
 
 

EUROPE’S SUMMER 
FLOODS & FIRES 

6 September 2005 

The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 181 countries.  

In Brief 

This Information Bulletin provides an overview of Red Cross response to a summer of devastation across 
several countries in Europe, particularly floods in Central and Southern Europe as well as floods  and forest 
fires in Western Europe. <For Europe operation reports page click here> 

For further information: 
• Regional Delegation, Budapest, Slobodanka Curic, Regional Disaster Management Coordinator; email: 

ifrchu41@ifrc.org, phone: + 387 59 260 383, mobile: + 387 65 665 747 
• In Geneva: Erja Reinikainen, Federation Regional Officer, Europe Department, Geneva: email: 

erja.reinikainen@ifrc.org,  phone: + 41 22 730 49 13; fax: +41 22 733 03 95 
 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable.  For support to or for 
further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for a full description of 
the national society profile, please access the Federation’s website at http://www.ifrc.org  
 
 
Catalogue of devastation 
 
Romania: The latest floods over a four-month period caused deaths in the Transylvania region taking the toll to 
67 since April. There are also reports of people missing. The government estimates damage to more than CHF2 
billion. 20,000 homes are inundated and 1,000 bridges are damaged. Up to now Romania has suffered six 
consecutive waves of flooding bringing many communities to their needs. Hundreds of communities have been 
affected and large scale evacuations have taken place. Power cuts were widespread and safe drinking water 
supplies were often limited. 
 
Bulgaria: Over the past three months, bad weather has affected 2 million people, killed 20 and caused 20,000 
homeless. Government estimates of damage reach CHF800 million. Huge amounts of farmland and infrastructure 
(including railways) have been damaged or destroyed. 27 municipalities in Bulgaria were affected. Severe damage 
to public and private buildings (over 48,425 in total) was reported as well as more than 70 destroyed and damaged 
bridges. Water supply systems were disrupted and 28 dikes and dams were damaged. 
 
 
 

http://www.ifrc.org
http://www.ifrc.org/where/europe.asp
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Serbia and Montenegro: Heavy rains in April 
and melting snow in the Carpathian Mountains of 
Romania, caused the river Tamis on the 
Romanian/Serbian border to rise rapidly. As a 
consequence, on 20 April flood waters spilled 
over river banks and broke the dikes on the 
Romanian side of the river, flooding the area of 
Jasa Tomic village in Serbia . The village, in the 
municipality of Secanj, in eastern Vojvodina 
province, has 2,996 inhabitants, of whom 60 
percent are elderly and 40 percent depend on 
agriculture for their livelihood. Approximately 
700 houses were flooded and 130 destroyed.  
 
Austria: Heavy machinery combined with 
volunteers’ bare hands as a major relief operation 
swung into operation. Early government 
estimates put the damage into the millions of 
Euros. 

Heavy rainfalls led to serious floods and mudflows in south and west Austria  during the last days. Many road 
connections are still partly cut off, train connections are seriously disrupted, phone and mobile phone lines are 
disconnected. 

In some areas communication is only possible through radio by relief units. Communication between the operation 
leaders at the Austrian RC Headquarters and the valleys cut off by the floods could only be maintained via short 
wave radio. The weather has meanwhile improved; the floods have gone back in many areas and the Austrian RC 
continues to meet the needs of victims.  
 
Switzerland: Rain has eased and response has shifted from relief to cleanup. Local residents and tourists fled 
surging waters and sought refuge as parts of the country were cut off for up to five days. Helicopters were the most 
visible part of a comprehensive response. Two Swiss fire fighters were among those killed. Flooding also caused 
earth tremors. Damage in Switzerland is estimated at CHF1.3 billion plus. 
 
Germany: Southern Germany also suffered with flooding causing destruction and closing rail tracks. One man 
was reported drowned. Damage is estimated at CHF150 million. 
 
Heavy rain (more than 150 litres of water/sqm within 48 hrs) during recent days caused enormous flooding in the 
south of Germany (southern Bavaria). A state of emergency has been proclaimed in the districts of Garmisch 
Partenkirchen, Oberallgäu, Bad Tölz, Miesbach and in the towns of Kempten (Allgäu) and Ausgburg. Mainly 
affected are the areas near the borders with Austria and Switzerland (also affected by floods and landslides). 
Heavily affected districts, parts of cities and villages as well as hospitals had to be evacuated. A large motorway 
bridge near Augsburg had to be closed due to the danger of collapse. Some cities were cut off for some time. 
 
Portugal: forest fires have devastated central Portugal, killing at least 15 people. Several fires raged out of control 
and the Portuguese authorities called in fire fighting support from neighbouring countries to the 4,200-plus local 
volunteer fire fighters. The fires come in the midst of the country’s worst drought on record and more than 
180,000 hectares have been destroyed. Environmental factors and rural depopulation have both been cited as 
significant contributors to the disaster. 
 
Croatia: Heavy rain caused floods in Croatia, near the borders with Slovenia and Hungary. The state of 
emergency has been proclaimed in Medjumurje county. The level of the river Mura was 505 cm, bursting its banks 
near the village Podturen, flooding 30 households. The Roma settlement Loncarevo, which is situated close to the 
village, has been comple tely flooded. Around 250 people have been evacuated.   
 

Heavy rains and melting snow have caused massive 
flooding of houses in the Jasa Tomic village of Serbia 
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Macedonia: The heavy rains that struck Republic of Macedonia on August 4, 2005 caused major damage to 
infrastructure, arable land and houses in the settlements near the city Kumanovo. 
 
National society/Federation response 
Individual national societies have been at the vanguard of local response in all the countries affected. But this has 
been supplemented significantly – both in spirit and more importantly in practice – by support from sister national 
societies throughout Europe. This spirit of solidarity has seen several national societies help, including those who 
have had local disasters of their own. For instance, Bulgarian, Croatian, Austrian, Swiss, and German Red Cross 
societies all sent relief items to Romania Red Cross despite addressing local crises of their own. In addition, 
Croatian and Austrian Red Cross societies sent relief items to Bulgarian Red Cross.  
 

 
Romania: The worst floods in more than 100 
years have blighted Romania since spring. The 
Federation has mobilized considerable 
international awareness and engagement over 
the ongoing crisis here. This has included:  

• two allocations from its disaster relief 
emergency fund (DREF) via two minor 
emergency appeals (05ME025 and 
05ME039) totalling CHF401,366;  

• the launch of an emergency appeal 
(05EA009) for CHF1,055,000 on 29 
April. International support for 
Romania has come from Britain, 
Japan, Norway, Sweden and Turkey. 
<click here for more> 

 
Bulgaria: The Bulgarian national society has 
been struggling with severe flooding this 
summer. The Federation has been quick to 
support with two allocations from DREF via 
two minor emergency appeals (05ME035 and 
05ME047) totalling CHF234,976. <click here 
for more> 

 
Serbia and Montenegro: The Red Cross provided relief on the first evening of the disaster to 4,000 of the most 
needy and then conducted a rapid assessment in the first days to chart the rest of its operation. In the following 
days, distribution of relief continued, and a DREF allocation of CHF 100,000 (05ME024) was made. A further 
detailed assessment of needs led to the launch of the emergency appeal (05EA008) for CHF496,310.  <click here 
for more> 
 
Bosnia & Herzegovina: Heavy rainfall, storms and landslides affected several communities. The Federation 
supported national society response with a DREF allocation of CHF44,307 via a minor emergency appeal 
05ME038 <click here for more> 
 
Austria: Heavy rain and mudflows in south and west Austria have wreaked havoc. 600 Red Cross workers have 
helped accommodate 2,000 people evacuated. Red Cross specialists have also been working with authorities to 
manage the response. Psychological support teams are on hand helping those affected.  
 
Switzerland: Swiss Red Cross has responded to the serious flooding with CHF100,000 being made available for 
emergency response. Volunteers attached to Red Cross branches, particularly the regional branch in canton of 
Berne, have provided assistance to those most in need. The response will continue to evolve. 
 

Romanian Red Cross distribution in the field has 
helped the vulnerable people to cope with the worst 
floods to hit Romania in more than 100 years  

http://www.ifrc.org/where/country/cn6.asp?countryid=141
http://www.ifrc.org/where/country/cn6.asp?countryid=37
http://www.ifrc.org/where/country/cn6.asp?countryid=37
http://www.ifrc.org/where/country/cn6.asp?countryid=11
http://www.ifrc.org/where/country/cn6.asp?countryid=11
http://www.ifrc.org/where/country/cn6.asp?countryid=197
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Germany: German Red Cross (GRC) in Bavaria activated their disaster management mechanism and deployed 
volunteers to support the affected people in the districts of Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Augsburg, Krumbach, 
Kempten, Rosenheim and Traunstein. Major tasks included rescuing, evacuation and relief support to affected 
people, preparation of shelter for evacuated people, deployment of special forces belonging to GRC Bavarian 
water rescue teams. 
 
More than 1.500 GRC volunteers have been deployed. Assistance to GRC Bavarian Red Cross, has been offered 
and given by neighbouring GRC branches 
 
Portugal: The Portuguese Red Cross has been playing a key role in helping those most affected by the forest 
fires that have ravaged the central part of the country. 
 
Croatia: Red Cross branch Cakovec requested assistance from the Croatian RC HQ. The NS has deployed the first 
relief shipment which consisted of:  250 bed linen, 300 blankets, 100 mattresses 
  
Macedonia: Macedonian Red Cross (MRC) is in close contact with the Government and the local authorities and 
the other NGO's. Macedonian Red Cross in cooperation of the RC Skopje and their emergency response unit 
(ERU) distributed 400 blankets, 50 hygiene parcels, 50 baby parcels and 300 kg food (from the reserves originally 
targeted for IDPs). 
 
Secretariat support 
The secretariat of the International Federation has been providing support to European national societies around 
this spell of destruction since April 2005 when it launched a series of international appeals. This support has 
since broadened to include backing for local response in Bulgaria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Romania and Serbia 
& Montenegro as well as international representation of national society action in Austria , Croatia, Germany, 
FYR Macedonia and Switzerland (floods) and rampant forest fires (Portugal). 
 
The secretariat’s proactive use of its DREF contributed significantly to early and effective national society 
response across the Balkans. The expanded use of the fund has added an extra dimension to the Federation 
working together in times of emergency. Both those national societies who contribute to the fund and those who 
benefit from it have become enthusiastic supporters of DREF as they see its impact on the ground. 
 
The regional disaster response team (RDRT), coordinated by the secretariat’s Budapest regional delegation, has 
been instrumental for effective Red Cross response. RDRT members were used on assessments in Bulgaria and 
Romania as well as in support of branch and HQ response (Romania). This support will continue. RDRT 
members have been supplied from national societies in Croatia, Serbia & Montenegro, Macedonia among others. 
 
The above, however, is merely the most visible aspect of secretariat work with national societies around disaster 
management, which goes on week to week in calmer times. The secretariat has been working hard with national 
societies so that:  

• their domestic role as auxiliary to their governments is clear as well as their lead role in emergency 
response; 

• they are well prepared in all manner of disaster management (including trained staff, stocks, logistics 
procedures) 

• regional and international disaster networks function well to prevent as well as respond to crisis in terms 
of knowledge and resource sharing. 

• they improve their performance in accordance with the international disaster response law. 
 
Indeed, one of the great successes of the response to the floods in southern & central Europe has been the 
regional response that the secretariat has promoted, particularly in the use of RDRT. In addition, in the wake of 
the tsunami and other high-profile disasters, such as Niger, the secretariat has effectively represented national 
societies in the disaster-hit countries as well as affected populations. 
 
 



Europe’s summer floods & fires: Information bulletin 5 

While regional and international support around this summer of floods and fires has been good, the secretariat is 
keen to both widen and deepen this engagement and not just simply at times of crisis. As the main elements of 
secretariat support (listed above) demonstrate, the key to effective disaster management requires ongoing good 
partnership even during ‘downtimes’. 
 
Throughout this period, the Red Cross / EU Office has maintained close contact with the European Commission 
Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC) based in Brussels. This contact has enabled an effective exchange of 
information about appeals for assistance from countries affected by flooding and fire and up-to-date situation 
reports about resources offered and deployed. Such effective liaison helps to eliminate gaps and avoid 
duplication in resource provision, promoting the sharing of information and facilitating more effective co-
ordination across the EU Members States and Economic Area Countries. 
 
As auxiliaries to their Government a number of EUNS provided assistance to Romania and Bulgaria through the 
EC coordinated appeal system. 
 
The events throughout Europe have demonstrated the need for and value of effective networking and emergency 
communication contacts between National Societies in the regions affected and across the EU.  This is presently 
in the process of being further developed. 
 
The application of the EU Solidarity Fund is currently being considered to provide financial aid for emergency 
operations undertaken by public authorities alleviating non-insurable damages such as rescue services, putting 
infrastructures back in operation, provisional accommodation, cleaning-up etc. 
 
 

Please click here to return to the title page and contact information 
 


