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"I noticed a difference between my daughter and her older siblings. She did not 
react with the sounds surrounding her. She did not answer my calls." Suzan added 
"I was traumatized when I discovered that my daughter was deaf. It was the first 
time for me to even think about deafness." 

Suzan teaching her youngest deaf child Mohammed
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Eleven years ago, this was Suzan's 
comment when she discovered the 
deafness of her daughter Fida'a. Fida'a, a 
fourteen-year-old girl, with two of her 
younger siblings were born deaf. Suzan 
Banar, lives with her seven children in El 
Shejaeia, eastern area of the Gaza Strip; 
in a modest house containing only little 
basic furniture. 

During the past years, Suzan has not been 
able to join any sign language (SL) 
training courses as a result of her inability 
to pay transportation costs to attend the 
sessions. Even though, she did not learn 
Sign Language, Suzan overcame any 
communication difficulties with her deaf 
older two children by using a random Sign 
Language. They used to have an isolated 
personality and were not interested in 
making relations with others. But the 
condition was not the same with her 
youngest deaf son Mohammed. 
Mohammed is a five-year-old active little 
boy who loves to play with others. The 
lack of interest of Mohammed's family 
members to communicate with him in 
addition to their inability to speak Sign 

Language made him depressed and irascible. Mohammed refused to respond to his mother's 
random Sign Language especially after learning Sign Language from Atfaluna Kindergarten.  
The little boy's attitude increased the tension in the house which affected all the family 
members.

"Early Intervention Program" 

Lately, Suzan participated in "Atfaluna Early Intervention Program (EI)" which was 
established as an independent program early this year 2009. The program aims at giving an 
opportunity for deaf children to be able to take a part in their families' lives. The Program 
offers a comprehensive rehabilitation services for deaf children – aged less than 4 years - and 
their family members. This time, Suzan was able to join the program since her transportation 
fees and some other marginalized families fees were covered by the Society which allowed 
them to benefit from the program. Through her access to the Early Intervention Program, 
Suzan obtained many services including sign language training courses, appropriate hearing 
aids for her deaf children, social and counseling sessions, awareness raising workshops, and 
home visits. Suzan commented on the program and said "Finally, I have had the chance to 
change the family life style and to reunite the family members". Throughout the 
program courses and sessions, Suzan become capable to talk with her deaf children smoothly. 
She also was able to merge them with other family members and encourage them to 
participate in group activities instead of the isolated lives they were living.

Mohammed's skills obviously improved during this year 
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Suzan added "Now I can successfully review my 
children’s homework which helps to raise their 
educational attainment". She added "In addition to 
this, my relation with my deaf kids improved a lot. 
We talk and laugh for hours".
During the Early Intervention sessions, Suzan had 
the chance to discuss Mohammed's anger problem 
and to get some advice from the social workers. In 
addition, she benefited from other mother’s cases. 
Mona Abu Ramadan, Atfaluna Kindergarten 
supervisor, said "Mohammed's teachers noted the 
development in his attitude this year. His 
personality and education abilities have enhanced 
due to the ongoing and simultaneous efforts in 
kindergarten and at home". "Two days ago, 
Mohammed came home from school and told me 
stories about his teacher and friends for the first 
time. It was amazing." Suzan said.

Mohammed's favorite game is playing with tools 
and cars. Hopefully, When Mohmmed finishes his 
school he can find a way to learn automobile 
mechanic to find job opportunity in the field he 
loves the most.

Atfaluna Outreach Clinic

As a new student in Atfaluna kindergarten, Mohammed got two new hearing aids to help him 
maintain his slight hearing abilities and improve his speech skills.
This year, "Atfaluna Outreach Clinic" was incredibly active in distributing 1124 new hearing 
aids which equals %160 increase rate than the last year 2008. The hearing aids, funded by 
ASDC supporters and friends, covered ASDC hearing aids waiting list for 2009.

On behalf of Gaza’s deaf children and adults, we thank all our friends and supporters for their 
continued support which has enabled us to provide new hearing aids to the deaf children and 
adults in the Gaza Strip.

ASDC staff and deaf children are deeply grateful to Islamic Relief, UNDP, BMZ, CBM, 
EU, Anera, Human appeal, and a special thanks to all the individual donations made.. 
Without your support we would not be able to help 670 deaf persons and offer them 
hearing aids during this year. 

Mohammed loves to play with tools and cars  
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In-kind Donation 

Suzan's husband has been unemployed for seven years just like many of ASDC services 
recipients; this of course means there is no income for Susan’s family. Her family depends on 
aids offered by the Ministry of Social Affairs and ASDC. During this year and due to Suzan’s 
difficult financial situation, ASDC provided her and her family with food baskets, hygiene kits, 
clothes, school uniform for her three deaf children, school bags and stationery. 

In these tough days, as a result of the difficult economic situation and rising unemployment in 
the Gaza Strip, ASDC is working hard to lend a hand to deaf people especially during the 
holidays. ASDC provided 2,259 of our deaf students, workers, and their families some basic 
needs from food, bread, milk, winter clothing, hygiene kits, school uniforms, and school bags 
and stationary. 

If you would like to lend a hand to the deaf children of the Gaza Strip, you can offer 
your generous donation by bank transfer. Please send us an email to 
atfaluna@atfaluna.net in order to provide you with all necessary information. 


