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 A UNHCR staff – himself a spontaneous returnee – being reunited with his son during  

a repatriation movement from the Central African Republic. UNHCR/C. Hamm 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
While the security around Juba town on the western bank of the Nile remained stable, the situation on the 
eastern bank of the Nile on the Juba – Torit road and the Juba – Nimule road was tense. A series of attacks 
were carried out in Magwi (Eastern Equatoria) on 2 January – four people were killed and another four were 
seriously injured when the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) ambushed a tipper lorry carrying more than 50 
passengers to Nimule. On 10 January, a WFP driver was killed and three passengers were wounded when 
their car was attacked by unknown gunmen who opened fire on the vehicle on the Juba – Torit road. Another 
attack was carried out in Magwi on 13 January, where food stuff was looted and people abducted. Magwi is a 
major potential area of return for more than 20,000 Sudanese refugees mainly from Uganda. Furthermore, on 
26 January a UNMIS Protection Force escorting de-miners (route openers) from the Mine Action Group 
(MAG) were ambushed by an unknown armed group near Opari, 20 kilometres from Magwi on the Pageri – 
Magwi road. The ambush resulted in one dead and two seriously injured. It also led to the cancellation of a 
planned mission to Magwi on 29 January by a team of UNHCR staff from Juba and Yei.  
 
The security situation in Malakal town (Upper Nile) has improved, with very few cases of robbery in isolated 
areas at night.  The joint patrolling teams comprised of UN soldiers, Joint Integrated Units (JIU) and local 
police are regularly conducting patrolling around the town, hunting for criminals and looters. The majority of 
the population of Malakal who had fled for insecurity have returned to their homes. UN and NGO international 
staff have returned and operations have resumed in many areas. Malakal town continues to be in UN 
Security Phase III. 
 
Voluntary repatriation from Ethiopia 
The reporting period saw the successful repatriation of Sudanese refugees from Bonga and Sherkole camps 
(Ethiopia) to Blue Nile State. In the period 16 – 27 December 2006, four convoys brought back a total of 
2,080 refugees who returned to their areas of origin in Chali El Fiel, Puda Om, Nyile and Belatuma Bomas. 
During 2006, UNHCR 
repatriated a total of 4,625 
refugees from Ethiopia to Blue 
Nile State.  
 
Photo: Newly arrived 
returnees in Chali. UNHCR/K. 
Ismail/Dec. 2006 
 
From 24 to 27 January, the 
Commissioner of the SSRRC 
(South Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission), 
Mr. Simon Kun Pouch, and 
UNHCR staff from South 
Sudan and Khartoum attended 
a cross-border meeting in 
Gambella, Ethiopia. The 
meeting resulted in a proposal 
to open the Pagak corridor by 28 February and initiate air repatriation for returnees to destinations that 
cannot be reached by road along the lines of the air repatriation already taking place from Kakuma camp 
(Kenya) to South Sudan. The proposal requires further discussion before final approval. Meetings with 
refugee representatives were also held in Gambella from which it became clear that the refugees in Ethiopia 
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are desperate to come home and will continue walking and returning home spontaneously if organized 
repatriation does not resume soon. 
 
First meeting of the Tripartite Commission in Addis Ababa 
In accordance with the Tripartite Agreement for the repatriation of Sudanese refugees signed between the 
Government of Sudan, Government of Ethiopia and UNHCR on 27 February 2006, the Administration of 
Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA), Government of Ethiopia, called for and organized the first meeting of 
the Tripartite Commission in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 1-2 February. The Ethiopian delegation was led by 
Ato Ayalew Aweke, Acting Deputy Director, ARRA, and the Sudanese delegation by Dr. Mohamed Ahmed M. 
Alaghbash, Commissioner for Refugees. The UNHCR delegation was led by Mr. Ilunga Ngandu, Regional 
Liaison Representative, and included Mr. Chrysantus Ache, UNHCR Representative for Sudan, who also 
made opening remarks. The Commission discussed major policy matters, protection concerns and 
operational issues related to the voluntary repatriation and reintegration of Sudanese refugees from Ethiopia. 
The Commission also agreed on repatriation priorities and a plan of action for 2007. 
 
Spontaneous returnees from Ethiopia in Boma 
UNHCR fielded a mission to Boma in Jonglei State on 13 January after receiving information from UNHCR 
Ethiopia of the spontaneous departure of refugees from Dimma camp. On arrival in Boma, UNHCR staff 
made radio contact with the returnees, who had not yet arrived in Boma but were in Pakok after crossing the 
border. The group of 980 returnees (including 180 women) was mostly composed of male students, who said 
that they had departed Dimma in protest to the reduction of educational allowances for the 2006-2007 
academic year and also because they did not want to wait any longer to return home. The returnees arrived 
at Pakok after travelling on foot for 11 hours from Dimma. Many of them were tired and sick and said that 
they were in need of medical assistance, food and shelter.  
 
UNHCR fielded three subsequent 
missions to Pakok and Boma in order to 
assess and assist these returnees, one 
of which was an inter-agency mission in 
cooperation with WFP and OCHA.  As a 
result of the missions, UNHCR, with the 
support of SSRRC, has established a 
temporary reception facility in Boma, 
which is far more accessible than Pakok 
and better served in terms of essential 
services. 
 
Photo: UNHCR flies in the first 
emergency items to Boma on 23 
January. UNHCR/P. Butili/Jan. 2007 
 
The majority of the group has now moved from Pakok to Boma in order to receive assistance from UNHCR 
and partners. Food and non-food items have been distributed in Boma and UNHCR and SSRRC are in the 
process of registering the returnees. Based on initial registration information, most of the returnees appear to 
be from Upper Nile and northern parts of Jonglei. Once final destinations are established, UNHCR will 
formulate a plan to assist the returnees with onward travel from Boma, which is likely to present significant 
logistical challenges.   
 
Repatriation from Kenya 
On 22-23 December, 152 refugees from Kakuma camp, Kenya, returned to Jonglei State. On 16, 17, 23, 24 
and 25 January, 288 more refugees from Kakuma returned to Jonglei State. The returnees were provided 
with 15-day food rations and transported to their final payams of return.  
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Another three repatriation movements from Kakuma camp took place on 28 December 2006, 4 and 18 
January, bringing home to Eastern Equatoria a total of 97 refugees. The returnees crossed the Kenyan 
border at Nadapal and arrived at Kapoeta way station. The UNHCR-run Kapoeta way station was completed 
in late 2006 by implementing partner GTZ. The way station now has a holding capacity of 350 persons.  
 
At the way station, returnees were provided with three-month food rations and non-food items like hoes, 
pangas, sickles, seeds and plastic sheeting. Africa Development and Emergency Organization (ADEO) 
provided medical care to the sick. Special attention was also given to children under five years of age, the 
elderly and the disabled. UNHCR provided mine, HIV/AIDS and hygiene awareness through visuals 
strategically posted throughout the premises. GTZ transported the returnees to final destinations throughout 
Eastern Equatoria.  
 
Suspension of repatriation operation from Uganda  
Resumption of repatriation from Uganda was scheduled to commence on 23 January but was postponed 
upon a recommendation of the Ministry of Health, WHO and MSF in view of confirmed cases of meningitis in 
northern Uganda. According to WHO, the impact of the meningitis outbreak is very serious in Adjumani, 
Arua, Koboko, Moyo, Nebbi and Yumbe districts.  
 
On 2-3 February, UNHCR staff attended a cross-border meeting in Arua (Uganda) where discussions 
centered on ongoing efforts from the Governments of Uganda and Sudan, UN agencies, international and 
national NGOs to curb the spread of meningitis in Uganda and Sudan and at repatriation plans for 2007.  
 
UNHCR in Uganda reported that over 25,000 refugees have registered so far for repatriation and about a half 
of them are from Magwi County, Eastern Equatoria State. UNHCR plans to facilitate the return of 10,000 of 
these refugees during the first quarter of 2007, using the Arua - Yei and Moyo - Kajo Keji corridors. UNHCR 
plans to establish presence in Nimule, Magwi County, to facilitate returns to that county. Following two 
preliminary missions in December 2006, a team left for an extended mission to Nimule on 19 January to start 
preparatory work, such as construction of a way station and discussions on operational agreements with 
potential partners for repatriation and reintegration activities. However, the mission was cut short and brought 
back to Kajo Keji by air on 28 January, following an ambush on the UNMIS Protection Force by an unknown 
armed group on the Pageri – Magwi road on 26 January. This is yet another setback to the repatriation 
operation from Uganda.  
 
UNHCR Representative’s mission to Uganda 
The UNHCR Representative for Sudan, Mr. Chrysantus Ache, traveled on mission to Kampala and Arua, 
Uganda, from 22 to 24 January. Among the issues discussed with colleagues in Uganda were better 
coordination and communication between Uganda and Sudan, resumption of repatriation from Uganda and 
constraints to the operation, such as insecurity and the slow pace of implementation of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA) in South Sudan. The Representative also visited Rhino camp where a meeting with 
the refugee leaders was held to share information on the latest developments in South Sudan and exchange 
views on their repatriation.  
 
Plans for voluntary repatriation from Doruma and Dungu 
A cross-border meeting took place on 25 January between UNHCR staff in Yambio (Western Equatoria) and 
Aru in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to finalize modalities for the repatriation of some 2,500 
Sudanese refugees from Doruma and Dungu camps. Issues related to security and preparedness on both 
sides were shared. One of the main issues discussed was trucking capacity. Colleagues in Aru informed that 
their logistic capacity in facilitating the movement is very limited and will only be able to facilitate transport 
from the camps and villages to the transit centres. The number of convoys and persons per convoy will 
therefore depend on the trucking capacity of UNHCR/GTZ in South Sudan. A tentative date of 21 February 
has been set for the commencement of movement, starting with the group in Doruma where the number of 
refugees wanting to return is said to stand at 609 out of a population of 1,180. Registration is still ongoing. 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                                    Update 69 – 4 February 2007                                                                 page 5 

The number of potential returnees in Dungu is estimated to be 682. A “go and see visit” for these refugees is 
being organized and is scheduled for 6 February.  
 
Air repatriation from the Central African Republic 
Repatriation by air from the Central African Republic (CAR) continued. Since the resumption of organized 
voluntary repatriation on 15 December 2006 to date, a total of 2,966 returnees have been received and 
assisted. No spontaneous returnees have been received during the reporting period. However, 1,286 
persons have been recorded since early August 2006 under the assisted self-repatriation scheme. 
 
During the reporting period, 200 Sudanese refugees were repatriated from CAR to Juba in four flight 
rotations on 19, 22, 24 and 26 January. The first group of returnees were welcomed home in a small 
ceremony at Juba airport attended by the Governor of Central Equatoria, the Minister of Information of the 
Government of South Sudan, the Chairperson of SSRRC, the Minister of Information for Central Equatoria 
State, the Commissioner of Juba County, the Director of SSRRC for Central Equatoria and the UNHCR 
Assistant Representative for Operations. Members of the local and international press were also at the 
airport to witness the event. There was jubilation at the airport as families were reunited after years of exile. 
After the ceremony, the returnees were transferred to the Juba way station, where they spent the night 
before being dispersed to their final destinations in Juba town, Katigiri, Wanduruba and Yei in the following 
days. On a happy note, a local UNHCR staff from Juba was reunited with his brother and other family 
members thanks to the repatriation movement. He was not aware that his relatives would be coming home 
that day as they had lost contact since 1989.  
 

 
Families returning from Mboki arrive at Juba airport. UNHCR/M. Leynes/Jan. 2007 

 
On a less positive note, the first inaugural flight to Yambio planned for 31 January was cancelled by the 
aircraft company 36 hours before scheduled departure on grounds that the runway was unsafe. After 
discussing alternatives, all parties agreed that the airstrip in Nzara would be a viable option. Following a 
meeting with the State and County authorities, a workforce of 100 laborers was recruited to work on the 
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airstrip. The pilots of the aircraft company will be brought to inspect the airstrip once work is finished and a 
decision to either use the airstrip or bring the returnees for Yambio back by road from Tambura will be taken 
then. Another development with potentially negative consequences for the organized movements was 
information received on the evening of 31 January that a sizeable group of LRA fighters was sighted around 
Gangura and Nabiapai, two locations close to and right on the border with the DRC, south of Yambio.  
 
Return from Egypt 
Sudanese are increasingly approaching the UNHCR office in Cairo to register for voluntary repatriation to 
Sudan. During 2006, 1,214 Sudanese were counselled and signed voluntary repatriation forms, 881 
individuals departed on voluntary repatriation to Sudan and 333 Sudanese are pending finalization of exit 
formalities (exit-visas). The momentum is expected to continue in 2007. The number of persons assisted to 
return so far in 2007 is 161. A further 51 individuals have signed voluntary repatriation forms and are being 
processed for return within the coming weeks.  
 
First organized IDP movements in Blue Nile 
The first convoy carrying 24 IDPs from Damazin to Zeriba (Kurmuk Locality) on 23 January marked the start 
of the organized IDP return operation of some 15,000 IDPs within Blue Nile State conducted jointly by 
UNHCR, IOM, SRRC/Humanitarian Affairs Commission (HAC) and partners.  

 
The second and third organized convoys 
transporting a total of 131 IDPs departed on 
30 and 31 January respectively from 
Damazin (Higra Sharq Zone) for Bulang 
(Bau Locality), some 65 kilometres away. 
The Commissioner of Bau, SRRC/HAC, 
UNMISS RRR, UNHCR, WFP and MAG 
were present at the departure point. Prior to 
boarding, the IDPs were registered and 
medically screened to ensure that they were 
fit for travel. They also received mine risk 
education. The fourth and last convoy to 
Bulang departed Damazin on 1 February 
with 60 individuals.  
 
A fifth organized convoy left Jocob for 
Kurmuk on 4 February with 98 individuals on 
board. 
 
These organized movements follow the IDP 
returns operational plan retreat held on 17 
December 2006 among UN agencies, NGOs 
and SRRC/HAC and several inter-agency 
meetings.  
 
Photo above: First convoy movement to 
Zeriba. UNHCR/A. Awil Hersi /Jan. 2007 
 
Photo left: IDPs departing for Bau. 
UNHCR/A. Awil Hersi /Jan. 2007 
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Organized IDP movements to Bor 
During the reporting period, the movement to Bor of Bor Dinka IDPs at Lologo transit camp in Juba resumed, 
with the first group of 263 persons departing on 24 January on the IOM-chartered barge. The trip was 
interrupted when the barge was stopped at a previously unknown checkpoint in Mangala and fired at by a 
group of soldiers suspected to be SPLA. The soldiers proceeded to search the barge before allowing it to 
continue. The IDPs on board were unhurt, except for one who was beaten by the soldiers when he protested 
their behaviour. From Mangala, the barge continued all the way to Bor stopping at every checkpoint. The 
barge arrived the following day after a journey of 36 hours. On arrival in Bor, the returnees were received by 
UNHCR and implementing partner ATLAS and welcomed by the Governor of Jonglei, who assured that 
similar incidents would not recur. The matter is being taken up with the authorities by the Deputy 
Humanitarian Coordinator in Juba. The returnees were temporarily accommodated at the new way station 
and then dispersed to their communities of return.  
 
While IOM organizes barge movements, UNHCR manages reception of the IDP returnees at its way station 
in Bor, distribution of non-food items, dispersal to areas of return and returnee monitoring. UNHCR has also 
been involved in management of Lologo transit centre in Juba, providing health, education and other basic 
services as well as registration and protection during the IDPs’ prolonged stay at Lologo since July 2006.  
 
Community-based protection training 
On 11-13 December 2006, UNHCR, in collaboration with Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), conducted a 
community-based protection training, which was attended by 34 people from Bor County (Jonglei State), 
including representatives from state/county authorities, NGOs, community-based organizations, youth and 
women’s organizations as well as church leaders. The training focused on basic human rights, protection 
principles, women’s and children’s rights, HIV/AIDS and the role of the local authorities in protection. 
 
Land and property workshop 
On 14-15 December, UNHCR, FAO, South Sudan Land Commission and NRC facilitated a land and property 
workshop in Bor, Jonglei State. Fifty-four delegates from various sectors of society participated. The 
workshop aimed to raise awareness on the possible land allocation/restitution problems the returnees might 
face upon return. The authorities indicated that in rural areas few problems were expected for returnees 
belonging to the community, but that there could be problems for returning women.  
 
Sexual and gender-based violence forum 
UNHCR participated in the first sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) forum meeting for 2007 in Yei. 
The meeting was aimed at discussing the work plan for 2007. Some of the activities discussed were weekly 
visits to the prison by the Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) doctor, involvement of the military in SGBV 
trainings, training of clinical officers for case management and psychosocial counselling for SGBV survivors. 
The plan will be finalized at the next meeting scheduled for 8 February. 
 
Distribution of sanitary materials 
On 19 December 2006, UNHCR handed over 20 bales of sanitary materials (4,800 pieces) to the Ministry Of 
Education of Eastern Equatoria State. Mrs. Elizabeth Aliardo Paul, Director of Gender and Social Change, 
and Mrs. Regina Amek Moses, Assistant to the Director for Girl Child Education, received the donation on 
behalf of the Ministry. It was agreed that the Ministry will facilitate the distribution in Torit, Lafon, Ikotos and 
Magwi counties to girls attending mixed gender primary and secondary day schools, vulnerable women (as 
identified by the Director for Gender and Social Change) and female participants of trainings on gender- 
related issues. Leaflets on hygiene awareness were also provided to teachers in charge of the distribution. 
Follow-up visits are conducted by the Ministry of Education to monitor the progress of distribution. 
 
“Return of Qualified Sudanese” programme  
UNHCR, IOM, International Rescue Committee (IRC) and the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 
held a meeting on the “Return of Qualified Sudanese” programme on 14 December 2006 to discuss how 
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teachers who graduated from the Kakuma Teacher Training College (Kenya) after a two-year training course 
could benefit from this IOM programme upon returning home. The meeting found that applications had been 
received by the Ministry in Juba but needed to be dispatched to the various states for processing. In a follow 
up to this meeting on 28 December, it was decided that the Ministry would facilitate the dispatch of the 
applications to the respective states with UNHCR’s assistance. 
 
Regional retreat on the way forward in South Sudan 
UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for Operations, Ms. Judy Cheng-Hopkins, and the Director of the 
Africa Bureau, Ms. Marjon Kamara, are currently visiting Sudan to take part in a regional retreat on South 
Sudan to be held in Khartoum from 5 to 7 February. Participants will include UNHCR Representatives of 
neighboring countries and colleagues from South Sudan, Khartoum and Geneva. The aim of the retreat is to 
take stock of achievements in 2006 and strategize on the way forward. UNHCR expects over 100,000 
Sudanese refugees to return during 2007 and is expanding its return and reintegration operation in South 
Sudan to respond to the increasing desire expressed by Sudanese refugees to come home.  
 
During the reporting period, repatriation of refugees to South Sudan and Blue Nile State reached 100,690, of 
which 30,205 returned through organized movements (614 from CAR and Kenya) and under the assisted 
self-repatriation scheme (578 from Egypt, Ethiopia and Uganda). An estimated 340,000 Sudanese refugees 
remain in exile, in neighboring CAR, DRC, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda.  
 

 
Returnee triplet girls from CAR in Tambura. UNHCR/C. Hamm/Jan. 2007 

 
 
Update on funding situation as at 4 February 2007 
2007 Requirements for South Sudan/countries of asylum: US$ 55,067,725 
2007 Contributions: US$ 7,130,511 
2006 Requirements: US$ 65,863,243  
2006 Contributions: US$ 60,119,609 
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EEEAAASSSTTTEEERRRNNN   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
   
Security 
The overall situation remained stable during the period under review. Representatives from the Eastern 
Sudan Front have been touring the region (Gedaref, Kassala and Red Sea State) following the signing of the 
peace agreement between the Sudanese Government and the Eastern Front in October 2006. In Kassala, 
the Eastern Sudan Front plans to open an office. However, further deployment of political activities of the 
Eastern Sudan Front has been delayed due to discussions within the Front on the appointment of people to 
key government positions at the federal and local level.  
 
New arrivals 
Eritrean asylum seekers continue to arrive across the border at an average of 85 individuals a week. The 
majority are single males who deserted the army or are evading the draft.  
 
Overall cooperation between different local authorities in the asylum procedure has improved since the non-
refoulement workshops held in Gedaref and Kassala in September 2006. However, individual interventions 
with the Immigration Department and National Security by UNHCR and the Commissioner for Refugees 
(COR) remain necessary to ensure that everyone has access to the asylum procedure, especially in the case 
of Somalis. 
 
Deportation 
Two Ethiopian children of 15 and 16 years old were deported from Gedaref on 11 January by the Immigration 
Department. They are both children of Ethiopian refugees living in Khartoum. The Immigration Department 
claimed that they were not aware of their refugee status. After UNHCR’s intervention, the Immigration 
Department agreed to re-admit the children on Sudanese territory. According to the latest information, the 
children returned to the Sudanese border area. UNHCR is following up to facilitate the reunification of the 
children with their families. 
 
Registration 
A registration exercise which comprised the updating of registration information with births and deaths and a 
verification of the camp population at the household level was completed. To verify the camp population at 
the household level, an address system was introduced and a map of the camp was drawn. In total, 1,792 
houses were identified and located on the map. It was noted that among the refugees who were relocated 
from refugee camps which were closed in 2003 and 2004 many had returned to their previous camps. It was 
also observed that 20 percent of the camp population did not register for refugee status determination after 
the declaration of the Cessation Clause for Eritreans in 2002. 
 
 
Update on funding situation as at 4 February 2007 
2007 Requirements for East Sudan/Khartoum: US$ 13,676,273 
2007 Contributions: US$ 2,968,250 
2006 Requirements: US$ 12,860,950 
2006 Contributions: US$ 9,851,932 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR   
 
Security 
On 13 January, Heads of UN field offices, sections of UNMIS and international NGOs met with Sudanese 
parliament members of the Defence Committee in the presence of the West Darfur Wali in El Geneina. The 
Khartoum-based parliamentary committee was carrying out an all-Darfur security review and the impact of 
insecurity on humanitarian programmes. The Area Security Coordinator (ASC) welcomed the delegation and 
expressed the commitment of humanitarian actors to help those affected by the conflict despite a very 
challenging security situation. He warned that assistance would not reach those in need if insecurity 
continued to prevail as all West Darfur roads were “no go” for international staff. The committee expressed its 
gratitude to the international community for its performance in the midst of numerous security challenges, but 
also complained about reports on sensitive issues sent out by humanitarian actors and their link with the 
international media. According to the committee, UN agencies and NGOs were fuelling rebels with “hijacked 
cars” because drivers were not screened prior to their recruitment.  
 
The overall security situation in El Geneina is calm. During the Area Security Management Team (ASMT) 
West Darfur meeting on 14 January it was decided to move the curfew from 18h00 to 2h00, but to maintain 
certain security measures to minimize the threat of hijacking of cars.  
 
Serious fighting between the Arab militias/SLA and Government forces in Jebel Marra locality was reported. 
During the last week of December 2006 and early this year, eight villages – Surmo, Karnina, Boldong, 
Kumda, Kurwol, Udiyo, Kortum and Kano – were affected. Kotrum, known to be one of the bread baskets and 
largest markets in the area, was reportedly attacked and about five billion Sudanese Dinars of materials and 
property were reportedly destroyed. Eight persons were reported killed and 20 wounded. 
 
Increased aggression of UN/INGO property was witnessed in Garsila as well as movement of armed 
elements in Garsila, Bindisi, Foro Baranga and Mukjar. In Nyala, local police and security officials raided an 
INGO compound on 19 January and arrested 20 people, including five UN staff and a number of AU and 
INGO staff who were in the INGO compound for a social gathering. The staff were subjected to physical 
assault and verbal abuse during arrest and detention. They were subsequently released. The UN is following 
up on the incident and an investigation into the circumstances of the arrests is ongoing.  
 
WEST DARFUR 
 
Chadian arrivals in Arara 
The reported number of Chadians arriving in Arara has increased from the original 2,053 to approximately 
4,000. The reason for this increase is not entirely clear. However, it is believed that the new number reflects 
previously unrecognized members of the refugee community who have now chosen to identify themselves in 
the hope of benefiting from any future food/non-food distribution. It is not believed that the increase is 
indicative of a substantial number of new arrivals.  
 
It is estimated that approximately 1,000 of the Chadians currently residing in Arara would like to relocate to 
the Um Shalaya refugee camp. UNHCR offices in Habila, El Geneina and Khartoum are coordinating with 
potential partner agencies regarding the verification and registration of the refugee group and the provision of 
transport to Um Shalaya, possibly with IOM.  
 
New Central African refugee arrivals in Um Dukhum 
On 8 January, local authorities accompanied by Mukjar and Um Dukhun HAC Commissioners, approached 
the UNHCR office in Mukjar with an updated report on the situation of Central African refugees in Um 
Dukhun. According to the report, 252 Central African families, composed of 1,876 individuals, were 
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registered on 4 January. They came from four areas in CAR, namely Daba, Sam, Rehaid Angabu and Kafar 
Kadah, and fled because of clashes between rebels and the Government. They settled in five areas in Um 
Dukhun, Aradeba, Ajiena, Hay El Wadi, Jeneina and Usher. Some travelled to Mukjar refugee camp, which is 
now accommodating 234 individuals. The new arrivals have received non-food items from Triangle and 
Intersos, including plastic sheets, and four wells have been dug in the area by Oxfam. Their urgent need is 
food.  
 
Dialogue between aid world and nomads 
On 30 and 31 January, UNHCR effected missions to Sondol, Wastani, Buru, Danbar and Zulei, which are 
currently exclusively nomad areas from where significant Fur populations fled during the crisis in 2003 and 
2004. Discussions with community leaders and trainees under the German Red Cross (GRC)/Sudanese Red 
Crescent (SRC) health programme indicated that there are no returns of Furs in these areas. Nomads are 
experiencing considerable problems due to lack of infrastructure and lack of government administration, 
police or army. An isolated reserve police post exists only in Dundar. Cattle stealing and crop destruction 
were reported as the main problems causing insecurity. The GRS/SRC programme and the CARE water and 
sanitation programme are a positive opening for dialogue between the aid world and the nomads. Save the 
Children-Spain is establishing children’s centres in Sondol, Wastani and Buru. 
 
Extremely vulnerable individuals  
UNHCR is working to form a committee involving other agencies and local groups operating in Habila in 
order to meets the needs of extremely vulnerable individuals. It is hoped that through the committee 
extremely vulnerable individuals will be systematically identified, referred to an agency or local group best 
able to address their particular vulnerability and be regularly monitored to ensure that both protection and 
assistance needs are being met to the greatest extent possible. In addition, a database of extremely 
vulnerable cases will be established to ensure proper monitoring of individual cases, identify trends in 
vulnerability and determine how those trends could relate to larger issues of health, livelihood and security in 
Darfur. 
 
Zalingei IDP camps 
Following the recommendations of the Zalingei Protection Working Group meeting held on 15 January, it was 
agreed that an urgent meeting should be organized by UNMIS with the participation of IDP leaders, including 
women, and representatives from the AU, UNMIS and UNHCR. The purpose of the meeting was to review 
working relations between the AU, IDPs and the Government, evaluate last year’s activities in terms of 
achievements, failures, constraints and come out with joint recommendations for 2007. It should be recalled 
that the AU pulled out of the IDP camps in May 2006, following a violent demonstration by the IDPs during 
which they burnt the AU police post in Hassa Hissa, injured five CivPol officials, destroyed three vehicles and 
requested the AU not to operate in their camp. UNMIS organized meetings in Hamidiya and Hassa Hissa (18 
January) as well as in Khamsadagaig (27 January) IDP camps. The main concerns raised by the AU and the 
IDPs included, among others, non-participation of government and Arab personnel of the AU in camp patrols, 
including firewood collection by IDP women.  
 
Field mission to Nertiti 
UNHCR conducted a field mission to Nertiti to assess the protection situation of the IDP camps and visit 
villages in the area, namely Tmar Bul Jemal, Andro, Kalgo, Abata, Kedbo, Tarmo and Nagadulo, from where 
new arrivals to the Zalingei IDP camps originate. The security situation has worsened since the reported 
armed clashes between the SLA and Arab militias in December 2006. Harassment of IDPs in the camps 
continues, allegedly by Arab militias and the local security agencies, including arbitrary arrests in accusation 
of supporting the SLA. There is also an increased presence of militias and security personnel in the camps, 
looting of shops and houses and rape and other forms of SGBV, allegedly by militias and military personnel 
whose compound is based nearby. AU escort/patrolling has not been resumed. There is also dispute 
between the IDPs and the host community over food distribution, which has been brought to the attention of 
the HAC Commissioner.  



UNHCR Sudan Operations                                    Update 69 – 4 February 2007                                                                 page 12 

Inter-agency mission to Tanjakai  
An inter-agency mission visited Tanjakei (north-east of El Geneina) where an estimated 1,000 families were 
reported to be displaced from east Sirba. The displaced population fled the area because of insecurity as well 
as economic reasons. The IDPs are farmers and nomads originally from Tama, Aringa and Arab tribes. HAC 
has informed the Wali about the situation at Tanjakei and requested the agencies to provide food and shelter 
as well as the Wali to reinforce the security personnel at Tanjakei. Non-food items have been distributed. 
 
New IDP arrivals in El Geneina  
Over the reporting period there has been a steady stream of arrivals from the north into Ardamatta and Dorti 
camps as a result of insecurity around Sirba area. Most of the arrivals are already registered IDPs from these 
areas, fleeing to El Geneina for safety. Close to 1,000 families have arrived. Through coordinated action by 
the agencies, they have been assisted with emergency shelter, food and health care. The new IDPs in 
Ardamatta have spontaneously camped in an unsuitable area near the wadi in a flood plain and refuse to 
move. Basic services cannot be provided there and discussions with the Sheikhs are ongoing to encourage 
them to move.  
 
Riyad camp 
As a result of the December incident in which the AU killed two IDPs, tension has increased between the AU 
and the IDPs in the El Geneina camps, particularly in Riyad camp. UNHCR and UNMIS have intervened to 
diffuse tensions and moderated a reconciliation meeting with the AU CivPol and the Sheikhs. At the meeting, 
the AU explained that the killing of the two IDPs was under investigation and would be handled through the 
appropriate legal channels. The Sheikhs assured the AU that the IDP camp population wished the AU to 
recommence its patrols in and around the camps and that the safety of the unarmed AU CivPol officers 
would be respected. The AU agreed to resume presence. On 26 January, the AU started two shift patrols at 
Riyad, Ardamata and Krinding camps in El Geneina. 
 
IDPs from Darfur in Gezira State 
On 18 December, UNHCR Khartoum participated in a rapid needs assessment mission to the new Dar 
Salaam IDP camp in Gezira State to monitor the situation of the IDPs following their forced relocation in 
August 2006. No access had been gained to the area since September 2006. These IDPs originate from 
Darfur.  
 
During the mission, a number of issues of concern to the IDPs were identified. On a positive note, land 
allocation was in process and many IDP families had received land. A number of IDPs struggled to pay the 
required “locality” fee for the plot (about US$ 50), but there was indication that fees could exceptionally be 
reduced or waived for vulnerable families. Some 300-500 families had not yet been allocated land. Overall, 
there was a lack of basic services, including water and sanitation, health and the school was not sufficient to 
cater to the IDPs. Many IDPs were also still living in makeshift shelters made of sticks, cardboard and pieces 
of plastic bags, whereas some IDPs had already started construction of more solid structures. When asked 
about their preference for solutions, none indicated an intention to return to Darfur; the majority seemed to be 
opting for local integration. As a follow up to the mission, the Humanitarian Coordinator sent a letter to the 
Wali of Gezira presenting the main findings with recommendations for next steps. 
   
 
Update on funding situation as at 4 February 2007 
2007 Requirements for Darfur: US$ 19,739,131 
2007 Contributions: US$ 1,549,243 
2006 Revised requirements: US$ 21,085,381 
2006 Contributions: US$ 22,126,194 


