
 

 

KENYA: FLOODS, LANDSLIDES & CONFLICTS 28 November 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
The Operations Update No. 2/2008 reflects the information available at this time: 
 
 Kenya Red Cross launched a Preliminary Appeal No. 3/2008 targeting Ksh.585, 839,514 (CHF 6,657,407, 

USD 7,510,763) that will assist 300,000 beneficiaries for 3 months.  
 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  
 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org. 

Phone 254.20.395 0000. Fax 254.20.60.35.89. 
 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 

kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org  Phone 254.20.395 0000. Fax 254.20.60.35.89. 
 Mrs. Annette Msabeni, Acting Head of Department, Disaster Preparedness and Response, Kenya Red Cross 

Society; Email msabeni.annette@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.395 0000. Fax 254.20.60.35.89. 
 Mr. Titus Mung’ou, Public Relations & Communications Officer, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email 

info@kenyaredcross.org . Phone 254.20.395 0000. Fax 254.20.60.35.89. 
 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the most 
vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society programmes or 
operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red Cross Society Website at 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
 
Most parts of the country did not record heavy rains and flooding as in the past few weeks. However, 
hundreds of people displaced by floods are still in temporary shelters as the water level in affected areas 
has not subsided significantly. The impact of floods is expected to be experienced for the next three 
months.  
 
The situation is complex in Mandera and Meru where more people were displaced as a result of conflicts. 
The aftermath of floods in Mandera was compounded by further movements of populations following the 
abduction of two Catholic nuns and beefing up of security in the area. 
 
With some of the post election violence victims still displaced and the current situation, the Kenya Red 
Cross joined other humanitarian agencies during the launch of the United Nations Consolidated Appeal 
2009, dubbed Emergency Response Plan, whose aim is to find lasting solutions and enhancement of
disaster preparedness. 
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Situation  
 
 

  
Floods in Budalang’i 
 
Eastern 
Calm has returned to Meru following border clashes in Tharaka and Tigania districts. Security forces are 
keeping vigil in the area and more than 8,000 people have returned to their homes but at least 2000 
others are still in camps along the border.   
 
Coast 
In Garsen, most farms are still waterlogged. However, water levels in River Tana are reducing.  Kenya 
Red Cross officials in Ijara and Garissa are assisting the affected people. 
 
North Eastern 
In Mandera District, especially El Wak and its environs, a night curfew is still in force after weeks of 
clan conflict. The situation is calm, but a number of people have fled the area in fear of security 
operations and are living in camps such as Kotulo, Borehole 11 and Tabaka. 
 
In Wajir East, there has been tension between the residents and displaced people moving from Elwak and 
Mandera. About 530 people are in Wajir town after fleeing from skirmishes in Mandera and 115 families 
have been putting up with host families for the last three weeks.  In Kutulo Mandera 236 families have 
been affected with 2,088 people staying in various camps. 
 
The District Security Committee has instructed people fleeing from Mandera to return to their homes. 
Kenya Red Cross has distributed 200 family kits to the displaced families from Mandera. Response 
activities are in progress in Wajir. They include medical outreach services, mass treatment of wells and 
supply of clean water.   
 
North Rift 
Maize harvesting is underway in most parts of the region after a month-long delay due to heavy rains and 
flooding in some parts of the region.  
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Nyanza/Western 
In Kuria, tribal clan clashes were reported in Kuria East and Kuria West districts. The situation is calm. 
The area has been experiencing clan conflicts over cattle-rustling. At least three people were reported 
dead and 21 others injured.  
 
Rains in Nyanza/Western Region subsided, but many people displaced by floods are still in camps. In 
Budalang’i, the flood-water levels have reduced from 4.8m to 2.8m.  
 
Most of the land submerged by floods on the southern dyke is dry, but the northern dyke is waterlogged. 
There are fears of malarial outbreaks due to stagnant water in the area. Almost all camps can access 
clean water. Kenya Red Cross is working with the Ministry of Health to establish mobile medical 
outreach to camps far from health facilities. 
 

 
Impact of floods in Budalang’i farmlands 
 
 
Red Cross Action – Objectives and Progress 
 
Objective 1: To provide food and non-food items to flood, conflict and drought 
affected communities totalling 300,000 persons and enhance early recovery. 
 
There is need for more Unimix for children in Budalang’i. Tarpaulins, mosquito nets, sanitary towels and 
panties for women are also inadequate. Items needed are 6,000 bags of maize, 600 bags of beans and 900 
cartons of vegetable oil.  Kenya Red Cross distributed tarpaulins, kitchen sets, bar soaps, mosquito nets, 
blankets and sanitary towels to victims. Some 10 super structures mobiletes, Aqua tabs, family tents and 
collapsible jerrycans have also been availed. 
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In Meru, the Kenya Red Cross and the Ministry of Health treated 1,600 victims of clashes and referred 
18 others. The victims are in dire need for toilet facilities for both victims and security officers manning 
the area. Distribution of tarpaulins, blankets, mosquito nets, chicken sets, bar soaps and Unimix to the 
victims, is underway. 
 
In Wajir, water treatment plant has purified about 502,000litres and distributed 482,000litres of water. 
Delivery has been done to 35 centres in six locations in Central Division through four water trucks and 
donkey carts. Over 3,675 wells were chlorinated and the exercise is ongoing. Aqua tabs were also 
distributed to 228 families.  
 
Kenya Red Cross unveiled a plan to continue distributing food to flood victims in Mandera town. 
Two trucks to assist in the distribution of the food and the trucks should be in the branch by the weekend. 
 
Kenya Red Cross is assisting victims of floods in Mandera by distributing relief supplies and medication 
through health outreach programmes.  
 
In the flood affected areas in the country, Kenya Red Cross Health team is monitoring and addressing the 
situation. 
 
 
Objective 2: To contribute to reduction mortalities and morbidities caused by 
conflict floods and landslides by provision of preventive community health and 
basic clinical care to the flood affected population. 
 
Kenya Red Cross has dispatched drugs and sprayers to Wajir. A medical outreach team is based in Bula 
Isiolo. There are no adequate drugs in the district, and there are plans to relocate the stock in Mandera.  
The Society is liaising with the Ministry of Health in Wajir East in supporting health facilities.  
 
The Regional office has sent two more health workers to boost aid in the outreach programme in Wajir. 
About 364 of people treated mainly of malaria and diarrhoea. Health education and sanitation in hygiene 
was given to 40 people. Public health, distribution of Aqua tabs and 77 patients were dewormed. In 
Mandera, toilet construction is ongoing, but there is need for more Aqua tabs. 
 
 
Objective 3: To provide access to safe water for domestic use, sanitation facilities 
and hygiene promotion 
  
In North Eastern, Kenya Red Cross is assisting victims of floods and clan conflicts by distributing relief 
supplies and medication through health outreach programmes. The Society unveiled a plan to continue 
distributing food for flood victims in Mandera town.  Toilet construction is ongoing, while there is need 
for more aqua tabs in the district. 
 
 
Objective 04: To enhance communication and awareness. 
 
The media continued to cover items on the launch of a Preliminary Appeal to assist victims of floods and 
conflicts. More articles were on the UTU Scheme and status of floods in the country.  
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Partnership and Coordination 
 
The National Society’s Branches in the affected districts have conducted assessments together with the 
local authorities under the District Steering Group. The National Society’s Secretary General has been in 
touch with the concerned ministries in Government and the local administration in the flooded areas to 
facilitate easy assistance to the people who have been affected. Food dispatches to inaccessible and 
marooned areas are now ongoing with the involvement of the military helicopters and other logistical 
support.  
 
The Kenya Red Cross is a member of Kenya Food Security Meeting, which is the main organ for 
coordination of food security matters. The National Society is also the lead agency in emergency 
operations in affected areas. In fulfilling its mandate of alleviating human suffering, the National Society 
works closely with the Government, World Food Programme (WFP) and other humanitarian 
organizations in all food security matters. At the district level, the Kenya Red Cross Branches are 
members of the District Steering Group (DSG) and are involved in carrying rapid assessments.  
 
The Society co-chairs the Rapid-Onset Disaster Committee with the Office of the President. The 
Committee is a body that also comprises international NGOs, UN agencies and government ministries. 
The government has food stocks that will be mobilized to assist people in the affected areas, while the 
Kenya Red Cross may seek local donor support to meet the needs of the displaced and affected people.    
Kenya Red Cross has built up its preparedness and response capacity from challenges and experiences of 
past disaster operations. All mitigation programmes are designed with sufficient consultation at 
community level, using and enhancing community structures where possible, and ensuring an equal 
representation of men and women at decision-making bodies. 
 
Other partnering organizations and the Government have also responded in Budalangi   by giving 1000 
bags of maize 600 bags of rice, 100 bags of beans, 60 cartons and 60 cartons of cooking oil has also 
responded to the disaster by giving 60 bags of maize.  
 
 
 
 
 


