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United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
Floods in Central and East Africa
July through August 2007

Cameroon
Rains in Mokolo, north Cameroon, started earlier than usual and with an unprecedented intensity
seriously affecting 1,440 persons. The Floods have made 1,220 people homeless and destroyed 150
houses and 225 granaries.
The IFRC requested $28,836 to respond to the needs and to replenish stocks. The Government has
donated $ 65,318 to the response. (IFRC, 31 Aug)
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Sudan
The states worst affected include the Blue Nile, Gedaref, Gezira, Jonglei, Kassala, Khartoum, North
Kordofan, Red Sea, Unity, Upper Nile, and White Nile. Over 410,000 people have been directly
affected, at least 200,000 of whom were rendered homeless. Floods have indirectly damaged
livelihoods, including loss of atleast 12,000 livestock, and over 42,000 Ha of crops.
Floods are expected to continue into September. Rainfall may also continue to compound the impacts
of civil insecurity and severely limit humanitarian access in Darfur and eastern Chad. Atleast 3.5
million people could be at risk of epidemics, such as acute watery diarrhoea (AWD).
The Government of Sudan and UN and Partners have launched a flash appeal for $ 20.2m (28 Aug)
to provide assistance to those affected of which  $13.5m has been sucured through the Central
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and Pooled Funds. (UN and Partners, Flash Appeal, 28 Aug)

Ethiopia
Increased dam and river water levels continue to pose flood risk with an estimated 103,000 affected
and 20,000 displaced in Afar, Amhara, Tigray, SNNPR and Gambella regions. Floods have
exacerbated the spread of Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) in Amhara Region.  Lake Tana water
levels continue to rise and may lead to more displacement and flooding.
Emergency coordination taskforces have been put in place, early warning messages have been
communicated and a contingency plan is being  finalized. At risk communities and livestock have
been evacuated to higher grounds. Government led joint verification assessment missions are being
conducted in Amhara, SNNP and Afar regions.  (OCHA Ethiopia, 29 Aug)
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Somalia
Localised flooding caused by a breach of the Shabelle river banks has affected 1,300 hectares of
farmland in Middle Shabelle region. Rains persist in the Ethiopian highlands that flow into the
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Kenya
Heavy rains in Western Province have flooded lowland areas and contributed to landslides affecting
some 21,000 people. The flood situation is  generally under control, although rains are expected to
continue into mid September.  Malaria and water borne diseases are of immediate concern, although
no outbreaks have been reported.
The Government has responded to floods with contributions from Kenya Red Cross, MSF France and
Spain, World Vision. (OCHA Kenya, 22 Aug)

!

Uganda
Rains across eastern and central districts of Uganda have been the heaviest in 35 years. Initial
reports indicate that at least 50,000 households have been affected by loss of first season crops
and/or damage to homes, schools and other infrastructure and water and sanitation facilities. Flood
damage to roads and bridges has hampered access to some districts, leaving some of the most
severely-affected areas completely cut off.
Initial assessments are being followed up by teams working to provide initial response in the affected
areas (OCHA Uganda, Aug 31).
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Chad
Floods have led to an unconfirmed number of deaths, displacement and some damage to land.  A
MSF assessment and humanitarian assistance have been hampered by poor road and air access.
Floods at the Sudan/Chadian border have been reported and water levels are increasing on the
Chadian side threatening the Habile IDP site (30,000).
The Government pledged $ 623,000 to cover initial shelter, food and  medicine and has appealed to
the international community for assistance. (IRIN, Aug 27, OCHA Chad, Aug 14)
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Floods in Central and East Africa persist and have been wide spread in July and August 2007.
Monitoring, assessment and response varies from country to country due to conflict, remote location and
damage to infrastructure as a result of heavy rains. Some flooding is within the normal range of rains for
the season, however some situations, such as in Sudan and Uganda have reached a critical stage.
Exact figures for the affected population are difficult to provide as some areas have been rendered
inaccessible. This summary is for overview of the situation, see County Office updates for details.
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               Flood areas

Eritrea
Flash floods have affected Tesseney and Gash Barka region damaging infrastructure. An estimated
20,000 people do not have access to safe water.
The government and UNICEF responded with emergency supplies and repairs.(OCHA Eritrea,
June/July 2007)
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