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ver since the Third Republic was set up, EurAC has been 
advocating  for local elections to be held, without which the  

democratic architecture of the Congo is incomplete. Not only are they 
essential to the restoration of legitimacy in a State that began to come apart 
less than a week after its independence, but they are also an essential element 
in transforming an embryonic democracy into an operational democracy. 
Local elections will play an essential role in the restoration of governance in 
the DRC. The election process at the decentralised entities’ level will be a 
training ground for democracy and will contribute to the revitalisation of the 
political scene and the emergence of a new grass roots leadership. However, 
the organisation of local elections is not simple. It is a logistical nightmare, 
given that the state’s infrastructure is in ruins, in a country the size of 
Europe. It is not  cheap either, the legislative elections of 2006 were the most 
expensive in the history of the planet. Legislative work still has to be done 
and the institutional mechanisms are very complex. EurAC’s members were 
very happy to receive, during their meeting in Madrid on 26th November, 
confirmation from the president of the Independent Electoral Commission 
that an inter-institutional meeting between the Presidents of the Parliament, 
Senate,CEI, the Military High Court, the Supreme Court of Justice, as well 
as the Prime Minister, the Republic’s prosecutor-general and the chief 
prosecutor of the Military High Court had raised fundamental options for 
municipal, urban and local elections and electoral deadlines for 2011. This is 
a colossal step, but we must remain vigilant. As we said in a joint statement 
with the civil society Initiative elections in the DRC, we are seeing a 
democratic deficit, which is worsened by a series of phenomena which are 
causing us grave concern: the institutions’ lack of independence reinforces 
decision making being undertaken in unofficial circles; parliamentary debate 
is compromised by a weakened opposition. The debate on the revision of 
constitution makes us fear that the powers put in place at the last elections 
wants to perpetuate the current power balance. The key question is: does 
there exist, underlying all the practical, logistical, institutional and 
operational debates, enough political will to organise the elections? At 
present, it is impossible to speak about local elections without also speaking 
about the national elections in 2011. The absence of any real opposition is 
accelerating the PPRD’s evolution towards a single party ideology; the 
President of the Republic is behaving almost like a Pharaoh, encircled by an 
ever tighter core of support, with an increasingly regionalist approach. 
Notably, the absence of any serious opposition means the current regime 
considers victory at the presidential and legislative elections to be an 
extremely accomplishable objective. Local elections must be considered as 
one of the few factors that could disrupt this course. They could create a 
space where new or existing political forces can find a new impetus, a new 
voice, a new electorate. There are people with good reasons for the local 
elections not to get organised. 
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Summary of events    December 
 

 Great Lakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 State of corruption 
 
The NGO Transparency International published its annual 
report “Corruption Perception Index” (CPI) for 2009 in 
mid-November. The CPI is based on 13 studies, used to 
calculate the level of corruption in public administration. It 
classifies all the countries of the world in ascending order, 
from the least corrupt to the most corrupt. New Zealand, 
Denmark and Singapore are the three least corrupt 
countries in the world and are at the top of the list. 
Myanmar and Afghanistan bring up the rear, with only 
Somalia, which occupies the 180th and last place in the 
list, behind them. In the Great Lakes region, Rwanda is in 
89th place (compared to 102nd in 2008), DRC is 162nd and 
Burundi is 68th (compared to 158th place in 2008).  
 

 Joint EU ACP Parliamentary Assembly 
 
The 18th session of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly (JPA) was held in Luanda, Angola, between 30th 
November and 3rd December 2009. The JPA provides a 
forum where parliamentarians from the European Union 
and African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries can 
meet to discuss general topics that are important for 
relations between the European Union and the ACP states, 
particularly in relation to the Cotonou Agreement. The 
CONCORD Cotonou Working group, as is now the 
tradition, organised a debate on the 10th EDF and the 
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA). A hundred 
members of European Parliament and parliamentarians 
from ACP states participated. Partners of civil society 
organisations in Benin, Burkina Faso and Cameroon 
addressed the JPA with an update on their experiences and 
the application of the Cotonou Agreement in their 
respective countries. Above all they underlined the 
difficulties experienced by civil society organisations to 
participate in the process of revising the agreement, a 
problem also encountered by many parliamentarians in the 
majority of ACP states. EurAC, which is a member of the 
Concord Cotonou Working group, moderated the session. 
EurAC’s Policy Officer made use of her presence in 
Angola to make contact with new members of European 
Parliament, and new parliamentarians from Burundi and 
the DRC who were present in Luanda.   
The JPA adopted an urgent resolution on climate change 
and a declaration on the second revision of the ACP-EU 
Partnership Agreement (Cotonou Agreement) in which 
Concord could find a lot of its concerns. The declaration 
highlights, amongst other things, the dangers of weakening 
the cohesion and solidarity of the ACP Group through a 
revision which would favour a regional approach. The 
declaration rejects the use of the Cotonou Agreement as  

coercion to conclude the EPAs and recommends that 
the EPAs are fundamentally revised. It underlines the 
importance of the role of parliaments, both at a 
national level and EU-ACP level, as set out in the 
Agreement. The statement calls on the JPA to be at the 
forefront in the formulation of national and regional 
strategy documents and recognises the “crucial 
contribution” of non-state actors and the necessity of 
major participation in the implementation of the 
Agreement.  
The entire statement and other JPA documents can be 
found on:  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/60_18/defa
ult_fr.htm  
The next Joint Parliamentary Assembly will be held in 
Tenerife, Spain, between 30th March and 1st April 
2010.   
 
 Establishing a common market in 
East Africa 

 
On 21st November 2009, during a meeting in Arusha, 
Tanzania, heads of state from the East African 
Community (EAC) member countries, comprising 
Burundi, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Tanzania, 
signed a "draught agreement" to set up a Common 
Market by July 2010, which would be the first of its 
kind in the African continent. This agreement would 
allow the free movement of the work force, goods and 
capital within the member states, as well as the right to 
set up companies. The signature of this agreement 
marks the high point of the formalities to honour the 
10th anniversary of the EAC, the secretariat of which is 
based in Tanzania. A final report on this subject, 
planned for January 2010, will conclude a strategy 
aimed at creating a Monetary Union in East Africa. 
The objective is to create single currency from 2012, 
even if some representatives admit behind closed doors 
that a date of 2016 is indeed more realistic. Setting up 
such a market will pose several challenges in a region 
that is notably suffering from shortages whose 
infrastructure is in a poor state. 
 

 Civil society calls on African states 
to support the ICC 

 
In a meeting in Johannesburg on 2nd November 2009, 
the members of a network of international 
organisations and African civil society organisations 
called on the African Union (AU) states to seize the 
opportunity in the next AU session on the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) to promote the Court’s capacity 
to judge the most serious crimes in an equitable and 
efficient way. 
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 DRC  
 UN Group of Experts report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since 24th October 2009, an unofficial version of the 
United Nations Group of Experts report on pillaging in the 
DRC has been circulating widely. The report was 
submitted to the Security Council at the beginning of 
November, but has not yet been published. The experts 
maintain that "military operations against the FDLR failed 
to dismantle political and military structures of this 
organisation". According to the report, for a long time the 
FDLR have been using their "regional and international 
support networks" to obtain weapons and successfully 
export ores to Europe or the Arab Emirates. Convinced 
that the movement would be considerably weakened if its 
contacts with the Rwandan hutu diaspora were cut, the 
Group of Experts particularly condemns Western 
countries’ lack of cooperation. It argues that the recent 
military operations did not neutralise the FDLR, but rather 
intensified the humanitarian crisis and ultimately increased 
the CNPD’s military strength and sphere of influence. 
Certain that without external support, the rebel’s nuisance 
value would be “considerably diminished”, the Group 
calls for a “united approach” by all countries concerned 
by the FDLR’s activities and recommends that the Security 
Council take the lead by issuing warrants against the 
principal rebel leaders living abroad. 
 

Paris Club and Congolese debt 
 
According to some Kinshasa newspapers that appeared 
towards the second half of November 2009, Canada and 
the United States blocked debates between the DRC and 
the Paris Club on rescheduling the Congolese foreign debt, 
which is estimated at more than 11 billion American 
dollars. According to these newspapers, the United States 
first wanted the government to clarify things on the 
revision of the contract with TFM (Tenke Fungurume 
Mining), a subsidiary of the American company Freeport 
McMoran, which mines copper and cobalt in southern 
DRC. In response to this criticims, the American Embassy 
in Kinshasa had to publish a denial, maintaining that “at 
the Paris Club’s meeting on 18th November 2009, the 
government of the United States gave unconditional 
financial assurances”. As well as the United States, the 
Kinshasa newspapers also named Canada, judging it to 
also have wanted clarification on the review of the contract 
with KMT (Kingamyambo Musonï Tailings), which was 
cancelled at the beginning of August by the government in 
Kinshasa. This subsidiary of the Canadian company First 
Quantum had to treat waste from copper and cobalt in 
Kolwezi, in southern DRC. Canada has finally agreed, 
during the umpteenth meeting held in the French capital, to 
lift its veto. 
According to the Le Potentiel, it is in this frame that the 
Board of Governors of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) will intervene, on December 11th, on the new formal 
agreement that will link this Bretton Woods institution to 
the DRC.   
 
 

 Confusion about the return of 
refugees from Rwanda 

 
According to the Congolese minister for 
Communication and Media and government 
spokesperson, the Congolese government is aware of 
movement of populations from Rwanda to the RDC, 
but their return has resulted from “an incomprehensible 
impatience”, since preparations for the repatriation of 
the Congolese refugees are going well. According to 
him, the DRC and Rwanda are in contact on this matter 
and have the same understanding of the situation, but 
the minister was unable to say if all those repatriating 
were Congolese. He maintained that “if they are 
Congolese, they have the right to stay in their country 
(…) if they are foreigners, they will be repatriated to 
their country”. The HCR went even further. According 
to it, “the profile of these people is not really known. 
The majority do not have any documents on them 
certifying that they were refugees. On top of that, the 
national committee for refugees and the provincial 
authorities must do more checks to better understand 
where in Rwanda these people have come from. We 
shared the list the authorities gave us with our HCR 
office in Rwanda, but this does not correspond with the 
list of the people who are in the refugee camps in 
Rwanda. Therefore, these people are not really in our 
database”. The return of these refugees is creating 
tensions within the Masisi and Rutshuru populations, 
even though the provincial co-ordinator of the National 
Committee for Refugees (NCR) has tried to reassure 
and calm the population. 
 

Conclusions of the mining contracts 
review 

 
On 17th November 2009, Mines Minister, Martin 
Kabwelulu, summarised the final report on the review 
of mining contracts that began in 2007 to the press. 
This report reveals that 57 contracts and 6 mining 
conventions were reviewed. The contracts were 
classified into three categories: viable contracts to keep, 
contracts to be renegotiated, contracts to be cancelled. 
According to the newspaper Le Potentiel, the Minister’s 
report is not persuasive. Since June 2007, the number of 
contracts reviewed has changed. The preliminary report 
of November 2007 mentioned about 61 contracts and in 
the end there were 57 contracts and 6 mining 
conventions. On top of that, since its launch in June 
2007, the review of mining contracts and conventions 
became extremely unclear. It appeared to be the 
preserve of a closed group of decision-makers and this 
is confirmed today upon reading the financial 
consequences stored up by the State. The newspaper 
concludes: “Once again, there is proof that the DRC’s 
mining resources have been sold cheaply to serve 
selfish interests. Each party used the review without 
first considering the country”. 
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Burundi     Rwanda 
 

FORSC’s suspension and reactions FDLR leaders arrested 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 23rd November 2009, the Minister of the Interior 
published a suspension of approval for the Forum pour le 
Renforcement de la Société civile (FORSC) for the reason 
that “the ministerial order of 26/05/2006 granting 
approval of FORSC contains irregularities”. The 
following day, a female member of FORSC was stopped 
from leaving the national territory by immigration services 
whilst travelling to Nairobi to participate in a Group of 
Experts meeting to formulate a Mobilisation Strategy for 
Civil Society, as part of the East African Community’s 
activities scheduled for 25th to 27th November. However, 
she was on the list of people authorised by the 
Government to go and participate in this conference. On 
25th November, FORSC contested this suspension and 
addressed a letter to the First vice-president of the 
Republic of Burundi asking that he use his “constitutional 
power” against this decision. International organisations 
for the defence of human rights, including Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch, condemned the 
ban on FORSC, calling it groundless. According to 
FORSC and these organisations, minister’s decision, in 
reality, is an attempt to prevent the civil society from 
publishing criticism on sensitive issues. In FORSC’s case, 
its delegate general Pacifique Nininahazwe said, on 17th 
November, that he was the target of death threats for not 
stopping his condemnation of the assassination of Ernest 
Manirumva, vice-president of the Anti-corruption and 
Economic Malpractice Observatory (OLUCOME), and 
demanding that his murderers are brought to justice.  The 
Minister canceled the suspension. 
 

 Agathon Rwasa: FNL candidate for the 
presidential elections in 2010 

 
On 29th November 2009, more than 500 delegates from 
National Liberation Force (FNL) in 17 provinces of 
Burundi and sections from Tanzania, South Africa and 
Europe took part in a congress on the designation of their 
candidate for the presidential elections in 2010. They 
unanimously chose their historical leader, Agathon Rwasa. 
This nomination comes after a splinter group declared that 
it had excluded Rwasa from the movement and elected 
Jacques Kenese in his place. Analysts had attributed this 
dissidence to manoeuvres by the party in power, the 
CNDD-FDD to weaken the FNL. Rwasa had threatened a 
resumption of violence if the government agreed to this 
dissidence. He also had support from most sections outside 
of this party.  
Rwasa’s candidature for the presidential elections of 2010 
comes at a time when the country is still in the grip of 
violence. The Governor of the Kayanza Province (to the 
north of the country), nearly "beat up" a journalist, and 
two members of the Movement for Solidarity and 
Development party (MSD) were imprisoned for 
"illegally" holding a party meeting. 
 

On 17th November 2009, the German police arrested 
Ignatius Murwanashyaka, leader of The Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), and his 
assistant, Straton Musoni. The German federal prosecutor 
announced that these two Rwandans were suspected of 
having commanded the Hutu militias who committed 
humanitarian crimes against Congolese civilians, between 
January 2008 and July 2009, crimes reported by human 
rights NGOs, including Human Rights Watch. Ignatius 
Murwanashyaka had been already arrested, and then 
released in 2006 in Germany, where he then lost his status 
as a political refugee. In a press release published the 
following day, the Executive Secretary of the FDLR called 
these arrests unfair and reaffirmed that “only the peaceful 
route of direct and frank dialogue between the Rwandan 
regime and the FDLR will lead to the resolution of the 
Rwandan political problem”. While some people speak of 
the "decapitation" of this movement, others maintain that 
these arrests will certainly have an impact, but that this 
must be put into perspective. They argue that “most 
financial and military support for the FDLR comes from 
sources on the ground and not Ignatius Murwanashyaka” 
and that his arrest will not “lead directly to the dissolution 
of the FDLR”. 
 

 Rwanda joins the Commonwealth 
 
On 29th November 2009, the Commonwealth, which is 
principally formed of former states of the British colonial 
Empire, accepted Rwanda as its 54th member. This was 
during its biannual summit, which was held in Trinidad 
and Tobago between 27th and 29th November. According 
to a press release by this organisation, the leaders of the 
Commonwealth gave their consent to admit Rwanda to the 
group “having proved that this country had fu filled all the 
required criteria”. The admission of Rwanda was 
principally made possible by the authorities’ commitments 
to promote trade, the organisation of free and transparent 
elections, state of law and independence of justice, good 
governance, well trained public administration, 
transparency and security. Indeed, the Commonwealth 
emphasises the promotion of trade, education and good 
governance among its member countries. Besides its 
regional allies, Rwanda had firm support from the British, 
Australian and Canadian governments. At the end of a 
visit to Rwanda at the beginning of November, the special 
representative of the British Prime minister for peace-
building declared that “Rwanda is an eloquent example for 
other countries that are coming out of periods of conflict 
for the establishment of a stable economy”. Rwanda has 
become the second country, after Mozambique, to be 
admitted into the Commonwealth without having any links 
to British colonisation. 
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ADVOCACY ISSUES 
 EurAC GA and Seminar in Madrid 

 
EurAC’s members met on 26th and 27th November 2009 in 
Madrid. The morning of the 26th was set aside for 
exchanges on recent developments in the Great Lakes 
region and two operational workshops. The first of these 
focused on the electoral observation mission that EurAC 
wants to send to Burundi to reinforce the monitoring by 
civil society. The second focused on the “support 
programme for local initiatives promoting democracy, 
human rights and of state of law” in the DRC. It was led 
by COSI and Christian Aid. In the afternoon, we 
concentrated on non-military strategies for the voluntary 
demobilisation and repatriation of FDLR combatants. This 
was during an internal seminar, and participants in its 
panel included Father Rigobert Minani, who has spent 
many years working on these problems as part of the Sant’ 
Egidio Community, and Kare Lode from the Centre for 
Intercultural Communication in Norway, who is working 
on a program for voluntary demobilisation of FDLR 
combatants by the Church of Christ in Congo. Other 
participants in the panel were Ilona Auer-Frege from ÖNZ, 
who worked intensively on Ignatius Murwanashyaka’s 
position in Germany, and Donatella Rostagno, EurAC 
Policy Officer, who has recently undertaken a mission on 
the FDLR question in Rwanda and East Congo. 
Friday 27th November was entirely dedicated to the 
General Assembly. EurAC’s members discussed strategic 
options to take in their advocacy, adopted their action plan 
and budget for 2010. They unanimously accepted two new 
members to the Network: the Dutch NGO Mensen met 
Missie een, and the Hungarian NGO African-Hungarian 
Union (AHU). AHU is the first EurAC member from one 
of the new EU member states.  
Background: EurAC’s director was already present from 
25th November to undertake advocacy activities. Along 
with Candida Leal Pardo (Federation of committees for 
solidarity with Black Africa and administrator), he met 
four Spanish parliamentarians from the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the National Assembly, and the Deputy 
director for sub-Saharan Africa from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.  
 
 Advocacy activities in London and 
Brussels  

 
Following the seminar in Madrid on non-military strategies 
for the demobilisation of FDLR combatants, panellists 
Rigobert Minani and Kare Lode went to London and 
Brussels. The programme in London was prepared and 
supervised by Shuna Keen (Christian Aid and EurAC 
president). They met different members of Parliament as 
well as the representatives for the Great Lakes region in 
the Foreign Office. In Brussels, Kris Berwouts joined the  
 
 
 

team for an open round table with other NGOs. In the 
afternoon, the delegation met the Permanent German 
Representative to the European Union, the head of Eusec 
in Brussels, as well as the EU Special Representative for 
the Great Lakes, Ambassador Roeland van de Geer. 
 

DRC: joint declaration for local 
elections 

 
Kris Berwouts, director of EurAc, went to Kinshasa at 
the beginning of November to meet, amongst others, the 
Civil Society Initiative for elections in Congo. Debates 
and joint deliberation led to a joint statement by 
EurAC’s European NGO members and the Initiative. 
Both networks had already worked together intensively 
during preparations for and monitoring of national and 
provincial elections in 2006. The signatories of the 
statement are anxious about the democratic deficit and 
the fact that an essential part of the Third Republic’s 
institutions have not yet been set up. Other institutions 
do exist but are functioning below the expectations of 
the population, which, ensnared by poverty, is 
disheartened and disappointed by the process, the 
positive effects of which they are not feeling. The 
population is frustrated that it cannot meet its own 
elected representatives to communicate their complaints. 
The signatories of the statement highlight the importance 
of the citizens’ participation in the processes of national 
reconstruction: for both networks, “local elections have 
to play an essential role in the rehabilitation of 
governance in the DRC. The election process at the 
decentralised entities’ level will be a training ground for 
democracy and will contribute to the revitalisation of the 
political scene and the emergence of a new grass roots 
leadership”. The joint statement was released during a 
press conference in Kinshasa on 12th November. 
 

EurAC mission in Rwanda and the 
DRC 

 
Donatella Rostagno, EurAC Policy Officer, undertook a 
mission in Rwanda and the DRC between 24th October 
and 7th November. The objective of this mission was to 
meet the EurAC members present on the ground, 
Rwandan and Congolese civil society partners, local 
authorities, members of international NGOs and staff 
from the present EU embassies in both countries to 
better understand internal political developments in both 
countries. The other objective was to study the FDLR 
dossier for a better understanding of the problem, in 
order to be able to refine EurAC’s recommendations on  
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the subject. As usual, the information gathered will serve 
as a basis for our European advocacy. EurAC would like 
to thank its members on the ground, and especially 
Norwegian Church Aid and Christian Aid for their 
support, exchanges and assistance towards the logistical 
organisation of the mission.  
 

Meeting with Swiss Cooperation for 
Development 

 
At the invitation of EurAC’s Swiss members, especially 
of HEKS, Donatella Rostagno, EurAC’s Policy Officer, 
participated in a meeting between Swiss NGO members 
for the central African platform and Swiss cooperation 
for development. The objective was to exchange 
information on the situation in the Great Lakes region 
and on the work also achieved in this region. EurAC was 
invited to present an introduction on the challenges and 
concerns relating to the region, which Donatella was 
able to share with the members present. The meeting 
also aimed to provide a new vitality to the Swiss 
platform used by the Swiss NGOs and the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs for combined action. EurAC would like 
to thank HEKS for their invitation and hopes to continue 
this fruitful cooperation in the future.  
 

The DRC will be rural or will not be 
 
In its bimonthly publication, South Challenges (n ° 91 
October - November 2009), SOS Faim published a 
dossier on the DRC entitled: “Congo will be rural or 
will not be”. According to this association, the various 
climates in the DRC allow several harvests per year. The 
river basin is the second largest in the world after the 
Amazon. The work force is young and abundant. 
Agricultural potential would allow the country not only 
to feed its entire population, but to also be Africa’s 
storeroom. For SOS Faim, if the mining riches are not 
renewable, the extraordinary variety of its ecosystems 
allows Congo to foresee the development of an 
impressive quantity of renewable and lasting resources. 
Congo has 80 million hectares of arable land which 
could, in theory, produce a complete range of 
agricultural products. However, barely 10 % of this land 
is utilised. As a result, the DRC is only self-sufficient for 
some rare foods: manioc, vegetables, plantains and 
beans. Worse still, at the end of some harvests, paddy 
rice produced in the Bumba region (Equator Province) 
rots where it is grown, for lack of buyers or means of 
removing it, due to the lack of road facilities and basic 
structures. Meanwhile, big cities like Kinshasa import 
rice, wheat, frozen meat and fish from Europe, Asia and 
America. According to available statistics, the portion of 
the Congolese state budget for agriculture is estimated to 
have been on average 1.6% for the period between 2002 
and 2007. Under the framework of good governance, the 
Congolese government recommends that the 
institutional framework is reformed, including the 
adoption of the Agricultural Code. This text installs, at a 
 
 
 
 

decentralised level, in each administrative region, a 
“rural agricultural management council” (RAMC) as a 
mechanism for partnership between public and private 
functions. However, for the Agricultural Code to 
succeed, the RAMC will have to gather the resources 
necessary for it to function, that is the means that would 
demonstrate true efficient management. 
 

Burundi: HRW calls for an 
investigation on Rwandan refugees 

 
In a letter addressed to Minister for the Interior, Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) states that it is particularly 
concerned, and urgently so, about fate of around 77 
Rwandans in the province of Kirundo. On 10th 
November, the police tried to deport them. They refused 
to get onto police trucks and are still in the province, 
even after a second attempt to deport them on 19th 
November. On 18th November, a human rights observer 
from a Burundian organisation spoke to several of the 77 
Rwandans refugees in Kirundo who, according to a 
statement by the minister on 17th November to Human 
Rights Watch, are considered to be "illegal" and should 
be returned to Rwanda. The human rights observer 
pointed out that his interlocutors spoke of their fears 
about going back to Rwanda because their neighbours 
had been kidnapped from their homes overnight and 
disappeared. Human Rights Watch is concerned by the 
possibility that political considerations could have 
played a part in the way that the 77 Rwandan asylum 
seekers were treated by the Burundian government. 
Several Burundian government sources indicated to 
Human Rights Watch that at least three different 
Rwandan officials lobbied Burundi over the last two 
months to get the country to return the Rwandan asylum-
seekers, and this pressure could in part explain the initial 
statement made by the Burundian authorities on 8th 
October announcing that the Rwandans would quickly 
be deported. “We know, write HRW, that it is in 
Burundi’s interest to maintain good relations with 
Rwanda, but political considerations in one or other of 
these two countries should have no influence on the 
status of asylum-seekers”.  
 

Burundi Pilot on Fragility 
 
ICCO, in cooperation with APRODEV and EurAc, has 
just published a study on the EU Burundi Pilot in the 
frame of the implementation of the Council Conclusions 
on a EU Response to Situations of Fragility. The 
implementation of the EU Burundi Pilot raises many 
concerns over the final implementation Plan on Fragile 
states especially as it relates to the incoherency between 
policy ambitions formulated at EU headquarters level in 
Brussels and the concrete implementation in Burundi. 
The study is also a way for these organisations to 
support civil society organisations in Burundi in order to 
ensure their participation in the pilot process and in 
general, in the democratic process in Burundi. 
 
 Copies of the study are available at EurAc’s secretariat. 
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Documents on the Great Lakes region 
� November 2009 

 
This list represents a selection of key documents received by EURAC over the last month.  The list is 
by no means complete.  The content of the documents binds only their authors and does not reflect 
the opinion of EurAC or its members. All the documents now have a hyperlink and can thus be 
downloaded from the electronic version of this bulletin. The links take you to our website or 
to the website of the organisations which originally published them. If you face problems 
downloading them or if you would prefer a hard copy, we will be happy to forward any 
documents to you.  Please send any requests to secretariat@eurac-network.org 
 
 

   
  Regional 

perspectives 
 
Le pétrole enflamme les relations 
entre la RDC et ses voisins 
Colette Braeckman, Le Soir, 
15/11/09, 2 p. 
 
AU : African Civil society 
Presses States for ICC Support 
HRW, Johannesburg, 02/11/09,  
1 p. 
 
Jubilé d’argent de l’ACEAC 
CENCO, Kinshasa, 19/11/09, 1 p. 
 
NGO helps albinos in Great 
Lakes region 
United Nations Radio, 20/11/09, 
New York, 2 p. 
 
Africa: China And Africa 
Strengthen Cooperation Under 
Focac  
Southern African News Features, 
Harare, 19/11/09, 2 p. 
 
Lake Victoria Project to Cover 
Rwanda, Burundi  
The News Time, Kigali, 20/11/09, 
1 p. 
 

DRC: UN 
 
Final report of the UN Group of 
experts on the RDC with annexes 
(official version < S/2009/603)  
Security Council, New York, 
23/11/09, 287 p. 
 
Security Council renews until 30 
November 2010 the measures on 
arms imposed 
Security Council, New York, 
30/11/09, 5 p. 

L'ONU réfléchit à un retrait progressif 
de la Monuc de la RDC 
Human Rescue,  Kinshasa, 16/11/09, 
 1 p. 
 
Alain Leroy favorable à la 
reconfiguration du mandat de la 
MONUC 
MMC, Kinshasa, 06/11/09, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Cooperation 
 
Le Club de Paris et la dette congolaise 
La Prospértié et d’autres, Kinshasa, 
20/11/09, 8 p. 
 

DRC: Human Rights 
 
L’ONU appelle la RDC à cesser le 
harcèlement des défenseurs des droits 
de l’Homme  
FIDH, Genève, 25/11/09, 2 p. 
 
Lutte contre les violences sexuelles : 
Dr Mukwege décoré chevalier de la 
légion d’honneur française 
Radio Okapi, Kinshasa, 17/11/09, 1 p. 
 

DRC: Churches 
 
Inongo en pleurs : trop, c’est trop 
Mgr Philippe Nkiere Kena 
Diocèse d’Inongo, Inongo, 03/12/09, 
 2 p. 
 
Lettre au Clergé de Kabinda, de 
Kasongo et de  Manono 
CENCO, Kinshasa, 06/12/09, 4 p. 
 
Encore un prêtre assassiné à Bukavu 
Diocèse de Bukavu 
Bukavu, 06/12/09, 2 p. 
 

DRC: 
Humanitarian 
Situation 

 
Rapport synthèse sur l’insécurité 
grandissante dans les territories 
d’Uvira et de Fizi 
CEADHO, Uvira, 10/11/09, 4 p. 
 

DRC: Justice 
 
Les crimes sexuels perpétrés dans 
le cadre des conflits armés de l’est 
de la RDC ne doivent pas rester 
impunis  
FIDH, Paris, 24/11/09, 1 p. 
 
Protecting Child Victims in 
Sexual Violence Trials  
HRW, London, 24/11/09, 11 p. 
 
Second Trial of Congolese 
Warlords in the Hague 
HRW, The Hague, 23/11/09, 2 p. 
 

DRC: Press 
 
Leading suspect in journalist’s 
murder escapes from military cell 
in Bukavu 
RWB, Paris, 24/11/09, 1 p. 
 
Le dossier du second journaliste 
de Radio Okapi assassiné 
toujours au point mort, un an 
après le crime 
Protection International et autres 
Paris, 21/11/09, 2 p. 
 
A year later, investigation into 
radio journalist’s murder is stalled
RWB, Paris, 11/11/09, 2 p. 
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DRC: Natural 
Resources 

 
Global Witness urges governments 
to act on findings of UN experts' 
report on DRC 
Global Witness, London, 26/11/09, 
2 p. 
 
Après les Chinois, les contrats 
indiens 
Les Afriques, Paris, 23/11/09, 1 p. 
 

DRC: Civil Society 
 
Let’s Keep Democratisation on the 
Rails in the DRC: Local Elections 
in 2010 
EurAc and Initiative de la Société 
Civile, Kinshasa, 12/11/09, 3 p. 
 
La société civile met en place un 
groupe de travail pour le 
cinquantenaire 
CENADEP, Kinshasa, 18/11/09,  
2 p. 
 

Burundi: UN 
 
Sixth report of the Secretary 
General on the BINUB 
Ban Ki-moon, New York, 30/11/09, 
16 p. 
 

Burundi: Human 
Rights 

 
Violations des droits humains et 
culture d’impunité : des activistes 
condamnent 
IRIN, Bujumbura, 27/11/09, 4 p. 
 

Burundi: Economy 
 
Odette Nzokirantevye, "Now I don't 
wait for my husband to give me 
money for soap" 
IRIN, Bugarama, 13/11/09, 1 p.  
 

Burundi: Teaching 
 
Le « flamand noir » et les voleurs 
de destin 
Fabien Cishahayo, Sudbury, 
22/11/09, 2 p. 
 

Burundi: Politics 
 
Le FNL désigne son leader comme 
son candidat à l'élection 
présidentielle. 
IRIN, Bujumbura, 19/11/09, 2 p. 
 

Dissensions inquiétantes au sein des 
anciens rebelles 
IRIN, Bujumbura, 04/12/09, 2 p. 
 
Upcoming Polls to Test Country's 
Fragile Peace 
IRIN, Bujumbura, 19/11/09, 2 p. 
 
Les prochaines élections : un test 
pour une paix fragile 
IRIN, Bujumbura, 20/11/09, 3 p. 
 
Lettre ouverte au Président de la 
République 
Elie Nkeshimana, Amsterdam, 
03/12/09, 5 p. 
 

 Burundi: Refugees 
  
Letter to Burundian Minister of the 
Interior Edouard Nduwimana on 
Rwandan Asylum Seekers 
HRW, London, 21/11/09, 3 p. 
 
Stop Deporting Rwandan Asylum 
Seekers 
HRW, Bujumbura, 02/12/09, 3 p. 
 

Burundi: Civil 
Society 

 
Reverse Ban on Civil Society Group
HRW and others, London, 25/11/09, 
3 p. 
 
La place des femmes dans la lutte 
contre les changements climatiques 
BINUB, Bujumbura, 19/11/09, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda : 
Cooperation 

 
Le Rwanda devient le 54ème 
membre du Commonwealth 
APA, Kigali, 29/11/09, 2 p. 
 
La France et le Rwanda rétablissent 
les liens diplomatiques 
Le Monde, Paris, 29/11/09, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Economy 
 
Atelier de plaidoyer sur les conflits 
fonciers résultant de la mise en 
œuvre de la loi foncière et 
expropriation pour cause d’utilité 
publique. 
LDGL, Kigali , 25/11/09, 2 p.  
 

Rwanda: Genocide 
 
La délation est institutionnalisée au 
Rwanda 
Joseph Matata, CLIIR, La Haye, 
14/11/09, 9 p. 
 
Le TPIR échoue à confondre un 
acteur-clef du génocide 
Le Monde, La Haye, 17/11/09, 1 p. 
 

Rwanda: Justice 
 
Nyaruguru engagé dans les procès de 
détournements 
La Nouvelle Relève N° 749, Kigali, 
02/11/09, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Politics 
 
Corruption généralisée au Rwanda. 
“Démissions” en cascades des élus 
locaux 
Afrique Rédaction, Paris, 06/11/09,  
2 p. 
 
Communiqué de presse du parti 
Imberakuri sur les tracasseries dont il 
est victime 
Bernard Ntaganda, Kigali, 23/11/09,  
1 p. 
 
Les FDU-INKINGI condamnent la 
décision de céder 10.000 ha pour la 
production de biocarburants au 
détriment de la sécurité alimentaire de 
la population  
Benoît Ndagijimana, Bruxelles, 
09/11/09, 2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Refugees 
 
Group refugee status could be lifted by 
late 2011  
IRIN, Kigali, 11/11/09, 1 p. 
 

Rwanda: Health 
 
Environ 60.000 enfants hospitalisés à 
cause de la malnutrition 
Grands Lacs Hebdo, Kigali, 24/11/09, 
2 p. 
 

Rwanda: Civil society 
 
Senate Pins NGOs On Lack of 
Transparency  
The New Times, Kigali, 27/11/09, 2 p.
 
 


