
 
 

DRT Completes Mission In Peru 
 

After 10 days of operating from the Pisco Air Base located in Southern Peru, the 
DHL Disaster Response Team (DRT) for the Americas has completed a successful 
mission.  Two teams were deployed to manage the surge in inbound freight sent by 
national and international Aid agencies, governments, churches, NGOs and private 
citizens. In common with other recent disasters, the first day was spent buying, 
hiring or borrowing warehouse equipment, and then it was a case of palletizing and 
consolidating all the freight by product. Together with the local labor provided, it took 
the DRT 5-6 long days to stabilize the situation by getting hundreds of tons of food, 
clothes, water, tents, blankets, etc onto pallets. Once this was done, it was possible 
to take an inventory, and move goods out quickly when they were needed. After the 
initial influx of aircraft, most goods came in by truck: 40ft trailers loose-loaded with 
4000 boxes of galletas (cookies), 2500 cases of soya oil, or 500 sacks of rice.     
 

 
The first day – no pallets and mixed products 



 
Just 3 days later – Virgilio and Rosibel hard at work 
 
When leaving Pisco on August 30th, the final numbers were: 
 

• 2740 total tons of material arrived at the warehouses and processed by DRT 
• 2107 tons of material shipped out from warehouse to impacted areas 
• 98 planes received by DRT 
• 110 trucks received by DRT 

 
Between 500 and 600 tons of material remained in inventory with a mix of products 
that included fortified cookies, tents, rice, corn meal, 60,000 litres of bottled water, 
health kits, medical supplies, diapers, and many more non-food and shelter items.    
 
On the DRT’s departure, the Peruvian Civil Defense Force “INDECI” took over the 
operation.  The DRT provided warehouse and inventory management training and 
latest reports indicate they are continuing the operation as planned. 
 
Some of the items we saw: Cooking pots, ladles, Gas bottles, Loudhailers, sleeping 
bags, Gas stoves, generators, new clothes of every kind, rice, lentils, pasta, dried 
milk, canned milk, milk in bags, water in bags, water in bottles of every size, bread, 
bins, mattresses, sleeping mats, coffins, body bags, rubbish bags, shoes, boots, 
toilet paper, diapers, hygiene kits, toothpaste, matches, soap, candles, deodorant, 
shampoo, margarine, Soya oil, folding beds, cheese, green peas, rubber gloves, 
tarpaulins, mixed medicines, surgical gloves, tents, shelter rolls, water cans, tools, 
and many tons of old clothes.  
 
On the last day, the DRT paid a visit to San Clemente to see first-hand what was left 
after the earthquake as well as to meet with some of the local residents.  The DRT 
was shown around by Judd Johnson of Samaritan’s Purse – a US based non-profit 
organization which built 126 soup kitchens throughout the town – to learn more 
about the impact that the delivery of relief items were having on the citizens of Ica 
province.  This was a great way for the DRT to see first-hand how their long hours in 
warehouses were making a real difference to people who were reliant on the relief 
items.   
 



  

 
The DRT visits a soup-kitchen in San Clemente set up by Samaritan’s Purse 
 
Finally, thanks are due to many people who supported this effort, from those who 
deployed, to those who supported team members who were deployed.  Special 
thanks also goes out to the DHL teams in Peru for making the DRT feel welcomed 
and for lending a hand as well.  
 
A photo archive will be made available on the Corporate Intranet over the next week.  
Should you have any immediate requests for images, please send a description of 
what you need to Jessica.Merz@dhl.com
 
Thank you again for your invaluable support. 
 
DHL Global Forwarding, Peru: Gino Roberti, Arturo De La Torre, Patricia 
Vallejos, Mariana Ponce, Nicolas Rocca, Edda Espinoza, Alberto Uribe, Sylvia 
Rubio, Luis Guillen, Diego del Rosario, Cristian Herrera, Federico Tavella, 
Marco Acosta, Luis Izaguirre, Martin Caldas, Edgardo Sifuentes, Juan Toralva, 
Carol Lopez, Daniel Nomura, Jorge Joya. 
 
DHL Express, Peru: 5 volunteers 
Proctor and Gamble, Peru: Jose-Luis Johan and 10 volunteers 
DHL Americas: Michelle Hunt, Thorsten Hoenow, Ana Calderon, Lori Folts 
DPWN, Bonn: James Buchanan 
 

Disaster Response Team members: 
 
Chris Weeks (DHL EECC) Jack Faulhaber (DHL US), Sergio Barquet (DHL MX); 
Jessica Merz (DHL US); Gilberto Castro (DHL PA) Joe Galanti (DHL US); 
Jonathan Riggs (DHL PA); Abel Artigas (DHL PA); Rosibel Gonzalez (DHL PA); 
Monica Ramirez (DHL CR); Jorge Rodriguez (DHL PA); Virgilio Moreno (DHL 
PA); Henry BARAN (DHL GT); Gabriela SORDO (DHL MX)  
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                                          Wave One Aug 18 – 25th 
 

                                                             
                                              Wave Two Aug 24th - 30th

 
 


