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COMMISSION DECISION 

of  

on the approval and financing of a Global Plan for humanitarian operations in West 
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THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, 

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 1257/96 of 20 June 1996 concerning humanitarian aid1, 
and in particular Articles 2 and 15(2) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) The global acute malnutrition rate among children under five in the Sahel region of 
West Africa is above the internationally agreed emergency threshold.  

(2) The people of the Sahel are increasingly at risk from external cyclical shocks such as 
drought, locusts, price rises, epidemics and floods.  

(3) The continuing lack of reliable and timely nutrition information demands 
improvements in the collection and analysis of data to help better comprehend the 
extent and impact of acute malnutrition and the wide dissemination of that information 
in the Sahel and elsewhere to enable the decision-makers and governments concerned 
to take the appropriate policy decisions and back them with resources to match. 

(4) The health and nutrition situation of the most vulnerable groups in the Sahel, in 
particular children under five and nursing and pregnant women, has significantly 
deteriorated, as have their coping mechanisms. The situation is raising concern and 
calls for emergency health and nutrition support and the strengthening of coping 
capacities.  

(5) The increasing frequency of small-scale disasters likewise necessitates the 
development of local response capacities and calls for the pre-positioning of 
emergency relief stocks. 

(6) The West African countries concerned by this Global Plan are Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Mali, Mauritania and Niger. 

(7) As the scale and complexity of the humanitarian crisis are such that it seems likely to 
continue, a Global Plan must be adopted that provides a coherent framework for 
humanitarian action. 

                                                 
1 OJ L 163, 2.7.1996, p. 1. 
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(8) An assessment of the humanitarian situation leads to the conclusion that humanitarian 
aid operations should be financed by the European Communities for a period of 12 
months. 

(9) It is estimated that a sum of EUR 13 000 000 (of which EUR 5 000 000 from Article 
23 02 01 and EUR 8 000 000 from Article 23 02 02) from the general budget of the 
European Communities is needed in order to provide humanitarian and food aid to the 
most vulnerable, taking into account the available budget, operations by other donors, 
and other factors. The activities covered by this Global Plan may therefore be financed 
in full in accordance with Article 253 of the detailed rules for the implementation of 
the Financial Regulation. 

(10) This Decision constitutes a financing decision within the meaning of Article 75 of the 
Financial Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/20022, Article 90 of Commission 
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2342/2002 laying down detailed rules for the 
implementation of the Financial Regulation3 and Article 15 of the internal rules for the 
implementation of the general budget of the European Communities4. 

(11) To reach the people in need, the aid may be channelled through non-governmental 
organisations or international organisations, including United Nations agencies. The 
European Commission will therefore implement the budget by direct centralised 
management or by joint management. 

(12) To ensure its effective implementation at the beginning of the 2009 financial year, this 
Global Plan could exceptionally be adopted in 2008. 

(13) In accordance with Article 17(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1257/96 of 20 June 1996, the 
Humanitarian Aid Committee delivered a favourable opinion on [insert date], 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 
1. In accordance with the objectives and general principles of humanitarian aid, the 
Commission hereby approves a sum of EUR 13 000 000 for a 2009 Global Plan of 
humanitarian action to assist the vulnerable of the Sahel region of West Africa under Articles 
23 02 01 (EUR 5 000 000) and 23 02 02 (EUR 8 000 000) of the general budget of the 
European Communities. 

2. In accordance with Article 2 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/96, the humanitarian 
operations in this Global Plan shall be implemented with the following specific objectives: 

- to provide multisector aid to contribute to the sustainable reduction of acute malnutrition and 
keep it below the emergency thresholds. 

An amount of EUR 5 000 000 from budget line 23.02.01 has been allocated to this specific 
objective. 

- to provide food assistance to complement the global strategy for the reduction of acute 
malnutrition. 

                                                 
2 OJ L 248, 16.9.2002, p. 1. 
3 OJ L 357, 31.12.2002, p. 1. 
4 Commission Decision of 5 March 2008, C/2008/773. 



 

EN    EN 

An amount of EUR 8 000 000 from budget article 23.02.02 has been allocated to this specific 
objective.  

Article 2 
1. This Global Plan shall be implemented over a maximum period of 12 months, starting on 
1 January 2009. 

2. Expenditure under this Global Plan shall be eligible from 1 January 2009. 

3. If the operations envisaged in this Global Plan are suspended owing to force majeure or 
comparable circumstances, the period of suspension shall not be taken into account for the 
calculation of the period of implementation of this Global Plan. 

Article 3 
1. The Commission shall implement the budget by direct centralised management in its 
departments or by joint management with international organisations. 

2. The operations financed by the Global Plan shall be implemented:  

- either by non-profit-making organisations which satisfy the eligibility and viability criteria 
laid down in Article 7 of Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/96;  

- or by international organisations. 

3. Taking account of the specific nature of humanitarian aid, the type of activities to be 
undertaken, the specific location restraints and the level of urgency, the activities covered by 
this Global Plan may be financed in full in accordance with Article 253 of the implementing 
rules for the Financial Regulation. 

Article 4 
1. The amount of EUR 13 000 000 will depend on the availability of funds from the 2009 
general budget of the European Communities. 

2. This Decision will take effect on the date of its adoption. 

Done at Brussels, [date to be inserted by SG] 

 For the Commission 
 Member of the Commission 


