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Gender Response for the Haiti Earthquake  
 

Newsletter Update and Relevant Resources 

Over two months have passed since the powerful earthquake devastated the small Caribbean nation of 
Haiti. While relief efforts have achieved tremendous results, thousands of people, most of them women 
and children, are still at risk of gender-based violence (GBV), sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA) and 
human trafficking, and the humanitarian community must continue to ensure that gender equality princi-
ples are applied throughout the relief effort to address the multiple vulnerabilities which affect women 
and children.  
 
This newsletter provides both an overview of some critical gender issues in humanitarian emergencies, 
as well as related available resources and tools which may help in the Haitian response effort. Please 
note that these are only a handful of the available tools which exist to assist organizational response in 
emergencies, however, we hope that you find this short list useful. Please continue to send us additional 
tools which might be useful to include in newsletter updates. Also, if you would like to be added to the 
mailing list for our newsletter updates, please email the following InterAction staff below. And please feel 
free to share with newsletter with others that might be interested. Thank you.  
 
Peter Chang (pchang@interaction.org)  
Jeannie Harvey (jharvey@interaction.org) 
Julie Montgomery (jmontgom@interaction.org) 
Heather Powell (hpowell@interaction.org). 

 
 
Impact on Gender Issues 
Our experience shows us that too often in an emergency, addressing gender-related needs are the last 
priority. We know that in disasters, women, girls, men and boys are affected differently and have differ-
ent needs. Our assistance efforts must take into account these differences and the opportunities they 
present. By not developing gender-sensitive programming, there are often gaps in humanitarian re-
sponse – for example: 

Lack of functional health care for pregnant mothers and newborns, including pre- and post-natal 
care and trauma induced miscarriages.  

Large numbers of unaccompanied, orphaned or separated children, who require immediate care 
and child protection from exploitation and human trafficking.  

Rise of gender-based violence (GBV), a harmful act that is perpetrated against a person’s will and 
that is based on differences between males and females,  

Rise of sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA), the actual or attempted abuse of power or physical 
intrusion of a sexual nature, specifically by humanitarian and UN workers, of women and girls,  

Rise of female and child trafficking within countries and across borders.  

Unequal access by women, and especially female-headed households, to humanitarian aid and sup-
plies due to power inequalities exacerbated by the earthquake. 

Critical Gender Issues 
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The Emergency Response 
In light of these differences, effective aid must take steps to strategically target the needs of women, 
girls, men and boys to ensure that aid reaches the intended recipients and that assistance gets to the 
most vulnerable.  

Use gender analysis for all projects; making sure that all relief efforts adequately address the needs 
of each group and take into account the constraints they face as well as their access or lack of ac-
cess to resources. 

Ensure equal participation of women and men in consultation and decision making, since each 
group brings different needs and ideas to the table. Keep in mind the different gender dynamics 
where women may not be able to express their opinions in the presence of men, or where some 
men may be disadvantaged due to ethnic, race or economic status.  

Maintain awareness of the potential for increased GBV and SEA and design programming that will 
help with prevention. 

Collect data that is disaggregated by sex and age to ensure accurate analysis of the impacts of hu-
manitarian response on the entire population. Non-discriminatory data collection also affirms the 
equal importance of every individual despite their gender and age.  

Coordinate relief efforts and share information and best practices with other organizations to insure 
effective and efficient use of resources and reaching the maximum number of people who are in 
need. 

Ensure that your field staff are trained in gender awareness or that you include gender expertise in 
all field-based teams.  

For more information on gender equal programming, please refer to pages 9-13 of the IASC Gender 
Handbook, mentioned in the resource section.  

Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Prevention and Response 
During a crisis, the affected population becomes more dependent on others for survival, thereby making 
them more susceptible to SEA by humanitarian workers, UN and NGO staff. Preventing SEA begins with 
sensitivity to the different needs of women, girls, men and boys. When responding to emergencies, hu-
manitarian actors must ensure that SEA prevention is a core component of all programs. Note that while 
we often think of women and girls as the victims of sexual assault and exploitation, men and boys may 
also experience SEA.  

Inform beneficiaries of their rights to free aid and that any demands on them sexually are a violation 
of their rights. 

Provide a method for beneficiaries to file complaints, and ensure that beneficiaries have knowledge 
of this method and process.  

Allegations of SEA, especially those committed by humanitarian personnel, must be taken seriously 
and thoroughly investigated to prevent undermining of credibility and to ensure that organizations 
are meeting humanitarian standards.  

Uphold privacy and protection in camps and emergency shelters, e.g. separate living quarters, well-
lit sanitary facilities, etc.  

For more information, see the Gender ABCs and the SEA Haiti Flyer in the resource section. Addi-
tional information can also be found here:  (hppt://www.un.org/en/pseataskforce/).  

What’s Next 
As humanitarian aid continues to arrive and relief work is underway, the operation in Haiti is beginning to 
shift from rescue to reconstruction. Gender must remain a core focus in the recovery plans to facilitate 
the rebuilding of a gender equal Haiti.  

Ensure the equal participation of women and men in consultation and decision making.  

Remember that gender minded recovery plans are the key to rebuilding a gender equal Haiti.  

Analyze data by gender and age to better understand the unique needs of all Haitians. Gender-
minded recovery must take into account the needs of the entire population, not just particular 
groups.  

Train women and men equally and employ them in actual recovery efforts and in the police force. 
Partnering with Haitian women and men in their recovery efforts will promote a more gender equal 
society. 
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Addressing Gender Equality 
 
OneResponse Gender ABC in the Haiti Emergency 
Provides a quick, three-step “how-to” on addressing gender issues in Haiti, including practical instruc-
tions of ways to integrate gender in the various sectors of disaster response. Available in English, 
French, Spanish, Haitian Creole. 
 
Gender Briefing Kit for Field Staff   
Contains information on gender relations in Haiti before and after the earthquake as well as contact in-
formation for key women’s organizations in Port-au-Prince. 
 
IASC Gender Handbook in Humanitarian Action 
A manual that lays out the practical and legal framework for why gender matters in crisis situations. Pro-
vides practical models and specific methods to addressing gender issues in the seven clusters of hu-
manitarian action:  

Relevant Tools and Resources 

1.  Camp Coordination and Camp Management  6.  Non-food items 
2.  Education      7.  Registration 
3.  Food issues      8.  Shelter 
4.  Health       9. Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
5. Livelihoods 
Available in six languages.  

IASC E-Learning Course on Gender and Humanitarian Action 
A 3-hour, online course based on the Gender Handbook designed for humanitarian workers to learn and 
practice integrating gender into program planning, implementation and evaluation. Note:  The course 
was formally launched on March 11th. For more information, contact Julie Montgomery 
(jmontgom@interaction.org).  
 
 
Gender-based Violence Prevention and Response 
 
IASC Guidelines for GBV Interventions in Humanitarian Settings 
Details minimum interventions for sexual and GBV prevention and response to be undertaken in the 
early stages of an emergency. Contains twenty-five action sheets in ten functional/sector areas. Avail-
able in five languages.  
 
Guidance with key GBV Messages for Haiti 
Developed by the GBV Area of Responsibility Working Group. Available in English, Spanish and Haitian 
Creole. 
 
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Prevention and Response 
 
Guidance for UN and NGO Staff working in Haiti on How to Respond to SEA by Agency Person-
nel 
Provides a list of necessary measures humanitarian aid organizations must take into account to prevent 
SEA of women and girls. Also contains links to other prevention measures. Developed by the UN and 
NGO Task Force on Protection from SEA. Available in English and French. This and additional informa-
tion can be found here (http://www.un.org/en/pseataskforce/).  
 

 

http://oneresponse.info/crosscutting/gender/Pages/Gender.aspx
http://oneresponse.info/crosscutting/gender/Documents/Gender%20ABC%20Haiti%20emergenc%2020100121.pdf
http://oneresponse.info/crosscutting/gender/Documents/Gender%20ABC%20Haiti%20emergency%2020100124%20french.pdf
http://oneresponse.info/crosscutting/gender/Documents/Gender%20ABC%20Haiti%20emergency%2020100122%20espanol.pdf
http://oneresponse.info/crosscutting/gender/Documents/Gender%20ABC%20Haiti%20emergency_Kreyol%20version%2021%20Jan%202010new.pdf
http://oneresponse.info/crosscutting/gender/Documents/Briefing%20kit%20Gender%20Haiti.pdf
http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/pageloader.aspx?page=content-products-products&productcatid=3
http://review.enspire.com/apps/interaction/final/gender_equality/movie.html?launched=true
mailto:jmontgom@interaction.org
http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/pageloader.aspx?page=content-subsidi-tf_gender-gbv
http://www.un.org/en/pseataskforce/
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Protection Materials / Addressing Additional Protection Needs of Affected Populations 
 
Protection Cluster Key Messages  
A one-page brief that highlights several key practical steps to enhancing protection of at-risk populations 
in Haiti. (Last updated on 02/18/2010).  
 
IASC Guidance Note for Mental Health and Psychological Support in Emergency Settings 
Issued by the ISAC to enable humanitarian actors to plan, establish and coordinate a set of minimum 
multi-sectoral responses to protect and improve people’s mental health and psycho-social well-being in 
the midst of an emergency. Available in four languages.  
 
 
Addressing Mental Health and Psycho-social Needs 
 
IASC Guidance Note for Mental Health and Psychological Support:  Haiti Earthquake Emergency 
Response 
A guidance note developed by the IASC specifically to respond to the needs in Haiti. Available in Eng-
lish, French and Haitian Creole. For a copy, please contact Heather Powell (hpowell@interaction.org).  
 
Key Messages and Guidance for Action Regarding Persons with Disabilities and the Humanitar-
ian Response in Haiti 
A Guidance note developed by the Women’s Refugee Commission.  
 
Understanding and Coping with Traumatic Stress 
Provides an overview of traumatic stress as it is related to humanitarian work, and helpful coping strate-
gies for dealing with it. Developed by the Headington Institute. Available in two versions:  text and inter-
active e-learning. Available in English, Spanish, French and Russian (pdf only).  
 
 
Addressing Child Protection Needs 
 
Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children 
Developed by the International Social Service and SOS-Children’s Village International.  
 
The Lost Ones:  Emergency Care and Family Tracing for Separated Children from Birth to Five 
Years 
Guidance developed by UNICEF on how to care for children under five years old who have been sepa-
rated from their families in emergencies. Includes chapters on tracing, registering, verification, reunificia-
tion and the provision of care to meet developmental needs.  
 
Action for the Rights of the Child (ARC):  Separated Children 
A training resource pack on preventing the separation of children from their caregivers, assessing and 
locating separated children, care arrangements, family tracing and reunification, and monitoring and 
supporting separated children.  
 
Working with Separated Children:  Field Guide and Training Manual 
A comprehensive guide to programming for separatd children. Includes chapters on agency coordina-
tion, prevention, documentation, tracing, reunification and emergency and interim care placements.  
 
Mobility Mapping and Flow Diagrams:  Tools for Family Tracing and Social Reintegration Work 
with Separated Children 
Detailed guidance on using drawing with children to facilitate documentation and tracing efforts, as well 
as a tool for reintegrating separated children into families.  
 
 

http://www.who.int/hac/network/interagency/news/mental_health_guidelines/en/
mailto:hpowell@interaction.org
http://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/persons-with-disabilities-and-the-humanitarian-response
http://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/persons-with-disabilities-and-the-humanitarian-response
http://www.headington-institute.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1783
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/Documents/SOSpublication-Guidelines-AlternativeCare.pdf
http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=21727&themeID=1005&topicID=1033
http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=21727&themeID=1005&topicID=1033
http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=21728&themeID=1005&topicID=1033
http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=21729&themeID=1005&topicID=1033
http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=21730&themeID=1005&topicID=1033
http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=21730&themeID=1005&topicID=1033
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Inter-Agency Guiding Principles on Unaccompanied and Separated Children 
The guidelines instruct on tracing and family reunification, care arrangements, durable arrangements, 
special issues related to refugee children, and promotion of children’s rights.  
 
The Keeping Children Safe Coalition Toolkit 
A complete package for people working in child protection across the world. The KCS Toolkit aims to 
support agencies at international, national and local levels to put child protection into practice. Available 
in English and French.  

http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/html/p1101
http://www.keepingchildrensafe.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5:welcome-to-the-download-section&Itemid=4

