed it as a good initiative. UNHCR emphasized the need 
to coordinate with UNHCR and to involve the village representatives before any actual deployment 
takes place.  

 Current structure of HAC in West Darfur and LoU Bilateral Committees at different levels: For 
the Zalingei corridor, Jamal Suleiman, Deputy of the HAC, is the HAC Commissioner. He indicated 
that for the time being, LoU Bilateral Committees can function only in El Geneina and Zalingei as the 
other HAC representatives (e.g. in Nertiti, Mukjar, Wadi Saleh) do not have the authority to be in the 
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bilateral. UNHCR, however, will continue to liaise and interact with the various HAC representatives 
at the locality level but not within the framework of the bilateral. 

 Impact of implementation of activities in rural villages and possible implications: UNHCR 
shared some concerns arising from the implementation of activities in the villages of origin/return. In 
particular, after the rehabilitation of a school in Kabar, UNHCR is concerned that the Arab population 
of the surrounding damras may move closer and squat in this partially-inhabited village (the majority 
of the population is still displaced in Chad). The HAC gave his full commitment in preventing this 
from happening. UNHCR is also concerned about reports of rehabilitation activities in the villages in 
the Habila area by international NGOs being to convince people to return. The HAC stated that he 
would intervene to stop such practices.  

 Identification of sites in case of large-scale movements from Chad: The HAC suggested joint 
HAC/UNHCR missions to possible suitable areas. He indicated areas such as the Wadi Azum area 
between Um Kher and Foro Baranga (Um Jukuty in particular) as suitable places in addition to Um 
Baru (North Darfur). 

 
Child protection 
On 10 December, AU CivPol conducted child protection training in Masteri with 40 participants from AU 
CivPol. The training focused on the implications of children as care givers/supporters to the elderly or as 
recipients of care as dependents of the elderly. This kind of training is meant to enhance protection 
methodologies for preventive and responsive intervention and follow-up as well as sensitize all involved in the 
handling of issues related to child protection. 
 
Increase in gender-based violence   
According to reports there was a large increase in the number of gender-based violence attacks reported in 
September and October 2005 in and outside Mornei camp. Save the Children-US has documented some 18 
cases of sexual assaults, only three of which were reported to the authorities, while UNMIS has evidence of 
33 victims who have filed claims with the police. The reasons for the increase in attacks can be traced to a 
general decrease in security outside the camp which coincided with the seasonal movement of Arab nomads 
from south West Darfur to north West Darfur and is coupled with another movement of Arabs south from Um 
Tujok (north of Zalingei) to locations approximately 15-20 kilometres away from Mornei following inter-Arab 
fighting. Subsequently, UNHCR met with and briefed the members of the Sub-Joined Implementing 
Mechanism (Sub-JIM) on Human Rights investigating the situation in Mornei. The Sub-JIM is composed of 
UNMIS and members representing the Government, drawn from the Human Rights Advisory Council, the 
Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of the Interior. The Sub-JIM will issue a report when the investigation is 
completed.   
 
Gender-based violence referral pathways 
Gender-based violence referral pathways for Krenek, Morni, Ardamata, Riyad, Dorti and Krinding 1 IDP 
camps in El Geneina area have been finalized following discussions and deliberations at the Protection and 
Gender-Based Violence Working Groups. The referral pathways designate roles and responsibilities for each 
individual or agency involved in the response to individual gender-based violence survivors. The major 
principle that is central to the referral pathway is that throughout every step of the process the survivor’s 
wishes need to be sought and respected. The pathways are developed in conjunction with women in the 
community to ensure that the system reflects their needs as well as available resources in each community. 
In the El Geneina camps, the sheikhs provided feedback and have endorsed the referral pathways. 
Subsequently, meetings were organized for the community and the service providers (CivPol, UNMIS, 
UNHCR, medical service providers, women’s centres and camp coordinators) to give all actors the 
opportunity to clarify their role in supporting gender-based violence survivors. The next steps will involve 
further familiarization for field staff and community members. 
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West Darfur Committee Against Sexual and Gender-Based Violence 
On 14 December, UNHCR participated in a meeting of the Committee Against Sexual and Gender-Based 
Violence with the Deputy Wali, officials from National Security, the State Police, HAC, other UN agencies and 
NGOs. During the meeting, the Deputy Wali explained that the West Darfur authorities have adopted a “zero 
tolerance” gender-based violence policy and that they are seeking to implement an immediate plan of action 
that consists, among other measures, of hiring new female police officers. In that regard, he requested the 
cooperation of UN agencies and others to: (a) raise awareness of gender-based violence among the 
community, (b) provide training on gender-based violence to the police, judiciary and others and (c) facilitate 
the work of Government investigators on gender-based violence crimes by assisting them with transport 
when needed. Much discussion was spent on urging the Government to adopt a survivor rights-based 
approach in dealing with gender-based violence crimes.   
 
Patrolling of camps 
UN CivPol commenced 24-hour patrolling in Hamediya and Hassa Hissa camps on 16 December 2005, 
working alongside the Government police and without the presence of the AU Protection Force. There have 
been mixed responses from the IDPs, welcoming the initiative but expressing their continued lack of trust in 
the Government police. The Protection Working Group has encouraged CivPol to remain alert to the 
concerns of the IDPs but to continue their efforts at visible cooperation and inclusion of Government police.  
 
Fuel efficient stoves project 
The UNHCR fuel efficient stoves project in Krenek was viewed as a success and was proposed for 
replication in other camps. USAID has requested NGOs with interest on fuel efficient stoves projects to 
approach them for funding. Fuel efficient stoves are not only a major way of combating gender-based 
violence by reducing dependency on firewood and the risk involved in its collection, but also as a more 
sustainable way of ensuring efficiency of fuel and therefore reducing the degradation of forests. FAO has 
announced that it has the budget to fund more projects to increase the coverage of fuel efficient stoves in 
camps in West Darfur, but the problem is the lack of partners who can undertake these activities. 
 
SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Population movements 
UNHCR Nyala has been approached by the HAC West Darfur office in South Darfur which claimed that there 
are about 1,900 families who want to go back to their villages in West Darfur. IOM and UNHCR had a 
meeting with the sheikhs who represented the community and found that they were not able to be registered 
during the head count and, as they do not receive any assistance, would like to go to West Darfur. Interviews 
with the families will verify the information given by the sheikhs.  
 
Kalma camp 
Two incidents were reported in Kalma camp. The first concerned four women from Sector 7 who were 
kidnapped and raped by Arabs militias while fetching firewood at Kandorwa. The second concerned the theft 
of two cows by IDPs from Sector 1. The AU plans to hold a meeting with the sheikhs to discuss the issue as 
the local population is threatening to attack the IDPs if they continue to steal cows. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 4 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 16,684,051 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 

Security 
The overall situation in eastern Chad remains calm, but it is reported that deserters are still present in the 
area of Guereda and that janjaweed incursions from Sudan continue between Adre and Ade. Through a 
press release made on 23 December 2005 by the Minister of Communication and Spokesman, the 
Government of Chad declared itself in a “state of belligerence” with the Government of Sudan which it holds 
responsible for the attack on the town of Adre (about 30 kilometres from El Geneina in Sudan) on 17-18 
December. Heavy exchange of fire took place on 17 December and continued until the morning of 18 
December between the Chadian opposition groups/Tama tribe/Chadian deserters and the Chadian army. 
The local population in the Adre area fled towards south West Darfur. It was reported that during the attack, 
175 Chadians from the opposition groups were taken prisoner. The number of killed persons is still to be 
confirmed. The incident aroused tension between Sudan and Chad, the latter accusing the former of hosting 
rebels if not supporting them. Besides reinforcing its troops in the border area, Chad is using these events to 
lobby against Sudan’s upcoming tenure of the AU presidency. The overall situation is now calm, but marked 
by a significant deployment of troops and military equipment in the border area with Adre. Fear of further 
confrontations is perceptible and numerous Gorane, Zaghawa and some natives of Adre have been vacating 
the town.  
 
In southern Chad, the security situation has been calm in the department of Nya-Pendé, but a military 
regiment from Wour has been deployed at Yamodo, Beboto and Doba following information denouncing the 
presence in the area of Colonel Mbailemal with his rebels and of the insurgents who attacked two military 
settlements in N’Djamena on the night of 13 November 2005. The insurgents are reportedly looking for ways 
to cross into the CAR. 
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
Population movements 
With mounting tensions in El Geneina in Sudan and increased militarization in Adre, some refugees and local 
inhabitants along the border have moved further inland. Some 60 Chadians living in the border area 
surrounding Adre, probably family members of Government loyalists combating rebels along the border, fled 
to Hadjer Hadid fearing retaliation. They are being looked after by the Prefecture and the Chadian Red Cross 
Federation. There has also been news of movements of populations south of Adre. ICRC believes that the 
movement concerns probably around 10,000 IDPs centred around Koloye and Goundou south of Adre and 
around Goz Bagar and Laiouna north of Ade. Furthermore, the number of refugees along the border area on 
the southern axis is reported to have doubled, going from about 950 to about 1,716. Lists established by 
refugee leaders will be looked at closely when the security situation allows resumption of border monitoring 
activities in the area. 
 
Meanwhile, movement to Gaga refugee camp from Mornei IDP camp in Sudan is on the increase. The 
number of new arrivals as of 26 December 2005 stands at 742 (190 families). The arrivals cite poor levels of 
assistance in Mornei IDP camp as the main reason for traveling to Gaga. 
 
Border monitoring 
Following alarming information received from UNDSS in Sudan whereby 3,000 to 5,000 Sudanese refugees 
wishing to cross to Sudan were blocked between Bamina and Tine, a team of UNHCR El Geneina staff 
visited the area but could not find evidence in support of the claim. 
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Registration 
A review of the whole process of registration in eastern Chad has been carried out, leading to a plan whereby 
all steps of the operation should be completed by April 2006. Meanwhile, the Protection staff of UNHCR 
offices in Farchana and Abeche organized a workshop for CNAR (national refugee authority in Chad) staff on 
23 December 2005. The training focused on the concept and categories of family reunification as well as on 
interviewing techniques in the context of the on-going regularization exercise. 
 
Camp security 
Refugees in the northern camps are at loggerheads with local authorities because the administration of 
Biltine has started requesting refugees involved in small trade to pay taxes. UNHCR insists that levies should 
be at the same level as those imposed on Chadian traders and that the terms and payment modalities of the 
taxes should be explained to refugees beforehand. 
 
Coordination 
On 23 December 2005, the Governor of Wadi Fira hosted the monthly coordination meeting with 
administrative authorities, UN agencies and NGOs undertaking humanitarian activities in the region. The 
major recommendations made were: allow refugees to circulate freely within Chad, but for movements across 
departments, they must bear a permit to travel issued by CNAR; sensitize refugees to movements to and 
from Sudan with the warning to see one’s refugee status withdrawn in case of infringement of the rules; 
intensify sensitization both at refugee camp level and at local community level to soothe mounting tensions 
between the two communities; extend sensitization to refugees living in the border area through a team led 
by UNHCR and comprising UN agencies, administrative authorities and CNAR.  
 
Assistance to detained refugees 
UNHCR Abeche visited detainees in Biltine prison on 23 December 2005 and provided food supplements to 
a refugee with tuberculosis. Medicines were donated to the Biltine hospital to support medical assistance 
activities for detainees. 
 
Child protection 
The last phase of child protection training has been completed for the 12 camps in eastern Chad and one 
camp in the south.  
 
Psychosocial sessions for traumatized children 
The psychosocial partner based in Hadjer Hadid, HIAS, reported that their recent findings indicate significant 
levels of trauma among children. In this respect, HIAS has organized psychosocial sessions to help them 
better share their stories and experiences. Counselling is offered through a variety of activities including art, 
sports and games. Parents are invited to accompany their children to some of the sessions during individual 
or group counselling. 
 
Tracing and reunification of separated children 
ICRC, in coordination with child protection partners, have traced and reunified 16 children with their parents 
in Farchana, Gaga, Touloum and Iridimi camps. Furthermore, ICRC has started furnishing UNHCR with lists 
of separated children on the fifth of every month following the Memorandum of Understanding recently signed 
between UNHCR, ICRC and UNICEF.  
 
Activities for the youth 
HIAS has initiated a youth newsletter with refugee youngsters. The first issue of the newsletter in Bredguine 
and Tredguine has been entitled “Land of Darfur.” The name has been reached after long discussions 
between the youth and the elders. The youth had initially titled the journal “Peace in Darfur,” but the leaders 
rejected the name because there is not yet peace in Darfur. The journal is supported by HIAS and serves 
both as a psychosocial tool and as light reading. It includes issues arising from day-to-day life in the refugee 
camp, questions and jokes. 
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“Reflection Group” 
A group named “Reflection Group” has been established in Farchana and Gaga camps. The group will be a 
refugee advisory group for community services activities and will play an important role in problem solving. 
There are 14 participants including women, youth, disabled, elderly and teachers. A similar group made of 
women of different ages is in place in Djabal and Goz Amir camps. The two groups have organized inter-
camp visits. This initiative helps refugees learn from each other and share experiences on issues of common 
interest. 
 
Income generating activities  
Implementing partner Premiere Urgence at Hadger Hadid (Farchana) reported that distribution of chickens 
from their poultry project has started. A total of 1,800 chickens will be distributed to families enrolled in the 
poultry project. Each family will receive five chickens. Premiere Urgence has also embarked on the second 
phase of the construction of fuel efficient stoves in Bredguine and Tredguine. The aim is to have one stove 
per family. Sensitization will continue in the surrounding villages for the local population. 
 

 
Sudanese refugee women using fuel efficient stoves in Iridimi camp, eastern Chad. 

Photo: UNHCR/K. McKinsey 
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
New refugee site at Gondje  
UNHCR has opened a new refugee site at Gondje, near Gore, the main city in southern Chad, to cope with 
refugees from the CAR who started crossing the border in early June to seek safety from general lawlessness 
and instability in the north of the country. The new site can accommodate 18,000 refugees as well as offer 
space for agricultural activities. Over the next couple of months, all the group of post-June arrivals will be 
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progressively transferred to the new site, with three convoys a week carrying a total of about 1,000-1,200 
refugees. The total number of refugees at Gondje now stands at 2,154 (555 families). 
 
Amboko site was initially intended for 20,000 refugees who fled the CAR in 2003. It was overburdened with the 
recent arrivals, reaching a total population of 26,246, including 13,826 who arrived before June 2005 and are in 
the village and 12,420 who arrived after June. The recent arrivals were also occupying land reserved for 
agricultural activities by the existing camp population to help them become more self-reliant and reduce their 
dependence on humanitarian assistance, as prospects for voluntary repatriation are currently slim. There have 
been no recent reports of fresh arrivals from the CAR, but according to local authorities, a further 3,500 
refugees are reported to be staying in villages near the CAR border.  
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 4 January 2006 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 51,116,400  


